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Nato pours in new firepower 
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by Marcus Tanner 
and Mary dejevsky 
in Washington 

BRITAIN AND the United States 
announced a huge escalation of 
the war against the Yugoslav 
leader Slobodan Milosevic yes- 
terday; as the two allies said 
they' were sending “substantial 
reinforcements" to back Nato’s 
action against Serbia. 

The Prime Minister said a 
second Armoured Battle Group 
would be sent to support mili- 
tary personnel already in 
Greece and Macedonia, 
swelling their number by about 
1,800 to 6,300. 

“They are being sent so that 
the UK can be in a position to 
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play our proper role in the in- 
ternational effort to ensure 
the refugees are able to return 
to Kosovo in safety,” he said. 

“The conflict we now face In 
Kosovo is a test of our com- 
mitment and our resolve to en- 
sure that the 21st century does 
not begin with a continuing re- 
minder in Europe of the worst 
aspects of the century now 
drawing to a dose.” 

The first units will sail today 
from Emden in north Germany 
to Thessaloniki in Greece, with 
the “heavy metaT armoured ve- 
hicles leaving on Friday. The 
troops will fly out to join their 
equipment when it arrives in 
about 10 days. 

The United States is also 
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Madeleine Albright, US Secretaiy of State, and Igor Ivanov, Russia's Foreign Minister, after yesterday’s ‘useful and timely* meeting in Oslo ‘Important progress', page 2 AP 


preparing to announce greatly 
increased military involvement 
in the Balkan conflict 

Washington said it was plan- 
ning to double the number of its 
warplanes in the region and 
was even broaching the call-up 
of reservists in response to an 


urgent request from the Nato 
Supreme Commander Gener- 
al Wesley Clark, for more air- 
- power. Pentagon sources said 
the US was on the verge of ap- 
proving the dispatch of anoth- 
er 300 planes, bringing its total 
deployed in the region to almost 


800. about 80 per cent of the 
total. The Pentagon said it 
would ask Congress to autho- 
rise up to $4bn in emergency 
funds to pay for the military op- 
eration in Kosovo. 

The aircraft would include F- 
15s and F-I6s, more heavy 


bombers, and air-defence 
support aircraft, including the 
EA-6 Prowler, which ean jam 
enemy radar. 

More refuelling tankers 
were also on the list. The Pen- 
tagon sai± “The goal is to in- 
crease Nato's ability to attack 


Yugoslav army and security 
forces in Kosovo." 

The massive increase in US 
and British firepower presages 
round-the-clock bombing raids 
by Nato. in an all-out attempt 
to force President Milosevic 
into submission, but without 


risking Nato troops in combat 
on the ground. 

In meetings with Congress- 
men yesterday, the US Presi- 
dent, Bill Clinton, was said still 
to be resisting calls for the de- 
ployment of combat troops on 
the ground in Kosovo. 


The escalation of the allied 
war effort is intended to 
counter Serbia's continuing 
systematic deportation of 
Kosovo's remaining Alb anian 
population. 

Yesterday, days after the 
now forgotten • ceasefire' 1 pro- 
claimed by Belgrade, about 
-LOGO ethnic Albanians, almost 
all travelling in tractors and 
trailers, crossed into northern 
Albania after being violently 
forced from their homes by 
the Serb police. 

After crossing the frontier 
between midnight and dawn 
yesterday they were directed to 
fields on the edge of the north- 
ern border town of Kukes. 
Looking confused and dishev- 
elled. they had reportedly been 
living in the mountains of Koso- 
vo and some had apparently not 
eaten proper food for almost 
two weeks. 

Some of the refugees said 
they had witnessed the shoot- 
ing of a young refugee woman 
who had resisted being sin- 
gled out from the rest of her 
family by the Serbs and taken 
away for what she feared would 
be rape. 

The Foreign Secretaiy. 
Robin Cook, said in London that 
he believed Albanian refugee 
women were being forced to en- 
dure “systematic rape” at a 
Serb army camp in Qjakovica, 
near the Albanian border 
after refugees arriving in Al- 
bania told of sex attacks by 
soldiers. 

Mr Cook said the news of the 
camp had emerged from 
refugees who had made it 
across the border. “A number of 
aid workers have heard the 
same story from a number of 
women," he said. 

Comparing the Kosovo 
refugees’ experience with the 
suffering of minorities at the 
hands of the Nazis in the Sec- 
ond World War. he said: “Nato 
was born in the aftermath of 
the defeat of fascism and geno- 
cide in Europe. Nato will not 
now allow this century to end 
with a triumph of fascism and 
genocide." 


Serbs enter Albania and burn village 
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SERB FORCES pushed into 
northern Albania yesterday, 
engaging the country’s troops 
in a firefight and seizing a bor- 
der village, where they torched 
homes before withdrawing. The 
incursion raised immediate 
fears that the conflict is in dan- 
ger of spreading. 

“We have seen houses burn- 
ing we have seen the flames,” 
said Pier Gonggripj, head of the 
OSCE monitoring office in Ba- 
jram Curri, the largest town in 
the area where Serb forces 



EMMA DALY 

in tropoje, Albania 

launched their assault Since it 
is only 12km from the border 
the monitors standing on the 
roof of their hotel watched Ka- 


menica burning until low 
clouds obscured the view. By 
mid-afternoon, a few Albanian 
soldiers hung around at a 
crossroads perhaps 7km shy of 
Kamenica. gazing at the tiny 
settlement perched in a clear- 
ing under a ridgeline. It was 
barely visible, thanks to the per- 
sistent drizzle and clouds. 

“It is too dangerous to go any 
further," said Captain Qamil 
Katuroshi, as two Kosovo 
rebels trotted up on a pair of 
ponies, then cantered off up the 


road under the gaze of a tele- 
vision camera. "The situation 
was terrible. Now it's quieter." 
Mr Gonggripj and his monitors 
had a running commentary of 
the incident, since they were lis- 
tening in to the Albanian bor- 
der guards 1 radio frequency. 

“Shortly before l o'clock 
there was some shelling with 
mortars of Kamenica - tital was 
nothing new because it has 
been happening for the last 
three days," Mr Gonggripj ex- 
plained. “Then at about l.io we 


heard ... them sating that the 
Yugoslav light infantry had 
crossed the border and were 
advancing on the border police 
post. They were already firing 
their weapons. The border po- 
lice chief ordered them to open 
fire against the intruders.” 

The chief’s actual words 
were: “Be a man. we will sup- 
port you." Then, he warned 
his men against getting sur- 
rounded and advised them to 
withdraw. 

"At 13.20 ... we heard on the 


radio that the Yugoslav sol- 
diers - there were about 50 of 
them - had reached the house 
where our sub-office used to be 
and then one minute later that 
they had reached the Kameni- 
ca border post." Mr Gonggripj 
added 

Within 10 minutes came the 
news that the Yugoslav forces 
were retreating from the village 
and that there were no Alban- 
ian casualties. The Albanian 
•Army fired artillery at the 
TURN TO PAGE 3 


* Breast cancer error may have killed 11 



Dobson: Call for report 


FAILURES 2N an NHS breast 
screening unit may have cost 
the lives of up to 11 women and 
put a further 74 at risk, an 
inquiry reported yesterday. 

The poor standard of care 
provided by the East Devon 
breast screening service led to 
cancers being missed in 24 
women and the diagnosis 
delayed in a farther 61, of whom 
11 have already died. 

An independent disciplinary 
inquiry set up by the Royal 
Devon and Exeter NHS Ihist 
found Dr John Brennan, the 
consultant radiologist who ran 


BY JEREMY LAURANCE 

Health Editor 

the unit based at the hospital, 
guilty yesterday of personal 
and professional misconduct 
and professional incompetence. 
He has been reported to the 
Genera] Medical Council 
Dr Brennan, who had been 
suspended on full pay since 
1997, resigned last week after 
receiving his copy of the report 
In a statement he said he did 
not agree with its findings. 

The scandal first came to 
light in 1997, prompting Frank 


Dobson, the Secretary of Suite 
for Health, to order a report 
from Sir KenneLh Caiman. 
Chief Medical Officer at the 
time. This found ±19 women out 
of L920 had been misdiagnosed. 

The Royal Devon and Exeter 
Ihist set up its own disciplinary 
inquiry in June 1997 into the 
section of the East Devon Ser- 
vice that was run at the hospi- 
tal by Dr Brennan. Professor 
Robin Wilson and a team of 15 
radiologists reviewed the cases 
of 2,125 women who had been 
recalled for farther cheeks 
between April 1995 and June 


1997. The Royal Devon and 
Exeter Trust said yesterday il 
was now able for the first time 
to confirm the number of 
women whose cancers had 
been missed or whose diagno- 
sis had been delayed. 

A total of 24 women received 
a new diagnosis of cancer after 
the review, and all were re- 
tching appropriate care and 
treatment. A further 61. with 
cancer diagnosed between 199! 
and 1997. were identified as hav- 
ing had a delayed diagnosis: 1 1 
of these women have since died 

Angela Redder, the chief ex- 
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ecutive of the trust, said she 
wanted to reiterate the apology 
offered to the patients in 1997 
“and reassure them that the 
lessons that needed to be learnt 
have been learnt' 1 . An audit last 
year had shown that the unit 
was now working welL “It is im- 
portant that women have con- 
fidence in the {service] and 
are reassured by the action we 
have taken," she said. 

An Exeter solicitor. Chris 
Ch er, said he was co-ordinating 
the claims of about 50 patients 
arising out of the failure of the 
screening service. 
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“We hid in woods but my 
husband’s parents stayed 
behind. We came back and 
found them killed" 

Refugee in Macedonia 


“The last thing we need is 
for the conflict to spread 
to neighbouring countries” 

Kofi Annan, 
UN secretary-general 


WAR IN THE BALKANS 


“These accusations are 
false. Yugoslav troops did 
not enter Albania" 

Nebojsa Vujovic, 
Yugoslav spokesman 


"The army throw people 
out and use their houses 
as hiding places during the 
[Nato] attacks" 

Skender Haziri, refugee 


“You can’t hold ground by 
air power... [but] by a 17- 
year-old with a bayonet” 

King Leka, pretender to 
Albanian throne 


“Arm the Kosovars? But;do 
we really want another; 
Afghanistan?" * • f; ."K 

Pat Buchanan,US 
presidential candidate 


Russians and 
US ‘narrow 
differences’ 



THE WEST yesterday moved 
decisively to mend fences with 
an unhappy Russia but made 
little concrete progress on the 
more urgent question of bring' 
mg an end to the three-week Yu- 
goslav war. 

A heavily billed meeting be- 
tween Madeleine Albright, US 
Secretary of State, and ber 
Russian counterpart Igor 
Ivanov, in Oslo yielded only a 
vague mutual pledge to go on 
talking in search for a solution 
to the crisis. 

These were the first face-to- 
face talks between the two 
since the start of the conflict 
and - importantly - they clear- 
ly helped patch up some of the 
rawer grievances between 
Moscow and Washington, 
whose relations haw sharply 
deteriorated. 

But two critical sticking 
points rose to the fore over the 
conlfict itself: the composition 
of an international peacekeep- 
ing force to be deployed in 


Russia 

BY PHIL REEVES IN MOSCOW 

Kosovo to protect returning 
refugees: and the issue of when 
Nato's bombing campaign 
should stop. Moscow - and Slo- 
bodan Milosevic - wants the on- 
slaught to end at once, paving 
the path for a political settle- 
ment Nato is only willing to do 
so once the Yugoslav presi- 
dent ends ethnic cleansing, 
and moves to pull all his forces 
out of Kosovo. 

It was never going to be an 
easy encounter; given Russia's 
injured feelings and western an- 
noyance at some of the wilder 
statements emanating from 
the Kremlin. Yet, after a three- 
hour meeting, both sides 
sought to put a cheerful spin on 
events. 

The talks were “very useful 
and timely", said Mr Ivanov. 
There was “important 
progress" and a ‘‘narrowing of 
differences", said Ms Albright 

The US Secretary of State 
went one step further by claim- 
ing an agreement in principle 


with Russia on issues which 
were, in fact never particular- 
ly contested by Moscow. These 
included the bulk of the al- 
liance's latest demands: the 
immediate, verifiable, end to re- 
pression in Kosovo; the with- 
drawal of Milosevic’s forces 
from Kosovo: the uncondi- 
tional and safe return of 
refugees; and allowing in- 
ternational humanitarian or- 
ganisations to operate 
throughout Yugoslavia. 

But there was no sign of 
movement on the peacekeeping 
issue, the composition of the 
forces to be sent in to protect 
returning ethnic Albanians 
after the violence ends. 

“Our sense is that it has to 
have a Nato core, with other 
countries providing other as- 
pects, or working In co -ordina- 
tion with it,” said Ms Albright 

Russia sees this as a formula 
for allowing Moscow only a 
token force, while Nato’s troops 
retain control. It also believes 


the make-up of the peace- 
keepers must be acceptable to 
Mr Milosevic - wbo adamant- 
ly opposes Nato forces in 
Kosovo. 

Even if the Olso talks had 
made headway, it is a long way 
from finding a formula accept- 
able to the Serb leader. But nei- 
ther party emerged from 
yesterday's encounter empty- 


handed. Russia will have taken 
the meeting as acknowledg- 
ment that they are a central 
player in resolving the Kosovo 
crisis - perhaps, the key. 

The bellicose utterances em- 
anating from Moscow over the 
last few days - mostly the re- 
sult of domestic political pres- 


Britain have been emphasing 
the value of Russia's “con- 
structive role”. At the same 
time, Moscow’s refusal to con- 
cede much ground yesterday to 
Ms Albright will have won the 
applause of Serbs and ordi- 
nary Russians. 

The US and Nato can now 


many allege, perilouslyszdelm- 
ing Russia, and doing lasting 
damag e to their relations with 
Moscow, an unstable nuclear 
power Both sides in yesterday’s 
talks emphasised that bilater- 
al issues, unrelated to Kosovo, 
were fhritfufly discussed 


BRIEFING: ' 
DAY 21 

' ■ The Netherlands wifli - 
send 360 troops to 
Albania this week to take--, 
part In Nato’s refugee: .i -• 
relief eFfort Operation.;.;': 
Allied Harbour. 220 ^ 

marines and 1 AO army ; 
personnel, as well as 
freight and rough termin ' i 
vehicles, will be sent. .. . . 

■ British soldiers In the.'. ;, 

last 2 A hours distributed" “ 
2600 meals, 1600 "" 

chicken p[eces, 1 paltiee 
apples, 4,500 loaves, 6 . 
pallets of water. 

■ The British army's 
catering support is being 
wound down and will end 
on Friday as aid agencies 
take over. 

■ Bosnia has established 
a crisis centre to deal 
with reFugees pouring 
Into the country. 

■ 68 lorries carrying 300 
tons oF Russian and 
Belarus relief aid for 
Serbia crossed the border” 
from Hungary to 
Yugoslavia. 

■ Nato has asked For 
more than 300 additional 
US aircraft to use against 
Yugoslavia. 


is fair to assume she left Mr 
Ivanov in no doubt about the 
dim view taken by Nato of some 
of the wilder rhetoric coming 
from Moscow -far example, Mr 
Yfeltsirfs warning last week that 
a Third World War could erupt 
if the West pushes Russia too 
far. The Russian Foreign Min- 
ister kept bus Cold War speech- 
es to himself yesterday. 


sure - appear to have done little 
damage. Both the US and 


flourish the Oslo talks as evi- 
dence that they are not, as 


Ms Albright may also feel 
she has helped to quieten the 
barrage of Russian criticism. It 
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possibly snow. Trw best chance of drier and brighter weather will be on south- 
western coasts. Gates in north-west Scotland will make it fee) especially tote) with 
frequent wintry showers. The rest of Scotland will also be Windy with showers or 
tarn. 5otne sheltered southern jneas will see some sunny spelts # 

London, SE 4 Cent 5 England, E Anglia: Cold bur dry and bright rhls morning 
then prolonged neavy showers moving m. some thundery with hail or sleet. A 
moderate wesr to north-west wind. Max temp 6-8C |43-Zi6F). 

Channel Is, SW England, S Wales: Sunny spells but a few showers too. the odd 
one heavy and wintry. A freshening north-west wind. Max temp 5-SC (41-46F1. 

Midlands, N Wales, NW England, Lake Wst. Isle of Man: Remaining cold 
witn heavy showers breaking out. many of hail, sleet or snow with the nsL of 
thunder. A freshening north-west wind. Max temp 5-SC (6I-46F)- 

E England, Cent N ft NE England; Early sunshine but cold with showers soon 
breaking out. A fresh west to north-westerly wind Max temp 5-8C 141-46F). 

NW ft SWI Scotland, Glasgow, W Isles: Cold and windy with sunny spells and 
frequent heavy wintry showers. A strong north-west wind; gales in north. Max 
temp 4-7C (39-45F1. 

NE ft SE Scotland, Edinburgh. Aberdeen. N Isles: Odd sunny breaks in the 
south but mostly cloudy with showers or longer periods of rain. A fresh north to 
north-west wind. Max temp 5-BC (41 -46F) 

N Ireland: Early sunny spelts disappearing as heavy and at times wintry showers 
break out A freshening north-west wind. Max temp 5-BC (41-46F). 

OUTLOOK 

The next few days will remain cold and unsettled with only limited sunny spells and 
further sharp showers lor most places, the showers Calling as sleet or snow over 
the hills with hall possible elsewhere. However, the wind should gradually ease. 


id on: A12 Green Man Roundabout, 
lonaone. Major roadwork on new 
l krk road Until 3ist December, 
itd: M5 JIB-19. Major Roadworks on 
ntnouth Bridge. Until 23rd June 2001 . 
-WfckshirtK tMS Bolweon J10 Tamxorth 
arrf J9 Sdtion CoWfleW. Hoadwte 
contraflow. Until 23rd April. 

■th Yorkshire: Ml Between J34T«rsley 
Juct (A6109) S J34 Tinsley Viaduct 
178). Sheffield Carriageway is reduced 
two lanes southbound Until 31s* 
umber 2000. 

U centers hire: MO Lansdowm Rd. 


TRAVEL 

Cheltenham. Closed duo to roadworks 
inbound. Diversions in place. UnM 1st June. 
Co .An trim: A1 King sway. Dun mu tray. 
Roadworks, various lane resections. Untd 
tg August. 

Derbyshire; Afi Between Derby Southern 
Bypass (A50f and Shaidfow Road round- 
about. East of Ahraston. Contraflow hr work 
on new AS0. Until 15th October. 

AA ItoHlaatch: Call 0336 401777 for 
the latest local and national traffic news. 
Source The Automobile Association. Calls 
charged at 50n per min (Inc VAT). 


LIGHTING UP 


Belfast 

Birmingham 

Bristol 

Glasgow 

London 

Manchester 

Newcastle 


8.24pm to 6.23am 
8.03pm to 6.11am 
8.04pm to 6.16am 
8.20pm to 6.13am 
7.55pm to 6.06am 
8.07pm to 6.10am 
8.06 pm to 6.05am 


HIGH TIDES 

AM HT PM HT 
AsooBnuth 6.36 12.8 7.02 13.0 

Corii 4.56 4.3 5.18 4J 

Demnport 5.04 

Dow 10.29 

Dun Laoghabe 1 1 .00 

Falmouth 4.35 

Greenock < 12.17 

Harwich 11.31 

Holyhead 9.50 

HuO (Albert Dh) 5.52 
Kbtea Lynn 5.54 

Leltb 2.01 

Liverpool 10.44 

MDfbrd Haven 5.38 

Newquay 4.32 

Ptnriand 6.10 

Portsmouth 10.51 

Pwflhefl 7.37 

Scarboroogh 3.36 

Ufkfc 10.45 3.3 11.24 

Height measured in metres 


5.2 5.34 

6.3 10.51 
11.32 

5.05 

3.2 12.34 
3.9 11.48 

5.4 10.19 
6.00 
6.03 
2.15 

11.10 
6 03 
4.56 
6.45 

4.4 11.18 

4.6 8.01 

5.2 3.43 


3.3 

5.0 


8.1 

6.4 

5.2 

9.1 

6.6 

6.6 

1.8 


AIR QUALITY 

Today's readings 


London 
S England 

Wales 
C England 
N England 
Scotland 
N Ireland 


NO, 

Good 

Good 

Good 

Good 

Good 

Good 

Good 


SO, 

Good 

Good 

Good 

Good 

Good 

Good 

Good 


SUN & IHOON 


Sun rises: 06.08 
Son sets: 19.55 
Moon rises: 05. 4 7 
Moon sets: 17.40 
New moon: April 16th 


WEATHERLINE 

For me Urest fvecasu oji 0891 5009 
lollcvved ty die ism digits for four j rea. 
Sourjr The Met Office. Calls charged ac 
50p per nun fine VAT1 



YESTERDAY 


EXTREMES 

Warmest: Crawley IOC |50F] 

Coldest (day): South Hams 5C (37F| 
Wettest: Eskdalemuir 7.5 mm 
Sunniest: Deal 6.0 h is 
For 24hrs to 2pm Tuesday 



Sun 

nrs 

Rain 

mm 

Mu 

■c r 

Aberdeen 

2.8 

4.8 

9 

48 

Anglesey 

3.0 

6.3 

12 

54 

Aviemore 

0.8 

89 

9 

48 

Bellas: 

3.1 

4.6 

11 

52 

Birmingham 

4.3 

9.1 

11 

52 

Bournemouth 

7.1 

8.4 

13 

55 

Bristol 

5.0 

15.5 

12 

54 

Buxton 

1.5 

21.6 

7 

45 

Cardiff 

2.8 

13.0 

II 

52 

Clacton 

8.8 

8.1 

11 

52 

Cromer 

8.4 

5.3 

12 

54 

Edinburgh 

30 

3.3 

12 

54 

Exmouth 

55 

7.6 

11 

52 

Fishguard 

1.4 

10.9 

10 

50 

Folkestone 

8.2 

8.1 

13 

55 

Glasgow 

2.7 

8.4 

13 

55 

Hastings 

5.4 

99 

12 

54 

How 

- 

- 

14 

57 

Iste-of-man 

- 


- 

- 

iste-of-wtgnc 

8.4 

12.4 

11 

52 

Jersey 

8.8 

10.2 

13 

55 

Kendal 

0.7 

25.4 

10 

50 

Leeds 

4.6 

5 1 

12 

54 

Lerwick 

2 4 

8 6 

6 

43 

Little hampton 

7.6 

11 2 

12 

54 

London 

5.1 

10 7 

14 

57 

Lowestoft 

6.6 

5 l 

13 

55 

Manchester 

1.7 

12 4 

1C 

50 

Margate ■ 

5.7 

7.4 

13 

55 

Morecambe 

4.1 

14 5 

11 

52 

Newcastle 

5.2 

1.5 
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Rain or 
Shine... 

tourists HAVE been told to 
cancel trips to the Thai holiday 
islands of SimJan and Surin 
after a monsoon storm sank a 
ferry heading for the resorts. 

Forty passengers, mostly 
tourists, had to be rescued by 
a passing ferry after their 
boat, bound for Similan from 
the mainland of southern Thai- 
land, ran into heavy seas and 
driving rain. Thai authorities 
have asked travellers to avoid 
the very popular area until the 
monsoon storms subside 
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Hopes Annan 
will pave way 
to a solution 

, _ ■ n I 

Diplomacy 

By Stephen Castle in Brussels 


EUROPE WILL today seek to 
put the United Nations Secre- 
tary General, Kofi Annan, at the 
centre of Western efforts to 
end the crisis in Kosovo, and 
discuss timing of a possible UN 
peace mission to Belgrade. The 
German presidency of the EU 
has invited Mr Annan to a 
meeting of its 15 heads of gov- 
ernment in Brussels, in a bid 
to consolidate diplomatic e ffo rts 
to pave the way for a solution. 

Diplomats cautioned yes- 
terday against expectations of 
an early breakthrough, and ar- 
gued that a peace mission to 
Belgrade from Mr Annan now 
might be premature, running 
the risk of a rebuff. However Mr 
A nnan has made clear his will- 
ingness to talk to Slobodan 
Milosevic, and several gov- 
ernments, including the 
Britain, believe he is the West's 
ideal interlocutor with Bel- 
grade when the time for nego- 
tiation is right 

Germany points out that the 
position laid down by Mr 
Atman on the Kosovo crisis last 
week is close to that of EU and 
Nato governments. In particu- 
lar the pre-conditions laid 
down by Mr Annan for a set- 
tlement are close to the five 
conditions agreed by Nato and 
endorsed by Europe’s foreign 
ministers. These state that Mr 
Milosevic should cease ntiEtary 
actions, withdraw military, 
paramilitary and police forces 
from Kosovo, agree to an in- 


ternational military presence in 
Kosovo, allow the return of 
refugees and undertake to 
work on the basis of the Ram- 
bouOlet accord. 

But the UN has two other 
important roles to play. First it 
constitutes a forum for main- 
taining contacts with Moscow, 
which is widely seen as crucial 
to any eventual settlement of 
the crisis. Second a UN reso- 
lution to cover the interna- 
tional force which eventually 
enters Kosovo is seen as de- 
sirable by a number of Euro- 
pean countries. 

The draft communique like- 
ly to be agreed at today’s sum- 
mit will repeat the existing 
position, agreed by Nato foreign 
ministers on Monday but one 
diplomat argued that Mr 
Annan’s presence may give 
the meeting “another dimen- 
sion". 

Although the shape of a set- 
tlement could be emerging, 
that the West's preconditions 
are still being rejected by Mr 
Milosevic, who shows little sign 
of compromise. Meanwhile the 
■Yugoslav president, backed by 
Russia, still insists that the 
bombing must cease before 
talks can resume. 

Gerhard Schroder, the Ger- 
man Chancellor; who will pre- 
side at the meeting today, 
hopes that, at least the Brus- 
sels summit will align all the. 
Western diplomatic efforts to 
solve the crisis. 
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LOMACY 


Damage at Belgrade’s Military Medical Academy hospital yesterday after a nearby barracks was bit. Left: An intensive care unit with smashed windows. Right: Debris in the waiting room AR EPA 

‘Collateral damage’ lies dying in 
a shattered Belgrade hospital 
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WHEN NATO attacked the Bel- 
grade suburb of Banjica yes- 
terday, its third bomb blasted 
shards of glass into Dragana 
Kristie's neck. 

The target had been a bar- 
racks 50 metres away. So that 
obscene cliche “collateral dam- 
age” comes to mind - but for 
one thing. Dragana was lying in 
a hospital bed when she was 
wounded, recovering from a 

f cancer operation that surgeons 
had performed only a few hours 
earlier. They had taken a four- 
and-a-half kilogram tumour 
from her stomach. 

With her neck and shoulder 
swaddled in bandages, she 
looked up at us yesterday from 
her bed, a pretty dark-haired 
woman of 23 who was as angry 
as she was in pain. “I dotft know 
which hurts more - my stom- 
ach, my shoulder or my heart," 
she told us. “It was the third 
bond> that broke the window 
and did this to me." 

She was not the only victim. 
On a lower floor; 74-year-old 
Radisav Milosav^evic - already 
suffering a serious heart com- 
plaint — lay curled up like a giant 
foetus, bandages covering half 
his head and face, his heart 
monitor racing on a small 



Robert Fisk 

IN BELGRADE 


screen to the left of his bed. 

The bombs bad vibrated 
through the entire Military 
Medical Academy, shaking 
the bed of 14-year-old Ivan 
Labovic, critically wounded 
during a Nato bomb attack on 
Pristina on 30 March and now 
flying - heavily drugged but 
still conscious - in the intensive 
care unit. “Be was wounded - 
near his home - in the back, 
the abdomen, stomach, liver 
and spleen," Dr Nenad 
Markovic said. “He has had 
major surgery four times al- 
ready but the wall of his stom- 
ach is missing. I don’t think we 
can save him." 

Six other patients lay beside 
Ivan, one of them a soldier; the 


rest civilians, all dying like the 
14-year old, all in a coma, all on 
respirators. TWo of them were 
brain-dead - most were hit by 
felling masonry during air raids 
- and a young doctor was using 
a tube to suck saliva from the 
throat of a young man gravely 
wounded in the Nato bombing 
of Aleksinac 11 days ago. “He 
will die-Fm afraid they are all 
going to die,” Dr Markovic said. 
He walked over to where Ivan 
lay, scarred legs apart, under a 
mountain of sheets, 12 tubes 
winding into his nose, throat 
and stomach. 

“Which football team to do 
you support?" he asked the 
dying boy. “Partizans?" There 
was no movement from the 
child. “Red Star?" And Ivan 
moved his eyes towards the 
doctor and then lowered them 
for a second. “You see?" Dr 
Markovic said loudly, turning 
to us with a smile. “He supports 
Red Star." But Red Star is 
sure to lose this supporter. 
“Their wounds are too terrible," 
•the doctor said. “What can we 
do?" 

The medical staff have hung 
a large red cross from the roof 
of their hospital and a smaller 
red cross flag to the side of the 


vast 18-year-old building. Half 
its 1,000 patients are civilians - 
non-military personnel can buy 
their way into the hospital's 
care with medical insurance - 
and the other half soldiers and 
members of army families. 

But the medical centre is lo- 
cated in a suburb teeming with 
barrack buildings, parade 
grounds and army compounds. 
Most of them are deserted and 
Nato was evidently not aiming 
at the hospital. But it knew the 
risk it was taking when it 
bombed the army garages be- 
hind the hospital's teaching 
centre. And it wounded Dra- 
gana Kristie. 

“The bombs were only 50 
metres away; was that worth 
the risk to this hospital?" Dr 
Markovic asked. A colleague, 
Dr Radoslav S vice vie. walked in 
from the broken glass door 
with a small piece of metal 
and put it in my hand. It was 
part of the fuse cap of a bomb, 
its jagged edges dinging to my 
fingers. "I just found this out- 
side the door," he said. 

Hundreds of windows lay in 
pieces around the hospital, mil- 
lions of glass splinters, which 
staff were sweeping into silver, 
wintry piles around the hospi- 


tal grounds with their blos- 
soms and magnolia trees. 

Dr Markovic's question was 
a moral one. lYue. this hospi- 
tal is a military institution with 
General Aco Jovidc as its head. 
TYue, there are soldiers as well 
as dvilians among the patients. 
But wounded soldiers in field 
hospitals are supposed to be 
safe from attack under the 
rules of war. as well as civilians. 
What if the Nato bombs had 
deviated just a few metres, as 
they had at Aleksinac where 24 
people are known to have been 
killed? Did Dragana Kristie 
and Radisav MflosavQevic have 
to be lacerated by glass in an 
attempt to destroy a row of 
empty barrack buildings? 

With a communist’s prefer- 
ence for rhetoric rather than ar- 
gument - and an ability to 
destroy any arguments with ex- 
aggeration on an epic scale - 
General Jovicic loudly de- 
nounced the damage to his 
hospital as a “war crime”. 

Yugoslavia, he toid us, was 
fighting in “a dance against 
Satan" and “only the crimes of 
Ghengis Khan" could compare 
to Ihe Nato attacks on Serbia 
The Americans were "psy- 
chopaths realising their frus- 


trations in death and destruc- 
tion all over the world". We 
wanted him to stop, to let facts 
speak for themselves, to end 
this genuinely angry but non- 
sensical tirade. 

Walking the wards of the 
Belgrade Military Medical 
Academy I remembered an- 
other hospital I walked through 
seven years ago, in Sarajevo, 
deliberately shelled for months 
by Bosnian Serb forces. And I 
thought of those thousands of 
Kosovo Albanians, dispos- 
sessed, in despair, who des- 
perately need the care and 
compassion that these Serb 
doctors demonstrate each day 
in this Belgrade hospital But 
victims cannot be balanced 
against each other. 

The Nato spokesman, Jamie 
Shea, says the alliance goes to 
“extraordinary lengths" to 
avoid civilian casualties. But 
this is totally untrue. On Mon- 
day, Nato planes destroyed a 
passenger train in south-east- 
ern Serbia while bombing a 
bridge that it called “a militaiy 
supply line". In other words, it 
was prepared to attack a rail- 
way track in mid-morning - in 
full knowledge that the railway 
carried scheduled passenger 


trains - to blow up a bridge. So 
much for Mr Shea's “extraor- 
dinary lengths". 

And the same applied in 
Banjica yesterday. Nato 
bombed a barracks and wound- 
ed hospital patients. By a ter- 
rible irony, we found Mira 
Drijaca waiting outside the 
medical centre to visit her 
wounded brother Mica. Mira is 
a paediatric doctor; Mica is a 
surgeon. And he was wounded 
while tending to patients at a 
clinic more than a week ago - 
in another Nato bombing at- 
tack, this time on a nearby mil- 
itary airport outside Kraljevo. 
He was brought to Belgrade 
with his legs covered in burns. 

Mira carried a plastic bag 
of home-made cakes and East- 
er eggs for her brother "He did 
nothing wrong to the pilot of the 
plane that wounded him," she 
said. “I don’t think the pilot 
knows why he bombed. He was 
ordered to do iL* As for her 
brother “I tell him to endure." 

In her bed, Dragana Kristie 
is less forgiving in her pain. 
“If I met the pilot that did this." 
she said, touching the ban- 
dages at her neck "I could 
only wish for his child to have 
a day like 1 had." 


Reprisal 

theory 

over 

attack 


FROM FRONT PAGE 

enemy forces - “the first time 
of any response from the Al- 
banian side”, according to Mr 
Gonggripj. He supports the Al- 
banian line that the Kosovo 
Liberation Army is not active in 
Kamenica - although Bajram 
Curri and the border area is 
known to be dotted with KLA 
training camps and smugglers' 
routes used to run guns Into 
Kosovo. 

Observers speculate that 
the assault on Kamenica might 
have come in reprisal for KLA 
attacks elsewhere - Capt 
Katuroshi. among others, 
claimed the KLA had won con- 
trol of the Koshara border post, 
attacking the Serbs from inside 
Kosovo. The OSCE has heard 
rumours to this effect but has 
no confirmation of the inci- 
dent. 

Monitors have reported 
eight KLA dead and eight 
wounded from fighting in Koso- 
vo, including four soldiers who 
crossed into a minefield. Mr 
Gonggripj had also heard ru- 
mours that the soldiers caught 
in the minefield had fought for 
three days without food, water 
or rest and that rumour he said 
is "a bit more logical” than the 
Koshara story. 

The Kamenica assault will 
have the twin effect of scaring 
people away from the border- 
region. which will suit the 
Serbs, who want free rein to 
pursue the KLA. 

Frightened civilians from 
Tropqje and another village. 
Vichidol, walked along the 
muddy track towards Bajram 
Curri herding sheep, goats 
and cattle too valuable to be left 
behind in case of another Ser- 
bian attack. Two donkeys over- 
loaded with bundles of 
possessions plodded through 
the rain while their owner wan- 
dered behind sheltering under 
a large umbrella. 

In TYopoje itself where three 
people have been killed and 16 
wounded by Serb shells in the 
past few days. Ziz Shabanl 61, 
and other villagers are living 
underground in an L-shaped 
bunker perhaps 2m wide and 
2m high. “We are hiding here 
because the Serbs are shelling 
our village - we are afraid” she 
said gesturing to the camp 
beds covered in grey blankets 
which now furnish the shelter, 
and which they moved into 
shortly after the first Nato air 
strikes drew retaliatory Serb 
shelling. 

“It’s impossible to live here 
but we must We are here 24 
hours a day, we only go out to 
eat or get food and water for our 
personal needs," added Rusa 
Mula. 50, explaining that they 
are too frightened to go home 
and cook 
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Pilot bombed train twice, says Nato 
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NATO’S TOP general described 
it yesterday as an “uncanny ac- 
cident". That was his descrip- 
tion of the circumstances in 
which an allied warplane 
bombed a Serb train near 
Leskova c twice on Monday, 
killing at least nine people. 

Wesley Clark, Nato’s 
Supreme Allied Commander 
for Europe, gave a graphic 
account of the incident reveal- 
ing that, having hit the train un- 
intentionally once, the pilot 
targeted a second bomb on the 
other end of the bridge, only to 
wreak more damage on the 
train. 

The description of the event, 
which Nato acknowledged was 
its most unfortunate episode so 
far of “collateral damage”, il- 
lustrates how split-second 
judgements and lode decide 
life and death in modem 
warfare. 

Showing cockpit film of the 
incident. General Clark de- 
scribed the incident at a packed 

press conference at Nato’s 


headquarters in Brussels. For 
once, the pflot’s-eye-view video, 
now a familiar feature of tele- 
vised war coverage, was used 
to illustrate the snap judge- 
ments that air crews have to 
take, rather than their me- 
chanical success in destroying 
military targets. 

General Clark described 
how; as thepSot “stared intently 
at the aim point, all of a sudden 
-with less than a second to go 
- he caught a flash of move- 
ment". 

That proved to be the train, 
identifiable on the film, moving 
very swiftly from left to right of 
the pilot's vision. General Clark 
said the pilot “couldn’t dump 
the bomb”, partly because it 
was a “remotely directed at- 
tack” at that point outside his 
command. 

More surprisingly, although 
die pilot realised what had hap- 
pened, be decided to attack 
the other end of the bridge, al- 
though much of the area was, 
by now, concealed by smoke. “At 


Train Attack aftermath 

BY Stephen Castle in Brussels 



Video from the nose of a Nato missile showing the train 
on the bridge moments before the weapon struck 


the last minute again.” contin- 
ued the general “in an uncan- 
ny accident the train had 
shunted forward from the ini- 
tial impact" 

Because of its movement 


towards the other end of the 
bridge, the second strike 
caused more damage. When 
journalists arrived at the scene 
three hours after the attack, 
three railway carriages had 


been incinerated and were still 
hot and smoking. 

With a typically military de- 
gree of understatement. Gen- 
eral Clark added; "It was 
certainly an unfortunate inci- 
dent which we and he and the 
crew and all of us regret." He 
added; “It was one of the re- 
grettable things that happen in 
a campaign like this. We are ail 
very sorry for iL" 

Mindful perhaps, of the pro- 
paganda aid that the bridge at- 
tack has given to the Yugoslav 
President, Slobodan Milose- 
vic, yesterday's demonstration 
at Nato seemed designed to 
show that the alliance was not 
holding back any information 
about the attack. However, it 
still left unanswered the ques- 
tion of why the bridge was at- 
tacked for a second time once 
the train’s presence was known 
about. 

Later, a senior air comman- 
der said that the pilot would 
have been under orders to at- 
tack the bridge twice, and said 


other distractions in the cock- 
pit might have drawn the pilot's 
eye from his screen. 

The incident has caused 
particular concern at Nato be- 
cause. throughout its three- 
week air campaign, military 
chiefs have stressed the 
lengths to which they have 
gone to shield Chilians from 
their war with Mr Milosevic. 
That determination was re- 
peated yesterday. General 
Clark promising that Nato was 
•going to do everything we can 
to continue to work the air 
campaign in an effective and 
systematic manner that avoids 
needless casualties and avoids 
collateral damage". 

As for the identity of the pilot 
whose judgement will continue 
to be debated. Nato declined to 
reveal either his nationality or 
the type of the aircraft involved. 
But General Clark defended his 
decision to return for a second 
attack on the bridge. “He was 
trying to do his job and take the 
bridge down," he said. 
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£400,000 donated to Independent’s appeal 


KOSOVO 

APPEAL 



readers of The Indepen- 
dent have raised nearly 
£400,000 to help the refugees 
from Kosovo. The appeal - 
launched two weeks ago - is 
part of an effort co-ordinated 
by the Disasters Emergency 
Co mmi ttee (DEC) to help 
those affected by the war. 

That wider appeal has now 
topped £l2m. “Its phenome- 
nal” said a spokesman for the 
DEC. With more money com- 
ing in all the time, Muslim 
Aid, which has already allo- 


cated £610,000 towards the re- 
lief effort, also announced it has 
increased its pledge to £lm. 
The charily is now also con- 
sidering chartering a plane 
next week to take relief sup- 
plies to refugees in Albania. 

The national joint appeal 
has been organised on behalf 
of 15 charities, which include 
the British Red Cross, Christ- 
ian Aid, Cafod, Care Interna- 
tional UK, Children's Aid 
Direct Concern Worldwide, 
Help the Aged, Merlin. Oxfam, 


Save the Children, Tearfund 
and World Vision 

The DEC spokesman con- 
tinued: "Staff are working flat 
out to sort postal donations, 
which are just getting bigger 
and bigger. We just hope 
donations keep on eoniing in." 

More than 500,000 Kosovo 
Albanians have either fled or 
been forced from their homes 
by Serb ethnic cleansing of 
the province. Since the exodus 
began two weeks ago. civilians 
have been flooding into Alba- 


nia, Macedonia and the Yu- 
goslav province of Montenegro. 
More than 300,000 refugees 
have entered Albania alone. 

The money raised by The 
Independent will be used to 
buy food, shelter warm dothes 
and sanitation for the displaced 
people. 

Tents, blankets and medical 
supplies are also being sent to 
the region. The weather is still 
wintn' in the Balkans, and 
most of the refugees have only 
the clothes on their backs. 



Send a cheque or postal order to: 

Independent 
Kosovo Appeal 

Disasters Emergency Committee 
PO Bo* 2770 
London W1A5AD 
Cheques payable ro 

KOSOVO APPEAL 

Call 0990 22 12 93 rs nuke a 
refephoned credit card donation 



Call 

ENDSLEIGH 
FOR CHEAPER 
MOTOR 
INSURANCE. 
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AND DON’T MISS OUT 
ON THE EXTRA BITS. 

Endslelgh may offer cheaper motor insurance, but you still 
get our 24 hour 'one call sorts it all* claims service. And you 
still get a free courtesy car.* And you still get windscreen 
replacement without affecting your no claims. And you still 
get 30 days cover in Europe. And you stiD get road rage cover. 

And if you need any extra reasons to call, give us a call. 
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Database of hope helps the missing , e jpl 


Refugees 


by Richard lloyd parry 
inBrazda 


OPPOSITE THE lunchtime 
food queue, behind the Israeli- 
run field hospital in the 
refugee camp at Brazda, is a 
big green tent for what the aid 
workers in Macedonia call the 
“special cases". Inside the 
hustle and bustle of camp life 
recedes. There is no chatter no 
noisy babies or teenagers. 
Instead, there are elderly peo- 
ple. refugees from Kosovo so 
feeble or sick that it is a won- 
der they made it through at alL 

They lie here all day, barely 
moving, wrapped in shapeless 
clothes and shawls, talking in 
quiet voices. One old couple do 
not even have names. Mute or 
mentally disabled, they lie 
here all day staring into space. 
Among them is a 65-year-old 
man named Muhamed Saliha 
He is one of the most active. A 
fortnight ago, he had a lung 
operation; immediately after- 
wards, the Serbs deported him 
from Kosovo with 30 members 
of his extended family. 

At the border he was sepa- 
rated from them all. apart from 
his 99-year-old mother. She lies 
beside him. He lost his wife; his 
missing sons and daughters 
had young children. “We suffer 
more from thinking of our fam- 
ilies than from our sickness," 

he says, clutching a battered X- 
ray print of his darkened hings- 
This X-ray is what makes him 
a “special case". 

But help, perhaps, is at 
hand. It is to be found on the 
other side of Brazda, in a see- 
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A noticeboard helping reftigees find their missing families at Staknovic camp, in Skopja. Macedonia 


tion of tents that is the camp's 
nerve centre. Here the British 
army, which built Brazda, are 
handing over its r unnin g to 
civilian agencies. The job of 
registering the residents has 
been taken in hand by the UN 
High Commissioner for Refu- 
gees. Now the focus is shifting 
to a tent bearing the crest of 
International Committee of 
the Red Cross (ICRC), and 
known as the Tracing Centre. 
If there is anything that can be 
done for Mr Saiiha, it is here 
that it will be begin. 

More than half a milli on 
Kosovo Albanian s have been 
driven from their homes in the 


past three weeks and for most, 
the physical dangers of hung- 
er; exposure and violence are 
past. But the chaos of the 
refugee exodus has created a 
different kind of suffering far 
more difficult to alleviate - the 
anguish of separated families. 

No one knows how many 
individuals have been affected, 
but the task is enormous. The 
1CRC operation is still in its 
early stages and for now it is 
documenting only separated 
children and parents, plus the 
elderly, the sick, pregnant 
women and others unable to 
look after themselves. The Red 
Cross volunteers at Brazda. 


many of them refugees, shake 
their heads when asked how 
many inquiries they receive - 
they amount to hundreds, 
every day. 

The ICRC has been 
attempting to reunite people 
divided by conflict ever since 
its foundation in the 19th cen- 
tury and the basic task has 
changed little in the past 80 
years. In a library in southern 
Germany are seven million 
cards bearing the names of 
prisoners of war and displaced 
civilians from the First World 
Wan the Second World War 
generated 20 million more. In 
terms of sophistication, the 


Red Cross’ techniques for 
brin gin g people together have 
been far outstripped by the 
development of the weaponry 
which drives them apart But 
here that is changing - the 
refugee crisis in the Balkans is 
turning out to be the first 
humanitarian crisis in which 
high technology provides solu- 
tions as well as suffering. 

In part, this is a result of its 
location - a developed Euro- 
pean country with a literate, 
urban population. The symbol 
of this is the mobile phone, 
which is seen everywhere in 
the distressed areas - and not 
just in the hands of journalists. 


“That's one of the unique 
thing s about this crisis," says 
the ICRC's tracing co-ordina- 
tor, Martin Merkelbach. 
“After a situation like Rwanda, 
it’s extraordinary." 

In its office in Skopje, Mr 
Merkelbach’s division is road- 
testing its newest piece of 
technology - an internal satel- 
lite communications system 
installed two years ago. It 
employs the same network 
used by the International 
Association of Travel Agents; 
with it, messages can be sent 
from one Red Cross branch to 
another instantaneously to 
reconnect widely dispersed 


refugees. Having been gath- 
ered with pen and ink, infor- 
mation about lost children and 
parents < ym be collated and 
cross-referenced on computer 
Computer technicians arc 
being flown in from Geneva; 
there is talk of transferring 
the pathetic lists of lost chil- 
dren which flap from walls and 
noticeboards in the camps to 
an Internet site. Mr Merkel- 
bach talks of (he day when vol- 
unteers will go out into camps 
with modems through which 
refugees will communicate 
with relatives via e-mail 
But for now, the process is 
agonising^ slow. No more 
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FO stopped Sandline 
working for Kosovars 


Mercenaries 
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with separate 


‘out-of-sight’ base 


New from BT - the first cordless phone 
to have a base unit you can hide out of 
sight behind furniture ,. with all functions 
accessible through the handset. 

The phone and charger is available 
in metallic grey, and you can 
add up to 3 additional 
handsets throughout 
your home. 





INDEPENDENCE LEADERS in 
Kosovo asked Sandline Inter- 
national the British merce- 
nary firm, to help in their 
armed struggle against Serbian 
rule, but the Foreign Office 
warned off Sandline because of 
the United Nations arms em- 
bargo on Belgrade. 

Sandline has been involved 
m a number of controversial op- 
erations. They were at the cen- 
tre of the “Arms to Sierra 
Leone" scandal which caused 
great embarrassment to the 
Fbreign Office and the Foreign 
Secretary, Robin Cook. 

Lieutenant Colonel Tim 
Spiceg head of Sandline, says 
representatives of the Kosovar 
government approached them 
late last year for help to protect 
themselves from ethnic deans- 
ing. “We were contacted by the 
representatives of the i self- 
proclaimed) government of 


Kosovo - not the KLA - and 
asked whether we would be 
able to in any way assist them 
with advice or military (raining 
(for a fee)," he said in a BBC 
interview. Col Spicer said it 
was not a question of Sandline 
providing mercenaries but in 
giving advice and training. “I 
think we would have been more 
concerned with helping them 
protect themselves from ethnic 
cleansing," he added. 

After the Kosovars ap- 
proached Sandline, the Fbr- 
eign Office hastily brought into 
force in February a statutory in- 
strument Hanning B ritish na- 
tionals and companies from 
providing military training in 
the region. 

Col Spicer, who was Sir 
Michael Rose's spokeman in 
Bosnia in the eariy Nineties, 
has also predicted (hat Nato will 
not send in ground troops but 
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AH the features of the Quartet 20 10 PLUS 

• 16 minutes digital recording time 

• Voice prompts guide you through operation. 

• Time/day announcement 
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• 2 pre-recorded outgoing messages. 

MODEL QUARTET 20 15 fj 


Capped until 31.07.2006. 


99 


DIXONS 

DEAL 


199 




A 


BASE UN f! CAN 
BE HIDDEN OUT OF SIGHT 


PRICE- WE CANT BE BEATEN* 

Eu&y week we comp3re prices in the national press so you KNOW you can 
bw better* If you 6nd the same offer cheaper at a focal stars and notify us 
within 7 days of purchase, we guarantee to refund the dHf&ence- 


FIRST FOR NEW TECHNOLOGY 


DSGftetadUd DIXONS DIRECT 08000 S828 68 DIXONS ON-LINE: mwu&mn&auik 

’Dmnf'xeOvck - Byao tallrSM tf&dnc&XsbaismMaJti bO*5ftn ’ (tjjofjjjtto ■egKnBBietaffcd&vse ?s (JXUJ be na» jj/i/Ay&Dr K*«.wraSS"orf'«a» , ;*Jii i ! tfsonaaff-tfg&t scatfora AogilanizctfifeditzatypEa 


With Abbey Nalionsl, what you see is what you get; an interest rale that won't 
go above 6.25% (6.5% APR) until 31.7.2006 and it our standard variable rate falls 
below the capped rate you will benefit from the reduction. In addition after the capped 
rate period ends (31.07.2006) we won't tie you to our standard variable rate 

The capped rate is available to first time buyers and those moving home 

A minimum deposit of more than 10% is required and other rates are available 
if you have a larger deposit. 

For a quote call us Monday to Friday, Sam to 9pm and Saturday Sam to 6pm 
Or simply drop in to see us. 


www.abbeynational.co.uk 


0800 100 800 

f ABBEY NATIONAL* 


Because life's complicated enough. 


YOUR HOME IS AT RISK If YOU DO NOT KEEP UP CEPAYMPMTC U An,„ " ^ 1 1,1 1 

To «Va os in impiovlng a is senrtco, wc may r« m d « raoiJllB ° T « ER L0AN «C0MD ON II 

toeol C300 M completion mint take plate by W/00/90. All APRs m? typical and vMahta uTE* ' a ' e rt,ere B a "“i- refundable booking 
withdrawn al any time. As a cocmSirhi ol ihls capped tale mortgage, the mortoaop ^ W 0 ,cii J,c object to availability and may be 
!t Ofl M Wot 31/07/2006 you redeem the mongage, unless Unuiltan^N ^, h ^ ^ “ Pped rale lam5 31/07/2006. 

umo capped rac terms tciiepi one administered by Abbey National MortgL ftaeSlET * 7* « on the 

‘ VrJrT 01 '"“T "»* wpirt repayments Uam ,he “W* «Ue before the end of 

? “ J “, reiMid “ «'«*""> "ill be payable, lyptcal ***t*^^!2** m 8 mortgage}, a charge 

and temig, non smoke.!, aged 29. applying | 0 ; an endowrew mortgage 0 f tu L, W « led “°W 31/07/2006. Anoupte (flute 

300 monthly interest payment* oi Ll 92. 70 net ol la* idiot plus the fcJhLwmV? pWfha * Price ol US 000 secured 25 was. 
L 62.62. 1«a» amount payable £ 103.139 50 includes £300 booking ffisSTtuL! 40 '^ “ pUdl 300 n?on,h ' | y endowment premiums of 

in im rate wWch may «cu, at ih,- end ot raie ^ M £1****™*° «c«un, has been taken of any change 

Msured. Secured «d mongagos t^te a rhotge on you, piapony. ^ m 1 T l** " '"«*■ -equim a,, 

for the amount of the advance and a duige over the polity i<« n , yj.;.,, J* 01 endowment monoag« » ftirtn.rm.rnmr nntkv 

age oMH. Written W**™* o0 regucst *bbry fluiMnal p| c . w huii is “* ** "" dVa,,aWe t0 

own hie assoiarru; pension and collecitve investment scheme p.odum Abbey Z 0 '^ ? P ** ml Authomy, only sells its 

competed enough are t.adcmaiks of Abbey Natmnal ph. p*, iilfcfed 01|IW !£££*•£ Couple symbol JoeJuse (He's 

’ w Stfecl - London Ntvi oxi, united Kingdom. 




fat 


i^ re 


j\\ AS 




Paid LotoelMagmun Photos 


than a few dozen people have 
been reunited by the ICRC. Of 
the 130,000 lost childre n reg- 
istered in Rwanda, fewer than 
half have found their parents. 
Even the file cards from 1918 
are still open; in fact they are 
in active use. “Every day there 
are requests relating to the 
Second World Whz;” says Mr 
Merkelbach. “The First TO>rid 
War ones are not so common 
but we still get them.” 

It is a peculiar feeling, part 
inspiring and part chilling , to 
stand in the Brazda camp and 
realise that 60 years fromnow 
the business of this place may 
still not be done. 


would ‘'bomb periodically, but 
provide (or at least allow) train- 
ing and arms for the KLA to let 
it defend Kosovo". 

In a statement yesterday on 
the Sandline website, he says; 
“I had firsthand experience of 
negotiations with the likes of 
Karadic and Mladic; whonre es- 
sentially of the same mindset as 
Milosevic. They demonstrated 
a fanatical patriotic resolve, 
stubbornness, cunning and 
ruthlessness, together with a 
highly developed level of 

br inkmanship 

“What should happen is that, 
in spite of (he Serbs ruthless 
streak, Nato should realise they 
are bullies - it is one thing to be 
defiant in (he face of remote 
bombardment and defenceless 
civilians in Kosovo, but when 
confronted with effective 
ground troops their forces will 
be no match for Nato. 
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DURING HIS tyrannical reign 
over Albania, the Maoist dicta- 
tor Enver Hoxha built almost 
one million concrete pillboxes 
to defend his country and unify 
its downtrodden people against 
invasions that he knew would 
never happen. like Slobodan 
Milosevic, he realised that 
there was nothing to compare 
with the threat of war to mar- 
shal a country’s people behind 
its leader. 

The crumbling bunkers still 
litter the countryside, pointing 
comically in all directions like 
pale mushrooms, which are a 
constant reminder of the futil- 
ity of Hoxha’s rule. 

Finally, yesterday, someone 
did invade. Serbian infantry 
took the border post at Ka- 
menica and torched two towns. 
And the pillboxes, used for 
decades as toilets and 
mangers, proved to be just as 
useless as Hoxha had always 
known they would be. 

Such helplessness in the 
face of aggression is one of the 
reasons the Albanian govern- 
ment last week invited Nato to 
take over its sea and air ports. 
Even before the civil unrest of 
1997 which brought down the 
government of Dr Sail Berisha, 
Albania's military was some- 
what toothless. After, when 
military arsenals had been Ut- 
tered by angry civilians (and 
sold on to the Kosovo Libera- 
tion Army), it was positively 
moribund. 

According to the latest pub- 
licly available figures. Alba- 
nia’s rag-tag army boasts 839 
battle tanks, 103 armoured 
personnel carriers and 823 
artillery pieces. The Navy has 
one submarine and 31 patrol 
boats, and the Air Force has 98 
combat aircraft. What the fig- 
ures do not say. however; is that 
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much of the hardware dates 
from the 1960s, is Chinese-built 
and would not look out of place 
in a military museum. 

So when news of the incur- 
sion reached the people of 
Tirana, where in the past there 
would have been fear, there was 
only anger and indignation. 
After all, Albania is now 
becoming Nato’s launch pad for 
any ground action against the 
Serbs in Kosovo. 

“The Serbs are cowards - 
they would never dare attack us 
now we are with Nato" said Tat- 
jana Muka, 35, a shoe shop as- 
sistant “I hate the Serbs and in 
the past 1 would have been 
scared they would have Invad- 
ed all the way. But not now." 

Yesterday, evidence of Alba- 
nia’s status at Nato's new for- 
ward base was beginning to 
emerge at Durres, the coun- 
try’s main seaport, and at 
Tirana airport, where a militaiy 
build-up is gathering pace in 
tandem with the aid effort 

Until recently, Autum 
Daniels from Seattle had no 
idea where Albania was, much 
less Kosovo. But here she was, 
standing in the airport mud, a 
tiny figure carrying an M60 
sub-machine-gun almost as big 
as she was. ‘Tm here for the 
people," she said. *Tve seen the 
pictures of babies crying and 
families being forced out of 
their homes and I don’t like it 
Of course, we’ve all talked 
about more serious conflicts, 
but that's not why we’re here 
right now.” AH around Airman 
Daniels, other American, 
French, Greek, Thrkish and 
Dutch soldiers were busy doing 
their bit to feed 600,000 in 
camps all over the region. 

But with the presence of 
“Operation Hawk" personnel 
preparing the way for the ar- 


BOSNIA 


® \ 

Sarajevo 


S E R^a I A 


\ BULGARIA 


•.-i 

T 

til n ki t c *1 c r. o r\ 




• Serbian forces bum 

! Kosovar -Albanian 
i houses in Scari 


BULGARIA 


if > . '• 



N. 

A, 


A ) lf= 


Brigade HQ and 
lead beetle 
group already 
in Macedonia 


A Ta tlc 


I 1 .800 new UK troops will be flown ™ 
j to Thessaloniki in Greece from 
Germany and the UK. Their military 
| hardware sails today from Em den ^ 
j in Geimany. Once reunited wiih 
~] the equipment, troops will head I 
I for Skopje in Macedonia 


% 


ACEDON1A 


GREECE | 


Ther^ilomki 



rival of Apache attack heli- 
copters from America, one 
could not help feeling that a 
beach-head was being created 
for the arrival of less humani- 
tarian equipment. Last Friday. 
Durres. west of Tirana, was a 
sleepy harbour for ferries to and 
from Italy. Yesterday, huge 
French troop carriers were 
there, disgorging hundreds of 
soldiers. Medecins San Fron- 
tieres, the medical charity, has 
been complaining for some 
time that the use of Nato troops 
at refugee camps, while Nato is 
bombing Yugoslavia, is com- 
promising the camps' status as 
neutral places of safety. 

At Tirana airport the lines 
appeared more blurred than 
ever. Operating around the 
dock, its single airstrip had 
been taking up to 60 trans- 
porter planes a day. American 
C-17 Glob em asters and C-130 
Hercules from Ramstein in 
Germany accounted for two- 
thirds of the flights, the rest 
being operated from other Nato 
countries. 

Once on the ground, the aid 
is distributed by a fleet of 30 he- 
licopters, inducting US Navy 
Sea Stallions and Dutch and 
Greek H-46 twin-rotor aircraft 


The effort and organisation in- 
volved is staggering. Many 
countries are participating, but 
this is mainly America's show. 
And other military equipment 
is arriving too. 

Almost 300 US military per- 
sonnel are already on the base, 
building Mash-style tents. 


radar and communication sys- 
tems. They have taken over air 
traffic control and logistics on 
the ground. US service per- 
sonnel have worked unstint- 
ingty in cold, wet conditions, and 
they are rightly proud of their 
achievements. But the struc- 
tures being set in place smack 


of permanence rather than a 
swift swoop into an improving 
situation. Nevertheless, they 
are delighting the Albanians, 
who believe their reward will be 
new roads, airports, communi- 
cation systems, defence im- 
provements and regional 
stature. u We have blown it twice 
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An Albanian by one of the Hoxha pillboxes that proved no use yesterday PetrJosek 


before, allying ourselves with 
Russia and then with China," 
said Major Vladimir Avdia, an 
Albanian MiG-19 fighter pilot 
“But now it’s Nato. We are 
sharing our facilities now and 
later we will be given help to im- 
prove our infrastructure. It is 
wonderful for morale.” 

As news spread of yester- 
day’s incursions into Albanian, 
the Albanians were more sure 
than ever that their new part- 
nership was a positive step for- 
ward. For Nato’s part it knows 
that if there were to be a 
ground war. here would be a 
good place to land troops. 

“We already have an ad- 
vanced team conducting sur- 
veys for the arrival of the 
Apache helicopters" said Mas- 
ter Sergeant Michael Land, 
one of the USAF’s spokesmen. 
“Certainly, in the event of an es- 
calation in activity this airfield 
would become a very important 
centre militarily.” 

It remains to be seen just 
how big the tiny, muddy airfield 
outside Tirana will grow over 
the next few months. In a few 
years, perhaps, it may even 
have its own bowling alley and 
a bar serving Budweiser and 
Micheiob. 


TIMETABLE: 
DAYS 20, 21 

Monday 1 2 April 
8pm: Air raid sirens 
sound in Belgrade. Nis, 
Kragujevac and 
Podgorica. 

9pm: Yugoslav news 
agency Tanjug says third 
civilian has died in 
hospital after a Nato 
missile hit a car on the 
road between Pristina 
and Kosovo Polje earlier 
in the afternoon. 

Itiesday 1 3 April 
1.1 5-1. 30am: Four big 
explosions heard in 
Pristina. 

2.30am: Three huge 
explosions shake eastern 
Belgrade dose to city 
centre. Tanjug says the 
military barracks Vasa 
Carapic in Belgrade's 
Banjica district were hie. 
6.35am: Air raid alert in 
Belgrade ends. 

8.45am: Nato planes 
hit a Yugoslav army 
barracks and Fuel tanker 
trucks in Pristina. 

9am: Madeleine 
Albright meets Russian 
Foreign Minister. Igor 
Ivanov, to encourage 
Russia back into the 
search for peace in 
Kosovo. 

Midday: Iraiian news 
agency reports Serbian 
forces have crossed the 
Yugoslav-Aibanian 
border and occupied the 
northern Albanian village 
of Padesh. 

1pm: Australian Foreign 
Minister. Alexander 
Downer, says he has 
been informed by 
Yugoslav Foreign 
Ministry that Australian 
aid workers will be 
charged .with spying. 
3.30pm: Serb forces 
withdraw from Albanian 
territory after 
surrounding the 
northern village of 
Kamenica and 
exchanging fire with 
Albanian border guards 
for several hours. 
3.30pm: Yugoslav 
Foreign Ministry denies 
allegations that Serb 
forces entered Albania. 
3.40pm: Blair says 
Britain will send extra 
1 .800 troops to help 
the humanitarian effort. 
5pm: Nato says thar 
Slobodan Milosevic now 
has 23 battalion-size 
units in Kosovo. 


Serb incursion is a sharp taste 
of how war could engulf region 


THE YUGOSLAV army’s incur- 
sion into Albania yesterday of- 
fers an alarming, albeit brief, 
taste of how the Kosovo war 
could quickly engulf neigh- 
bouring countries — and bring 
Serb grot ad forces into the 
direct proximity of an ever- 
increasing number of Nato 
troops. But it was neither sur- 
prising non given the way this 
war is developing, especially 
outrageous. 

The deeper fear, that the 
raid could presage a wider 
Serb invasion of Albania, for foe 
moment seems unfounded. 
After three weeks of aerial 
pounding, the Serb army almost 
certainty has neither the fuel 
nor the supplies for such an ex- 
ercise. To invade, moreover, 
would bring its tanks and ar- 
tillery out into the open, ex- 
posing it at last to attack by 
frustrated Nato pilots. But 
episodes like that of yesterday 
are almost certain to recur. 

Ever since its armed insur- 
gency first became a factor in 
tiie crisis some 14 months ago, 


the Kosovo liberation Army 
(KLA) has enjoyed bases and 
logistic support across the 
rugged frontier of Northern 
Albania. Even a year ago, Serb 
forces were carrying out *hot 
pursuit’ cross-border raids to 
strike at these strongholds and 
disrupt suppty lines. 

For their part, the KLA was 
d r awing on the rich source of 
tight weapons constituted by 
stocks plundered when the 
central Albanian state self- 
destructed «miri the chaos fol- 
lowing the colossal financial 
scandal of 1997, which cut the 
country’s wealth in halt 

But these weapons, ideal for 
the highly mobile guerrilla war 
waged by the KLA, were no 
match for the artillery and ar- 
mour of the Yugoslav army. So 
it seems to have proved in the 
five days’ fighting culminating 
in yesterday’s operation, which 
saw the brief capture and par- 


Analysis 

BY RUPERT CORNWELL 

tiai burning of a village half a 
mile into Albania, and - for the 
first time - the involvement of 
Albanian army units as well as 
border police. In the past the 
Albanian array proper has 
stayed a few miles inland from 
the border, precisely to avoid 
“provocations” which could es- 
calate into a full-scale con- 
frontation with the vastly 
superior Serb forces. This time 
the scale of the incursion, and 
the threat to the country’s ter- 
ritorial integrity plainly left 
them no choice. 

But there is precious little 
that Albania on its own can do 
about it Even before the virtual 
collapse of its state - and with 
it the armed forces - two years 
ago, the country was the poor- 
est in Europe, with a per capi- 
ta GDP of under $4,000 U2£00>. 
Since then a fragile stability has 
been restored under the Prime 
Minister; Pandeli Majko. But 


tribal (actors mean the gov- 
ernment's writ barely runs to 
the north of the country: and 
even if it did. the army's 
strength is reckoned to be 

10.000 at best compared with 
the estimated 40.000-strong Yu- 
goslav army and Serb security 
forces in and around Kosovo. If 
Tirana wants military protec- 
tion, it will have to look to Nato 
for it - indeed that is precisely 
what is happening. 

After last weekend s an- 
nouncement that Albania's en 
tire military infrastructure, 
sucb as it is. is being placed 
under the control of the al- 
liance. the country is in reality 
little more than a Nato protec- 
torate. The official, and for the 
time being genuine, reason is 
only a Western takeover on 
this scale can tackle the hu- 
manitarian crisis posed by the 

300.000 or more Kosovo 
refugees on its territory But the 


upshot is that Albania is in a 
state of undeclared war with 
Belgrade. What is more. Pres- 
ident Milosevic knows that any 
Nato ground invasion of Koso- 
vo would now come from Alba- 
nia rather than Macedonia. Fbr 
that reason, analysts reckon, he 
may be seeking to push the 
KLA units back from the bor- 
der while he builds up ground 
defences against a Nato at- 
tack. 

But the Serb incursion poses 
a subtler threat Throughout 
the Kosovo crisis, for all the ties 
of blood and culture. Albania 
has tried to avoid stoking the 
fires of a “greater Albania.” em- 
bracing all or most of Kosovo 
where .Albanians until lately 
constituted 90 per cent of the 
population, and a slice of West- 
ern Macedonia, where ethnic 
Albanians are strongly repre- 
sented. The very notion alarms 
all Slav populations of the re- 
gion. More fighting could light 
the fuse of a wider, generalised 
conflict between Slavs and Al- 
banians in the central Balkans. 


Extra troops could 
spearhead invasion 

Military Presence 


THE EXTRA 1.800 British troops 
being sent to Macedonia will 
double the number of frontline 
soldiers on the ground and 
bring the Array's presence 
there to full armoured brigade 
strength. This is a potent self- 
supporting formation that could 
provide the perfect spearhead 
to an invasion of Kosovo. But it 
may not be folly in place for a 
month and would require huge 
back-up from other nation’s 
forces before becoming a cred- 
ible threat 

The deployment features a 
squadron of 14 Challenger l 
main battle tanks from the 
King’s Royal Hussars, two com- 
panies of armoured infantry 
with 40 Warrior fighting vehicles 
from the Irish Guards and the 
Green Howards, six AS-90 
1 55mm self propelled guns 
from 4 Regiment Royal Ar- 
tillery, with combat Royal En- 
gineers and other support 


by* John Davison 

units. These represent a second 
battle group from 4 Armoured 
Brigade (the “Black Rats") 
based in OsnabrQck, Germany. 
They will join the brigade’s 
tactical headquarters, which 
is already in Macedonia, and its 
lead battle group, which is cur- 
rently deployed on the frontier 
with Kosovo. 

Support engineers and an 
Irish Guards reconnaissance 
group will leave by ship today 
from Emden in northern Ger- 
many. while the heavy armour 
will embark on Friday. The 
troops will be dispatched to join 
their equipment when it arrives 
at Thessaloniki in Greece about 
10 days later 

Units deploying from Britain 
indude 20 light reconnaissance 
vehicles from the Household 
Cavalry Regiment based at 
Windsor and 10 DROPS logis- 
tic support vehides from Cat- 
terick in North Yorkshire. In all. 


the new troops will bring the 
total deployment in Macedonia 
and Greece to 6J00. 

Once folly assembled, the 
brigade will be able to train 
effectively together for the first 
time since it was placed on alert 
in February. The lead battle 
group has been in Macedonia 
since the end of the first set of 
RambouHJet peace talks, and 
the second battle group has 
been on 72 hours’ notice to 
move ever since. 

Defence sources say it will be 
20 to 30 days before the new 
troops and their equipment are 
fully operational Given that 
this is supposed to be the back- 
bone of a peace-keeping or pro- 
tection force, the time scale 
gives a strong indication of 
how long both the Government 
and Nato commanders think 
that the air campaign will have 
to continue before any deal 
can be done. 
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Forty years on: The once-thriving heartland of British shipbuilding has sunk into a windswep t symbol , 



A tanker is launched from the Scots toun Yard on the Clyde in 1960. Today the yard is empty. *You don’t build an economy stacking shelves at Tesco/ said John Brown, a Clyde welder for 17 years who is now facing re^mdaney 

Last of the great shipyards may 



WORKERS AT Britain's biggest 
merchant shipbuilding yard 
put their fate in the hands of 
politicians yesterday after the 
Norwegian firm Kvaemer 
announced it was abandoning 
the Upper Clyde. Altogether 
some 5,000 jobs are at risk 
across Britain with the eon- 


by Stephen Goodwin 
Scotland Correspondent 

glomerate's decision to sell off 
its loss-making shipbuilding 
and engineering operations. 

A chapter of history is stut- 
tering to a close on the Clyde. 
When the Crystal Ocean, an 


oil support vessel, goes down 
Kvaerner’s Go van slipway on 
Friday, the 1.200 workforce will 
survey a sorry place. 

Ninety -day redundancy 
notices have been issued. An 
icebreaker has still to be fin- 
ished and the company has 
some steel fabricating work. 


but it will not last beyond the 
summer. But the alternative of 
supermarket jobs or working 
in call centres is viewed with 
disdain by the Clydesiders. 
“Shipbuilding is part of me." 
said John Brown, a welder for 
17 years who followed his 
father into the yard. “This is a 


hard and dangerous physical 
job and we don’t live very long. 
But you don't build an econo- 
my stacking shelves at Tesco 
or answering the phone.” 

Talk of outright closure of 
such a symbolic yard in the 
middle of the Scottish election 
campaign wQl be embarrassing 


Before you buy 

a palmtop computer, 

get a few quotes 


“ the integral software has been 
extremely well designed and makes best 
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Computer Buyer 



Nicely styled in a 
graphite finish, looking like a 
designer spectacle case ” 



The Series 3mx is a fast and affordable 
addition to an already flooded market. 
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keep it simple and buy this 

What PC? 


As a straight fiSofax/diary 
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for Labour. Go van, the con- 
stituency where the shipyard 
lies, is the most volatile of the 
Glasgow electoral areas and a 
prime target for the Scottish 
National Party. Go van’s 
Labour MR Mohammed Sar- 
war, was an early caller at the 
yard yesterday. 

The workers have vowed to 
keep the yard open, putting 
their trust in a taskforce setup 
by Lord Macdonald of TYade- 
ston, the Scottish Industry 
minis ter, who started outas a 
14-year-old apprentice in a 
neighbouring yard. The task- 
force is headed by Sir Gavin 
Laird, the former leader of the 
shipbuilding and engineering 
workers whose cousin works 
at the yard. “He say’s he’s 
going to knock the shit out me 
if I don’t get a decent solu- 
tion,” Sir Gavin confided. 

Some £90m in taxpayer sub- 
sidy has gone into the yard 
since Kvaemer took it over in 
1989. European yards struggle 
against over-capacity in the 
industry and competition from 
the Far East 

Lord Macdonald said the 
taskforce would explore every 
option to find a buyer. The 
yard’s future is heavily depen- 
dent on a bid to build six fer- 


ries for the Ministry of Def- 
ence. If the consortium of 
which Kvaemer is a part wins 
the £240m contract, the yard 
becomes a much more attrac- 
tive buy. However, Lord Mac- 
donald refused to make any 
commitment on awarding the 
work: to Govan. It is the only 

UK yard in the running but the 

Government is hamstrung by 
European competition rules. 

The SNP called for an 
immediate placing of the MoD 
order to mate the yard more 
attractive to buyers. Nicola 
Sturgeon, the party’s candi- 
date for Govan in the 6 May 
elections, said: ‘‘This is a 
spoke in the wheel of Labour’s 
faltering good news machine.” 

Jamie Webster; the union 
convenor; said there was “no 
despondency whatsoever". So 
long as fabrication work can be 
found to tide the yard through 
to September, the workforce 
was hopeful of winning the fer- 
ries order “We have had 90-day 
notices before this and come 
through,” he said. 

Kvaemer’s other operation 
on the Clyde, the former John 
Brown yard, where the liners 
Queen Mary, QueenEHizabeOi 
and Queen Elizabeth U were 
built, is much more likely to 


attract a buyer With a work- 
force of some 700, it has-fang 
since switched to makmg tar- 
bines and has a healQqcecder 
book. Also for sale are the 
company’s bridge building 
operation in Darlington, 
employing 600 people, and its 
Davy Roll operations in 
Gateshead and Sheffield, 
together employing 300 people. 
Under “review" are oil and 
gas operations in Aberdeen 
and London, with a total of 
1,600 employees, and fabrica- 
tion yards in Hfe and Teesside 
which employ around 300 and 
900 workers respectively. ' 

In Govan’s giant hangers 
and around the CrystalOcean 
Alexander Nicol a plater/fab- 
ricator said the present crisis . 
was the worst he had seen in 
23 years at the yard. “The only 
market outside here is for 
short-term contract work, 
travelling around the country 
or abroad,” he said. ' . 

Mr Brown, who acts as the 
welders’ shop steward, is 
determined it wfil not aid that 
way. “We have to use the elec- 
tion to our advantage and put 
pressure on politicians,” he 
said. “At the end of the day, 
they will decide whether we 
survive or not” 


Town with a heritage 
trail but no future 
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IF YOU had followed the tourist 
board’s heritage trail in Govan 
yesterday, you would have wit- 
nessed the end of an era. At site 
number 13 on the tour stood idle 
cranes as workers at the UK’s 
biggest merchant shipyard con- 
templated its likely closure. 

Where once a visitor would 
have been greeted by the deaf- 
ening noise of riveters and 
blacksmiths, people were talk- 
ing yesterday of never again 
hearing “the hammer's ding 
dong”. 

This is where for more than 
a century, at the sight of a red 
flag above the yard, schools on 
this western edge of Glasgow 
have emptied to see the launch 
of another great vessel on the 
Clyde. The children will be 
there again on Friday to watch 
the Crystal Ocean go down a 
slipway, but that could be the 
last big party. 

Building ships has long been 
an inspiration for Govan people. 
At the turn of the century they 
could claim that the majority of 
ships on the high seas were 
Clyde built More than 100,000 
people were employed in 50 
yards. Now there are a handful 
and if the Kvaerner shipyard 
goes, taking 1.200 jobs, the in- 
dustry is dead. 

It has been dyingfor a long 
time. The docks are derelict in 

places, filled with debris. Walk 
down the Govan Road from 
the yard and you pass TC Mini 
Market, Bargain Cabin and 
The Lyceum Cafe, all boarded 
up. Even the cheque-cas hing 
shops are dosing for lack of cus- 
tom. A man from the Cheap and 
Cheerful Charity Shop joked 
yesterday about the most re- 
cent business failure. “It's a bad 
day in Govan," he said, “when 
an off licence shuts.” 

It was all very different be- 
fore years of shipyard redun- 
dancies and natural wastage 
crippled the local economy. 
“Govan used to be great," re- 
called Marion Begley. S3, many 
of whose family have worked in 
the yard. “Everyone came to 


By jack O’Sullivan 

Govan to do their shopping. All 
the shops were here. There 
were three or four picture halls 
Now there are none." 

Govan itself remains in its 
faded grandeur a tribute to 
local ambition, with large 
stone-built dvfi buildings. The 
memory of John Elder; who de- 
veloped the shipyard in 1864 out 
of Fairfield Farm, survives in 
the once elegant Elder Park 
and Elder public library. Peo- 



Jimmy Reid: Led the 

shipyard sit-ins 

pie miss the beautiful Victori- 
an cottages that were 
demolished to make way for the 
subway from Glasgow. At 
Govan's heart still stands the 
Pearce Institute, built in 1902 
from shipbuilding profits, and, 
with its vast vaulted concert 
hall, a match in its day for the 
new futuristic Scottish Exhibi- 
tion and Conference Centre 
standing just across the Clyde. 

Alazge notice outside the in- 
stitute, now essentially a com- 
munity centre, still expresses 
the outward-looking spirit of 
shipbuilding towns, describing 

itself as “for the strangers of the 

world". 

Govan’s fate is not only cen- 
tral to the history of shipbuild- 
ing, it also marks a political 
turnaround. It was the Clyde- 
side shipyards, led by the overt 
Communists Jimmy Reid and 


Jimmy Airlie, which found the 
weaknesses in Edward Heath’s 
brand of Conservatism. When 
Heath refused to bail out the 
loss-making yard in 1972, they 
staged a sit-in. “Everyone 
around here gave a pound oz 
two to keep us going,” recalled 
David Hunter, 64, a retired 
labourer at the yard, yesterday 
“We even got money from Rus- 
sia. There was no overtime, but 
we were making better basic 
wages than before.” . . .. 

Eventually, the Government 
agreed a rescue package. It is 
said that victory inspired the 
miners to take on the Govern- 
ment in 1973 and led to the 
Thatcherite takeover of the 
Tory party. Yet throughout 
nearly two decades of dosures 
of steel mills at Ravenscraig 
and of a dozen Scottish pits, the 
shipyard at Govan stayed open. 
Even Michael Forsyth, the 
arch-Thatcherite, battled on 
behalf of Govan to secure de- 
fence contracts. 

The great irony is that the 
yard survived Thatcherism but 
®ay be dosed by the power- 
lessness of Lord Macdonald of 
Tfcadeston, the Scottish Indus- 
try minister; himself a mari ne 
fitter on Clydeside in the 1950s 
and took part in the Kiriy sit-ins. 

It is tempting to thinlrthat: tins 
closure was always inevitable. 
You might think that younger 
people must have reconciled 
themselves to the £a<k that they 

would not follow their fathers 
and grandfathers into ship- 
building. 

Yet chatting to young people 
around Govan yesterday, it was 
clear that many had still ex- 
pected to work in the yard. 

WiDiam Magee, 14, lives near 
the shipyard. In his Nike sweat- 
shirt and trainers, he said: “My 
grandad worked there fat 18 
years. Everyone wanted to 
^ork there. If it stays open, Fm 
definitely going for an appren- 
ticeship when i am i6.”Rjrbim, 

the history of shipbuilding on 
Clydeside may be about to end 
too soon. 
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Cars are either economical or powerful. Or the Toyota Yaris. Uniquely for a small car, the Yaris has a 1.0 litre engine that can be either, 
depending on your motoring needs. The secret isWT-i - Intelligent Variable Valve Timing. Previously the preserve of some larger cars, 
WT-i technology adapts your car's engine to driving conditions. Giving you the optimum balance between performance and fuel- 
efficiency at any given moment. The result the Yaris can achieve a very economical 50.4 mpg' and produce a powerful 67 Bhp. Which is 
outstanding for a 1.3 litre engine. Let alone a i.O litre. Available in 3 and 5 door versions and with a choice of payment schemes 1 to 
make ownership even easier, prices range from £7,495 to £1 1, 245.“ Which you’d have to agree is very economical for a small powerful car. 

IK9Q, SHOWN WHS COX 5 DOOR AT £30^995 ItflH OPTIONAL METALUC RANT AT £250. 'FUEL ECONOMY S AND GS MODELS (93/1 16/EEC] COMBKS 50.4 MPG. URBAN 4 1 tr MPG EOTSA URBAN 56 SKPG •'ONTHl ROAD CASH =>RKt WRITTEN CUCTATBNS FCP TOYOTA 
DRIVE PUNS FWW TOYOTA FNWCW. SERVICES [UN PIC. THE QUADRANGLE. REDHU. SURREY RH1 IPX. WDQMTES HAY BE REARED. ALL FINANCE SUBJECT k» STATUS TO «ff* IE'S ONLY. r?Pn>L APR 15 3% FIXES CORRECT -T TWE OF TO ?KSS. 
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Bill Bloke: just 
hanging out 
with the kids 



WILLIAM HAGUE scored mid- 
dling marks in economics and 
a commendation for his grasp 
of the Kosovo crisis yesterday, 
but the boys at Tunbridge Wells 
Grammar School awarded the 
visiting Tory leader nil points 
for personality. 

The visit was Mr Hague's 
much-trumpeted debut outing 
as a “regular guy" who likes 
“hanging our with young peo- 
ple. Instead of attending the 
launch in London of the Tory 
party's campaign for next 
month's local elections, he 
spent the morning shooting 
the breeze with some 18-year- 
old lads. As relaunches go, it 
was a "softly, softly” affair. The 
Tory leader tip-toed gently into 
the school to avoid disturbing 
mock A- level examinations. 


BY CLARE GARNER AND 
ANDREW GRICE 

Pupils he met seemed un- 
derwhelmed ‘‘He was trying too 
hard to relate to us and seemed 
a bit fake,” said Chris Terry, 18. 
“He kept saying, ‘Good luck 
with your A-levels, this is the 
hardest time in your life'." 

The sixth-formers were not 
however, in need of any reas- 
surance. Chris, who is studying 
maths, economics and chem- 
istry, was not afraid to take 
issue with Mr Hague. “He said 
there might be a lack of inno- 
vation in this country but I sug- 
gested that there was a lack of 
investment which meant that 
people with good ideas went 
elsewhere,” Chris said. 

Mr Hague, he concluded. 


had avoided the difficult ques- 
tions. “It just seemed that when 
he felt the question was going 
to be extended deeper, be 
changed to a different ques- 
tion... He didn’t have anything 
special to make people listen to 
him." But he conceded that 
the Tory leader had been “good 
on the simpler questions”. 

Twenty-Eve prefects were 
invited to the half-hour audi- 
ence with Mr Hague in the 
school library. They were given 
carte blanche to ask questions 
on any subject. 

Wayne Sykens. 18. said that 
Mr Hague seemed “quite a 
nice bloke, really” but lacked 
charisma - reinforcing the find- 
ings of the Tories' opinion polls. 
“He doesn’t captivate the 
room.” he said. Richard Lyne, 




i^WfjnrT - i 

Mr Hague meeting sixth-formers at Tunbridge Wells. One said: ‘He was trying too hard to relate to us’ 


Peter J Jordan 


the head boy. asked to nervous 
laughter from his schoolmates: 
“Do you believe that the Con- 
serve tive Party was responsi- 
ble for destroying primary and 
secondary' industry”” Later. 
Richard gave Mr Hague the 
benefit of the doubt: “He is a 
very intelligent politician. He 


believes in what he says.” 

Yesterday’s visit marked the 
beginning of a campaign de- 
signed to bring out the "real” 
William Hague from behind 
the fuddy-duddy image. How- 
ever. the man unmasked turned 
out to be rather shy: Conserv- 
ative Centred Office barred the 


press from his visit refusing to 
reveal the name of the school 
Mr Hague's absence from 
the Tories' London press con- 
ference dominated that event 
Michael Ancram, the party 
chair man, who said Mr Hague 
was “leading from the front”, 
was promptly asked why party 
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Half-price lines offer on BT Highway, ISDN and 2nd Lines 

There's something out there. And ius big. BT will connect you .10 a second into, or 
convert your existing line to BT Highway or ISDN, lor just halt the norma! price. 
Simph can us and order before June 3 oth. It's something extra for terrestrials. 




Freefone 0800 800 803 

or visit www.bt.com/halfprice 
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OFFER APPLIES TO NORMAL CHARGE FOR CONVERTING AN EXISTING UNE TO BT HIGHWAY* OR ISON WITH AN AGREED CONVERSION DATE BEFORE JIST JULY 1919 OFFER APPLIES TO SPECIFIED OPTIONS AND EXCLUDES COST OF ADDITIONAL EQUIPMENT 
AND RENTAL CHARGES. CERTAIN TYPES OF LINES EXCLUDED. AVAILABLE ON MOST BT EXCHANGES AND SUBJECT TO SUHVEY SECOND LINE OFFER APPLIES TO AN ADDITIONAL ANALOGUE LINE ON SAME PREMISES MIUIMUM CONTRACT TERMS APPLY. 
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officials would not say precise- 
ly where he was leading from. 

Despite promises by Tory 
spin-doctors that Mr Hague 
would throw off his “man-in-a- 
suit” image for shirtsleeves, the 
school visit was deemed un- 
suitable for such informality. 

Mr Hague played it safe, 
sporting a blue suit and polka- 
dot tie - “the sort of clothes you 
would expect a Conservative 
leader to wear”, as the head- 
master Derek Barnard put it 
Any thing else would have been 
fatal “if he had turned up in a 
T-shirt and baseball cap, we 
would have had a good snigger” 
Chris said. 

The visit did generate some 


- over Mr Hague's chief of 
staff, Sebastian Coe. Unfortu- 
nately, the forma: Olympic gold 

medallist stayed in the shadows 

and did not answer questions. 

“The bqys would have loved 
to hare met Sebastian Coe,” Mr 
Barnard said. “I managed to gE± 
a few autographs but not as 
many as theywould have liked.” 
■ Paddy Ashdown launched 
the Liberal Democrats' local 
election campaign by calling on 
the Tories to apologise for their 
“v ictimisa tion of local govern- 
ment” and telling Labour 
“Doing a little bit better than 
the Tories on public services 
simply isn't good enough.” 


IN BRIEF 


MP*s trial Jury ‘wrongly directed 5 

THE JURY that found the Labour MP Fiona Jones guilty 
of fraud was wron gly directed on what constituted an 
election exp ense, the Court of Appeal was told yesterday. 
Jones, 42 , was convicted last month of making a false 
declaration of election costs. The appeal continues today. 

Hospital blamed over boy’s death 

A FATHER told an inquest how his son died from a brain 
injury after being sent home from hospital Usman All 
five, was taken to Sheffield Children’s Hospital on 
November 19 last year Shokat Ah said his son “couldn’t 
stand up, so I asked why he was being sent home but was 
told the X-ray was fine”. The inquest continues today. 

Search for riverbank gardener 

POLICE MADE a large-scale search yesterday for a man 
whose burnt ride-on Iawnmower was found near a 
riverbank. John Lewis' charred clothing was found on 
Monday at the River Severn near Gloucester. Police 'said 
he may have run to the river after his clothes caught fire 
while gardening. It is feared the 64-year-old drowned. 

‘Time machine’ tablets In the UK 

AN ANTI-AGEING treatment dubbed “time machine 
tablets” is to be launched in London after proving popular 
on the Continent Oligomeric Pro Anthocyanidolic (OPO 
capsules contain a cocktail of chemicals, which the 
manufacturers say blitz the body with antioxidants to 
fight skin damage. A month’s supply is sold for £25. 


GE CAPITAL BANK LIMITED 
NOTICE TO CARDHOLDERS 

ETAM NEW LOOK RIVER ISLAND 

THE MONTHLY RATES OF INTEREST 
APPLICABLE TO THE ABOVE CARD 
ACCOUNTS OPERATED BY GE CAPITAL 
BANK LIMITED ARE TO BE DECREASED 
AS FOLLOWS:- 

FOR CARDHOLDERS PAYING BY DIRECT 
DEBIT THE MONTHLY RATE WILL BE 2.08% 
(EQUIVALENT TO AN APR OF 28.0 
[VARIABLE]). FOR CARDHOLDERS PAYING 
BY ANY OTHER MEANS THE MONTHLY 
RATE WILL BE 2.21% (EQUIVALENT TO AN 
APR OF 29.9 [VARIABLE]). 

THE NEW RATES WILL BECOME EFFECTIVE 
ON 30 APRIL 1999 AND WiLL APPLY TO ALL 
INTEREST BEARING BALANCES 
OUTSTANDING ON AND TO ALL 
TRANSACTIONS DEBITED FROM 
THAT DATE. 

THE FINANCIAL DETAILS IN CARDHOLDERS' 
CREDIT AGREEMENTS ARE VARIED TO 
REFLECT THESE CHANGES IN ACCORDANCE 
WITH THE PROVISIONS OF THOSE 
AGREEMENTS. 

GE CAPITAL BANK LIMITED. 
REGISTERED IN ENGLAND NO. 1456283 
REGISTERED OFFICE: 

6 AGAR STREET, LONDON WC2N 4HR. 

GE CAPITAL BANK LIMITED IS AFFILIATED 
WITH GENERAL ELECTRIC COMPANY (USA) 

AND NOT CONNECTED WITH THE ENGLISH 

COMPANY OF A SIMILAR NAME 

‘ - OEM01B 4/98 
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Sinn Fein 
rejects 
April 1 
accord 


PRELIMINARY skirmishing in 
the resumed Northern Ireland 
political talks yesterday saw 
Sinn Fein at odds with >Io 
Mowlam at the outset of what 
is shaping up as a lengthy and 
gruelling negotiation. 

The Secretary of Stale for 
Northern Ireland presented 
the Hillsborough Castle draft 
declaration of l April as “the 
best guess" of Tony Blair and 
the Irish Prime Minister. Bertie 
Ahern, on how agreement 
could be reached on the arms 
decommissioning issue. But 
the Sinn Fein chairman. 
Mitchel McLaughlin, said his 
party was formally rejecting the 
draft declaration which mils for 
some arms to be pul “beyond 
use" as part of the procedure 
of setting up a new Northern 
Ireland government. 

The Sinn Fein approach yes- 
terday was to hark back to last 
year’s Good Friday Agreement 
which makes no such unam- 
biguous statement about de- 
commissioning. The Ulster 
Unionist position is that the 
draft declaration represents a 
significant improvement on the 
Agreement 

Sinn Fein's president Gerry' 
Adams, declared: “What the de- 
claration does is make the trans- 
fer of power to the institutions 
conditional upon the delivery of 
IRA weapons. Sinn Fein has 
been consistent privately and 
publicly in saying we cannot de- 
liver on that precondition." 

The Irish government sig- 
nalled that it favoured negoti- 
ations continuing on the basis 
of the declaration. Liz O’Don- 
nell a junior foreign minister, 
said: “It was the two govern- 
ments’ best effort to point a way 
to where we might find an ac- 
commodation in terms of tim- 
ing and sequencing for some 
act of disarmament, which 
would meet both sides’ re- 
quirements - without humflia- 


By David McKittkick 
I reland Correspondent 


Epurv^: 



tinn. It is not a final document, 
it is something we can work on." 

While the document had 
only draft status and is clearly 
open to amendment during the 
present taLks. it seems most un- 
likely that either government, 
and certainly not the Ulster 
Unionists, wiil move away from 
the principle that some guns 
must be put beyond use. It 
may take some time, however, 
to establish whether the re- 
publican “no” means “nu or 
whether Sinn Fein and the IRA 
might be open to some move 
that could be presented as vol- 
untary on the IRA's part. 

During yesterday's series 
of round-table and bilateral 
meetings. Mr Adams had a 45- 
minute encounter with the Ul- 
ster Unionist leader. David 
Trimble. The talks arc- to con- 
tinue today, with the possibili- 
ty that Mr Blair and Mr, Ahern 
could join them later in the 
week if progress seems likely. 
■ Sinn Fein complained yester- 
day about the arrest of four 
men in South Armagh, appar- 
ently for questioning about the 
murder in January of the IRA 
critic Eamon Collins, who was 
found battered to death near his 
home in NewTy. A representative 
described the arrests as "bla- 
tantly provocative harassment". 
M The four members of the 
IRA’s Balcombe Street gang - 
whose release from prison after 
24 years was approved by the 
Irish government last week - 
were finally freed last night, re- 
publican sources in Dublin said. 
Hugh Doherty. Eddie Butler, 
Harry Duggan and Martin 
O'Connell, who were given mul- 
tiple life sentences fora British 
bombing campaign in the early 
1970s, had returned to jail ear- 
lier this week, after parole, to 
complete formalities. 





Michael O’Neill: 'Deeply disappointed to give up a dream job that would have been the culmination of my career' 

Bank chief resigns on day one 


MICHAEL O'NEILL was lured to 
Britain by Barclays Bank with 
an offer he could not refuse: a 
three -year pay package worth 
L'lOm. Yesterday, he returned to 
California after resigning as 
diief executive on his first day 
in the job. 

His departure, on medical 
grounds, plunged the bank into 
turmoil, leaving it rudderiess 
for the second time in five 
months. 

Mr O'Neill, 52, a former US 
marine with a glittering ca- 
reer in American banking, was 
hailed as Barclays' great hope 
when he was appointed in Feb- 
ruaxy, after the surprise resig- 
nation of his predecessor. 
Martin Taylor last November. 

But a black cloud already 
hung over Mr O'Neill when he 
flew to Heathrow on Sunday. Six 
days earlier, he had been to see 
his doctor in San Francisco 
because of two black-outs he 
suffered after a bout of severe 


by Kathy mirks and 
■ANDREW GaKFIEIJ) 

flu. Last Tuesday, he telephoned 
Sir Peter Middleton. Barclay's' 
acting chief executive. He told 
him that he had been diag- 
nosed with an arrhythmic heart- 
beat - a serious condition that 
is agyrjvated by stress - and ad- 
vised nut In take up the post. 

Sir Peter persuaded Mr 
O'Neill to come to London, for 
an examination by the bank's 
own doctor, who confirmed the 
diagnosis. His resignation was 
rubber-stamped at an emer- 
gency board meeting on Monday 
and announced to a stunned City 
at 7 ,30am yesterday. 

Mr O’Neill - poached from 
the Bank of America, where he 
was chief financial officer - 
had already delayed his start- 
ing date by three weeks be- 
cause of the flu. He had been to 
London several times since his 
appointment and had been 


house-hunting in Hampstead, 
where he has owned a home in 
the past His wife was planning 
to join him on Thursday, fol- 
lowed by his two sons at the end 
of the school year. 

Mr O'Neill had also bought 
£5m of Barclays shares with his 
own money, a condition of re- 
ceiving another £5m stake as 
part of his pay package. 

Bui having quit before he 
reached his desk, that fabled 
package - the envy of the City 
- never materialised. Sir Peter 
said: “He has taken nothing - 
neither in terms of salary or 
shares." 

It was not for the money, 
however, that Mr O’Neill took 
the Barclays job; be already has 
a personal fortune estimated at 
$50ra, and bad been relishing a 
challenge that would have 
crowned his career. Before fly- 
ing borne yesterday, he said he 
was “deeply disappointed" to 
give up “a dream appointment" 


that he described as "the cul- 
mination of my whole career". 
Colleagues put it more strong- 
ly; he was “devastated", said 
one. his fife had “complete^ 
flipped around". 

Barclays said it was “disap- 
pointed". which was another 
understatement Mr O’Neill 
was paraded as a great catch 
by the bank, after Mr Taylor re- 
signed in response to a series 
of boardroom disputes, and 
Barclays is left again withouta 
chief executive at a time of 
great upheaval in the industry. 

A spokesman for the hank 
said events could not have been 
foreseen. “Mike had an inten- 
sive three-hour medical earli- 
er this year which he passed 
with flying colours ... The flu 
brought out or aggravated 
something that could not have 
been' detected, and clearly it 
would not have been right for 
him to take up this job." 

Merger talk, page 15 


Your chance 

To QUESTION 

Peter mandelson 


THIS WEEK 
Independent readers 
have an opportunity 
that has been denied 
every top press and 
television 
interviewer for the 
past four months: 
the chance to put 
questions to Peter 
Mandelson. What 
does he miss most 
about life at the top? 
How’ has he been 
spending his time 
since he resigned? 
Why did he take out 
the home loan that 
precipitated his flail? 
Does he think public 
life now makes 
private life 
impossible? What 
are his favourite 
novel, film and 
painting? Since 
losing his cabinet 
job, has he lost 
friends? 

In answering 
questions from our 
readers, Mr 
Mandelson honours 
a commitment he 
made before his 
resignation. His 
answers will be 
published in 
Saturday's 
Independent, in 
advance of the 
publication of a new 
book, Mandelson, by 
Donald Macintyre. 

On Monday, The 
Independent begins 
serialisation of the 
biography, which Is 
neither authorised 
nor official and which 
is a compelling 
account of one man’s 



part in the making of 
New Labour 

Readers who wish 
to take part in this 
unique opportunity 
to interview one of 
the most vivid and 
controversial figures 
in modem politics 
can pose their 
questions in one of 
four ways. 

a) Simply call in 
your question by 
telephone on 0171- 
293 2844 between 
9am and 5pm today 
and tomorrow. 

b) E-mail your 
question to 
mandelsonquestions 
@independent.co.uk 
to reach us no later 
than 5pm tomorrow. 

c) Flax your 
question to ns on 
0171 293 2453 by 5pm 
tomorrow. 

d) Send your 
question on a 
postcard to 
Mandelson Talks’, 
The Independent, 
One Canada Square, 
Canary Wharf, 
London E14 5DL. 
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CGU Direct that' s who. 

Choose to pay your home insurance premium in 
easy instalments and you won't pay any interest*. 
That means peace of mind without pressure on 
your pocket. 

* 

CGU Direct 



12H 004 


Please quote ref: PRS190 


w7m 


Open 7 days a week, www.cgu-direct.co.uk Calls may be monitored ot recorded fc*r 
your protection. CGU Direct is z trading name of General Accident Fire and Life 
Assurance Corporation pic and Commercial Union Assurance Company pic. 

♦Full written details on request. 
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at Sainsburys. 
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Brigadier Blair 


with the barrack-room lawyers 


YOU can teH things arc serious 
when Paddy Ashdown gets up and 
nobody groans. Yesterday the lib- 
eral Democrats' leader rose to the 
kind of respectful silence which has 
long been just a wistful memory far 
him. That moment of restraint was 
symptomatic of a House in muted 
and reflective mood 
It wasn’t solemnity exactly, more 
a kind of battle-weariness- die ela- 
tion of enlistment and resistance 
having passed and MPs now set- 
tling in for the long slog There was 
even something rather desultory 
about the interventions from Ibny 
Benn and Ifem Daiyell - indignation 
by numbers rather than the volatile 


flare of last week- though Tam did 
come up with an unexpected final 
flanking attack in a point of order, 
asking the Prime Minister to 
reconsider some remarks about the 
reliability of reports from Belgrade- 
based reporters. First Tony Blair 
bombs our former wartime allies, 
then he insults John Simpson. Is 
there nothing he won’t stoop to? 

The Prime Minister himself gave 
a reasonably convincing perfor- 
mance of command - both of the 
war effort and himself. He still 
doesn't care much for contradiction, 
however admirably democratic it 
may be, but apart foom the odd flut- 
ter of exasperation, he answers 


queries more in sorrow than in 
anger, as though the questioner is 
a particularly dim-witted pupil at 
one of David Blunkett's remedial 
summer schools. “Do i really have 
to go overall this again"? his tone 
implies, as he insists that President 
Slobodan Milosevic's ethnic cleans- 
ing was already underway before a 
single Nato bomb was dropped. 

The more troublesome pupils 
don't always take this quietly. When 
Mr Blair claimed that, as a result 
of Nato's action, the pace of ethnic 
deansing had "significantly dim- 
inished" there were mutters of dis- 
sent from the Tory back row and 
one crv of • Rubbish!", but the 


the Sketch 


THOMAS 

SUTCLIFFE 

Prime Minister wasn't to be 
diverted. “We now know that Bel- 
grade was making detailed plans for 
ethnic cleansing as early as Feb- 


ruary" he said, though he didn’t 
explain how we knew. Labour back- 
benchers hear-heared the ethical 
crescendos in his speech with a 
quiet, dutiful murmur; prepared to 
do their homework but not to be 
wildly enthusiastic about it 

There was a sudden indignant 
moo when Mr Daiyell ventured a 
general slur against the “ethnic 
Albanians", noting that Germany's 
Federal Police had claimed that the 
Kosovo Liberation Army was a 
largely drug-financed operation. 

MPs clearly took the view that 
Mr Dalyell’s remarks were racist 
and they were almost as indignant 
when Alan Clark rose to alert Mr 


Blair to the ironies of waging ap a* 
war against Serbia on the anniver- 
sary of Hitler’s terror raids on Bel- 
grade. He was “associating this 

house and tins country with the su^ 

taued bombardment of abrave and 
Christian people”. 

Mr CLark’s implicit compari- 
son between Mr Blair and toe 
leader of the Third Reich provoked 
some dissent but nothing like as 
much as that blanket approval for 
the Serbs did. This was, I suppose, 
inteBedualty consistent a prejudice 
in favour of an entire people is no 

i_ Ji — iLan Ana SKljnct' 


than the generalisation that had 
appalled Mr Chuffs colleagues. 

to one of hjsbetterjnoment^Mr 

Blair reminded the House that the 

Question of nationality was irrele- 
vant anyway that a raiffiMniden- 
... aim snfflnStlC 
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ing that it was the praise rather 


categorisations. „ 

“qiiey are human bangs at risk, 

he said simply of the Kosovo 
refugees. But if he hoped to bring 

Mr Clarit on side, I suspect he was 
invoking the wrong species alto- 
gether. The only chance of doing 
that would be to gather information 
on toe number of Albanian donkeys 
inured by reckless Serf) mffitiamen 

shooting at their riders. 



More troops being 
sent to Macedonia 




John Hutton MP yesterday launching a booklet for young people living away from home Peter Macdiarmid 


TONY BLAIR insisted yesterday 
that Nato's military action in Yu- 
goslavia would continue until all 
its demands for a peace settle- 
ment were met by President 
Slobodan Milosevic The Prime 
Minister announced “substan- 
tial reinforcements" of British 
troops in the region. 

In his first Commons state- 
ment since the Easter recess, 
Mr Blair said a second Ar- 
moured Battle Group would 
be sent to support military per- 
sonnel in Greece and Macedo- 
nia to boost the number of 
troops by about 1.800. to 6,300. 
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PM’S STATEMENT 

by Sarah Schaefer 
Political Reporter 

“They are being sent so that the 
UK can be in a position to play 
our proper role in the interna- 
tional effort to ensure toe 
refugees are able to return to 
Kosovo in safely,*' be said. 

The Prime Minister stressed 
there could be no compromise 
in the commitment to defeat toe 
“hideous policy" of ethnic 
deansing. “This action will take 
time. Dictators like Milosevic do 
not bow down at the first set- 
back to their p lans . But as the 
weather improves, his forces 
will have fewer hiding places." 
He told MPs that every (fay the 
air attacks were causing further 
damage to “Milosevics military 
machine". 

He added: “The conflict we 
now face in Kosovo is a test of 
our commitment and our re- 
solve to ensure that the 
21st century does not begin with 
a continuing reminder in Eu- 


rope of the worst aspects of toe 
century now drawing to a 
close.” 

William Hague, toe Conser- 
vative leader; expressed his 
party’s continuing support But 
he added: “\bu have said there 
was no question of committing 
ground troops to an invasion of 
Kosovo in advance of a political 
settlement More recently you 
have stated you are keeping all 
options under review. Was the 
second of these statements in- 
tended in any way to modify the 

first?” Mr Blair said toe objec- 
tives would remain exactly the 
same as Nato had set out 

But backbench concern 
erupted again when Tony 
Benn, the Labour MP for 
Chesterfield, said: "if the air 
war goes on for weeks and 
months and even longer; with 
all the death and destruction 
that it causes, what contribution 
do you think that will make to 
long-term peace and stability in 
toe Balkans?" 

Martin Bel the former BBC 


Lords’ threat 
to block Bill 


THE GOVERNMENT braced it- 


self for a constitutional dash 
with the House of Lords last 
night as peers were expected 
to vote against the lowering of 
the age of consent for homo- 
sexuals from 18 to 16. 

Baroness Young, a Tory 
peer, took the unusual step of 
moving a wrecking amendment 
to the Sexual Offences (Amend- 
ment) Bill during its second 
reading in an attempt to have 
the legislation thrown out. But 
ministers have made dear they 
will invoke the Parliament Act, 
which can overrule peers, and 
reintroduce the measure in the 
Queen's Speech. 

The legislation, which in- 
dudes safeguards for young 
people in care, was over- 
whelmingly backed in the Com- 
mons in a free vote earlier this 
year But Lady Young said she 
had all-party support for her 
amendment 

She added she opposed the 
Bill partly because it “mates 
legal for the first time buggery 
for both boys and girls. 

“I can only suppose this is a 
rather curious equal opportu- 
nity,” she said. The law “influ- 


AGE OF CONSENT 


By Sarah Schaefer 

ences behaviour" and lowering 
toe age ot consent would “send 
out the wrong signal to young 
people”. 

Opening the debate, Lord 
Williams of Mostyn, a Home Of- 
fice minister; urged peers to 
back the measure to ensure 
“equality before the criminal 
law” for homosexuals. 

“We believe this is a funda- 
mental prindple of equality... 
we are not opening the flood- 
gates of social change for fur- 
ther reductions in toe age of 
consent" 

The Liberal Democrat Earl 
Russell told Lady Young: “I do 
not believe there are going to 
be any fewer homosexual acts 
if you are successful." 

The Bishop of Bath and 
Wells, the Rt Rev James 
Thompson, said the current 
law endorsed a judgemental 
and sometimes violent attitude 
towards homosexuality and 
made gays “less safe. They 
have nowhere to go to find out 
how they could sort their lives 
out," he said. 


Foreign Office 
checks MI6 link 


ranaanigg 



TIW7. 


MINISTERS PROMISED action 
to curb the activities of merce- 
naries last night in response to 
the arms to Sierra Leone affair: 

Robin Cook is also over- 
hauling his department’s links 
with MI6 amid criticism that in- 
telligence reports on shipments 
of arms by British mercenaries 
were not seen by officials. But 
toe official response to a criti- 
cal report by the Fb reign Affairs 
Committee rejected sugges- 
tions that Mr Cook’s most senior 
official had failed in his duties. 

Ministers wfll now hope to put 
the affair behind them. It deep- 
ened after the mercenary com- 
pany Sandline International 
broke an arms embargo on Sier- 
ra Leone but escaped prosecu- 
tion by claiming officials were 
aware of its activities. A further 
row broke out after a member of 
the Fhreigu Affairs Committee, 
Ernie Ross, was forced to resign 
after admitting leaking a draft of 
the report to Mr Cook 

The Foreign Secretary had 
said that fadings by his de- 
partment had already been ad- 
dressed after an official report 
into toe debacle was published 


MERCENARIES 

by Fran Abrams 
W estminster Correspondent 

last July. He criticised the MPs 
for deciding to go ahead with 
their own, subsequent inquiry. 

But although last night's re- 
sponse to the MPs' report de- 
fended officials and ministers, 
it also made several conces- 
sions. It accepted calls fora con- 
sultative Green Paper on the 
activities of mercenaries and an- 
nounced that arrangements for 
liaison with intelligence agen- 
cies were being modernised 
It added that allowing 
Britain's High Commissioner. 
Peter Penfbld. to go into exile in 
Guinea with the Sierra Leone 
government, when Britain had 
no permanent diplomatic post 
there, may have been foolish. 

The chairman of the Foreign 
Affairs Committee, Donald An- 
derson, said he was encouraged 
by the progress that had been 
made. 

But the Conservatives at- 
tacked the Government for its 
refusal to admit a string of 
failings in toe Fbneign Office. 


war correspondent and Inde- 
oendent MP for Tatton, said to 
Mr Slain “Is it not true that cir- 
cumstances on the ground can 

onty be changed by boots on the 

ground? Do we not have a 

moral, as well as a military im- 
perative, to go fora ground in- 
tervention, whether opposed or 
unopposed?" 

Affice Mahon, the Labour 
MP for Halifax, questioned 
what was “humanitarian" 
about the action when Kosovo 
Albanians were driven out of 
their country and toe Serbs 
were being bombed bad: to the 
“Stone Age". 

The Labour MP Clive Soiey 
said his Ealing, Acton and 
Shepherd’s Bush constituency 
contained more Serbians than 
most others. “Although they 
are desperaiety unhappy about 
the bombing they also know 
that there is a sense of shame 
among the Serb people for 
what is being done in their 
name. Ethnic cleansing is no 
part of Serbian culture.” 


the House 




Council limits 

Council budgets in 
England wfll not be 
limited by the 
Government this year 
after the ending of 
universal capping, toe 
Deputy Prime Minister. 
John Prescott, said. But 
the Government would 
monitor the finances of 
12 local authorities that 
set toe largest budgets 
for 1999-2000. 

Attack on care 

Government plans to set 
up primary care trusts 

came under attack by the 
Tories. Ann Widdecombe, 
the shadow health 
secretary, said: “Not a 
single thing in this 
[Health] Bill is going to 
address the problems of 
the totally dispossessed.” 

Questions 

and 

answers 


Clegg cost Elm 

THE COST to the Ministry 
of Defence of defending 
paratrooper Lee Clegg, 
who was cleared of 
murdering a Belfast 
teenager earlier this year, 
was over £lm, toe Armed 
Forces minister, Doug 
Henderson, disclosed. 
That did not indude the 
cost of toe first trial 
which was met by toe 
Northern Ireland Office, 

Today’s agenda 

Commons: Backbench 
debates on BBC coverage 
of Parliament; 
preservation of wildlife; 
access for the disabled to 
railway stations in 
Lewisham; housing 
projections for 
Gloucestershire; h uman 
rights in Colombia. 
International 
development questions. 
PM’s Questions. Access 
to Justice Bill, second 
reading. Short debate on 
investigations of murders 
of Britons in Bahamas. 
Lords: Debates on tax 

and spending levels and 
action against Armenian 

people by Turkey in 1915 
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Boys ‘intimidate’ girls 
into dropping science 
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‘Girls don’t like being wrong so they don’t compete’ says educational consultant Averil McDonald Chris Watt 


SINGLE s£L\ science classes 
from the age of 1 1 onwards and 
Sashy cars for physics teach- 
ers would stop girls giving up 
physics, ar. academic said yes- 
terday. Girls are intimidated by 
boys and their contidenee in 
their scientific ability increases 
if tht-y are taught separately, 
according to Averil Macdonald, 
an educational consultant ar.d 
parl-iime lecturer at the Uni- 
versity of Reading. 

Ms Macdonald told the 
Institute of Physics Congress 
at the University of Salford tliat 
research showed girls from 
single sex schools did better in 
science than those at mixed 
schools and were more likely 
to carry on with science to A- 
level and at university. 

Girls are now outperforming 
boys in science ar.d technology 
at GCSE but only one in five A- 
levd physics; student is a girl 
and boys account for an even 
higher proportion of A-level 


Bv Judith Judd 
E ducation Editor 

entries than they did 10 years 
ago. Research published four 
years ago by the University of 
Bristol's department of edu- 
cation found that about half of 
girls who had been taught 
GCSE physics in all-girl 
classes went on to take it at A- 
level. compared with only a 
handful in previous years. 

Eighty-tu'O per cent in the 
single-sex classes achieved A 
to C grades, compared with a 
national average of 40 per cent. 

Ms Macdonald, a former 
physics teacher, said: “Bovs 
are more confident and vocif- 
erous than girls in a mixed 
environment and they tend to 
take over. Teachers will say 
that -.vc need girls in mixed 
classes because they are a 
civilising influence. Does that 
mean we are prepared to sac- 
rifice girls so that boys do 


How the Sexes 

Compare 


Exam 

A-ievei 
Physics 
i Entries 


23.119 6.553 


Pass rate 88.7?® 91% 

Chemistry 

Entr.es ' 20.132 16.971 
Pass rate 38.4% 90% 

Biology 

I Entries 19.322 29.070 
Pass rate 85.9% 88.4% 

Source- 7 996 A- level exam 
statistics for candidates 
agea oetv.een 16 ard 18 


their best?" Ms Macdonald 
said the problem of persuad- 
ing girls to do physics had 
become acute now that near- 
ly ail British schools were co- 
educational 

“Girls do very well at GCSE. 
They simply choose not to do 
jt at A-level because thev don't 


feel comfortable. Girls like to 
feel they are approved of and 
as soon as they feel slightly in- 
timidated by boys thev - back off. 
Boys are happy about taking 
risks and don't mind being 
wTong. They like to compete. 
Girls don't like being wrong, so 
they won't compete." 

Girls needed to be reas- 
sured that they could do 
physics well she added. At pre- 
sent most pupils study “dou- 
ble award science".* which 
includes physics, chemistry 
and biology. 

Pupils do not know their 
mark for each individual sub- 
ject so girls tend to assume 
that their biology result has 
pulled their total mark up. Ms 
Macdonald argued that each of 
the three sciences should be 
graded separately. She added 
that all physics teachers 
should be given an expensive 
car to show that physics was 
a rewarding, prestigious career. 


Nurses to 
replace 
GPs in 
new NHS 


THE BIGGEST transformation 
of the NHS in its 50-year histo- 
ry, with nurses replacing GPs 
as the “gatekeepers" to care, 
was heralded by the Prime 
Minister yesterday. 

The changes could spell the 
end of the family doctor pro- 
viding for all the patient’s needs. 
Instead, patients would receive 
personalised care based on 
their medical history from a va- 
riety of health professionals, 
according to their needs. 

The change would be a nat- 
ural development of Primary 
Care Groups (PCGsl - dusters 
of GP practices serving popu- 
lations of about 100,000 - which 
replaced the GP ftmdholding 
scheme on 1 April. FCGs have 
already been compared to 
Health Maintenance Organi- 
sations in the US, which have 
responsibility for all the health 
needs of the populations they 
serve. 

As forecast in The Indepen- 
dent two months ago, the first 
steps towards realising this vi- 
sion were spelt out by Mr Blair 
yesterday in a speech in Birm- 
ingham to the first conference 
for PCGs, attended by 1,000 
GPs, nurses and managers. 
He announced a network of 20 
walk-in “health shops", to be led 
by nurses, where patients 
would be able to get instant care 
for minor ailments and which 
would be open from 7am to 
10pm on weekdays. Mr Blau- 
said: “The NHS has to keep up 
with developments in other 
areas of people’s lives." 

But the biggest change is to 
the NHS Direct 24-hour help- 
line, which is rapidly being de- 
veloped as a new first point of 
contact for patients seeking 
medical care. The nurse-run ad- 
vice line is to be given a bigger 
role in three pilot areas - the 
North-east Nottinghamshire 
and west London - where it will 
field all calls to GPs out of 
hours. Other services to be 


BY JEREMY LAUKANCE 
Health Editor 

tested include nurses making 
calls to check on patients. Ad- 
vice will also be provided over 
the Internet with access points 
in post offices, libraries and ac- 
cident and emergency units. 

Stephen Thornton, chief ex- 
ecutive of the NHS Confedera- 
tion, welcomed Mr Blair's 
“inspirational vision" but 
warned it would lead to an 
enormous rise in public ex- 
pectations. “A telephone bank- 
ing style front-end to the NHS 
... requires rattling short of a 
complete transformation. My 
concern is that we may get an 
exciting front-end to the service 
and the core services - property 
staffed hospitals and good- 
quality cancer treatment - ; 
won’t be able to keep up." 

Mr Thornton said the plans 
spelt a “radical transforma- 
tion of general practice" in 
hich the first point of contact 
for patients would be a profes- 
sional more like a nurse than a 
doctor. “It could perhaps spell 
the end of the family doctor." 

Christine Hancock, general 
secretary of the Royal College 
of Nursing, said nurses were 
being given extra authority to 
help patients to treat them- 
selves. “Nurses are good lis- 
teners and may be better 
placed to help people with com- 
mon problems," she said 

But the British Medical As- 
sociation said it was dismayed 
by the plans. Simon Fradd. 
deputy chairman of the GPS' 
committee, said the future of 
general practice was threat- 
ened. “GPs will no longer be co- 
ordinating everything. If you 
take over large chunks of the 
GPs’ work it undermines the 
core service they provide and 
breaks the doctor-patient rela- 
tionship. General practice could 
be fragmented, destabilised and 
even privatised" 


Caring prison 
staff ‘mocked’ 
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YOUNG PRISON officers who by 
to show a caring attitude 
towards prisoners are the sub- 
ject of “domination and intim- 
idation" by cynical older 
colleagues, toe Chief Inspector 
of Prisons said yesterday. 

Publishing his annual re- 
port Sir David Ramsbotoam 
said the Prison Service was be- 
devilled by the premise that 
prisoners were “subordinates". 

New prison officers fired with 
enthusiasm for working pos- 
itively with inmates are quickly 
put in their place by senior col- 
leagues, who exert “domination 
and intimidation, a pernicious 
way of influencing colleagues". 
Sir David said. 

In what will be seen by some 


By Ian Burrell 
Home Affairs Correspondent 

as a challenge to toe prison 
chiefs to crack down on the 
Prison Officers’ Association, 
Sir David called on Martin 
Narey the new director-general 
of toe Prison Service, to chal- 
lenge the entrenched staff 
attitude at many prisons. 

He said: “I suggest to Mr 
Narey that no factor will better 
enable him to respond to the 
Home Secretary’s objectives 
than a determined and sus- 
tained attack on the old culture, 
wherever it manifests itself. It 
is inward looking, it is a blame 
culture, and it does toe name 
of toe Prison Service no good.” 
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Airbag may have killed crash driver 
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A WOMAN who died after her 
car was involved in a head-on 
collision may have been the 
first motorist to be billed by the 
inflation of a driver’s airhag, an 
inquest was told yesterday. 

Jennifer Reichardt, 47, a 
legal executive, died after the 
collision near St Helens, 
Merseyside, last year. Al- 
though the airbag of her Rover 
400 stopped her hitting the 
windscreen or the steering 
wheel she still suffered a frac- 
tured skull. It is thought to be 


By Kate Waxson-Smyth 


the first time the role of an 
airbag has been questioned in 
connection with a death in the 
UK, although there have been 
many such cases in the Unit- 
ed States. 

Dr Kenneth Mason, of Whis- 
ton Hospital accident and 
emergency department, where 
Ms Reichardt was taken after 
the crash, told the inquest that 
it was the first case of its kind 
he had seen in 17 years of 


A&E medicine. “This is the first 
case where I suspected it 
mi gh t be an air-bag," he said. 
“I considered the possibility 
that the injury was caused by 
being thrown back by the 
airbag against the head re- 
straint." He told the jury that 
Ms Reichardt's only life- 
threatening injury was caused 
by the blow to her head. 

Ernest Gradwell. a consul- 
tant pathologist at the hospital 
who did a post-mortem exam- 
ination, said: “Miss Reichardt 


sustained a fracture to the 
base of her skull which is the 
first I have ever seen. This type 
of fracture is very uncom- 
mon . . . there appeared to be no 
contact with the car wind- 
screen or steering wheel.’’ 

He said she had come into 
contact with a force similar to 
someone jumping off the top of 
a building. 

Paul Leyland, the driver of 
an Opel Ascona, which was in 
collision with Ms Reichardt's 
can said that just before the 


crash, as he slowed into an ap- 
proaching bend, his car jud- 
dered and continued in a 
straight line. “The car pulled to 
the left and I could not control 
it as I went straight on. I col- 
lided with another car. I tried 
to get out of the way but I 
couldn't.'’ he said. 

Mr Leyland, 22, who had 
just had suspension work car- 
ried out on the vehicle, said he 
walked away from his 13-year- 
old car, which had no airbag, 
with just a cut lip. 


The inquest at St Helens 
town Hall was told that he was 
fined £250 last year for driving 
without due care and a t te nt ion. 

PC Harry Jones, an off-duty 
officer who arrived at the scene 
of the accident, said the front 
of the car was crushed down to 
the front of Ms Reichardt’s 
legs, but he did not believe that 
had caused her fetal injuries. 
He added that she had been 
wearing a seatbelt and was ne- 
ther too close nor too far from 
the steering wheeL 


PC Harry Walsh, senior ve- 
hicle examiner with Mersey- 
side Pdk^ bought 

were caused by the airbag 
rather than by die cars bulk- 
head. He said: “It would appear 
had the airbag not been em- 
ployed the outcome of the ac- 
cident could have been totally 
different” 

PC Walsh said he found 
nothing wrong with either ve- 
hicle that would have caused 

the accident. 

In a crash, an airbag opens 


at up to 200mph, with the force 
of a heavyweight boxer’s 


is twice as loud as. a rifle shot 
Only two airbag injuries 
have been reported in Britain. 
In both case the drivers were 
burnt probably by friction. - ■ 
Experts in the United States 
believe that sborterpeople sit- 
ting closer to the dashboard are 
more at risk, and in Canada the 
bags are being designed to in- 
flate more slowiy. 

The inquest continues today. 



The Rose (bottom left) seen in a 16th-century 
engraving with The Globe (right) Bridgeman 


Rose Theatre 


revived after 


393 years 


A TEN-YEAR campaign to save 
the remnants of the theatre 
where Shakespeare and Mar- 
lowe staged their plays culmi- 
nated in a partial victory 
yesterday when the Rose 
Theatre reopened. 

However, despite the 
presence of the Secretary of 
State for Culture. Chris Smith, 
and the playwright Sir Tbm 
Stoppard, the early wishes of 
the late Lord Olivier and Dame 
Peggy Ashcroft that it reopen 
as a theatre have not been 
fulfilled. Instead, it will be an ex- 
hibition centre - a victory of 
sorts certainly, as developers 


By David Lister 
A rts News Editor 


once wanted to cover the whole 
site permanently with offices. 

The foundations of the inti- 
mate open-air theatre, discov- 
ered during building work in 
1988, are stiff shrouded in a foot 
of concrete, sand and water; to 
preserve them. 

A decade ago, protesters in- 
cluding Dame Judi Dench, Sir 
Ian McKellen. Lord Olivier and 
Dame Peggy joined local resi- 
dents to picket the site and 
save it from the bulldozers. 

A £lm grant from the gov- 



Simon Hughes (left), Janet Suzman, Sir Tom Stoppard and Chris Smith at the official opening of the Rose Theatre yesterday Glynn Griffiths 


erament of the time compen- 
sated developers for changing 
their plans so they could sus- 
pend their 13-storey block on 
three massive girders over the 
irreplaceable remnants of 
Philip Henslowe’s theatre. 

There are eventual plans to 


redesign the new building to 
include a special basement 
display space for the theatre re- 
mains and it is hoped arch- 
aeological advances will enable 
full excavation in future. 

Viators will be able to see the 
exhibition, incorporating a 
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sound and light show narrated 
by Sir Ian telling the site's his- 
tory. The campaign patrons 
Janet Suzman and Sir Tom 
Stoppard were there to see the 
opening. Sir Tom’s Oscar- 
winning screenplay Shake- 
speare In Love centres on the 
theatre. He said: “The exhibi- 
tion is very informative and has 
been very well done.” 

Preserving the remains of 
the Rose had been the right 
thing to do despite the cost, he 
said. “We put on a show and a 
lot of us came here to persuade 
the government to stop it [the 


redevelopment]. Nobody suf- 
fered from it The office build- 
ing is here anyway.” 

Ironically the office building 
had stood empty for three years 
after completion, until a gov- 
ernment department' moved 
in. and it is only intended to last 
a generation. 

The lifespan of the Rose was 
short, from 1587 to 1606, when 
it was overshadowed by larges 
newer rivals such as the Globe, 
now reconstructed near by. 

It was Christopher Mar- 
lowe’s theatre, but the young 
Shakespeare’s Titus AndTtmicus 


and Henry VI Part One were 
staged there before he formed 
his own company. 

Geoffrey Rush, the actor 
who played Henslowe in the 
film, sent a message saying: “I 
applaud this venture. If I was 
able to stand in front of you and 
it today Td be wearing rose- 
coloured glasses." 

Hie constituency MR Simon 
Hughes, said: “This is the holy 
of holies of English theatre.” 

From today, visitors can see 
the exhibition, with admission 
£3 for adults. £250 for conces- 
sions and £2 for children. 


Irvine 

‘biased 

against 

women’ 


By Robert Verkajk 


THE LORD Chancellor feces 
further “jobs-foi^tb e-boys” al- 
legations today as a second 
Haim of sex discrimination 
comes before an industrial' 
tribunaL 

Last month Lord Irvine of 
Lairg was found guilty of indi- 
rect sex discrimination by ap- 
pointing a senior City solicitor 
and personal friend, Garry 
Hart as his special adviser. 

Josephine Hayes, a barrister 
claims procedures for the allo- 
cation of work to barristers 
representing the Government 
in civil cases discriminate 
against women. Her claim 
steins from a decision to ap- 
point Philip Sales, a junior bar- 
rister and former working 
colleague of the Lord Chan- 
cellor, to the most senior posi- 
tion on the Government's list of 
retained barristers. Of 116 out- 
side barristers on the list only 
13 are women. 

Ms Hayes said she was not 
given the chance to apply be- 
cause the appointment was 
made on the basis of “secret 
soundings” between the Lord 
Chancellor the Solicitor Gen- 
eral at the time, Lord Falcon- 
er of Tboroton, and five senior 
members of the judiciary Ibday 
Ms Hayes will ask the tribunal 
to order the Lord Chancellor; 
the Attorney General John 
Morris QC. and the senior 
judges to disclose the content 
of the “soundings”. 

If the tribunal rules against 
Ms Hayes's application, her 
solicitor Sara Leslie, said she 
would apply for witness orders 
to force Lord Irvine to attend 
the tribunal to give evidence. 


Railtrack is 
‘worse than 
British Rail’ 


THE NATIONAL rail network is 
in a worse condition than at pri- 
vatisation, according to a report 
yesterday that criticised Rail- 
track's investment record. 

The report, commissioned by 
the rah regulator said Railtrack 
had failed to tackle train delays, 
shabby stations and ageing sig- 
nalling It also found Rail track’s 
maintenance spending was 
“below expectations" and 
warned that a backlog of work 
was emerging 

John Prescott the Deputy 
Prime Minister, said: “The re- 
port paints a sorry picture of its 
performance as stewards of 
the country's railway network." 

He said he was considering 
paying the ELSbn annual subsidy 
direct to Railtrack, giving the 
Government a big voice in the 
company’s strategy as The In- 
dependent reported on Monday. 

Shares in Railtrack fell yes- 
terday with the publication erf the 
report by consultants Booz 
Allen, who were commissioned 
lastyearbythe outgoing rail reg- 
ulator to measure Railtradc’s 
performance since 1995. The 
new rail regulator; Tbm Winsor 
will use their findings to set the 
charges that train operators 
must pay to use Rafltrack’s net- 
worit after 200L Railtrack has al- 
ready been told to deliver 


BY PHILIP THORNTON 
Transport Correspondent 


greater improvements or face a 
cap on its profits. 

Booz Allen said: “It is likely 
that there has been a decline in 
the underlying quality of the 
network assets as a whole. 
Generally, Railtrack's physical 
activity in renewing assets has 
been below expectations.” 

The report said Railtrack 
had funnelled money to areas 
where it gained the most fi- 
nancial benefit at the expense 
of long-term projects to im- 
prove journeys for passengers. 

Railtrack said the report had 
been written “with the benefit 
of hindsight" and before its 
£27bn, 10-year investment plan 
was unveiled last month. It said 
it should be put in the context 
of a 25 per cent growth in pas- 
senger demand and a planned 
tripling of rail investment Ger- 
ald Corbett foe chief executive 
of Railtrack, said: “The report 
highlights there is still much to 
do. TO* face huge challenges and 
Railtrack is dedicated to getting 
it right and doing better” 

Save Our Railways, the pres- 
sure group, said the report left 
Railtrack’s reputation “in tat- 
ters" and highll^ited the need 
for tougher regulation. 


Yvonne Roberts 



It’s dangerous when a role 
model-cum-goddess proves 
as mortal as the rest of us 
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NOTICE TO HOUSE OF FRASER 
CARDHOLDERS 


THE MONTHLY RATES OF INTEREST 
APPLICABLE TO HOUSE OF FRASER CARD 
ACCOUNTS OPERATED BY GE CAPITAL 
BANK LIMITED ARE TO BE DECREASED 
AS F0LL0WS:- 


F0R CARDHOLDERS PAYING BY DIRECT 
DEBIT THE MONTHLY RATE WILL BE 2.05% 
(EQUIVALENT TO AN APR OF 27.5 
[VARIABLE]). FOR CARDHOLDERS PAYING 
BY ANY OTHER MEANS THE MONTHLY 
RATE WILL BE 2.17% (EQUIVALENT TO AN 
APR OF 29.3 [VARIABLE]). 


FOR BUDGET ACCOUNT CARDHOLDERS THE 
NEW RATE WILL APPLY TO ALL BALANCES 
BROUGHT FORWARD FROM THEIR MAY 
STATEMENT OF ACCOUNT AND TO ALL 
TRANSACTIONS DEBITED TO THE 
ACCOUNT AFTER THAT STATEMENT DATE 
FOR ALL OTHER CARDHOLDERS THE NEW 
RATE WILL BECOME EFFECTIVE ON 
30 APRIL 1999 AND WILL APPLY TO ALL 
INTEREST BEARING BALANCES 
OUTSTANDING ON AND TO ALL 
TRANSACTIONS DEBITED FROM 
THAT DATE. 


THE FINANCIAL DETAILS IN CARDHOLDERS' 
CREDIT AGREEMENTS ARE VARIED TO 
REFLECT THESE CHANGES IN ACCORDANCE 
WITH THE PROVISIONS OF THOSE 
AGREEMENTS. 


. GE CAPITAL BANK LIMITED 
REGISTERED IN ENGLAND NO 1456283 
REGISTERED OFFICE: 6 AGAR STREET 
LONDON WC2N 4HR.GE CAPITAL BANK 
LIMITED IS AFFILIATED WITH GENERAL 
ELECTRIC COMPANY (USA) AND 2? 
CONNECTED WITH THE ENGLISH COMPANY 
OF A SIMILAR NAME. 
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U S offers armed support to Kurds 



THE UNITED STATES may offer 
full military protection against 
President Saddam Hussein to 
the Iraqi Kurds if they allow the 
Iraqi opposition to base itself in 
the area they control. 

American and British air- 
craft currently patrol north of 
Iraq’s 36th parallel but the US 
is considering a radical expan- 
sion of its role, by giving a full 
military guarantee to the whole 
of Iraqi Kurdistan. 

The area, inhabited by three 
million Kurds, has been outside 
President Saddam' s control 
since 1991. but it remains 
vulnerable to attack. 

Hoshyar Zibari. a leader of 
the Kurdistan Democratic 


By Patrick Cockburn 

Party iKDP). which controls 
western Kurdistan, said: "We 
would need to haw a no th', no- 
drive zone protecting our cities 
from Iraqi government retali- 
ation if we were to co-operaLe 
with the Iraqi opposition." US 
officials were seriously consid- 
ering the matter, he said. 

The l 5 S wants to make the 
Iraqi opposition a serious 
threat lo the Iraqi leader. It can 
do so only by persuading the 
leaders of the KDP and the 
Patriotic Union of Kurdistan, 
which controls eastern Kur- 
distan. to allow the Iraqi oppo- 
sition to be based in areas that 


they control. The Kurds say 
they will only allow this - and 
break with their current livc- 
and-let-livc policy towards 
Baghdad - if the US promises 
to defend them. 

All sides are conscious of 
similarities with Nnlo's efforts 
to protect the Kosovars from 
Serbia bv the massive use of air 
power. Ghassan Attiyah, editor 
of Iraqi File, an analysis of 
events in Iraq, said that the 
credibility of US guarantees 
depended on llie outcome of the 
Kosovo crisis: "If Nalo suc- 
ceeds in Kosovo it will be good 
fur us: otherwise uv will have 
to think again." 

Mr Attiyah said the Iraqi 



opposition could act effective- 
ly against President Saddam 
only if it had bases in Iraq from 
which to operate. He added that 
(he one possible location of 


these bases was Kurdistan, be- 
cause President Saddam had 
tight control of the rest of the 
country. 

The Iraqi National Congress 
•INCi, the umbrella organisa- 
tion of the opposition, had sev- 
eral thousand men in Kurdistan 
until 1990. when they were 
forced to flee after Iraqi tanks 
captured Arbil, the Kurdish 
capital. Several hundred INC 
members were killed. 

The new American policy 
began to emerge at a meeting 
of the INC. held under US 
auspices, at Windsor. Berkshire, 
last week It was held to recon- 
stitute the divided organisation 
and remove Ahmad Chal ab L 


its long-time leader, from office. 
He has been replaced by a col- 
lective leadership. 

The meeting was also im- 
portant as it brought together 
Kurdish leaders and Iraqi op- 
ponents of the Baghdad gov- 
ernment. 

Mr Zibari said, however that 
the Kurds would participate in 
the INC only if they had "con- 
crete promises of security from 
the US". The Kurdish parties 
have some 20.000 to 30,000 full- 
time troops, but they are Light 
infantry. They would need heav- 
ier 2rms and enhanced Amer- 
ican air protection to withstand 
Iraqi armoured divisions. 

The White House and the US 


State Department have come 
under intense pressure from 
Congress to give teeth to the 
Iraqi oppositioa Last year Con- 
gress passed the Iraq Libera- 
tion Act. under which financial 
aid and military' equipment 
would go to the INC and other 
opponents of President Sad- 
dam. Madeleine Albright, the 
US Secretary of State, deep- 
ened the US commitment to 
help the Kurds. 

US officials at the meeting at 
Windsor said that they were 
now considering going further. 
This would involve extending 

the no-fly zone to the whole of 
Kurdistan. Currently it does not 
cover the large Kurdish city of 


Sulaimanivah. Most important, 
it would also be turned into a 
no-drive zone. This would en- 
tail the US building up a capa- 
bility' to stop an Iraqi tank 
attack. 

The Foreign Office said yes- 
terday it was aware of the pro- 
posals, but that there were 
practical difficulties involved. 
This referred to the need to ob- 
tain the co-operation ofTurkey 
to base more American and 
British aircraft at airfields in 
eastern Turkey. 

Without an enhanced mili- 
tary guarantee, the Kurds will 
not break with Baghdad and the 
Iraqi opposition will remain an 
impotent force. 
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Sikhs mark 
300 years as 
warrior sect 
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INDIA’S MOST easily recog- 
nised communin', the Sikhs, 
formed a sea of turbans yes- 
terday at the northern Indian 
town of Anandpur Sahib, which 
means “town of bliss", to mark 
the 300th anniversary of a defin- 
ing moment in the history of 
their religion. 

Sikhs are, perhaps, the most 
enterprising and mobile com- 
munity from the sub-continent 
“Sikhs and potatoes are found 
all over the world." goes a pop- 
ular gibe. And beyond the world 
- when Neil Armstrong took his 
"small step for man” on the 
moon, Indians joke, he was 
surprised to bump into a fam- 
ily of Sikhs strolling about “We 
came here right alter Parti- 
tion," they explained. 

But the Sikh religion, an at- 
tempt to distil the best of both 
Hinduism and Islam, sprang 
from the soil of Punjab, near the 
present India-Pakistan border, 
.^vand it is to this small town in 
L-JrPunjab that 2 million pilgrims 
have come to take part in the 
300th anniversary celebrations 
of Khalsa (meaning “the 
Pure"). At Anandpur Sahib on 
13 April 1699, the 10th and last 
Sikh guru, Gobind Singh, con- 
verted Sikhs from a docile re- 
ligious order into a body of 
fighters, sworn to challenge 
both the Mogul conquerors and 
Hinduism’s caste system. 

The recent history of the 
Sikhs has been ferocious. A 
guerrilla movement to create 
an independent Sikh home- 
land, Kaiistan, led by a charis- 
matic country preacher called 
.la mail Singh Bhindranwale, 
split the Sikhs into factions in 
the 1970s. Sikhism is closely re- 
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UnHCT OF “'BAotn lated to Hinduism, from which 
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By peter popham 
in Delhi 

scholar pul iL The firebrand 
leader Bhindranwale hit on the 
perfect way to prevent absorp- 
tion: make the two communities 
loathe and fear one another 

The hostilities led to the 
shelling of Sikhism's Holy of 
Holies, the Golden Temple in 
Amritsac (Bhindranwale died in 
the onslaught), on the orders of 
prime minister Indira Gandhi 
on 3 June 1984: in Mrs Gandhi's 
assassination by her Sikh body- 
guards four months later; and 
in a subsequent pogrom of 
Sikhs in Delhi and elsewhere, 
in which the violence burnt 
itself ouL 

This all-too-recent history 
has not been forgotten, and 
extremist Sikhs still haunt the 
headlines of Indian newspa- 
pers. At Anandpur Sahib, the 
Sikhs’ temporal leader and his 
fanatical spiritual counterpart 
held rival celebrations. But this 
buoyant and adaptable com- 
munity has devoted the past 15 
years to finding new ways to ex- 
press their identity - mostly by 
getting rich. 

Punjab has the richest farm- 
land in India, and is the seat of 
India’s Green Revolution. De- 
spite being as recognisable as 
Hassidic Jews, Sikhs are more 
versatile (and less prudish and 
inhibited) than most of their 
countrymen. Famous modern 
Sikhs include India’s most re- 
forming finance minister; Man- 
mohan Singh; its grandest and 
most scandalous man of letters. 
Khushwant Singh; and its most 
successful (and irritating) pop 
star; Daler Mehndi, who is cur- 
rently touring the US. 

The energy that forced the 
British to acknowledge Sikhs as 
India's doughtiest warriors is 
finding more creative qutlets. 



Prodi calls 
for greater 
EU unity 


Sikh warriors performing a martial arts display in Punjab yesterday at the ‘Khalsa* celebrations 


ROMANO PRODI. the European 
Commission's incoming presi- 
dent, called fora new phase of 
political and economic inte- 
gration in Europe yesterday, 
and promised a stronger Eli 
would emerge from the crisis 
that toppled Jacques San ter. 

Mr Prodi whose backers in- 
clude Tony Blair, promised 
thorough reform and an end to 
EU corruption, but left no 
doubt about his ambitious vi- 
sions for European unity. 

In a speech that will alarm 
Eurosceptics, Mr Prodi called 
for more majority voting in the 
EU, greater powers for the Eu- 
ropean Parliament and a “sin- 
gle economy" with ~a single 
political unity". 

Mr Prodi was nominated 
unanimously by Europe’s lead- 
ers last month to succeed Mr 
Santer. but his appointment 
still needs to be ratified by the 
EU assembly in Strasbourg. 

In a politically astute move 
Mr Prodi defused his main dis- 
pute with many MEPs by an- 
nouncing he would not stand in 
June's elections to the Euro- 
pean Parliament Last week the 
former Italian prime minister 
bad angered many parliamen- 
tarians by failing to rule out his 
candidature for his newly 
formed Italian centre left party, 
the Democrats. That would 
have put him in direct compe- 
tition with Italian political op- 
ponents and their affiliated 
groupings in the Parliament 

Addressing MEPs in Stras- 
bourg. Mr Prodi won support 
with a strong pledge that he 
“will not tolerate corruption", 
and that he and his Commission 
will drive through “a great age 
of reform and change. We are 
not here to conserve, but to re- 
form," he added. 

That was enough to win the 
tacit approval of the two biggest 


by Stephen Castle 
in Brussels 

groups in the Parliament, the 
socialists and the centre-right 
Christian Democrats. 

Both the European Parlia- 
ment and the Council of Min- 
isters should be included in a 
thorough review of the work- 
ings of the EU institutions, 
said Mr Prodi. There would be 
a review of the Commission's 
day-to-day working, and its dis- 
tribution of portfolios to the 20 
Commissioners. 

But Mr Prodi also called for 
"transparent" relations, not 
only with Parliament, but with 
the Council of Ministers, the 
member state representatives 
whose meetings are held in 
private. 

Although Mr Prodi's speech 
came the day after a meeting 
with Mr Blair in London, much 
of his language will alarm 
Downing Street In particular 
Mr Prodi argued: ‘The single 
market was the theme of the 
1980s. The single currency was 
the theme of the 1990s. We now 
face the difficult task of moving 
towards a single economy, a sin- 
gle political unity." 

One British source said 
Whitehall would want to know 
more details of what was being 
proposed on the economic 
front and in which areas 
greater majority voting is pro- 
posed to operate. 

A complicated timetable now 
exists under which Mr Prodi is 
due to be ratified in May by the 
existing European Parliament. 
Between then and July he will 
discuss with member states 
the composition of the new 
Commission, which will have to 
be approved by the parliament 
elected in June. Those hearings 
will probably take place in late 
August or early September. 
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Fatchett censored Hong Kong report 


DEREK FATCHETT the minis- 
ter responsible for Hong Kong 
said yesterday that he had cen- 
sored a report to parliament on 
the former British colony; pre- 
pared tty his own civil servants. 

Earlier reports, prepared at 
six-month intervals, detailed 
progress on each area of the 
Sino-British agreement after 
the handover of Hong Kong in 


By Stephen Vines 
in Hong Kong 

July 1997. Mr Fatchett, keen to 
avoid what be called “second 
guessing" politicians in Hong 
Kong, toned down the contents 
of the latest report to “make it 
less of a language which says 
we are watching you". There- 
fore the most recent report 


submitted to parliament at Uie 
beginning of the year is short- 
er, less detailed and. according 
to Mr FtitchetL “more readable 
tty politicians and the people of 
Hong Kong". 

Asked whether he had in- 
tervened because Britain's 
main concern these days was 
China rather than Hong Kong, 
he said: “I totally refute that 


suggestion. We welcome evi- 
dence that China remains com- 
mitted to giving Hung Kong the 
high degree of autonomy prom- 
ised in the Joint Declaration." 

It had been Uiouglil the Gov- 
ernment would cease issuing 
the Hong Kong reports to Par- 
liament. However, they will still 
be given but not necessarily as 
frequently, he added 


Riot police on alert at Anwar trial 


MALAYSIA'S FORMER deputy 
prime minister was bracing 
himself Iasi night for a proba- 
ble prison sentence while riot 
police began surrounding the 
square opposite the courthouse 
with trucks and water cannon. 

The courtroom drama that 
has kept Malaysians glued to 
their televisions and newspa- 
pers for the past six months 


By Sarah Strickland 
in Kuala Lumpur 

reaches its climax today with 
the judge's verdict on .Anwar 
Ibrahim, the 51 -year-old chal- 
lenger to the Prime Minister, 
Mahathir Moharaed. 

Mr Anwar is accused of 
using his position to cover up 
allegations of sodomy and adul- 


tery. He has always denied the 
charges and claims that he is 
the victim of a political con- 
spiracy. It is widely assumed 
that he will receive a prison sen- 
tence of at least two to four 
years, quashing any immediate 
plans to re-enter the political 
ring Each of the four charges 
he faces carries a maximum 
penalty of 14 years and a £3,500 


fine but it only needs a sentence 
of one year or a fine of £2.000 to 
disqualify Anwar from serving 
in parliament for the next five 
years. 

Despite the prospect of a 
bleak future and a thwarted po- 
litical career. Anwar was in 
“extremely high spirits, better 
than ever” yesterday, according 
to one of his lawyers. 
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IN BRIEF 

Rebels abduct air passengers 

the COLOMBIAN army is searching for the passengers of 
an airliner hijacked by suspected left-wing rebels and forced 
to land on a remote airstrip in northern Colombia. People 
dressed in jungle fatigues then reportedly hustled the 41 
passengers and five crew into canoes on the Magdalena 
river. Police said there were no signs of violence. 

Monitors banned from Algiers poll 

THE INTERNATIONAL Crisis Group, a political watchdog, 
said yesterday it had serious doubts about the legitimacy 
of Algeria’s presidential eluction. The Brussels-based ICG 
attacked the Algiers government for refusing to allow 
international observers to monitor tomorrow’s poll and 
accused the EU of washing its hands of the issue. 

Sudan ceasefire extended 

SUDAN'S GOVERNMENT and rebel armies have agreed to 
prolong a nine-month-old ceasefire in southern areas at 
risk from famine ahead of a new round of peace talks next 
week. The Sudan People's Liberation Army, which wants 
autonomy for southern Sudan, said il would extend the 
ceasefire for another three months. 

Airline puts down 40 squirrels 

Tll'Nl iReds of Chinese squirrels were Wiled by the 
1 MJLeh air carrier KLM after they escaped from a 
detainment centre in .tmsterdam. About 40 of the 440 
M-urrifii across the airstrip and boarded planes. KLM 
said the animals had incurred health documents and had 
in be killed when the exporter refused to take them back. 
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Contempt 


ruling for 


‘evasive’ 


Clinton 


bill CLINTON was back in 
legal trouble yesterday after a 
ruling by an Arkansas judge 
that he was guilty of contempt 
for his testimony in the sexual 
harassment lawsuit brought 
by Paula Jones. 

In her judgment Susan Web- 
ber Wight cited President Clin- 
ton’s “wilfal failure" to obey her 
instructions to testify truthful- 
ly in the Jones lawsuit “The 
record demonstrates by dear 
and convincing evidence that 
the President responded to 
plaintiff's questions by giving 
false, misleading and evasive 
answers that were designed to 
obstruct the judicial process." 

The judge's findings related 
specifically to Mr Clinton’s de- 
nials of a sexual relationship 
with Monica Lewinsky. “Simply 
put the President’s ... testimo- 
ny regarding whether he had 
ever been alone with Ms Lewin- 
sky was intentionally false, and 
his statements regarding 
whether he had ever engaged in 
sexual relations wiffi Ms Lewin- 
sky likewise were intentionally 
false, notwithstanding tortured 
definitions and interpretations 
of the term ‘sexual relations'.” 

Attacking his much- 
criticised technique of “pars- 
ing" the judge’s questions to 
find legal loopholes. Judge 
Webber Wright said: “It is sim- 
ply not acceptable to employ de- 
ceptions and falsehoods in an 
attempt to obstruct the judicial 
process, understandable as his 
aggravation with the plaintiff’s 
lawsuit may have been." 

The ruling could prove cost- 
ly to the President, making 
him liable for thousands of dol- 
lars in costs and jeopardising 
his licence to practise as a 


BY MAKV DEJEV5KF 
in Washington 


lawyer In the first instance, Mr 
Clinton must pay the judge's 
costs for taking his testimony, 
and any legal costs incurred by 
Ms Jones as a result of his lying. 

Ms Jones, who recently 
moved back to Arkansas after 
agreeing an $850,000 (£530.000) 
settlement with Mr Clinton, is 
still in dispute with her suc- 
cessive teams of lawyers about 
how much she owes them. The 
long-running case grew out of 
her accusation that Mr Clinton 
propositioned her for oral sex 
in 1991 when he was Arkansas 
state governor and she was a 
junior state employee. 

While the judge eventually 
dismissed the case for lack of 1 
evidence of sexual harassment, \ 
this was before Ms Lewinsky | 
testified to the existence of a 
relationship, and Ms Jones was 
con temp lating an appeal at the 
time of the settlement 

Mr Clinton is already deep in 
debt as a result of legal costs in- 
curred in this and the Lewinsky 
case, and can ill afford more ex- 
pense. If the state of Arkansas 
decided to cancel his licence to 
practise law, he would be addi- 
tionally penalised, as this would 
not only deprive him of a pos- 
sible source of income after he 
leaves office, but add a mark of 
personal disgrace. 

The President's lawyers 
were reported to be considering 
an appeal, but an early legal and 
political consensus appeared to 
be forming that he should ac- 
cept the verdict rather than risk 
keeping the Jones case- and his 
nwn legal entanglements -in the 

public eye. 



Beavers captured in 
Battle of Potomac 


AMERICAN TIMES 

WASHINGTON 


COMMUNING WITH nature 
American-sfyle can entail ex- 


bloom along the tidal basin of 
the Potomac Riverattbis tune 


Service had the unenviable 
task of fc doing something". It 
set off “slow and ea sgT (its 
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Winched 
to safety 
from the 
flames 


A CONSTRUCTION worker 
trapped on top of a swaying, 
250ft-high crane above a raging 
fire deft) for more than an 
hour was rescued by a fire- 
fighter who dangled perilously 
from a helicopter cable. 

The fire broke out at an old 
mill in Atlanta, Georgia, on 
Monday. The flames were lick- 
ing at the cable as Matt Mose- 
ly, the firefighter, climbed on to 
the crane and scrambled to the 
end of the arm, where Ivor 
Sims was waiting. 

Mosely strapped Sims into a 
harness (above) and both were 
lowered to the ground. Sims 
walked to a stret&ei: and spec- 
tators applauded as he was 
wheeled to an ambulance He 
was in a stable condition yes- 
terday suffering from smoke in- 
halation and heat exposure. 

Larry Rogers, who was in 
the helicopter to guide the pilot 
and the cable, said the flames 
were intensely hot even 80ft 
above the cable. (Reuters) 


income scale you go, the more 
special clothing and equip- 
ment you are deemed to need, 
supplied with outdoorsy over* 
enthusiasm by the vast em- 
poriums that have beaten the 
track from the country's most 
venerated outdoors shop, L L 
Bean. These trendiest of pur- 
veyors delight in kitting you 
out as if to explore the Ama- 
zon, when what you had in 
mind was nothing more stren- 
uous than a spot ofbirdwatch- 
ing in the Virginia woods. 

Increasingly, though, you 
seem not to have to go as far 
as Virginia in pursuit of the 
American wilds - and you 
certainly don't need that 
extra-light, all-weather jacket 
and matching magenta wet- 
suit I have seen more deer on 
the verges of the Washington 
suburbs from the comfort of 
my car than I ever encoun- 
tered in the countryside. 

Wildlife is encroaching even 
on New York. Just a week or 
so ago, a wandering coyote 
was apprehended in Central 
Park. It was shot (with an 
anaesthetising dart, the police 
hastened to add), and caged 
for dispatch to a more con- 
ventional habitat “up-state". In 
Washington last week, a red- 
tailed hawk made news by 
swooping on to the White 
House lawn to feastonapres- 
idential duck. Public sympathy 
for the savagely dissected 
duck, however was muted by 
the relative rarity of the hawk: 
live and let die, said Washing- 
ton coolly, as it girded for war 
across the ocean. 

That, however; was before 
the beavers. Tb understand the 
fuss about the beavers, you 
need to know two things. 
Washington does not have 
many sources of civic pride, 
but It affects a communal 
swoon over the hundreds of 
Japanese cherry trees that 


penny m tne capital, 

every day you see a beavec 

So it was with shocked m- 

creduliiy that the park service 

admitted last week that four 
of the sacred cherries had 
b een cruelly felled. Smashed 
to the ground, heavy with pink 

blossom, they looted like rav- 
ished May queens, and the 
dty was out for vengeance. 
With the most celebrated 
chopper of cherry trees, 
George Washington, long 
gone, suspicion alighted on 
two enemies of the moment: 



The beaver: ‘Follower of 
the American dream’ 


anti-war protesters and - per- 
ish the thought - disgruntled 
Serbs. Small matter that nei- 
ther had been much in evi- 
dence before then. 

Expert examinatio n, how- 
ever turned up not axe marks, 
but tooth marks. The culprit 
was a beaver. Whereupon 
everything changed. In 
Beaver v Cherry Trees, this 
city of lawyers was split even- 
ly. it was “save our beavers" 
against “save our trees” - 
causes equal in environmen- 
tal merit, but fundamentally in- 
compatible. The National Park 


were encased in ne tting , and 
a $1,500 (£940) contract was put 
out on the beaver the trappers 
were called in. 

On night two of their patrol 
a spectacular success: they 
had their beaver - alive. But 
before they could claim their - 
bounty, word came from a 
chastened park service: “We 
believe there are now two 
beavers. We have had sight- 
ings" On Saturday night, 
moonlit blossom-strollers 
(their ranks now swelled with 
beaver-watchers and televi- 
sion crews) witnessed the 
capture of a second “furry crit 
ter” or “tree-murderer” (de- 
pending on your point of view).' 

By Monday, ffiough there was 
talk nf a third beaver, perhaps 
a whole family. 

By now, the park service- 
Its phone lines jammed by 
callers appealing for the-, 
beavers to be spared -was 
having to watch its language: 
With a real war never far 
away, any hint of deportation, 
still less species-deansing, 
was off-limits. Everyone did 
their best 

The traps were the most 
humane on the market; a 
Pennsylvania Couple offered 
the vacant pond on their es- 
tate, but the park service said 
that as celebrities, the beaters 
deserved to have their new ad- 
dress kept private. . 

One woman even described 
the beaver as a “true follow- 
er of tte American Dream. He 
should be allowed to build 
again,” she wrote to The 
Washington Post, “revel in 
his success and be proud of 
the beaver that he can be- 
come; because this is Ameri- 
ca.” lb. which there is surely 
only one response: “Bravo! 
Bravo! God bless the Beaver 
- and God bless America!” 

MakyDejevsky 
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The Independent/Independent on Sunday have joined forces with SeaFrance European Life to offer 
you excellent discounts on holidays to Champagne. From just £49 per person you can take a break in 
the heart of the Champagne region, inclusive of return ferry crossing, two nights’ accommodation and 
a complimentary bottle of champagne on your arrival. 


WHAT 


7© 3<s 


Y©yS CHAMMfiNE BREAK 


Travel with SeaFrance from Dover to Calais on any one of the 15 daily 
crossings and start your holiday to France the moment yon step on board. 
Once in the famous Champagne region you can visit the major champagne 
cellars such as Merrier and Most, where guided tours give you an insight 
into the whole magical champagne production process. While you are there, 
you can make excellent savings by stocking up on as much champagne as 
you can carry for your own celebrations at home. With its expertise in tailor- 
making self-drive holidays to France, SeaFrance European life has specially 
selected four hotels for this exclusive ofien ranging from two to four stars. 


Simply call SeaFrance European Life on 0870 242 4455, quoting The 
Independent Champagne Offer lb qualify for your offer you must collect four 
of the ten tokens printed in The Independent and The Independent on Sun- 
day from Friday 9 April to Sunday 18 April (inclusive). At least one of the 
tokens must be from The Independent on Sunday. Then, to validate your offer 
after booking, send your tokens with the completed application form to The 
Independent Champagne Offer, SeaFrance European Life, 10 Kerry Street, 
Leeds, LS18 4AW. Please note that all bookings must be made between 10 
April and 30 April 1999 (inclusive). 
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Epemay, 

Le Thibault IV 

irk 


Situated 20km south ofEper- 
nay on the Champagne f 
Route in the heart of the o 
Champagne region, Le 
Thibault offers a good stan- 
dard of accommodation, with 
reasonably sized rooms and 
en suite bathrooms. The 
hotel’s restaurant is well 
known across the Cham- 
pagne area, serving both 

gastronomic menus and rhampagnp dinners. The hotel pan 
arrange a free visit to local wine-cellars and, although this does 
not include wine-tasting, we’re sure that it will be an insight 
into the Champagne world! 


Epemaif; 

Hostel (erie de la 
Reine Blanche 
★★★ 


BASED ON 4 IN A CAR - OCCUPYING 2 ROOMS 


Destination and hotel name 






The village of Vertus lies 20 km 
south ofEpernaycra the Cham- 
pagne Route in the heart of the 
Champagne region. The charm 
and warmth offered by the 
Hostellerie de la Reine 
Blanche is quite typical of the 
hotels in this region. The hotel 
has a swimming-pool, sauna 
and fitness room and the bed- 
rooms are large and sumptuously decorated, with en suite bath- 
rooms. The Hostellerie also boasts wine-cellars holding 
vintages dating back to 1929 to accompany its restaurant’s fine 
gastronomic cuisine. 


Epernay Le Thibault JV 

ftoyes Foret d 'Orient 

Epernay La Reine Blanche 

Reims Assiette Champenoise 
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Destination and hotel name 


Troyes 


Reims 


Le Thibauit jv 
For&t d 'Orient 
La Reine Blanche 
Assiette Champenoise 


1.0/04-30/04 

2 nts Ex nt 


Troyes, 

Foret d’Orient 



Reims, L’Assiette 

Champenoise 

kckkrk 


Beautiful natural setting, in 
the heart of the Champagne 
region, between two lakes for 
water sports and on an 18- 
hole golf course, 15km from 
medieval Troyes and 100km 
from the Epernay cham- 
pagne cellars. Relax around 
the heated pool, enjoy a 
round of golf or archery (both 
playable locally), or exercise in the free fitness room. The gen- 
erous-sized rooms offer satellite TV telephone and lovely bath- 
rooms with separate wic. The restaurant has a poolside terrace 
offering good-value menus, fhmify rooms available. 
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All prices shown are per person and in pounds stating 


Located just 2km from the cen- 
tre of Reims, with its magnifi- 
cent Gothic cathedral and 
famous champagne cellars. Set 
in large grounds, this exquisite 
hotel offers excellent facilities 
and a high level of comfort in 
relaxing surroundings. In ad- 
dition to the heated indoor 

swimming-pool, guests have 

free use of the sauna. A gastronomic experience at the popu- 
lar restaurant is certainlynotto be missed. All bedrooms have 
satellite TV andmini-bac Buffet breakfast and private outdoor 
parking. 



TJ» Independent Champagne Offer 0879 2k2 4*35 

Mon-Thurs 9am-8pm, Fri-Sat 9am-5.30pm, Sun 1 1am-4pm 
For further information on SeaFrance European Life, you can email them or visit their website. 
el@ frenchlf.demon.co.uk www.europeanlife.co.uk 


Name 


Address 


Postcode Booking Ref: No. 


Token 




SEND TO: The Independent Champagne Offer, 

SeaFrance European Ufa, 10 Kerry Sheet, Leeds, LSia 4AW 
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THE INDEPENDENT 

Wednesday 14 April 1999 


Business & City Editor. Jeremy Warner 
News desk: 0171-293 2636 Fax: 0171-293 2098 


briefing 


Roaring start for ISAs at Halifax 

HALIFAX, the mortgage bank, yesterday reported that 
more than a quarter of a million people had taken out 
Individual Savings Accounts since their launch just a week 
ago. More than 1 00.000 customers had opened new cash 
ISAs during the week. A further IS 0.000 rolled over their 
PEP accounts into ISAs designed for stocks and shares. 

Scapa to return £120m to investors 

SCAPA, the Blacbburn- 
**-. . based group, intends to 

return £1 20m, or about 50p 
a share, to shareholders 
after selling its paper- 

t'rri^as j** • : -Mil making products division to 
it** Volth or Germany for £3 29m 

v “•••.“ yesterday, 

t - . S^ Last year the businesses 

&■ r-rrrr* sold made operating profits 

\p : - - of £45m on sales of £263m. 

^ ronghly half the entire 
company's business, but 
the market is increasingly 

competitive. Scapa, headed by chief executive David 
Dunn (pictured), will focus on its technical tapes and 
fastenings business, where margins have been lower 
but prospects are brighter. It made an operating profit 
of flO.lm on turnover ori92m in the six months to last 
September: The shares leapt 27p to 144p. 

Johnston raises Portsmouth stake 

JOHNSTON PRESS, the regional newspaper publisher, 
yesterday snapped up another 2.36 per cent of Portsmouth 
& Sunderland, taking its shareholding in the publishing 
and convenience store group to 17.35 per cent Johnston ! 
paid l,750p each for the shares, compared to the price of i 
l,600p it paid in January when it took a 14.99 per cent 
stake. 

The Monopolies and Mergers Commission is 
investigating whether to allow Johnston, and its rivals 
News quest and News Communications & Media, to mount 
a foil takeover bid for P&S. However; P&S last night 
retorted that l,750p undervalues the company and advised 
shareholders to take no action. 
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POUND DOLLAR 
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BUSINESS 

RBS poised to renew offer 
of merger with Barclays 


ROYAL BANK of Scotland was 
last niglu standing by to renew 
its offer of an agreed merger 
deal with Barclays Bank, the 
high street financial giant 
which has been left rudderless 
by the shock decision yesterday 
of Us new chief executive Mike 
O’Neill to retire on health 
grounds on his first day in the 
job. 

The Scottish bank had 
agreed to meet senior Bar- 
clays executives to discuss a 
possible merger back in 
February, only for the meeting 
to be cancelled at the last 
minute after Mr O'Neill had 
agreed to join the group. 

The RBS chief executive, 
Sir George Mathewson, is now 
understood to be planning fresh 


By Andrew Garfield 
F inancial Editor 

overtures in the light of yes- 
terday’s developments. 

The prospect of a bank 
mega-merger helped drive the 
FTSE 100 up more than 70 
points to a record high of 
6,513.1. 

RBS and Barclays - which 
have both risen by 40 per cent 
so Car this year - rose sharply 
again yesterday, putting on 62p 
to £14.25 and 46p to £19.99 re- 
spectively as merger specula- 
tion took hold. 

RBS is believed to hare iden- 
tified potential cost savings of 
£200m from a merger with Bar- 
clays, in addition to the bene- 
fits it would bring to the bank 


by providing an instant solution 
to its leadership crisis. The 
bank has a tried and respected 
senior management team 
headed by Sir George and Fred 
Goodwin, the deputy chief ex- 
ecutive who joined' RBS last 
year from National Australia 
Bank. 

One investment banker said 
yesterday: “Mathewson and 
Fred Goodwin, his deputy, are 
an impressive team." 

Because of the disparity in 
size, the deal would have to be 
structured as a reverse 
takeover by RBS of Barclays, 
with Edinburgh being given at 
least a symbolic role as group 
headquarters in order to paci- 
fy Scottish public opinion in the 
run up to the first Scottish 


assembly elections. RBS has a 
market capitalisation of £12bn 
against £20bo for Barclays. 

Sir Peter Middleton,' Bar- 
clays' acting chief executive, in- 
sisted yesterday that the bank 
would not be panicked into a 
merger but neither would it re- 
ject reasonable propositions 
out of hand. 

“We've demonstrated that 
we can push the business for- 
ward with the divisional heads,” 
he said. 

The bank was confident that 
having done much of the spade- 
work already, the headhunters 
Spencer Stuart would be able 
to come up with alternative can- 
didates within a reasonable 
timeframe. 

However, investment bank- 


share price, pence 


1 1800-- — 
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ers warned that given the cur- 
rent merger frenzy in Europe 
and the growing likelihood of 
Britain joining the euro zone be- 


fore long, institutional investors 

bitten by the merger bug may 

not have the patience to sit tight 
and wait for the search for a 
new chief executive to bear 
fruit. 

One financier said last 
night: “They have seen what 
has happened to bank share 
prices abroad where mergers 
have taken place. We have 
been waiting over a year for a 
merger in the UK banking 
sector and nothing has 
happened. Earnings are 
steady but not spectacular, 
business is flat; the market is 
looking for something else to 
take the FTSE on. This might 
be the gap everyone has been 
looking for.” 

Outlook, page 17 
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Terry Leahy, Tesco chief executive, at its store in Brent Cross. London, yesterday 
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Tesco expands home shopping 


TESCO IS planning to roll out its 
home shopping service in 
stores across the country over 
the next few months, as the su- 
permarket group attempts to 
cash in on the success of its free 
Internet service. 

Tesco will offer the service, 
which allows customers to 
order their shopping online 
and have it delivered to their 
homes for a £5 fee, from 100 of 
its stores, enabling it to reach 
most of the country. 

The move comes after a 
two-year trial of the service in- 
volving ii stores, during which 
Tesco experimented with al- 
lowing customers to order by 
phone and fox. However, it has 
concluded that costs will be kept 


By Peter Thai Larsen 

down if customers only order 
via the Internet 

“Clearly customers want the 
service," said Andrew Higgin- 
son, Tbsco’s finance director. 
"But you have to be red-hot on 
accuracy and quality if it’s 
going Vo work.” 

Tesco expects the service to 
expand its customer base by 
tempting shoppers who cannot 
travel or who live too far away 
from a supermarket. 

The offer is also likely to ap- 
peal to users oflbsco’s free In- 
ternet service, which was 
launched earlier this year. More 
than 200,000 people use Tesco 
as their Internet provider, with 


a further 10.000 joining each 
month. 

Tesco said the home shop- 
ping service would create an 
extra 1.500 jobs in the UK as 
part of a total of 10.000 that 
Tesco expects to create this 
year by extending existing 
stores and opening new ones. 
The company is also adding an- 
other 10,000 jobs to its opera- 
tions in central Europe. 
Thailand and South Korea. 

The move came as Ttsco 
shook off the gloom in the su- 
permarket sector to report a 7.8 
per cent rise in pre-tax profits 
to £881 m for the year to the end 
of February. 

The rise was achieved de- 
spite last year's price-cutting 


campaign, which would have re- 
duced profits by -40m. This 
was followed in February by an- 
other round of price cuts that 
will cost Tesco £60m on an an- 
nualised basis. 

Tesco said iike-for-like sales 
growth of 4 per cent was due to 
a 2.5 per cent increase in sales 
volumes and a 1.5 per cent rise 
in prices, the result of higher 
taxes on tobacco and petrol. 

Tern’ Leahey, Tesco's chief 
executive, said 1998 was a 
"challenging” year for the in- 
dustry despite the recent con- 
clusion by John Bridgeman, 
the director general of the OFT, 
to refer the supermarket in- 
dustry' to the Competition Com- 
mission 


0NE20NE, the mobile phone 
network currently up for sale, 
yesterday tried to daw back 
some of the ground it has lost 
to its rivals in the competitive 
mobile phone market by slash- 
ing its call rates. 

From the end of April, 
One2Qne will charge just 1 Op a 
minute for daytime calls and 2p 
a minute for evening and week- 
end calls. The tariffs, which 
apply regardless of whether 
calls are local or national, mean 
that at some points of the day 
using One2Qne will be cheap- 
er than using a British Telecom 
fixed-line phone. 

Tim Samples, 0ne20ne 
managing director, said the 
simplidty of the new tariffs 
would appeal to customers, 
who often complained that 
mobile phone prices are too 
confusing. 

He added that the tariffs 
would also encourage people to 
give up their fixed-line phones. 
"We connect 1 10 million calls a 
week and have ample oppor- 
tunity for more," he said. “The 
average household uses their 
BT line for 700 minutes a 
month. 1 want some of that" 

0ne20ne is the smallest of 
the UK's four mobile phone 
operators with a 15 per cent 
share of the market In recent 
months the network has lost 
ground as CeQnet and Vodafone 
signed up millions of new cus- 
tomers with their popular “pay- 
as-you-go” services. 

Mr Samples said the new 
rates would also be made avail- 
able to users of 0ne20ne's own 
pay-as-you-go service. Up2Ybu. 
who currently pay 40p a minute 
for calls. However, in order to 
take advantage of the rates. 


By Peter Thal Larsen 

users will also have to pay a tar- 
iff of at least 50p a day. ' 

Mr Samples justified the 
change by arguing that it was 
important to encourage cus- 
tomers to use their phones. 
“This is not just about seeing 
who can connect the most cus- 
tomers.” he said. 

Industry analysts yesterday 
played down suggestions that 
the mobile phone market was 
about to be plunged into a price 
war “0ne20ne had been losing 
market share and this allows 
them to take the initiative,” 
said Justinian Clifford-Bowles, 
a telecoms -analyst at Com- 
merzbank. “But it certainly 
isn’t a revolution." 

Other operators were also 
dismissive, stressing that net- 
work quality was just as im- 
portant to new customers. 
“0ne2One has to be careful that 
people don't end up thinking 
they are cheap for a reason," 
said one. 

A recent survey by OfteL the 
telecoms watchdog, identified 
0ne20ne as one of the least 
reliable networks, although the 
company claims its own sur- 
veys put itahead of its rivals in 
terms of reliability. 

Mr Samples said he expect- 
ed average revenues per cus- 
tomer to r emain stable as users 
increase usage in response to 
the tariff cuts. Contract cus- 
tomers now spend £480 a year 
while pre-pay customers spend 
more than £200. 

Analysts value the company, 
expected to report earnings 
before interest, tax, depreda- 
tion and amortisation of £100m 
this year, at £7bn to Elibn. 


Laporte’s £1.5bn deal founders on Hoechst veto 


LAPORTE, the UK fine chemi- 
cals group, was yesterday forced 

to scrap plans for a £l.5bn 
takeover by the chemical giant 
Clariant after strong opposition 
from Hoechst the Swiss group’s 
largest shareholder. 

The British group baffled the 
City when it said that talks with 
a potential bidder bad ended, 
less than 24 hours after admit- 
ting it was discussing an often 
The collapse sent Laporte 


By Francesco Guekrera 

shares crashing 125 per centto 
667L5p. 

Sources dose to the deal said 
the embarrassing U-turn was 
prompted by Hoechst's last- 
minute opposition. The German 
chemicals and" pharmaceutical 
group, which holds 45 per cent 
of Clariant, is believed to have 
vetoed the deal at a meeting with 
the two companies on Monday 


night The German company 
was concerned that a Clariant- 
Laporte deal might jeopardise its 
own merger with Rhone- 
PouJene of France. Hoechst 
needs to sell its chemical busi- 
nesses. including its stake in 
Clariant before merging with 
Rhone- Poulenc and was worried 
that corporate action by Clariant 
might delay the process. 

Industry sources said 
Hoechst could also have hesi- 


tated at the prospect of financ- 
ing part of the Laporte deal as 
Clariant was likely to add to its 
$13bn f£1.2bni debt to Fund the 
takeover 

“It was a done deal they 
went for agreement from 
Hoechst and they were refused,” 
one insider said Another source 
said the deal cleared all relevant 
hurdles before foundering on 
Hoechst’s concerns. "This is 
not about price, nor manage- 


ment. personalities, strategy, 
due diligence or competition 
issues," he said 

Analysts said the collapse of 
the takeover was a huge em- 
barrassment both for Clariant 
and Laporte's chief executive, 
Jim Leng. They said the demise 
of the deal would prompt other 
che mi cals groups to bid for the 
UK company. “Laporte is in 
play now. The fact that they 
were willing to agree a takeover 


means they are now up for sale,” 
said one analyst 

Industry experts said the US 
group PPG and some European 
players, including Viag and 
Degussa-Hds of Gennany. could 
enter the fray. 

This is the second setback in 
four months for Claimant's ex- 
pansion plans. Last year the 
group dropped plans fora $S.ibn 
merger with Swiss rival Ciba 
Speciality Chemicals. 


AROUND THE WORLD’S MARKETS 


LONDON 

FOOTSIE POUNDED to yet another 
peak. The index ended just below 
its day’s best, up 71.9 points to 
6,513 J - its first dose above 6,500. 
Supporting indices were also 
strong. Turnover again topped 1.1 
* billion shares. Tesco, on results, led 
the Fbotsie leader board with a 
9.75p gain to 169.25p, with 
Amvescap, the US fund manager; 
not - in percentage terms - far 
behind with a 38p gain to 670fip. 
Barclays, on the brief reign of chief 
executive Michael O'Neill, rose 46p 
to l,9l9p. Derek Pain, page 19 


|pi NEW YORK 

US STOCKS were treading water 
at midday, paring gains amid 
jitters over Intel earnings - due 
out after the market closed - and 
the Kosovo crisis. The Dow Jones 
Industrial Average was off 2 
points, or 0.02 per cent, al 10.342, 
having been as much as 79 points 
higher earlier in the day 
Technology stocks bore the 
brunt of the jitters over the 
announcement from the 
computer chip manufacturer 
Intel, and the Nasdaq was down 
IS points at 2,58 1 - 




TOKYO 


TOKYO STOCKS finished the day 
modestly higher, with Monday's 
rise on Wall Street tempering fears 
of a sharp correction in stock 
prices. 

But investors remained wan- 
ahead of an earnings 
announcement from the US 
computer chip giant Intel, made 
after the New York stock market 
closed last night. 

The Nikkei index closed up 
207.7fi points - or 1.26 per cent - at 
16.715.16. while Nikkei futures 
closed up 180 at 16,740. 


| | HONG KONG 

WALL STREETS record Monday 
close pushed Hong Kong stocks 
to their highest levels in almost 
18 months. The Hang Seng index 
closed 154.95 points higher at 
11,899.69, having earlier hit an 
intra-day high of 11 ,956.43. 

Howard Gorges, a director at 
South China Brokerage, said: 
“The blue-chips are doing well 
and there is interest in second- 
line counters and companies 
announcing corporate news.” 
Dealers said farther gains were 
likely to be capped at 12,000. 


PARIS 

THE PARIS bourse set its second 
consecutive dosing record for 1999, 
despite fears that the conflict In the 
Balkans will escalate. 

The Cac-40 bit an intra-day high 
of 4,410.27, but tumbled by almost 
100 points following reports that 
Serb troops had crossed into 
Albania. The index eventually 
dosed up 0.28 per cent at 4,367.41. 

One dealer said: “We saw a 
knee-jerk reaction to the news of 
the Serbs in Albania, and from now 
on the action there will b ring 
increasing pressure on sentiment” 
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RBS merger may 


IS BARCLAYS just accident prone, 
or is there something seriously 
wrong? Hie stock market took one 
look at the bank's latest embar- 
rassing setback - the failure of its 
new chief executive to spend any 
more than a couple of hours in the 
job - and decided that probably, on 
balance, it didn’t really matter. If the 
yawning management gap now ap- 
parent at the top of Barclays helps 
shift the logjam over banking con- 
solidation in Britain, it might actu- 
ally be rather good news, the stock 
market figured. 

Since a merger with National 
Westminster Bank, or any other 
“English" clearer, is almost bound 
to be ruied out on competition 
grounds, the only obvious candi- 
dates would be the two Scottish 
banks, of which Royal Bank of Scot- 
land must be the front runner. With 
a market capitalisation of little 
more than half that of Barclays, any 
such proposal would essentially 
have to be framed as a manage- 
ment buy-in, or reverse takeover. 
Demoralised, bemused and out to 
hmch though what is left of the Bar- 
clays board might be. is this some- 
thing it could reasonably 
contemplate? 

Cetainly Sir George Mathewsoa 



Outlook 

Royal Bank of Scotland's chief ex- 
ecutive. is ambitious and accom 
piished enough to pull it off The cost 
savings to be had from such a 
combination would plainly not be as 
dramatic as with an English dear- 
er but in retail banking and corpo- 
rate lending they might still add up 
to several hundred million annual- 
ly. Furthermore, it would provide 
some kind of a solution to the prob- 
lem of who to lead Barclays into the 
next millennium. 

Barclays' chances of attracting 
another top notch banker from the 
US like Mike O'Neill would seem to 
be slim. Even if one were available 
for hire at short notice, nobody likes 
being second choice, and in any 


case, nearly everyone who’s any 
good is locked into US remunera- 
tion packages that would make 
any such acquisition prohibitively 
expensive. Executives of Mike 
O'Neill's ability who are also pre- 
pared to do the job at a reasonable 
rate, are in short supply. 

Sir George would undoubtedly 
have been on Barclays' original 
shopping list for the job, but there 
would be no good reason for Sir 
George, at this relatively late stage 
in his career, to ditch his Edinburgh 
power base for the snakepii of Lon- 
don. If he could bring it with him. 
however, that might be a different 

matter. 

The only probable alternative to 
Barclays' management problems 
would appear to be an internally 
groomed candidate, but even if 
there is someone of sufficient cal- 
ibre waiting in the wings, this so- 
lution is unlikely to be as pleasing 
to the City as a fully fledged merg- 
er. 

Martin Tbylor, the previous chief 
executive, always believed a further 
big consolidation of British banking 
inevitable, and during his time at 
Barclays he made several failed at- 
tempts to bring it abouL It's iron- 
ic. but by walking out in the way he 


did and prompting the present vac- 
uum in leadership, Mr Taylor may 
end up achieving his aim afterall. 

Banking review 

IF THE Office of Fbir Hadug could 
find no good reason for investigating 
the banks, what chance does Don 
Cruickshank have of discovering 
anything seriously untoward, still 
less of coming up with any practical 
remedies. The luckless Mr 
Ciuichshank whose other day job i5 
trying to persuade business to pre- 
pare for the millennium bug. was 

wheeled out yesterday to give an "up- 
dale” on his Treasury inspired review 
of British banks - and very little he 
had to say about it too. 

The OFT it seems, was not con- 
vinced there was sufficient prima 
fade evidence of anti-competitive be- 
haviour to merit a competition in- 
quiry. John Bridgeman, felt 
uncomfortable enough ordering a 
Competition Authority probe of the 
supermarkets. With the banks, he put 
his foot down. 

Which is how the whole thing 
ended up with Mr Cruickshank. Gor- 
don Brown, the Chancellor is con- 
vinced that the banking system is 


failing small business and foiling 
the British economy, and he's de- 
termined to prove it But if this in- 
vestigation is not really about 
competition, what is it about? The line 
from the Treasury is that banking is 
on immensely important part of the 
econonry - which is true enough - and. 
as such, it is litaQy i mp ort a nt to make 
sure that the sector works as effi- 
ciently as possible. 

While this is a laudable enough ob- 
jective, it is not obvious that Mr 
Cruicksh auk’s review - which is 
starting to look in danger of de- 
scending into the type of theoretical 
mumbo jumbo that dogged the OFT 
supermarkets probe - is the most 
sensible way of going about things 
For the time being, he’s merely con- 
tributing to the banks' supposed in- 
efficiency by taking up so much of 
their time. 

None of this is to say that foster- 
ing competition is unimportant or that 
Britain's banks (or Britain’s super- 
markets) couldn't do a lot to improve 
customer service and cut charges. 
But as dull and as boring as it may 
sound, the best thing that the Trea- 
sury can do to give the fot and laz\ 
parts of the UK economy a wake-up 
call is to get the macro-economy on 
track and let the market do the rest. 


Stamping on flagrant competi- 
tion abuses and ensuring that pub- 
lic policy does not distort 
entrepreneurial incentives obvious- 
ly require government attention. 

The seemingly’ endless reviews 

and consultations, the ecnvtduted the- 
oretical studies that this govern- 
ment appears so prone to are 
probably harmless enough in them- 
selves, but it seems unlikely they are 
going to shed much light on the dark- 
ness. When it comes to encouraging 
business, any number of well inten- 
boned reviews is no substitute forget- 
ting the macro-economy right, 
cutting red tape, and reducing cor- 
porate taxes. 

Loony indices 

HERE'S A fascinating and some- 
what disturbing feet. The value of the 
combined holding of UK pension 
funds in BP Amoco is more than their 
entire investment in the US stock 
market. Both of these things are 
shocking - first that their exposure 

to a single company could be so large 

and second that their participation 
in the greatest bull market of all time 
could have been so small. And both 
rather point to the need for reform 


in the wty our persons are invested. 

Pension fond trustees, probably 
more than any' other kind of in- 
vestor; are particularly prone to the 
tyranny of the benchmarks - rightly 
so in some respects given that they 
have a duty to ensure their pen- 
sioners' money keeps up with the 
market But it also leads to some odd 
distortions and a tendency to invest 
disproportionately' in UK domiciled 
companies. In today's increasingly 
global economy, this is a siDy and out- 
dated approach to investment 

At root however this is caused 
not by the stupidity of pension 
trustees, but by the madness of the 
indices. The index we all watch, the 
FTSE 100 , is not really representa- 
tive of anything any longer. A mix of 
pure UK plays and large multi na- 
tionals that have more in common 
with the constituents of the Dow 
Jones Industrial Average than the 
great bulk of British companies, it 
ought to be consigned to the dust- 
bin of history. 

There is an urgent need for new 
indices against which investors can 
benchmark themselves - an index 
of global companies that includes for- 
eign as well as British concerns, and 
much better thought out national 
indices. 




Scope of banking 
inquiry is widened 
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DON CRUICKSHANK the former 
director-general of Oftel, yes- 
terday widened the scope of 
his inquiry into the banking 
sector and rejected calls from 
banks to exdude large parts of 
their business from the review. 

Consumer concerns - such 
as the transparency of banking 
charges - will now be induded 
in Mr Cruickshank^ inquiry' 
initiated last November by the 
Chancellor of the Exchequer Mr 
Cruickshank, who yesterday re- 
label a progress report, said he 
alt 3 intended to study the 
id of electronic money on 
banking competition. 

Mr Cruickshank said; “The 
rapidly ex pand in g use of e- 
rnon^ offers a great opportunity 
for increasing competition, par- 
ticularly in money transmis- 



Bv lea Paterson 

sion services. It would be a pity 
if this opportunity were lost” 

The former Oftel leader - 
asked to look into the sector after 
the Office erf Fbir Trading told the 
Treasury there was insufficient 
evidence of anti -competitive be- 
haviour to merit a competition 
inquiry - said he had rejected 
calls to exdude business bank- 
ing from the probe. 

Responses to January’s con- 
sultation document revealed 
that neither banks nor most of 
their customers believed there 
were problems in the supply of 
credit to small and medium 
enterprises (SMEs). However 
Mr Cruickshank said he re- 
mained unconvinced that the 
issue of SME credit was prob- 


lem-free. He said previous ex- 
perience had taught him that 
customers in markets “where 
there may be no real choice” 
may find it hard to tell whether 
or not they receive good service. 

So-called “merchant acquir- 
ing” - credit and debit-card ac- 
ceptance in retail outlets - will 
be a key part of Mr Cruick- 
shank's inquiry as wiQ a detailed 
study of banking profitability. 
“%u can’t come to a competition 
conclusion without under- 
standing prices and profitabili- 
ty” Mr Cruickshank said. 

The inquiry is at the “data col- 
lection phase”, and Mr Cruick- 
shank said be hoped to begin 
forming preliminary conclu- 
sions in the autumn before pub- 
lishing the report in the winter: 

Outlook, above 



Cruickshank: Inquiry will cover banks’ profitability 


Three more directors quit CSG 


THE BID by Michael Ashcroft, 
the Conservative Party trea- 
surer; for recruitment firm Cor- 
porate Services Group took 
another twist yesterday as three 
directors caved in to share- 
holder pressure and resigned 
The departures of non- 
executives Ronald de Young 
and Tim Holiand-Bosworth and 
acting chairman Ralph Hulbert 
follow last week's resignation of 
chairman Jeffrey Fowler. They 
could scupper the £282m bid by 
New Carlisle, a service compa- 


by Francesco guerkera 

ny controlled by Mr Ashcroft- 
Under the terms of the complex 
offer; the entrepreneur has the 
right to walk away if the com- 
position of the board changes. 

New Carlisle said yesterday 
its advisers were in talks with the 
Takeover Panel ova - whether its 
offer should be withdrawn. 

The resignations are anoth- 
er concession to three key CSG 
shareholders who want to 
replace the board to put an end 


to CSG's abysmal performance. 

Mercury Asset Management 
M&G and Schroders, which own 
around 31 per cent of CSG. were 
also boosted yesterday when 
the company agreed to call an 
extraordinary meeting to vote on 
their candidates for the board po- 
sitions. They riaim to have the 
required 50 per cent majority to 
install Michael Davies, Nation- 
al Express chairman, Gilles 
Avenel finance director of in- 
surer Sun life & Provincial, 
and Peter Button as directors. 
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Time cut out the middleman to 
offer you amazing prices direct 
via our own stores. 

This Tune 4002c Family PC+ 
package comes complete with 
PC. Family + pack, printer, 
scanner, office software suite and 
much more for just £729+ VAT 
Buy the EXEC model nowand 
pay nothing until April 2000, with 
our No Deposit, Interest 
Free Option! 
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ADVERTISEMENT 


Recommended offer by Apu Partners & Co. Capital Limited on behalf of Nov aside Limited for Avonside Group PLC 

Apax Partners & Co. Capital Limited ("Apax Partners") announces on behalf of Novaside Limited ("Novaside") dial by means of a formal offer 
document dated and posted on 9 April 1999 tthe "Offer Document") and by means of this advenisnoenL Apax Partners is making a recommended 
offer ( "zhe Offer") on behalf of Novaside lo acquire ail of ihc issued and to be issued share capital of Avonside Group PLC ("Avonside"). This 
advertisement alone docs not constitute and must not be construed as an offer to acquire shares. Novaside has received irrevocable undertakings from 
those Avonside directors who are shareholders to accept the Offer in rcspett of their entire beneficial interests in Avonside Shares, representing 
approximately 0oU°u of the issued share capital of Avonside. These undertakings may not be withdrawn. Terms defined in the Offer Document have 
the same meaning in this advertisement. 

Subject to the Offer becoming or being declared whofiv unconditional an Avonside Shareholder who validly accepts the Offer will receive 55p in 
cash for each Avonside Share. 

The Offer values all of the issued and to be issued share capital of Avonside at approximately £22 J8 million. The Offer represents a premium of 
37.5 U * over the closing middle market price of 4{ip for an Avonside Share on 5 January 1999. the last day of business before the board of Avonside 
announced that it was m discussions which might or might not )ead to an offer being made for the whole of the issued share capital of Avonside. No 
final dividend will be paid in respect of the year ended j”l December 199S if the Offer becomes or is declared unconditional in all respects. 

The full terms and conditions of the Offer t including details of how the Offer may be accepted) are set out in the Offer Document and Form of 
Acceptance. 

Avonside Shareholders who accept the Offer must rely only on the Offer Document and the Form of Acceptance for all the terms and conditions of 
the Offer. 

The Offer is, by means of this advertisement, being extended to all persons to whom the Offer Document may not be dispatched who hold, or who are 
entitled to have allotted or issued to them. Avonside Shares. Such persons are informed that copies of the Offer Document and Form of Acceptance 
are available for collection from Apax Partners & Co. Capital Limited at IS Portland Place. London, WIN 3AA. 

The Offer, which has hern made by means of the Offer Document and this advertisement will be open for acceptance until 3.00pm on 30 April 1999 
icr such later timelsl and/or date! s) as Novaside may, subject to the Code, decide). 

The Independent Directors (who comprise David Humphrey. Neil O'Brien and Nicholas Talbot Rice), being the Directors who do not have any 
interest in Novaside 3 nd who will not have any conrinurac involvement with Avonside if the Offer is successful, have taken responsibility for 
considering the Offer on behalf of Avonside and. together with their professional advisers, for reaching conclusions on the appropriate 
recommendation to Avonside Shareholders. Taking into account the factors set out in the Chairman's letter in the Offer Document, the Independent 
Directors or Avonside, who have been so advised by Albert E Sharp Securities, consider the terms of the Offer to be fair and reasonable. 
Accordingly, the Independent Directors of Avonside unanimously recommend all Avonside Shareholders to accept the Offer as they have undertaken 
to do in respect of their own beneficial holdings of f 07.000 Avonside Shares, representing approximately 0.26% of the issued share capital of 
Avonside In providing advice to the Independent Directors, of Avonside, Albert E Sharp Securities has taken into account the commercial 
assessments of the Independent Directors of Avonside. Following the Offer having become or being declared unconditional in all respects, Craig 
Slater will subscribe for equity in Novaside. He has not therefore participated in the Independent Directors' recommendation. 

The Offer is not being made directly or indirectly, and the Offer Document and Form of Acceptance ore not being and must not be mailed or 
otherwise distributed or senL in whole or in pan. in or into or from, the United States. Canada. Australia or Japan. 

This advertisement is not being published in or otherwise distributed or sent in. into or from the l[nited States, Canada. Australia or Japan and persons 
reading this advertisement or wishing to accept the Offer iincluding custodians, trustees and nominees) must not distribute or send this advertisement, 
the Offer Document nor the Form of Acceptance (nor any related documents)) in, into or from the United States. Canada, Australia or Japan nor use 
the United States, Canadian. Australian or Japanese mails or any such means, instrumentality or facility for any purpose, directly or indirectly, in 
connection with the Offer and doing so will invalidate purported acceptances of the Offer. 

All Avonside Shareholders (including cusiodians. trustees and nominees) who would otherwise intend to forward any of the documents relating to the 
Offer to any jurisdiction outside the UK. should seek appropriate advice before taking such action. 

This advertisement is published on behalf of Novaside by Apax Partners and has been approved by Apax Partners solely for the purposes of section 
57 of the Financial Services Act 198b. 

Apax Partners, which is regulated m the United Kingdom by The Securities and Futures Authority, is acting for Novaside in connection with the Offer 
and no-one else and will not be responsible to anyone other than Novaside for providing the protections afforded to customers of Apax Partners or for 
giving advice in relation to the Offer 

Albert E Sharp Securities, which is regulated in the United Kingdom by The Securities and Futures Authority, is acting for Avonside in connection 
with the Offer and ni>one else and will not be responsible to anyone other than Avonside for providing the protections afforded to customers of 
Albert E Sharp Securities or for giving advice in relation to the Offer. 

The directors of Novaside. the directors of Alchemy Partners (Guernsey) Limited (which manages (he Alchemy Investment Plan, which is investing 
in Novaside) and the partners of Alchemy Partners listed in the Offer Document accept responsibility for the information contained in this 
advertisement other ihan the recommendation of the Independent Directors. The Independent Directors accept responsibility for (heir 
recommendation in this advertisement. To the best of the know ledge and belief of these respective parties (having taken all reasonable care to ensure 
that such is the case), the information contained in this advertisement for which they are collectively responsible is in accordance with the facts and 
does not omit anything likely to affect the import of such information. 

14 April 1999 
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Blue chips ride 
the Buffett factor 


RJB signs £1.3bn power deal 
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THE STOCK market has lit 
upon a new guessing game - 
wooing investment guru War- 
ren Buffett's latest British 
investment. 

He has let it be known that 
he is stalking a British com- 
pany and his stake will soon 
move through the declarable 3 
per cent barrier. Until he has 
to make an announcement 
the sage of Omaha is natural- 
ly playing his cards dose to his 
chest, shrouding the identify of 
his target in mystery. 

But the Buffett reticence 
was an irresistible temptation 
for many traders to try to an 
tidpate the legendary Ameri- 
can investor's intentions. 

Great Universal Stores, 
up 35.5p to 780.5p, and Royal 
Bank of Scotland, up 62p at 
1.425p, were probably the two 
favourite candidates. But 
Reuters, 36.5p higher at 


LONDON PACIFIC, an 
obscure financial group, 
soared 174p to 392.5p; 
another beneficiary of 
unfettered Internet fever. 

The Jersey-based 
company is said to have 
stakes in 15 unquoted. US 
Internet operations. Many 
are still in the fledgling 
stage but, the story runs, if 
they all managed to come 
to market the London 
Pacific shareholdings 
could be worth over £Hhl 
T he company’s ADRs have 
been strong in New York. 


1,009 5p, Marks & Spencer. 
1425p to 429^p, and fund man- 
ager Amvescap, 38p to 670.5p. 
were others in the frame. Spir- 
its behemoth Diageo could be 
another target as Mr Buffett at 
one time built a stake in one of 
its constituents, Guinness. But 
Diageo fell Bp to 676.5p. 

The Buffett influence, 
takeover excitement and a 
firm New York opening helped 
Fbotsie to post yet another 
record high, up 71.9 points at 
6513.1 in busy trading. Sup- 
porting shares also made 
headway. 

Tesco, following results, led 
the Fbotsie leader board with 
a 9.75pgain to 169_25p. Among 
those in the takeover ferment 
were Bass, the brewer and 
hotelier. It frothed 33p to8775p 
on the unlikely yam that 
Granada was preparing a 
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DEREK 

Pain 


strike. The market is con- 
vinced that the leisure group, 
up50p at i,143p, has expansion 
in mind and is casting around 
for a bid candidate. A while ago 
Whitbread, up 30.5p at 9785p. 
was rumoured to be in Grana- 
da’s sights. 

Unilever rose 245p to 595p 
on rumours that it plans a US 
acquisition. Barclays, on the 
brief reign of chief executive 
Michael O’Neill, was at one 
time down 49p. But the reali- 
sation that the bank has mere- 
ly increased its vulnerability to 
a takeover strike lifted the 
shares 46p to 1.1 19p. Lloyds 
TSB added 39J>p to l,060p on 
speculation that it may aban- 
don its rumoured US ambitions 
and turn its attention to Bar- 
clays. Royal Bank of Scotland 
was seen as another contender 
for the accident-prone bank. 

Scottish & Newcastle 
jumped 27p to 674p on its pos- 
itive analysts' meetings, but 
stockbroker Sutherlands was 
unimpressed, holcfing its year’s 
profit forecast at a bottom -of - 
the-range £392ra following 
talks with the company. 

AstraZeneca missed the 
fun, achievingits sixth foil in a 
row. The shares lost 33p to 
2,732p; they have yet to hit 
winning ways ance the An^o- 
Swedish merger was corn- 


share pric^pence 

MARKS & 
SPENCER 


pletcd. Railtnick reversed 24p 
to I,355p following negative 
regulatory comments, and 
Dixoas suffered a predictable 
reaction to its heady surge, 
falling 22p to ]542p. 

Sea pa’s EfcXhn sale of its 
paper business to the Ger- 
man Voith group lifted the 
shares 27p to I44p and in- 
spired other packaging and 
paper shares, with David S 
Smith rising lOp to I23p. 

St James Place put on 
21.5p to 280p on thoughts that 
Prudential's swoop on the 
M&G unit trust group could put 
the life insurer into play, and 
Safeway rose 625p to 25l 5p on 
talk of an overseas strike. 

Lapoite, the chemicals 
group, dropped 95p U) 6675pas 
its takeover talks were aban- 
doned after just a day. The 
group is now seen as in play. 

Next, the fashion chain. 


IVEIR IS moving ahead 
again; the shares rose a 
further lOp to 272.5p. 

American predators 
have circled and in 
February the engineer 
turned down a 300p a 
share offer from 
Flowserve of Texas. The 
latest story is of the 
hunted turning hunter. It 
is said to be deeply 
involved in talks to buy 
some mqjor parts of a 
leading Swiss group. Weir 
shares touched 307p on (be 
appearance of Flowserve. 


firmed 8p to B30p ashedge fond 
Tiger Management sold more 
shares. Portsmouth & Sun- 
derland Newspapers rose 50p 
to L750p as Johnston Press lift- 
ed its stake to 1755 per cent 
The “A” shares of Sotheby’s, 
the auctioneer surged a further 
3125p to 25125p following a US 
report abou t the scope for auc- 
tions on the Internet Sotheby’s 
plans a website in the summer 
Pilat Technologies, on its 
broadcast systems sale, rose a 
further 12p to 475p. Petra Di- 
amonds sparkled 165p higher 
to 8lp following investment 
meetings, and Cambridge 
Mineral Resources firmed 
L25p to 8p on growing hopes for 
its Irish diamond prospect 

SEAQ VOLUME: 1.1 billion 
SEAQ .TRADES: 85.752 
GILTS INDEX: 114.19-0.25 


BRITAIN’S beleaguered coal 
industry received a major boost 
yesterday after RJB Mining, 
tiie country’s biggest producer, 
signed a £1.3 bn deal to supply the 
electricity generator National 
Power. 

The power group has agreed 
to buy up to 28 million tonnes of 
RJB coal over the next four 
years. The new’ contract will be 
added to a previous deal for 18 
million tonnes, bringing the total 
coal to be supplied by RJB to Na- 
tional Power to 46 million tonnes. 

The coal will go to three of 
National Power's biggest sta- 
tions; the Drax in North York- 
shire. the Eggborougjh plant in 
East Yorkshire and the Didcol 
generator in Oxfordshire. 

National Power said the deal 
would not be affected by its 
decision to sell Drax in return fa- 
regulatory clearance to acquire 
the regional electricity supplier 
Midlands Electridtv. 


By Francesco guerrera 

The coal contract, which fol- 
lows similar deals with other 
electricity companies, includ- 
ing PowerGen and Eastern, 
eases fears of thousands of 
redundancies among RJB’s 
9.000 workforce. 

The jobs of many of the 
group's employees have been 
under threat in recent years as 
the spread of gas-fired power 
stations and import of cheaper 
coal caused a slump in RJB's 
sales and profits. 

The chief executive. Richard 
Budge, yesterday stopped short 
of pledging that there would be 
no redundancies, but he said that 
the National Power deal would 
stable the company “to plan our 
mining operations in the most 
cost-effective way for some 
years to come”. 

The City welcomed the deal 
sending RJB shares 5p higher 
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to 67p. “[The new contract] than 20 million tonnes over four 
means they will be able to sup- years,” one analyst said, 
port coal production at reason- Others noted that the recent 
ably healthy levels through to string of deals had wor RJB a 
2001 It secures coal sales of more welcome breathing space. They 


said the company should use this 
to cut costs and expand overseas 

in order to hedge against the 
long-term decline of the UK 
coal market. 

Sceptics doubt that internal 
restructuring and investment 
abroad will be enough to combat 
the problems of the UK coal 
industry. Domestic deep-mined 
coal is still for more expensive 
than imported material and gas- 
fired electricity’. The recently- 
announced government ban on 

the construction of gas-fired 

stations should help in the long 
term, but in the short run there 
is enough gas to wipe out an- 
other 12 million of coal demand. 

These worries are all in 
RJB's share price, which has 
plummeted from a year's high 
of 139.5p. It is now on just fo e 
times 1999 earnings of about 
£ 28 m. With the medium term 
looking more secure. RJB is 
worth a speculative punt 


British Land secures lower financing costs 


BRITISH LAND'S decision to 
issue a L'l .54bn bond backed up 
by the income from its high 
quality London office develop- 
ment, Broadgate Centre, yes- 
terday received an enthusiastic 
welcome in the City. 

Analysts said the deal ex- 
ploited the prestige value of 
Broadgale and the low interest- 
rate climate, and said they 
expected to see competitors in 
the sector follow suit 


BY anna Minton 

"We've been recommending 
refinancing of debt in the sec- 
tor since the end of last year. 
With low interest rates it makes 
huge sense tor companies with 
high quality assets and ten- 
ants." a property analyst with 
a leading investment bank said 

Echoing analysts' sentiment. 
Capital Shopping Centres 
finance director Tony Babcock, 


confirmed that the group was 
looking “very seriously” at the 
securitisation of debt - the 
issue of high-yield bonds 
backed by rental returns. 

The British Land deal, 
announced on Monday, was 
cited as an example of creative 
tiiinking in the sector. “It's a 
very good deal which under- 
lines how financially astute 
British Land is.” said Com- 
merzbank properly analyst 


A very humble PEOPLE AND 
Enterprise BUSINESS 


ENTERPRISE AND Lasmo may 
have broken off merger talks, but 
that wont stop them playing foot- 
ball against each other. 

Not surprising really consid- 
ering that the two independent 
oil exploration companies have 
been talking to each other about 
a possible link-up for years. 

Just last month Enterprise 
beat Lasmo 4-1 in an enjoyable 
11-a-side encounter at Enter- 
prise's home ground at Bat- 
tersea London. 

An Enterprise spokesman 
modestly said that the scoreline 
did not reflect the game. “There 
were plenty of good chances on 
both sides. Perhaps we were 
luckier in our finishing. 

■ “We’ve been playing Lasmo 
off and on for some time. W? play 
a variety of companies - people 
like Abbey Life, SheU, Texaco.” 


By John 
willcock 


Will they continue playing 
Lasmo? “I do hope so.” he says. 

And who were the goal scor- 
ers for Enterprise? “No names 
- we wouldn’t want to appear 
arrogant," he replies. Perish 
the thought 
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become one of the US's biggest 
sportswear magnates. Just so 
you ki low. the surfer's other slo- 
gans were: "Snow is only frozen 
water" and: “It is always sum- 
mer on the inside.” whatever 
they may mean. 


O’Neill’s slogans Bank catches on 


SO MIKE O’NEILL is not com- 
ing to take over Barclays after 
all. In an eerie coincidence a 
famous American surfer called 
Jack O'Neill coined the slogan: 
“Go big or go home." 

Jack O'Neill invented the 
wet suit in 1952 and went on to 


ALTHOUGH NEWS of Mike 
O’Neill’s withdrawal from the 
Barclays job had been all over 
the TV and radio yesterday 
morning, it had not penetrated 
the portals of the Bank of Eng- 
land by lunchtime. 

Bank staff were shocked 


John Atkins. “It s been received 
well by the market with a 7p 
jump on Monday. They’re bads 
at a similar level now. but 
there’s no question this has 
been received anything but 
favourably.'' 

The refinancing will reduce 
British Land's interest on its 
£1.2bn debt from 8.49 per cent 
to 7.4 per cent and is forecast 
to save the company £20m a 
year. However, securitisation 


when told the news at an other- 
wise jolly reception held to 
launch a learned tome, “Pay- 
ment Systems in Global Per- 
spective.” 

Eddie George, the Governor 
hosted the bash in the mag- 
nificent first floor ante-room of 
the Bank. Impressively the 80- 
a-day Governor was able to 
complete the session without 
once lighting a cigarette. 

One of the book's co-au- 
thors. John Trundle, a former 
personal secretary to the Gov- 
ernor: explained: “It's because 
he's so excited about launching 
the book." A-ha. 

Gartmore’s loss 

GARTMORE HAS dispensed 
with the services of Peter 
Pearson Lund, one of the 
doyens of the fund manage- 
ment industry, following a 
reorganisation. 

Mr Pearson Lund, formerly 


will Impose an exceptional 
charge of £S8m. to be paid by 
the company in the year ended 
March 1999. British Land 
finance director John Weston 
Smith said: "We've taken the 
£68m hit but in the long term, 
with the size of debt we have, 
this is cheap funding." 

British Land shares, closing 
at 554p, trade at a similar dis- 
count to net asset value as its 
peers. They are worth buying. 


a chairman of Gartmore Fund 
Managers and most recently a 
senior manager in Gartmore ’s 
retail division, will not be 
replaced. Mr Pearson Lund 
joined Gartmore in 1985 after c. 
long spell with Henderson. 

A spokesman for Gartmore, 
which was bought by NatWest 
three years ago. said: “All com- 
panies evolve and change. There 
was no longer a role senior 
enough for a man of his experi- 
ence." 

Freeserve ace 

DIXONS YESTERDAY appoint- 
ed John Pluthero as chief 
executive of Freeserve, the 
company's free Internet ser- 
vice. following its decision on 
Monday to explore a float of the 
division. Mr Pluthero launched 
and developed Freeserve. 

E-mail ; j.willcockiy indepen- 
denLco.vk 
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business, matters (©demon 

whatever the size of your business , the internet will help you compete . you’ll be able to deliver fast , efficient 
service worldwide , quicker than you can lick a stamp . ond at demon , we have o range of options to meet the 
demands of your business including dial-up , isdn and leosed-line access . when your needs grow , we can continue to 
help . after all , nearly 100,000 businesses already rely on demon to handle their internet needs . so if you want to 
accumulate f communicate . start by phoning demon on 0800 027 9195 or write your name , company and address 
anywhere on this ad and send it to freepost demon . 
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Hillsborough: Ten years ago tomorrow a Sheffield stadium witnessed the worst tragedy in British sporting history 


The open gate that led to 


DyNick Harris 


LIVERPOOL AND No ttingham Forest 

travelled to Sheffield on 15 April 
1989 to contest an FA Cup semi-final, 
just as they had done in the same 
competition in the same place the 
previous year. Under the headline 
“■Welcome Bach 71 in the match pro- 
gramme, the Sheffield Wednesday 
chairman, Bert McGee, wrote: “As 
you look around Hillsborough you will 
appreciate why it has been regard- 
ed for so long as the venue for all 

kinds of important matches. It is a star 

dium that befits such occasions and 
the large crowds they attract" On the 
final page was the message: “Good 
luck to both teams, and have a safe 
journey home." Hie events that day 
were to cost 96 people their lives. 

It had been a bright sunny af- 
ternoon. Marty of the 54,000 sup- 
porters arrived early and took their 
places in the allotted ends of the 
ground, the Fbrest fans primarily on 
the Spion Kop, and the bulk of the 
Liverpool fens in the West Stand at 
the Leppings Lane end. The pre- 
match mood was later described in 
Lord Justice Taylor's inquiry into the 
disaster as “one of carnival good hu- 
mour and expectation”. 

The terraces of the Leppings 
Lane stand had only seven turnstiles 
to serve 10.000 ticket-holders. The 
first to arrive poured into pens No 3 
and No 4 behind the goal and the cen- 
tre of the terrace quickly became con- 
gested. Just before 2.30pm, the 
number of people in Leppings Lane 
increased dramatically and sudden- 
ly there were 5.000 queuing to get in. 

At 2.47pm, Supt Roger Marshall 
in charge of the section, became con- 
cerned that those waiting outside 
were in danger of being crushed and 
he called for another entrance (gate 
C» to be opened. At 2.52pm Supt Mar- 
shall was granted permission by 
Chief Supt David Duckenfield, the 
man In overall charge of policing. 
Against the advice of stewards. 
2,000 fans piled in. It was evident that 
there were problems, but calls by po- 
lice inside the ground to delay the 
match went unanswered. 

Once through the gate, the 2,000 
found themselves in an open area, 
off which there was a 23-metre tun- 
nel leading to pens No 3 and No 4. 
already packed ML No one in police 
control had told those inside that the 
gates were to be opened or to redi- 
rect the supporters to the less 
crowded flanks of the terrace. Lack 
of signs inside drew people into the 
tunnel and into the pens. The crush- 
ing in both the tunnel and the pens, 
already dangerous, intensified 

“People were walking on other 
people's heads to get out from the 
crush," one supporter said the next 
day. “People were collapsing and 
people were hying to push others 
out of the way to help those on the 
floor. People were being sick. Peo- 
ple were shouting for help to those 
at the front to open the gates to let 
them be dragged out but it seemed 
so slow in opening the gates.” 

At 2.54pm the teams came out and 
the crowd surged forward, in the tun- 
nel to the pens, people were packed 
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A carpet of flowers dedicated to the Hillsborough dead covers the pitch at Anfield following the disaster which claimed 96 lives 


Daily Mirror 


so tightly they could not breathe. 
“There was an old bloke next to me,” 
one fan said “He asked me to hold 
his head in my arms. He said tome 
'help me' and then he just died in my 
arms.” Behind them people were still 
coming in, stopping any retreat. 

At 3pm the match kicked off and 
there was another surge at the 
front Calls for the fencing to be 
pulled down were ignored and some 
supporters were pulled from the ter- 
race by those in the stand above. 

“The pressure stayed and for 
those crushed breathless by it 
standing or prone, life was ebbing 
away,” said the report Some start- 
ed to climb over the high, spiked 
fences on to the perimeter track. On 
the pitch, Liverpool's Peter Beard- 
sley hit the post at 3.04pm and there 
was another surge. “It was mainly 


youngsters in front of me,” said 
one fen who had been dose to the 
fenring “I realised it was serious 
when I saw one of the lasses stand- 
ingnearme just turn blue in the face. 
She went down. She was dead. That 
was it” Lord Justice Taylor said 
later in his report “It was truly grue- 
some. The victims were blue, cyan- 
otic, incontinent their mouths open, 
vomiting; their eyes staring” 
Police in the control room thought 
the problem was crowd trouble and 
called for dog handlers from HQ. Such 
a decision seems barbaric now, but 
10 years ago, with hooliganism still 
widespread and many football 
grounds inhospitable and menacing 
they were not alone in their initial re- 
action. Closer to the pitch, Supt 
Roger Greenwood realised what was 
realty happening and radioed for the 


match to be stopped. When that 
failed, he ran on to the pitch and told 
the referee to get the players off 

By 3.12pm, the perimeter fencing 
was being pulled down with bare 
hands but it was too late. The dead 
and injured were carried away on ad- 
vertising hoardings ripped down to 
serve as makeshift stretchers. The 
first ambulance arrived at Lep- 
pings Lane at 3.13pm, but access to 
the pitch was obstructed. Twenty 
minutes later, another ambulance 
tried to drive on to the pitch but the 
driver was told by a policeman: 
“You can't go on there, they're still 
fighting.” Few in the ground had any 
idea what was happening. 

At 3.47pm Kenny Dalglish, the 
Liverpool manager addressed the 
crowd, calling for co-operation with 
the police and the first-aid teams. It 


was 20 minutes later that the crowd 
received their next advice, to hold 
on to their tickets. “Hie match will 
be abandoned,” an announcer said. 

The bodies of the dead were 
taken to the makeshift mortuary in 
the Hillsborough gy mnasium. There 
were harrowing scenes as unsym- 
pathetic and obstructive policemen 
denied relatives access to the bod- 
ies of their loved ones. 

A number of relatives faced hours, 
and, in some cases, days of anxiety 
as they waited for information. FWtip 
Hammond, aged 14, had gone to the 
game with friends. His father, Phil 
saw events unfold on television and 
rang the coach company with whom 
his son was travelling They assured 
him the coaches were returning full 
but when Philip felled to come home 
and a friend called at the bouse to say 


be had lost him in the confusion, 
Philip’s brother Brian set off for 
Sheffield. Late on the Saturday night, 
a policeman called at the Hammond 
house and, seeing Mm, Phil said: 
“Don’t tell me. He's dead.” The po- 
liceman replied: “No, he’s alive," 
and told Phil to phone a Sheffield 
number for information. At this point 
Brian arrived home and broke the 
news that be had already identified 
his brother’s body. 

The case was not isolated, and if 
the nightmare of the victims and 
their relatives had not been enough, 
the story that went around the 
world that night, courtesy of Chief 
Supt Duckenfield, was that the fens 
had brought the disaster on them- 
selves by smashing down gate C. 
They had not, of course, but the truth 
was not a priority. 


Rich elite ignore the crisis at grassroots 


The Taylor Report has benefited the game’s leading clubs while the rest struggle to stay afloat despite a golden age. By Glenn Moore 


JUST AS people of a certain age can 
remember where they were when 
John F Kennedy was assasinated, so 
football fans across Britain, whoever 
they support remember the game 
they were at on the day of the Hills- 
borough tragedy. 

More than any of the disasters of 
that benighted decade - the sinkings 
of The Marchioness and The Herald 
qf Free Enterprise, the King's Cross 
fire, even the football tragedies of 
Bradford and Heysel - Hillsborough 
strucka chord. Vlfe had been there; we 
all knew it could easily have been us. 

Like many fans I had stood on the 
away terrace at Leppings Lane; like 
most I had been caught in a terrace 
crush. Mine was five years earlier at 
Blundell Park where, as at Hillsbor- 
ough, fans who attempted to escape 
by climbing over the friices were ini- 
tially met with police batons. 

The fear that day soon subsided. 
Indeed, the inherent danger of ter- 
racing even added a sense of daring 
to the exhilarating feeling of weight- 
lessness experienced when you were 
swept along in a surging crowd 

Hillsborough changed that Just as 
Kennedy's death signalled a loss of in- 
nocence for the baby boom generation 
so fbotbaQ supporters who had alwav^s 
thought “it won’t happen to me" had 
to accept it could had learned to 
fans with hooliganism, partly because 
experienced supporters could spot 
trouble coming and avoid it This was 
different 

Fortunately for the game, xxi iU 

followers, perceptions changed in the 


wide- world as well The process 

was sknv due to the lies put out by po- 
lice and disseminated by The Sun, but 
football supporters gradually came to 
be seen as ordinary people who had 
been victims, not hooligans. The 
game also found a saviour m Land Jus- 
tice Tbyte; whose report pushed agw- 
emment congenitally opposed to the 
game into supporting it The Mem- 
bership Card Scheme, which could 
have crippled football was aban- 
doned in favour of diverting milli ons 
of pounds afbetting taxnxmey into re- 
building its stadiums. 

When, on the back of Italia 90 and 
Gazza's tears, a new audience was 
attracted to the domestic game, they 

were not turned affty what they found. 
Rupert Murdoch was one erf the first 
to realise this and, through his Sky 
satellite channel both profited from 
and accelerated the trend. 

The consequences are aQ around 
us. Literally: Even if you do not follow 
the game you are assailed by its im- 
ages. Football sells everything from 
shampoo to burgers to satellite efisb- 
es to cars to watches. Fhr devotees the 
game appears to be eagoying a gold- 
en age. Players such as Dennis 
Bergkamp and Gianfranco Zola ligh t 
up swish grounds, watched by ca- 
pacity crowds drawn from across 
classes and genders. Engfend may 
have wobbled under Gtenn Huddle but 
the Premiership, which has semi- 
finalists in two European competi- 
tions, is avidtyfoflowedfrwnAusfaalia 
to Norway. Multinational companies, 
pot content with scrambling to spon- 


sor players, competition and dubs, 
seek to buy the latter 

Which is where doubts emerge. 
Last week’s ruling that prevented 
BSkyB taking over Manchester Unit- 
ed was as welcome as it was unex- 
pected but the trend is unlikely to be 
reversed. The top end of the game is 
moving away from its bedrock support 
both in terras of people and structure. 

Working class supporters, the 
young men who sustained the game 
during its years bf decline, are being 
priced out at the turnstile. Lower 

division dubs, the countrywide fabric 


similar experiences- and survived - 
within the past four years. 

Tblevision and sponsorship income 
may have marginally increased in re- 
cent years but the rise is dwarfed by 
the knock-on effect of the Premier- 
ship's escalating wages. Most tower di- 
vision dubs are being kept afloat by 
generous chairmen or transfer sales 
though these, too, have declined post- 
Bosman due to toe import of cheap for- 
eigners and players' right to a free 
transfer once their contract is up. 

One of the most pathetic illustra- 
tions of this poverty came at Black- 


was the reconstruction of grounds in 
the top two English divisions and the 
Scottish Premier and the bulk of the 
OSOni initial investment went into im- 
proving already large and reasonably 
impressive grounds. Arsenal Chelsea, 
Leeds, Liverpool and Tbttenham all 
received around £2m while Man- 
chester United were granted Cl .4m, 
just over a 10th of the money they 
invested in Dwight Vbrfee this season. 

Now dubs outsde the elite are try- 
ing to develop, or move from, their 
often inadequate grounds the money 
available to the Fbotball T-ust has 


‘Working class supporters are being priced out at the turnstile. Lower 
diinsion clubs, the countryuHde fabric of the sport, are being cut adrift 1 


which gives the sport a stake in every 
community, are being cut adrift. 

During toe seven months in which 
BSkyB pursued its £623m bid for 
United, two chibs, Portsmouth and 
Crystal Palace, went into adminis- 
tration while Luton called in the re- 
ceivers. They joined Chester who have 
beenin administration since the start 
of toe season, and follow Gillin gham , 
Bournemouth, Exeter; Northampton, 
Barnet and Mffiwall who have had 


pool a few weeks ago when an 
employee had to return a £5 pack of 
polystyrene cups because there was 
not enough money in the petty cash. 
Meanwhile, Robbie Fowler can prob- 
ably afford to pay the £60,000 fine he 
received from the Fbotball Association 
last week from his current account 
Nor hare the bulk of these dubs 
benefited from the Government's 
post-Hillsborough largess. The pri- 
ority, following toe Thylor Report, 


dwindled dramatically. This is due to 

toe impact of the National Lottery on 
the foobafl pools, from whidi the Thust 


receives its income. 


The Premier League belatedly 
agreed to give £20m to the Dust after 
agreeing the latest TV deal in 1997. Tb- 
gether with £20m offered to assist 
youth development at League clubs 
this left the 20 Premiership dubs to 
struggle «i with the remaining £703m. 

Meanwhile, down at the real grass- 


tomorrow 


Glenn Moore on the way ahead for football, 10 years after Hillsborough 
Nick Harris on the lasting impact of the Taylor Report 


roots, the picture is even worse. The 
FA is supposed to be responsible for 
all levels of the game but despite hav- 
ing a keen parks player the recently 
deposed Graham Kelly, as chief 
executive for the last decade they 
appear to hare largely ignored this 
area. From the £50m the FA receives 
each year from commercial activities, 
TV rights and international matches 
it allocates less than £2m to football 
being played by the 44,000 affiliated 
dubs from the Vauxhall Conference 
down to Sunday morning leagues. 

There is FA investment outside the 

professional game but most of it goes 
on the elite of the future, promising 
pith players. The upkeep of chang- 
jng-roomsandpitchesfortiieamateiir 
is left to local councils, who have more 

urgent funding priorities, or toe play- 
ers themselves. This is utterly inad- 
equate. At least the fbotball Trust, 

whose funding crisis has been eased 

by assistance from the FA, Profes- 
sional footballers’ Association and 
government intends to look at this 
area once they have helped toe lower 
divisions fulfil Taylor's requirements 

When pfayers have finished paving 

to play they have to pay increasing 
sums to watch toe professionals. De- 
spite the Tbyte- Report's dear request 
that clubs should not take advantage 
of the move to seating to increase 
prices most have, to extortionate lev- 
els. The cheapest seat at Chelsea is 
E22 (uncovered) while it can ev en cost 
£16 to watch Second Division fbotball 

Meanwhile, m the cfaectors'bax, the 

game’s fat cats count fortunes which 
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Sunday 16 April 1989: Liverpool 
announce they will play no more 
games until the dead are buried. 
The FAs chief executive, Graham 
Kelly, says more seats and less, 
terracing are needed at football 
grounds. Sepp Blatter then the 
general secretary and the now 
president of Fife, says , that until 
grounds are improved, “the 
prospects of than [EngBshdubs] 
playing again in Europe haye ; 
worsened.” 

Monday 17: In Liverpool, ffier 
2pm radio news starts with a roll' 
call of the dead. The- 94. names , 
(later to rise to 96) takes 12 min- 
utes to read. The FA says tbatthe 
question of a replay lies in Lfoav' 
pool’s hands. Derby and Spurs 

Start dismantling fenring at their 

grounds. Others contemplate 
doing toe same. Arsenal cancel 
their Tuesday match against Wim- 
bledon, against the will of toe FA. ’ 
Tuesday 18: Lord Justice Taylor 
visits Hillsborough. Lee Nichol, 
aged 14, dies of his injuries mhos- < 
pital to take the death toll to 95/' 
Wednesday 19: The first bodies 
return to UverpooL Southampton 
play the first First Division match 
since the disaster and draw 0-0 
with Norwich. Manager Chris 
NichoIL says: “Winning and losing 
seems of tittle importance.” The 
FA announces that Saturday's 
matches will start at 3.06pm. 
Thursday 20: After a day of de- 
bate, Liverpool and Everton an- 
nounce they will pull down 
fencing at their grounds. 

Friday 21: The funerals of 14 vic- 
tims take place in Liverpool ' 
Queues at Anfield are half a mile 1 
long and it’s estimated that 
500,000 pilgrims have contributed 
to the blanket of flowers and 
scarves on toe pitch. 

Saturday 22: BTrst Division 
matches (except Liverpool’s 
game withArsenaD go ahead. Liv- 
erpool comes to a halt at 3.06pm 
for a minute’s silence. 

Sunday 23: John B arnes pulls out 
the England squad to face Alba- 
nia to attend fans' funerals. 
Sunday 30: Liverpool play a 
friendly in Glasgow against 
Celtic, winning 4-0 and raising 
£350,000 for toe Hillsborough 
fund and then announce they 
will play the FA Cup replay 
against Bbrest (The game even- 
tually takes place on Sunday 7 
May. Dalglish’s side run out 3-1 
winners. They go on to win an all 
Merseyside final 3-2). 

Wednesday 3 May: Liverpool 
play their first competitive match 
since Hillsborough, against Ever- 
ton at Goodison, in front of 45,000 
people. The 0-0 scoreline is ir- 
relevant A banner in the Liver- 
pool end reads: “The Kop thanks 
you alL We never walked alone." 
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make even the players look like pau- 
pers. The tikes of Sir John and Dou- 
glas Hall (Newcastle), David Don 
(Arsenal), Doug HKs (Aston Villa), Bai 
Bates (Chelsea), Alan Sugar (Spurs), 
Peter Johnson (Everton) and others 
have made actual or paper fortunes 

from the game but an are cast in shad- 
ow by Martin Edwards. The Man- >- 
Chester United chairman has realised - 

£33m on his original £600,000 invest- 
ment and stiD has 14 per cent of shares, 

estimated worth £62m, to sdL 

A golden age? Pbr these men it 
conies platinum -coated and dia- 
mond-studded. And yet if television 
lost interest which it might if hooli- 
gamsm returned, or fashions moved 
on (already the sales of replica shirts, 
abarometer of the game's populari- 
ty, are falling) ^ sport would - m 
trouble. There are a lot of dubs 
locked into long-term, high-wage 
contracts. While money is flooding 
into the game fbotball should invest 
it not dish it out to rapadous play- 
era and agents, or allow it to be salt- 
ed away into directors’ offshore bank 
accounts. 

i!!f 1 T ,d . a!so ^ used its riches 
^ iook after its own: the way the game 
has rtood by while toe Hillsborough - 

SlS ^ fought to ** heardis 
not fang short of a disgrace. 

nf J JVf 1 h °wwec Involves people in 
positions of influence putting the 
IJJ d . er uiterests of the game before 

ou^hia Wn ‘ While thepe are hon- 
ourabJe exceptions it is clear that 

^^untikely. Coercion may be re- 
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Another Ronaldo, another world 


LUIS FELIPE POSSO chooses 
his words carefully when aslrqd 
to describe the experience of 
manag i n g the worid*s fastest 
marathon runner. “He’s a chal- 
lenge,” he says. Eventually. 

The man of whom he speaks, 
Ronaldo da Costa, is smiling 
compliantly for a photographer 
who appears to be taking the 
same shot, again and again. The 
smile does not fade — it never 
does, according to Posso, who 
has guided the fortunes of the 
Brazilian for the last seven 
years. He m ak es no secret of 
the fact that he wishes the 28- 
year-old from Descoberto 
would spend less time accom- 
modating the wishes of others, 
and more time concentrating 
on tr aining 


Since Ronaldo’s startling 
performance in Berlin last Sep- 
tember, when he ran 2hr 06min 
05sec to lower the 10-vear-old 
world marathon record by 45 
seconds, he has attracted the 
kind of attention more usually 
accorded to bis Brazilian foot- 
balling namesake. 

His success, in what was 
only his second marathon. lifted 
Brazil’s sporting morale in the 
wake of their disappointment at 
the World Cup finals 10 weeks 
earlier. 

Ronaldo - whose own local 
league footballing career was 
hampered by the fact that he was 
always put in goal - was joined 
in Berlin by two Brazilian TV 
crews. They escorted him back 
to his home country, where his 


The Brazilian who has set new standards runs in the 
London Marathon on Sunday. By Mike Rowbottom 


picture appeared everywhere in 
the media. A helicopter was 
waiting to take him back to his 
home town, 100 miles north of 
Rio, where he grew up in a fam- 
ily of 12 childrea There he was 
paraded through the streets - 
before the party began. 

“Since September. Ronaldo 
has been besieged,' - Posso said. 
“He has been to Monaco and 
Lanza rote to make media ap- 
pearances, lie has been to Italy 
for his shoe company. When he 
goes back home, tans come to 
his house, driving from Rio for 
autographs. Some simply ask 
him for money. He cannot gel 


away. The television people 
even found out he was prepar- 
ing back home before this race 
when he had said he was going 
to San Diego. 

“I try to tell him there are too 
many distractions to his train- 
ing." Posso said. "But he 
doesn’t always listen." 

Posso looks after the for- 
tunes of some of the world’s 
finest marathon runners. Apart 
from Ronaldo, he manages 
Dionicio Ceron, the London 
winner from 1994-1996. Antonio 
Pinto, the winner in 1992 and 
1997, and the Olympic champi- 
on, Jos in Thugwane. 


For him, they fall into two 
categories. ‘ Ceron and Pinto.” 
he says, -they are talented 
hard workers. Thugwane and 
Ronaldo - they don't need to 
work hard." 

How far both men can travel 
on talent will become evident on 
Sunday, when both contest the 
Flora London Marathon as part 
of what is, arguably, the 
strongest field ever assembled. 

Ronald was in good humour 
yesterday as he discussed his 
prospects. “It's difficult to talk 
about running 2hr 06 min now. 
because 1 have come from a 
temperature of 36 degrees to 


five degrees, which is quite a 
difference. But I am in the 
same form as 1 was before 
Berlin last year. There are 
some very good runners here, 
so we will have to see what hap- 
pens." 

While bis manager frets, 
however. Ronaldo maintains 
he feels no particular weight of 
expectation after taking over 
the world best mark from Be- 
layneh Dinsamo. 

“It seems like it was only yes- 
terday,” he said. “There is no 
pressure for me." 

He shrugged off his rela- 
tively poor showing in the Lis- 
bon Half- Marathon three 
weeks ago, where he finished 
i9th in flimin 43 sec - more 
than three minutes slower than 
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The Leicestershire slip cordon and wicketkeeper James Whitaker (right), begin the defence of the County Championship against Essex at Chelmsford yesterday 


David Ashdown 


Prichard puts past woes behind him 
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THE RUNS did not exactly flood 
in for Paul Prichard but, 
between the showers of hail 
and rain which enveloped the 
County Ground, the former 
Essex ca ptain put b ehind him 
the misery of last season when 
every innings was an unhappy 
outing and ground his way to 
within a couple of blows ofwbat 
should be his first half-century 
far the best part of 18 months. 

Prichard had the most 
appalling run of form in 1998 
(so, as it happens, did Essex 
since they contrived to finish 


CRICKET 


By David Llewellyn 
at Chelmsford 

Essex 91-2 v 

Leicestershire 

bottom of the heap). His high- 
est score in the Championship 
was 24 and he finished the sea- 
son by giving up the captaincy 
to Nasser Hussain and an av- 
erage of 13, hardly worthy of a 
man with more than 15,000 
first-class runs to his name. 


As a measure of his level of 
concentration yesterday 
Prichard negotiated each stop- 
page. the fourth was the final 
one, as if it were but a brief 
pause. And considering he was 
up against Leicestershire, the 
defending champions, it was all 
the more meritorious. 

It was not plain sailing. Far 
from it Mike Kasprowicz - an 
Essex old boy. albeit of just one 
season in 1994 - created plenty 
of waves and frequently beat 
the bat early on as Prichard 
and his opening partner. 


Darren Robinson, struggled 
to find their bearings. 

At times, given the light that 
was understandable. Robinson 
looked the un easier of the pair 
and it was no surprise whea 
having readied a scratchy 13. he 
finally succumbed Chris Lewis, 
who was looking venomous at 
times from the River End, got 
the Essex man on to the back 
foot and found an edge high up 
the bat. Paul Nixon, one of the 
most underrated wicketkeepers 
around, took a comfortable 
catch. 


Ian Flanagan, still only 18. 
sank without trace, his third 
ball rapping his pad when he 
was barely forward to give 
Kasprowicz a deserved wicket 
Flanagan's departure set up 
an intriguing confrontation, 
since it brought Stuart Law to 
the crease. He is Kasprowicz's 
Queensland captain, but there 
was no sign of cobbership. 

Law took two runs off the 
burly fast bowler then sur- 
vived a confident bellow for leg- 
before. A ball or so later and 
Kasprowicz had the misfor- 


tune to concede what appeared 
to be an inadvertent boundary, 
one that squirted over the 
ropes at third man. 

Gradually, though, the bats- 
mens confidence grew-. Prichard, 
having passed his 1998 mart let 
rip with boundaries, first off 
Lewis, then James Ormond, 
and they sandwiched a far more 
confident brace from Law- off 
Kasprowicz. the first a fine, fine 
glance, the second a delicate cut 

Ormond only lasted a 
couple of overs from the River 
End before it was decided that 


he would probably be more ef- 
fective with the wind some- 
where behind him. In the event 
he did not get on. As James 
Whitaker - back in charge of 
the side after virtually a year 
out following long-term knee 
problems - juggled things 
around to effect the change of 
ends, a combination of a Lewis 
maiden from the River End 
and some heavy black clouds 
brought a premature close to 
proceedings. It was a day when 
more than 73 overs were lost 
to the weather. 


Surrey shine amid the showers 


FIRST-CLASS cricket at The 
Oval spluttered reluctantly into 
something resembling life for 
another season yesterday after 
more than half a (fay’s play was 
lost to a combination of tor- 
rential downpours, thunder and 
lightning, hail storms and April 
showers. 

Given the inordinately early 
start to this summer’s pro- 
ceedings, the inclement weath- 
er might have been 
interpreted as an almighty 
sign of disapproval As it was, 
when the game finally got 
going in earnest after the play- 
ers had taken an early tea, a 
biting gale kept Gloucester- 
shire hands firmly in pockets 
and prompted an all too infre- 


BY ADAM SZRETER 
at The Oval 

Surrey 124-0 v 
Gloucestershire 

quent appearance by the heavy 
bails - painted black for some 
reason. 

The viators were in the field 
by choice, Marie Alleyne per- 
haps fearing for the batsmen's 
concentration on a day of in- 
evitable interruption. But Mark 
Butch ei; who will captain Sur- 
rey while Adam Hollioake re- 
mains on World Cup duty, and 
his opening partner. Ian Ward, 
made light of the awkward cir- 
cumstances and if it turns out 
fine today Alley 116 tnight be 


locking himself with some feel- 
ing by tonight 

Butcher played fluently from 
the start A couple of dubious de- 
cisions to leave balls that went 
perilously dose to his off stump 
and a near run-out after a mis- 
understanding with Ward were 
the only blemishes in a half cen- 
tury of sweetly timed strokes. 

Ward, in his second spell at 
Surrey and preferred to the 
more experienced Darren 
BicknelL was more circum- 
spect to begin with but grew in 
confidence, bringing up both the 
50 and the 100 partnership with 
beautifully executed cover 
drives off Jon Lewis. 

There was precious little 
encouragement for Glouces- 


tershire's bowlers and Ian Har- 
vey’s spell of medium pace 
suggested that Courtney Walsh 
will indeed be badly missed as 
their overseas player. The Vic- 
torian all-rounder at JeasL has 
another string to his bow-, al- 
though he might have to wait a 
while longer to use iL 
■ Dean Headley made the most 
of gloomy conditions to give 
Kent an early breakthrough 
against Middlesex al Lords in 
the Championship yesterday 
on a day reduced to 10.1 overs 

by bad weather Headley re- 
moved Mike Rose berry for six 
as the home side struggled to 16 
for 1 at the dose. Justin Langer 
was unbeaten on 10 and Mark 
Ramprakash had yet to score. 


Stewart’s men state 
case for more cash 

Under-achievers of Shaijah are forced to negotiate 
from a position of weakness. By Derek Pringle 


SPORT/21 


his time for the second half of 
the Berlin race seven months 
ago. 

“I had run ISO kilometres in 
the week before the race," he 
said. -I feel much better now I 
have rested properly” 

Levity comes naturally to 
Ronaldo - asked yesterday if he 
prepared in any special way for 
a race, he replied with a wide 
grin: “Sex”. 

But he indicated his per- 
sonal determination back in 
1992 when he funded his own 
journey from Brazil to Florida, 
where he asked Posso to man- 
age him. 

He repaid Posso’s confi- 
dence in him by winning a 
world half-marathon bronze in 
1994, and recorded a highly 





PPP Healthcare County 
Championship 

Durham w Worcestershire 

mnSRStSCs (Bay T of*} 

No pby yesterdtf 4 m to «aen> 

Essex v Leicestershire 

CtcaJflSFORD { 0*1 1 Of 4); Esmx bM scorad 91 
for 1 wfcteo agtfaar Ldceatersbire 

Esse* we" fPiS 


Rubs 

6S 49 

Bis NUa 

6 

o o 

25 32$ 

10 

0 1 

33 3*6 

O 

0 0 

3 15 

.0 



— 16 









ESSEX — ftrat ion&igs 






Ran* 

6s 

4S 

BIS HUB 

P J Prichard not out— -43 

0 

6 

97 

363 

jf.. 

0 0J Robinson eftonb Lewis -13 

0 

1 

56 

309 

l N Fiwgan Km b Kasprowta 0 

0 

D 

3 

4 

SO Law not out 14 

Extras (IH n017),..M 21 

0 

3 

34 

47 




TOtal (tor 2, 50J o m) — 9f 
Mfc 1-40. 2-45. 

lb Bab “R C Irani, A P Grayson. 5 D Retere. 1RJ Roltais. 
A P Cowan. M C lice. P M Such. 

Bow B ag; M S Kaspro w icz 14-4-39-1. C C Laws 13J-3- 
35-1. J O/mond 2-0-fl-O, ) M Dakin 1-0-4-0. 
iwpirtfc RJtifian and R fanwc 

Lancashire v Sussex 

OUT TRAITORS! (Day 1 of A) ~ 

No pby ywfevday dm to ratn. 


CRICKET SCOREBOARD 


Middlesex v Kent 

mars lOf i of 4p B355 mme scared 16 tor 
on* wrfcfcK agnta* Kent 

Art r,an f«S 

IVDOLRSEX — Rnt lasings 


M A Rosetwrry b Hwdley. 6 

J L Langer rot out 10 

•M R Rampratesh not out 0 


local (tor 1. 10.1 overs) — 16 
toll; i- 8 . 

TO sac R A Krttfetafough. O A Shah. P U Wertes, ID C 
Nash, i P Hewitt. S i Cook, R L Johnson, p C R Hifnrfl. 
Bowllflg: D W Headley 5 . 1 - 1 - 13 - 1 . J B Thompson 5 - 2 - 3 - 
0 . 

Umpires J H Harris and A OWson. 

Surrey v Gloucestershire 

Tie FOblWS OVAL (Dajf l of 4 ): Scrrcf have scored 

124 tar no wickets against Gloucestershire 

C*Tucn*W/Nff non toss 

SURREY — Rise Innings 

Runs 6s 4s Bis HUn 

■M A BuKIwr not out — 68 O 11 1*8 

I J tflbrd not Out— 50 0 7 137 «B 

Extras |nb 6 ) 6 

local (tor O, 47 overe) 124 

lb Can J D Ratdtffe. N Stuhld. A D Brawn. B C Holllcuke. 
W N Ban* G P BuKhK, A J Tudor. I □ K Salisbury M P 

Bigjmdl 

BnwftKt A M Ssridi 1 3 - 3 - 36 - 0 . J lawts 14 - 6 - 37 - 0 . 1 J Har- 


vey 8-4-21-0. M W Alleyne 7-3-16-0. MCJ Ban 5 I1--0 
Umpires: B DiWteton and J F SteeK 

Other Match 

Nottinghamshire v Cambridge Uniu 
TRENT BRIDGE (Day 2 o t 3 ): Cambridge University 
have scored 209 tor 5 wickets agalest Notdng- 
hamtNn 

•.’jworiuijr- (bKW niri . 

CAMBRIDGE UNIVERSITY — First Innings Overnight 
209-5 (felull 55 | 

Umpires: P Carre* and D 1 Constant 

Ho play yesterday dun to rain. 

Today's fixtures |ll 00 unless 

PPP HEALTHCARE COUNTY CHAMPIONSHIP 

(first day ol four) Edgbaston: wamn kslmr * 
Northamptonshire (Second day of toun Riverside: 
Durham v Worcestershire Chelmsford: Ess*.-* ■ 
Leicestershire. Old Trafford; lanc.ishuc « £-usx.-. 
Lord's: Middlesex v Kent The Ouai: Sunry « 
Gloucestershire. 

OTHER MATCHES (d.iy I o» 3) The Parks: C-.Min 
University „ Hampshire (1 1 30|. Wav 3 ll Trent 
Bridge: Noctlnghamshne v Cdmbi UrurV 'tv 


IT WAS meant to be a trip of res- 
olution for England's World 
Cup squad, but three straight 
losses and a row over con- 
tracts have turned their Shar- 
jah sojourn into a war of wills 
between them and their em- 
ployers. the England and Wales 
Cricket Board. 

Within an hour of winning 
their final match against Pak- 
istan, Alec Stewart and his 
squad met behind closed doors 
with Tim Lamb, the chief ex- 
ecutive of the ECB, and Da rid 
Acfield, a non-executive mem- 
ber of the management board. 

The meeting, which went 
on well into the early hours of 
the morning, did not pull its ver- 
bal punches and players’ griev- 
ances over the current World 
Cup contracts were given a 
good airing. 

Despite the passion - Dar- 
ren Gough apparently gave 
an Olivier-dass performance - 
it is thought that no more 
money is to be put on the 
table. Instead some of the fine 
detail, such as compulsory 
travel by team coach and the 
chance to take some time off 
to see their families, will be 
looked at again. 

As sweeteners go. it is hard 
ly in the buff-enveiope-on-a 
draughty-motorway- services 
class so beloved of uld-school 
football managers, and the 


sound of 15 pens suddenly ink- 
ing the dotted line in unison is 
unlikely. The players will sign, 
but only grudgingly. 

One of the sources of dis- 
quiet. it seems, has been the 
disparity between what players 
were paid for a one-off tourna- 
ment in Bangladesh last Octo- 
ber (£8.000). and what they are 
being offered for the first stage 
of the W>rid Cup (believed to be 
about £5,000». 

The logic, if that is the right 
term, is that England will play 
Five matches in stage one, as op- 
posed to the single game played 
in Bangladesh. T^ken to its ex- 
treme the players argument is 
that if most other professions 
charge by the minute, why 
shouldn’t they. 

in some way's the spat has 
united the players though, judg- 
ing by the performances on the 
field, it is their employers 
rather than their opponents, 
who have borne the brunt As 
a general rule sportsmen have 
no bargaining power without re- 
sults and when the West Indies 
downed tools to get a better pay 
settlement it was before, not 
after, their disastrous tour of 
South Africa. 

England's cricket here has 
mainly been shoddy and con- 
fused. The poor batting form of 
Stewart as well as his stodgy 
captaincy, has not helped mat- 


ters. Comfortably outmanoeu- 
vred by his opposite numbers 
in the first two games, it was 
only in the final two matches 
that be showed any flair by 
keeping men up in run-saving 
positions. 

If that was an improvement, 
he has two County Champi- 
onship matches and two Na- 
tional League matches to find 
some touch before the World 
Cup squad assemble at Can- 
terbury on 2 May. 

On the positive side Eng- 
land must be happy that Gra- 
ham Thorpe and Neil j 
Fairbrother came through 
Sharjah without stirring up 
their old injuries. Both the 
left-handers scored runs, too, 
though their final positions in 
the order; like the batting tac- 
tics in the first 15 overs, appear 
undecided. 

England also have a dearer 
picture of what Andrew Flintoff 
and Angus Fraser have to offer. 
Before this trip neither would 
have been thought of as definite 
first-choice material. Yet 
Flin toff's power and exuber- 
ance, as well as Fraser’s old- 
fashioned virtues of line and 
length, have made both com- 
pulsory selections. Providing 
the others can emulate them, 
and contracts are signed, Eng- 
land may yet prove a force in 
the World Cup. 


Ronaldo: New-found fame 

creditable 2:09:57 in his first 
marathon, the 1997 race in 
Berlin. 

A year later, on the same flat 
course, creditable became in- 
credible as Ronaldo rounded off 
a stupendous performance 
with an exuberant double cart- 
wheel. The London organisers 
are hoping that what goes 
around comes around. 


Broncos’ 
Cup final 
appeal to 
Branson 


RUGBY LEAGUE 


By Dave Hadfield 

THE LONDON BRONCOS are 
appealing to the most recog- 
nisable club chairman in the 
game, Richard Branson, to 
have a change of heart and lead 
them out at Wembley 
Branson, whose Virgin 
group owns the club, has 
expressed a reluctance to mus- 
cle in on the big day, but the 
Broncos' chief executive. 7b ny 
Rea, is trying to persuade him 
to take centre stage for the Silk 
Cut Challenge Cup final on 1 
May. “He says it's the team’s 
day. but the team wants him to 
lead them out and 1 think he 
will,” Rea said. 

Rea was due to talk today to 
Branson, who is out of the 
country, to pass on the players’ 
request that he should pre- 
cede them out of the Wembley 
tunnel on the last time it will fig- 
ure in a rugby league final. “Just 
from the point of view of the pro- 
file of the dub, it would be a 
great thing for us,” Rea added. 

The Broncos stand-off Karie 
Hammond, who has played 
twice at Wembley for St Helens, 
agreed. “It can only help the 
dub from a publicity point of 
view if he leads us out for the 
final.” he said. 

Lionel Hurst, the chairman 
of the Rugby League Confer- 
ence. which is made up of 
teams from outside the game's 
heartland, said that London 
reaching the final would sig- 
nificantly enhance its national 

cred entials . 

“Their win in the semi-final 
at Headingley will be seen as 
pivotal in rugby league's 
growth, not just in Britain but 
around the world." he said at 
the launch of the second season 
of the Conference yesterday. 

The Broncos, whose second 
row forward. Dominic Peters, 
played for West London in the 
competition last year, are 
among the biggest supporters 
of the Conference. “It is not a 
question of what we can do for 
them or what they can do for us, 
but about the combined 
strength of the two,” Rea said. 
“We are going to give a great 
performance at Wembley and 
give rugby league in the south 
something to be proud of" 
There is evidence of further 
interaction between the Con- 
ference and the professional 
game in the staging of their pre- 
liminary grand finals as curtain- 
raisers before Super League 
matches this summer. 

The final eliminator for dubs 
in the south and east sections 
will be before the London v Sal- 
ford game on 7 August while 
teams from the north and east 
will play before Warrington 
meet St Helens on 15 August. 
The Grand Final is to be held 
at the New River Stadium, 
home of the London Skolars. on 
the 21 AugusL 
The Conference, which 
begins its season on 8 May, 
includes six new teams this 
year and also has most of its 
dubs fielding junior outfits. 
“We are putting our best peo- 
ple into the junior sides, be- 
cause that’s where our future 
lies," Hurst said. 

■ Bradford Bulls' Henry and 
Robbie Paul have been named 
in the New Zealand team for the 
Anzac Day Tbst against Aus- 
tralia at Sydney’s Olympic Sta- 
dium on Friday, 23 ApriL The 
brothers were automatic 
selections after helping the 
Kiwis to a historic series tri- 
umph on British soil last yean 
The Paul brothers will fly out 
to Sydney after the Bulls' Super 
League game at Warrington on 
Sunday and will miss their 
dub's match against Halifax a 
week later. 
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Veteran who has defied the years 


WHEN A National Hunt jockey 
reaches the age of 35 a lai^e 
claw usually descends to take 
him to the place of rest for win* 
ter riders. Not so Graham John 
Bradley, who will be 39 this year 
and still shows no signs of with- 
ering apart from the spreading 
grey stains at his temples. 

They call him Brad in the 
weighing-room, but it could 
just as well be Dad. The York- 
shire man is hugely popular 
with his colleagues, even those 
who are just about young 
enough to be his offspring. 

Bradley was born in Wfether- 
by and still pledges allegiance 
to his local football team of note, 
Leeds United You could not teH 
this from his wood-splitting ac- 
cent but the jockey bas now 
been down south for some tune, 
ploughing his furrow from one 
of Britain's richest racing vales. 
He lives in Sparshoft. near 
Wantage, but takes most of his 
liquid refreshment in the 
Queen's Arms at East Gars ton. 

He is also a smoker and last 
week, when an arm injury sus- 
tained in the Irish Grand Na- 
tional looked like preventing 
him from riding in the Ain tree 
original, he described the limb 
as being so painful that be 
could barely lift a fog to his 
mouth. 

Brad is recognised by friend 
and foe as one of the great rid- 
ing stylists. When this techni- 
cally proficient horseman is in 
the saddle he casts virtually the 
same silhouette as Richard 
Dun woody. 


The jockey who was yesterday 
charged with conspiring to cheat 


has won some of racing’s greatest 
prizes. By Richard Edmondson 


He causes envy in other di- 
rections. Bradley is the best 
golfer in the weighing room, 
with a single-figure handicap. 
That is not the the only figure 
in which the jockey is interest- 
ed. In the highly-sexed atmos- 
phere of his sport the lads talk 
about the old fax being a great 
“puller”. 

Bradley is the son of Nor- 
man, a trainer who plied his 
trade from near Wetherby at 
Skdriinghall. The young lad's tal- 
ents were soon apparent and 
even as a fledgling rider he was 
inducted into the finest racing 
academy in the land, the Hare- 
wood base of the all -conquering 
Dickinson family. 

There were more experi- 
enced jockeys in this great fin- 
ishing school and stronger ones 


too. None, however, were as 
□eat as the freshman. 

The man who rode his first 
winner on Talon at Sedgefield 
in 1980 gave us the chance for 
comparison with bis work- 
mates when he led home Dick- 
inson's Famous Five in the 
1983 Cheltenham Gold Cup on 
Bregawn. He was just 22. 

Bradley's has not been a 
career of great numbers, rather 
of victories in just about all the 


major races. His best season 
was the 1986/87 campaign, 
when he recorded 53 winners. 

The Cheltenham Festival's 
other great race, the Champi- 
on Hurdle, fell to him quite for- 
tuitously on Collier Bay in 1996. 
Not lucky because of any fluke 
in the running of the race, but 
because Bradley was not due to 


BRADLEY’S GLORY DAYS 


Bom: 8 September, 1960. 

First winner: Talon at Sedgefield on 
ii March, 1980 

Best season: 1986-87 whan he 
roda 53 winners. 

Grand National: Runner-up on 
Suny Bay (1998). 


BIG RACE WINNERS 
Cheltenham Gold Cup: Bregawn 
(1983). 


Champion Hurdle winner: Col&er 
Bay (1996). 

Hennesey Gold Cup: Bregawn 
(1982) & Suny Bay (19Sf7>- 
King George VI Chase: Wayward 
Lad (1985) 

Irish Grand National: Rhyme ' N ' 
Reason (1985). 

Welsh National: Rrqtrthand Man 
(1984) & Stearsby (1986) 


be on Collier Bay at all. He had 
been scheduled to partner the 
big-race favourite. Alder-brook, 
but was removed from that 
posting when his alarm clock 
failed to wake, him in time for 
the gelding's final piece of work. 

And when Morley Street was 
kidded home in the Aintree 
Hurdle at the beginning of the 
decade Bradley's was ac- 
knowledged as the ride of that 
particular season. 

TWo years ago we almost lost 
his talent when the rides dried 
up and took the enthusiasm 
with them. Bradley was rescued 
by the Upper Lambourn train- 
er Charlie Brooks, who was 

himself questioned in connec- 
tion with the race-fixing alle- 
gations before being released 
without charge at Charing 
Cross police station yesterday. 

Between them this unlikely- 
partnership of a jockey older 
than his trainer won presti- 
gious races, but none was more 
notable than a runner-up plac- 
ing a year ago. when Bradley 
and Suny Bay slogged through 
a Grand’ National quagmire to 
beat all bar Earth Summit. 

The partnership completed 
the Liverpool course once 
again on Saturday, further ce- 
menting Suny Bay's place as 
one of the favourite convey- 
ances of Graham Bradley. 

Another great friend, and 
he will be amused at the irony 
of it considering his present po- 
sition. is the name of his King 
George VI winner, a horse 
called Wayward Lad. 
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Graham Bradley takes the Cheltenham acclaim on his 1996 Champion Hurdle winner. Collier Bay Allsport 


CHELTENHAM 


2.55 


HYPERION 


2.20 Relkander 
2.55 GIGI BEACH (nap) 
3.30 Wllmott'B Raney 


4.05 You're Agoodun (nb) 
4.35 Dictum 
5.10 Edwarda 


GOLDEN MILLER HANDICAP CHASE (CLASS C) 

212,000 3m 2f 110yds Penalty Value C8, 247 Ml 

JAMeCarthyB 
W Blanton 
JflKannaghB 


GONG: Gootl 

D Letl-tand. gaTopng court* with-strff fences. UpM> ru>m Of 240yd 
H Course is 1m N of town off A43S. Bus ink from Cheftenham rail station (served by 
Bristol. Sinraignam and London. Paddington) 2m ADMISSION: Club & Tartorsate com- 
bined ijuraors, 16-24 years. £31: Courage Enclosure £5 CAR PARK: Free 

■ LEADING TRAINERS: M Pipe 4T-34I (133%). D Nicholson 34-240 (142%). N TWaton- 
Davlea 22-228 C96M J Gifford 16-119 1134%) 

■ LEADING JOCKEYS: A P McCoy 46-188 134 7M N WMtomaon 39- 137 (209%). R Dun- 
woody 32-210 (132%) M A Fitzgerald 23-176 (13.1 %l 

■ FAVOURITES: 218-546 (398SI TONGUE STRAP: Ra Incheck (220) 

BUNKERED FIRST TIME: Kelly Mac (2201: Parattandy R55i: Stadtrwan (405) 


P£)PP FATHER SKY (F37) (C) (D| itorreth hornfafl 0 CO 

iF3lS3 THE GOPHER (193) (0) lA D Baretii 0 Write D ti n 
hFl-5 GOD SPEED YOU (IS) (D) (Wtofcpl C Ucricck W h L 
2P-13* HALWOOO CASTLE (39) (D) (Ms U ft 9 " 3 

I-4P34 PARAHANDY (IQ (D) |G E Heed) J Mufns 9 71 J 
-P43S0 IN TRUTH (29) (Cl (Mis 6 Hcdttnl S GcAngs II n 1 
23P4C GIGI BEACH (19) (D) (BF) (C I A Paterson) P Nete* 8 9 
P54SP1 COOUc HILL (20) [teas B Wrtteld anc JPoowi Dr«*ssen8 *13 
22271 KTNNAHALLA (9) |R J Spencer) G Baking 7 0 5 

43E21 MOORLAND HIGfTUfHI (8) (D) (Italy Fartt'l * Hcfctxr- 8 K"0 Ge»i Hr D O'Meara (7) 
-it) declared - 

BETTING: 7-2 Coote HB. Glgp Beach, 9-3 KfonataHa, 13-2 Moorland Highflyer, 8-1 Mahrood Cas- 
tla. 9-7 fn Truth. 10-1 ParahaHty. 12-1 The Gophec 16-1 God Speed You. 20- T Father Sky 
W6 XemaCoratarSOaDSatttt 13)6-1 (BMfenan) n ran 


VERDICT: his hard to see beyond WTLMQTTS FANCY; who appeared fobs man- 
taring her ton n admirably ar Newbury last wire and is damn In under race cond- 
non&Qnlyif a busy campaqr linaly lakes its to! doss the prorrushg Connor IWacteod 
seem Bsety to get hs chance 


R Winger (5) 
T J Murphy B 
S Durack 
.. JTtsanf 
R Jotnmn 
-FKariry (7) 


4.05 


MfTIE GROUP NOVICE HANDICAP HURDLE (CLASS D) 
£7,000 added 3m 110yds Penalty Value £5,425 


M23J1 LADY OF GOOTMBWON (36) (C CQ [Ch« Racr^fl N Trosntbws 7 tt 13_C Ltatefyn 
■QPOft HOLBORM HILL (38) (0) U E Etonn) C MamT fl 6 J 


2.20 


LYNX EXPRESS NOVICE HANDICAP CHASE 131 
(CLASS D) £8.000 2m 5f Penalty Value £5^36 KM! 

541P35 REAGAM5SQUE (USA) (181 (D) (Ms John SpetTOn) P Murphy 'HD RFanant 


762021 MONTROE (26) (CXI) fttss Ueref Tutne5] R Fbwe T n 9 -RDunwoody 

•1P225 ACT IN TSHE (28) (CD) (Mrs '3 C- Wftrram T George 7 IT 8 H WakJcy 

□22122 ZAITOON (75) (Owterham Racng Urfi 0 f&ftofcon a 11 8 RJohnsm 

20-3PP CARDIAC ARREST fl 4) iDand JeWman) Mss H Kudu 6 n 7 MAFtegandd 

02P521 SPECIAUZE(8){DI(PAEraaer)Ka*l«71l3|5Bc) „_APIIeCoyB 

03520 PRIDE OF KASHMIR (21) (Dj rFranh S Ccety Beryl PHcfcbsE n 0 GTbmwyB 

.IMP- RAR4CHECK (341) (D) (Urs Girona VnUsy) M Campon 8 It G-- . . . . _BP»reB 

, P2P 13 MR JEWS (65) (Fs*x taerwsfj Yfidcw & Sen) J Qffaid ID 10 12. PMde 

PH622 GRATE DEH. (9) (D) (Mrs U Adfcyi S Smfli 9 O II _ S Dutach 

22 tl.1 SAHTA JET (9)fD) (G P Edwanfc) G M Mooie 8 tJ 10 (5&1 NH*n*y(5) 

52M-F HEADFORHEAVBil 111) (FcrayRacng And Nan) R Hoad9D9. _ .JRKewragh 
Q£33l H61KANDER (IB) i^MaiiwEiicUey! Mrs JFMman9 OB --NWBamson 


AMagi*? 
.. WMmton B 
-H Wklgar (S) 
JUogford(7) 


K 61F4P3 CLOD HOPPER ;21) fT J ftnclt) l IMfems 908.. 

B P24223 KELUT MAC (11) IfAS '/ OBrWJ D OBnffli 9 10 7,. .. 

* P0FP5 TIHLEY GALE (18) (IkxaW Smthl J 5 Snrti 7 D 0 

C PP-35P CHERRY ORCHID (3) (E 0 Steward) J R Kflhes 12 10 0.. 

-17 dedaied- 

Urumurn v*e<gt<l 1 0st. True (wirfcap Hwgte Tufqt Gate flsf SB. Cherry OrchdSsf 'Oto. 
j BETTING: 61 Refkander. 6-1 S«a Jet. 7-1 Montrae. 8-1 ZaftMn.Specfaflze, Giflte DwL 10-1 Act 
In TVme, Head Fe* Heaven. TWey Gale. 161 oOwre 
"5SQ- Flat Top 7 K) nRThcmwn n-3 (M W Easterby) Crar 

FORM GUIDE 

Reaganeoque: Rurmng modteaiefy since beaflng Ke*y Mac S lengths from 4ti lower 
ar Leicester r2rrv4f heap, soft) in Febi Difficult to fancy 

Momroe: Proeyessnre end ratable; beal Wfoodbnds Beau Vh lengths at FbIHastane 
f3m2f nov. good) on latest start, but has been done no tavouu at the waghts 
Act hi Timer: Smart 2nd to Loot's U® TrouWa at Sarxtown off Irts harxKap mark be- 
fore bring when 23 lengths 5fli of 21 loDeeyaydee here (4m amaL good). Every chance 
2a*ioon: c^nsram son whose m tengths 2nd to Brother 01 Ms a Doncaster (3m 
taap good to soft) off the mark is working out- 75-day absence a concern 
Cardiac Arrest Yei ro fuffH pronase of 9 lengths 2nd to Trakto at Stratford ii Dec 
pJfofl up atter tracreHnq wH n good company at t»th Lseester and Ascot 
SpedaRze: 15-length winner horn Dovetto a Urteeterfolowng decem effora n tow- 
grade handicaps L*el\r to find lungs lough under Sb ponafty n ths beftar company 
Pride Of Kashmir: Easy aarty-season Plumpwn wiw from lOto lower n handfcap 
rannga and later placed off the. mark, but Stile sparkle on comeback last month 
Rain check: Pwm&pwu and Fofceswne hunter chase wwmer last term Little appeal 
Mr Jervis: Winner of modest Fbntwal novice n January. Dropped 2b sfoce latest 29 
tengins 3rd in m The Stood over same cause but that hardly looks sufficient 
Grate Deefc StaUd find the trio ideal after fetog lo gat 3m at Donca st er and VMsther- 
by.tvtwib pressed to reverse lateal rurraigenth Santa Jet even an 5 Bj better terms 
Santa Jet: Fftmer-up 5 hrnes betae boaunci Grate Dee) 27 tenglhs at Wethertjy (SnZf 
heap, goodj. Posstty flattered by Brest effort (previously looked exposed! 

Head For Heaven; Fontwefl scorer from Smart Guy last month and well in here on 
subservient 27 lengths 4th w Native Charm at Sarefcwa but fel et Pfumpton laifi« 
Refcander Not realy hnng to promise of earfy-soason LaoesterwinoverCherm- 
tog G*t We* enargh hendicappett but n»nprg could be a probtem on the stiff course 
Clod Hopper: Wi need somethng better than latest 3 length 3rd of B to Dovetto at 
Chepstow (ansi heap, good to soft) to take a hand 

Kelly Mac: vet to txrid on tw 3rd n Perryman Ed Ascot a year aga Blinkered lira hme 
after senes of ptaongs h modest company but makes little appeal 
Tlriey Gale: Fra term when 21 lengths 3rd ol 7 to Cheerful Aspect n strong Warwick 
2m4! nov chase (goocfl buesL Wei trifled on that form and caJd be nxti way value 
Cherry Orchid: No obvious chance from 13*3 out of the handicap 

VERDICT : These fences hoW no terrors tor ACT IN TIME who turned in an fine tfc- 
play to be 5th to Deejaydee r the National Hint Chase last month and looks on a 
lemptmg mark on hs previous Sandown form Urtey Gale is an Interesting prospect 
on his Warwick effort and s open to consxterafcte tiwrremenl. 


FORM GUIDE 

FMher Sky: fn and out performer snee Chepstow mi early last season from 5to high- 

V. Relumed to Flat after two merthusastic chase efforts the term 

The Gopher fn good form early n season and posstoTitfes on 4 lengths 3rd to Ut- 

ton Rocks at Chepstow (3m heap, good to fimu Longer tnp should sun 

God Speed Ytau: Four-tme scorer two seasons ago and wmer frern 21b fagher last 

term. Jumped poorly on Sendcwn reappearance Easmg {xouid & agajnsi im 

Mohvood Cesthc Capable of a bald show on Wncanton reappearance wh over Saras 

Debgttt from 3fo tower, but Kited on latest start and ran a Stinker in fits race last year 

Pvahandy: hit form around the tine last year, scomg al Fonhmel and Wrtcantoa 

but below best lately. Worth ccnstderaon with trinkets and Tariny fwkrphy 

In Truth: ICm Mu# wimer last year, but faded back rto Bth behrto Celtic G«u n same 

race last month. Generely not in good enou^i form to take advantage of sip n vveights 

Glgl Beach: On be upgrade mb Exeter wn and career-best Jengb 2nd to Pnme Ejc- 

arttote at Ketea (4m heap. good). Could find the ti%a an the sharp side 

Cools Hflfc Back to fiarm with 17-lengb win over Steel Mobs tlWincanton (3mif heap. 

good) last month after lean tpeL SM we4 haidcapped on last semens form 

Kkinahailo; On i^gradewib 6 lengths 2nd to SmertyarUttaxuter and Towcester wit 

frtm The Firi Monty. Pterey ro find with G*f» Beach or Exeter form 

Moorland Hfghftyen Third hanefcap win of the season when beating Flapiack Lad 8 

lengths at Chepstow (3m2t heap soft), despite step it yade 

VERDICT: The fop locks on the sharp ade tar the han (fly weighted Glgl Beach, so 

be issue ootid rest between the back to-torm COOLE HILL and Paratandy Dawd 

NfchoteonS mare had a ton n hand at Wtocantan and is stA on a very tenant hanci- 

cap mark. It she can avoid Mitpmg errore, she cotrid tave the edge on bfnkered-first- 

bme Pare handy, who appeared bo go parbcutarfy ms for Tntmy Murphy lest season 

and now has the talented Irishman aboard for the fret ame tta term 


3CJ21 YOU’RE AGOODUN (108) U S Lanrcrsinl M Fpe 7 n 2 A P McCoy B 

5-eiPt YORKSH1HE EDITION (9) (Robert Ogdon) P Nchoto 6 it 1 (7te4 RDumnody 

-31231 SUJCYESniBfTS (21) (t.lrs JMFCibbeh) IfiseV Yf5ans7 ID T3 NWBtenan 

02-344 DffilTEDBWAUS (142) (BF) (Lady VbsteyifcfcsHKngttS 10 It _J«AFBzgenid 

(HD3 GONE BALUSTIC (19) (Mrs 3 J Lockhart] D Mcficfecn 6 13 n -..JtllasMy 

'4333« GREYCOAT BOY (36) (NV/ffomgcn)J1&ig?D8 LOunsntas© 

266401 LTDEFtt (28) (Mrs F Stevenson) T George 7 » 7 -T Junta 

CKK44 VHLMO ffB) (R Mabew) H Mathew 6 U 6 T J Murphy V 


OGSfl LMfT TYE DAMAGE (USA) (3) (Jctei iMtyte) JVfliyteT t)A AMegrire 

n 0-a: ClARA CjSHE (ii) (Dote Deaami A Carol 3 B 1 OMdPheBp) 


234FFO UGHLAND JACK (86) (0) (K Gitara & B Cscff!) A TumeB 9 ffl 0 R Fsrrant 

46EH& SHADIRWAN (36) iCPcphamCPcpham B K3 0 JBPowBB 


3- 1350 LATE 8W0UNTER (9){D) (S R Browm) R Brown 8 130 SKeflyP) 

PPP STATE FAIR (51) (Shate Rattle and fti) G tern 5 IOC FKmiryp) 

-iftdariartd- 

tMmum tos. Weigher HjgNand Jack 9X iab.Shadinsan9arQ2j.Lfl»&aiJitErasfSb.Sta«fiiir9st 
BETTING: 9-2 Ybu'reAgooifon, 6-1 Yb riahi re E dtt ton, 7-1 Gone Bat&tflc, 8-1 Lady Of Gortmenon. 
Sih Vestments, Die Ftedanraua, Ltdefix. 10-1 others 
1998. Ganpaa 7 n 7 C Uewefyn 5-2 iav [N Twsmn-Daves) E ran 


FORM VERDICT 

There are question marks about the form of some of these but VELMEZ tas shown 
a decent level of abrity in much batter company and should stay this sort of trip. Ybu'ro 
Agoodun has not been on a racecourse far more than three months 


4.35 


PRESTBURY PARK HANDICAP HURDLE (CLASS B) 
£10,000 added 2m 5f 110yds Penalty Value £6,914 


3.30 


FAUCETS FOR MIRA RADA ‘NH' AUCTION NOV- 
ICE HURDLE (CLASS B) £20,000 added 
2m 5f 110yds 


a 


3W4 LWBtAfffl) (GD| IShekh Ahned AI Maklbiim) D fkhdscn 6 11 11 R Johnson 

P5TBQ0 DAHAYD AM (28) (CD) ID A Jcfraani M ?ge 7 11 5 ^APMoCoy 

-5P520 bci i etf OFFER (ZB) [Seymour Cohn) fyfes A Feneti 7T12 JRDuwnody 

PTJFD5 CAaMYGUBT(2S)(D&Mt5JO»lRP32ca*9 0< NWHHarason 

tCXWS FALMOUTH BAY (2B) (0) (V James £ D Samvicrhl E L JsmK n T) Z -JRKavanagh 

42200 CANTON VQJTURE (148) (CD) (Dr Frgrt, 5 B daal S Woo* T 10 0 . Pfflde 

-33D46 DfCTVIM f42) RAs R A Mmptvw) fifes H Kr#gfw 8 TO fl DGaltogher 

WNGSOONWTTWp)(T1tetta*MP3rtreKhp)RjSmth5nof5»)..JGqWsl0lii(3) 

“Sdactered- 


SKefly 
N WBwnson 


Rastus.8-1 Storm 


450?n MASTER RASTUS (22) (W fttol MrsS Wtems6 11 8 — -..AMagure 

-10U3I KNOCKARA FAIR (68) (M- & Ms R A Green) J Chaitaxi 8 n 5 -B Storey 

41-21P STORM CASTLE (42) (N Cronn) D Artxahna 7 n 2..._ ...D Gattaghsr 

3H2 FRANK BYHNE (131) (J FisflpOoQ J OU 7 11 1 . _..TJ Murphy 

1503P CONNOR MACLEOD (87) |Autioir Engneang) Me J Pitman E DC.. HDunwoody 

3-220 POWDER HOUND (22) (Pd Mel Fortners) I Wriams 6 1)0 RWMgar 

2FP2C ASHGAN (18) (D) (BF) (A J S Ms L Brazier) MMams 6 D 9 .APMcCcyB 

31-P22 GULLBLE GUY (19) (G A Robots Mbs V waams 7 n 6 

27023 WILMOTTS FANCY (IS) (Ws J K faflhm) Mss V Mams 7 0S 
— s dedvrvd - 

BETTING: 13-BWfanCfi Fancy, 5-1 Cornier BadeocLS-l Ashgan, 7-1 Mash 
Castle, Powder Hound, 10-1 Xnocfcare Felt GuTOta Guy: 1W Frank Byrne 
1998 Tocarespondtegrace 

FORM GUIDE 

Master Ras&w: Pro^esstve sort who totoued Taunton wfn with 15-tergth utftsoeter 
handcap success from Fredda Mudc (3m hcaptaavy). One to consider 
Knocfcara Fair Confirmed promise of 6 lengths 3rd to Al Gong at Doncaster when 
trouncing moderate field at Kelso (2m) last lima Longer trip staid help 
Storm Castle: Outclassed behind Kales Chaim at Chepstow last fime. but beat Mas- 
ter Rastus a hsad at Taunton (3m) or previous start and 6tj better off now 
Frank Byrne: Hatty a mourV to find on latesl 5 lengths 2nd of 7 to Muscal SSng a Ex- 
eter (2rmt nw. good! n December, but yard now r better form 
Connor Madeod: Dt&appobted cm heavy at Uttowsfflr taffiSL but Ostnct chance or 
prevsxe M tenths id to Kings Boy at Doncaster (2m«f nov. good to soft) Cfoen to 
imptwemert and Dunwoody booking looks sgreficant 

Powder Hound-. Ban-jor wsmet met Professor CooL Sonwthng to find on tatesa 3rd 
toKorrys Oatsa: FontwaP (2m2t good to firm) lotomng lay -oil Longer top could help 
Ashgan: improrted for trinfcers when b ea ngBren Out 4 lengths at Huntrgdon |2msf 
maden. good » sotti but betow best since. PossWttes with McCoy booked 
GuflWe Guy: Seemed to need al of 3m when beaten 2 lengths by Berfn Blue m a 
moderate novice at Newbury (good to firm) last time. Improvement e> find 
WHmotrs Fancy: Dear form pick on latest 5 lengths id to Flagstep Therese at New- 
bury Gm5f heap, firmi Favoured by race oondtions. acre on any gong 


Mmmum weipfc lUst True tenScap weights: Odum 9sr Pfi; f&tsdbwn fin 9at 38} 

BETTING: 5-2 Deraydan. 3-1 L 'Opera, 6-1 Ktngsdpwn Trn. 6-1 Can My Guest 7- 1 Better Offer. 8-1 
FahnoMh Bay, 16-1 Dfctura, 20-1 Canton Ventum. 

«98: Spendd 6 ti 8 A Magwre <M tev (D ffcholson) 9 ran 


FORM VERDICT 

Dsraydan finsned ahead of BETTER OFFER at (he Festival last month out tta race 
may wel ate Ihe totter belter and he is preterrHlDkaum represents a stable return- 
ng to form attar a lean spei 


5.10 


GEORGE DULLER NOVICE HURDLE (CLASS D) £5,000 
added 4Y0 2m If Penalty Value £3,485 


1 3EWI NEW BIRD (GEH)W) WIPE CWTO) D Mdtason It C JUntaon 

2 1 ALLGHn - ((ISA) (18) (D) (W E Skrt J OU TI 0 TJUurpDy 

3 3321 MASAMAOAS (19) (D) (Rube Thorougtaeds IV) N Hetasrson ti 6 MAFKzgereM 

4 CQCi STOPWATCH (3) (D) (StopnKh PannirShp) tas L Jewel it 6 A Mapfre 

5 36? EDYYARDA (26) (BF) (R Stanley A Y Reynolds) M Ifoe It 1 —APMcCoy 

6 03621 MOTHERS HELP (54) (BeriofeB CkdiBoal Cimpmres Ltd) D Mffama n 1 

— - NWBtamon 

« 6 I WISH YOU LOVE (95) (The Qimteri P Katas 11 0 . R Dunwoody 

B P SALFORD (?9) (SSvw Cod fcmnsrshp) P wabber n 0 ..J A McCarthy 

-Bttettorwl- 

BETF1NG: 9-< Masemadas. 7-2 Aflgrtt M New Bird, 11-2 Edwarda, 13-2 Mothere Help, 8-1 Stop- 
watch. 16-1 1 Wish You Love. 50-1 Salford 
SB8 Nocarespoikfcigraoe 


FORM VERDICT 

MASADAMAS has every chance on the form of he Newtxiy win last tna aa long 
as the gong does ncrt become soft That comment couM also apply to AUgrit but 
me latter beat a poor bunch last hme and Wtesadamas has more experience over 
hurtles. New Bird and Edwarda are from top stables and must enter cufcxianons 
m an Oitereotng finale. 


Murphy faces ban 


TIMMY MURPHY could face a 
lengthy ban if found to be in 
breach of the latest whip 
guidelines at an inquiry of the 
Jockey Club’s Disciplinary 
Committee this morning. 

Murphy was referred to 
POrtman Square by the Aintree 
stewards over his use of the 
whip on Juyush, pulled up be- 
hind Istabraq in the Aintree 
Hurdle. 

In changes to the whip in- 
structions which took effect on 
l Man* this yeaq any jockey 
found to be in breach of the 
rules in a Grade or Group One 
race is automatically referred 
to the Jockey Club. 

If the Disdplinary Commit- 
tee also find the jockey in 


breach they will suspend him 
for a minimum of 10 days. 

They will also have the flex- 
ibility to choose on which days 
the suspension should appty al- 
thoogh it is anticipated that this 
power will be used only in ex- 
cepttonal dnamstanees. 

Murphy is the first jockey to 
be thus reared to fee stewards 
of the Jockeys Club for use of the 
whip in a Grade One race. 

■ Tajoun repeated his 1998 
success in the Listed Prix Right 
Royal on his reappearance at 
Maisons-Laffitte yesterday Ihe 
Aga Khan stayer’s only defeat 
of last season was inflicted by 
the British pain Arctic CM and 
Grqy &iot, in fee Group Two 
Prix Kergoriay. 




RESULTS 


NEWMARKET 

Gang: Good To Firm 


2.D5: (1m 4f 3yo maiden stakes) 

1. BAMRUMA K Fallon 8-1 


ZAflTta Way. 
3_ Time Zona _ 


JT Quinn 14-1 


_P Botnnaon 11-2 


Mao ran: 15-B far B Mabashwr, 5-1 
Iptadgoalegiance (Kh). KM Court Of Jus- 
tice. C-i Bmutabakf (4ttt), 20-1 War Cab- 
inet (5lti). 25-1 Chatongea. 33-1 Zlarator. 
10 ran. 3 Vi. 4. 37#, 4> a (Winner chestnut 
Nty by Diesis out of Princess Of Mon. 
trained by H Cod at Newmarket tar HRH 
Pmce Fabd Salman). Tote: taBOr E2AQ 
£3DG STL7U DF: E42.KI CSF: ES628 


235. (6f Listed Abement Stakes) 

1. BOLD EDGE Dane O'Heffl S-1 

2L Cretan Gift L Dettori 20-1 

3. Genre T Qubwi 6-1 


Also ran: 9-2 ft lavs Bald Fact. Ibdburrow, 
6-1 HI Magic, w-i Dashng Blue. M-i 
Nanoushka (8th), M-1 Yoride® Boy, 33-1 
Aliens AigtrL Eastern Lynn 50-1 Easy Dol- 
lar (5th). Styfeh Ways (4th). 

13 ran. 4, rrk, 'fc, >/,. sfvhd. (Winner chest- 
nut co# by Oo v Bte tf out of Daring Ditty. 
trained by R Herron at East EverWgh for 
Lady Where and Friends). Tate; CIO 50; 
C350. £35a E2DQ DF- £18400. CSF: 
C16QB4. W: Tipsy Creek. 


aia (71 3ya «e& Group 3 Nel Gwyn Stakes) 

1. VALENTINE WALTZ — L Dettori 7-2 lav 

2. Hawrtyah — .... ,. R HDIs 11-2 


3. Circle or Goto J Fortune 6*1 

Also ran: a-1 Enemy Actton (4th), 7-1 
AUandc Destiny (Slh). 8-1 Nout u-i Amaz- 
ng Dream. Laffosne (8th), 20-1 EJway Star. 
Frappe. 33-1 Ski Lodge. 

11 ran. a v«. \ i J /.. nk. [Winner bey my 
by Be My Guest out oi Save Me The Waltz. 
trained by J Gosden at Newmarket for the 


Kwtoy Maher SyndtasteT. Tote: &L20; E1.70, 
Ofitt E2.10 DF: EWOQ i ' 


. CSF: Dai4. 


3fr0: (7f 3yo hanacap) 

1. BILLY MCCAW 

2. Black Sflk 

3. Calcutta. 


FOLKESTONE 
Qofog: Soft (Good Tb Soft in ptacufl) 
1^45:1. PUSSY GALORE (ADsJy) 8-2; 2. 
Growl God 7-1; X FuD Spate 4-1 10 ran. 
5-2 fa Wars. IV., 'h. ID Bsworth, Wlit- 
combe>. IblK £650; EZ1Q Em Ettt. DF: 
E2290LCSF: E34SG 

2.15: 1. TINKER OSMA8TON (J Savage) 

7- 1 : a, Whatta Madam 14-1 ; 3. Dryad 11 -2 
far, 4. PoBstr Spirit 10-L 15 ton. 1 'b. Z 'h. 
(R Hodges, Somerton). Tote: £880; E32Q 
£450, £190, caoa DF: E4G5Q CSF: E88B7. 
TrfcasC ESJ7B7 

245: 1. EASTERN TRUMPETER (K Dar- 
tey) 5-1; 2 Landtean Lana Tl-Jtav; 3. Wee- 

train 12-1. 12 ran. '/,. */«. (J Bradley. 
Chepstow). Tote: E530; EL70, Clfo. £260 
DF: £13fia CSF: C1S3a NR: GochTm 

3- 20: 1. POLAR BUST (Dean McKeown) 
15-2 2- Indian Bteze 3-1 fa: 3. Days Of 
Graoe H-1 9 ran. 1 V». V*. (Mrs N Macariey. 
Melton Mowbray). Tata: £950: £230 £130 
£550 DF: £12.10 CSF: E24.75 

335: 1. MUKASOL (R Ftrench) 5-1 ; 2. Mr 
Perry 33-1; 3. Swing Along 4-1 10 ran. 
Evens fa Desert Duka Sh-tto. 3Y». (L 
Cumart, Newmariret) Tote: £810; £i90 
£9BO OK) DF: CM450. CSF: 04472. 
4J& 1. WONTCOSTALOTBUT (S Wlkt- 
WDrtii) 6-1; 2-Durtaro 6-1; 3. TUkano 14-1 
12 ran. 4-1 fa Doc Ryanfe (5tti) TF.sWid. 
(M VYfcnson, Banbury) Tbta: £720; ELK) 
£25Q ES7U DF: £3130 CSF: ZA27X Tric- 
asb £46550 NR: POdafr. PWwoptoc, Pri- 
vate Rxture, Shining Dancer: 

4- 55: 1. APRIL STOCK (S Sanders) wens 
fa; 2. Pacaera 7-2; 3. Ravanwood Lady 

8- 1 11 ran. Sh. Vh. (Mbs Gay Ketoway. 
LngfWd) Tbta: £150; £120 £120, £340 DF; 
£250 CSF: E467. NR; Ouickefep 

330: 1. FOXES TAIL (S Orowne] 5-1; 2. 
Sweat Reward «-i; a Zaire &4 fa. 13 ran. 
37r. nk (R Hodges. Somerton). T&te: ER20: 
£370 £300, £110 CF:£2ai CSF: £5807. Tri- 
cast £13940 NR: Bevwr. Burring. 
Placepofc £14050 Ouadpot £9180 
Place S: £20037 Place S: doom. 


b: r : 5 

“ • 
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Beverley 


2.45 


HYPERION 

2.15 Wadi 2.45 Red Charger 3^9 Tom Dou- 
ga\ 3.55 Ibra's Girt 4.25 Vais WMspa 4.55 
Medeiai 5.25 Silver Groom 


GOING: Good to Ffm. STALLS: Inside. 

DRAW ADVANTAGE: High numOerc best up to a mle. 

■ ft^it-hand. gaDopoig course wnh very sntf 5f. 

■Course simVVol town on A103S Beverley station (Hd - Scar- 
borougri kne] Cm ADMISSION: Gkto £14: TattersaBs £9 [OAPs 
£81. S4ver Rvig C3 tOAPs £21. Ccwse £2 (pAPs £160). Picnic area 
£2 or £2 per car. plus £2 per occupant. GAR PARK: Free 

■ LEADING TRAINERS: M Johnston 27-122 (221 S* J Berry 21^ - 1» 
<f75M Mrs M Rovotoy C-80 (BB”*). T Easterby 13-06 

■ LEADING JOCKEYS; KDariey 38- «i 099%!. K Fell on 26- 155 
ri6a°*i J Fortune T7-133 (1 2BVJ. J Canon S-H6 (123%.). 
■FAVOURITES: 208-559 (372%). TONGUE STRAP: Dig For Gold 
(2.15). Kentucky Bullet (2.45): Opulent 1525) 

BUNKERED FIRST TIME: Untold Rtehoa \vbwX 2.45V 
LONG DISTANCE TRAVELLER: Joety Green 0551 Cowboys 
And Angels |425l 8. Coral Reef (4.55) aC sent 256 mfes 


WITHERNSEA HANDICAP (CLASS E) 

£4,000 added 3YO 7f 100yds 

44200- OPEN ARMS (176) Uf5 A Kng 9 7 A Daly P) 14 

0O&5 COLLEGE DEAN f9) J J ONefl 9 6 . PGcoda(5)fi 

£5Si KENTUCKY BULLET (1^ (IQ M Johnson 9 3 J hiring 4 

3tl urtl£M«lN(15)(mJaiS!ia92. _ JWurnlE 

406-16 PWEWAY (18) (D) A Bafoy 9 2 . . .AMacfcay8 

004-4 ZULAL (USA) (13) (Bf) E Ckricp 92 -..KDariaylS 

016- BIG AL (270) 0 Fafwy ? 2 -P Huwgsn TO W 

0C0- UNTOLD RICHES (USA) (197) J Gosden 9i. . . GHnd7V 
42CK)3 DUETTO (IflEAGCT 90 _ . - . ACulfi»ie3 

23001- M0NTACUET1GG (191) NTrtJsr JC-. - GDuBtekJII 

30206- LUCY MAfflELLA (17« G A SuSer 8 5 JFEganB 

QHV2 fTS OUR SECRET (9) M fai7*m3 0 ti ... S Drome 2 
txm SPRINGS NOBtEOUSTBajTEaarayS it lOamock 9 

ttHX) RH> CHARGER (W) (D) DJfcnofaa U F Norton 13 

D30M BUTTERSCOTCH (13) J L Eyre 9 9 RLappinl 

OBW-O SHARP LWE (9) M Ryan 86 P McCabe 10 

-l6d«Sared- 

BETTING: 9-2 little Amin. 6-1 ZuW.7-1 Kentodcy Bullet. B-1 Prideeay. 
Monte B™ Tigg. KM Untold Rlcbea. ffs Our Secret 12-1 ottteif 


O eel HUTTON GRANSW1CK MAIDEN AUC- 
I TTON STAKES (E) piV I) E3.500 2YO 5f 

C LoaffMi 2 


GOMC HOME JL Eyre B C 

3 GAM TIME (181 T D Baron B 9 

3 KHD EMPEROR (IB) M Potass 8 9.. 

THQfWCUFFRJX JQora 09 

03 HEATHVARDS LAD (11) R HcBretaid 6 6 

JOSY CTEEN IV G M Tuner 86 

LABRETT B Ueetan 86 

BESTEVBt M W Ejaartiyfl 3 

JAMESTOWN CSrwh 6 3 

CLEVER GBtLTEasierby B i 

2 TARA'S GfflL (H) J J Outi 8 1 

APRIL'S COMAIT f*ss J Craae 7 C 
0 OURS FOR UFE (7) ftenHiombSanTB ... 

- 13 (teetered - 

BETTING: >-1 HeathysTOi Lad, M KU Btewor; 6-1 Gibi Rma, 7-1 Otew 
GW. 8-1 Tire's GW. IM Onre For Ufa. IM LabretL 14-1 ottiers 


4 ect BRIDUNGTON BAY HANDICAP (E) 
1 £3,750 added 3YO 1m 4f 


0 Paws 7 
.VHa8Way4 
SD VOtere 12 
. A CutaneS 
A Nlcfrib (5)9 
.W j Q'Cannor 3 
GPBrkkil 
P Fewey Id 
.. LChsmodrH 
DMemegfa IS) 5 
■TWHtaUsfi 
.. .AMactayu 


Off&l COMPTON A1MCA (14) G A BuOar 9 7 -.JFEganl 

06CG8 FLY LIKE A BIRD (14) S Woods 9 1 . G DirfMd 9 

04306- SCOOP (183) SKettaelB 13 JCaroSIQ 

OOM SADDLERS' GLORY (14) C Ffrfursi B if .1 Grenlhem (7) 11 


J Weaver a 
..KDrieyS 
.JtPafr(3J3V 
. . J McAnley (7) Z 
— TWHSams7 
. . N CartalB 12 
-P M teuton (7) 4 
JS FB jj Itfor G 


2.15 


SCARBOROUGH SEUING STAKES 

(CLASS G) £2,500 added im 1 00yds 


P Good* (6)3 

FLyncfi 15 

. . .RliopbiU 
. .GDuffWdB 
R Wmstm (9) 14 
N0W7B 


-iSE AMMYM(13)(t3)GUK»te7912. 

0-30CO BATSMAN (14) M Dods 53 0 . . 

Dsssrr cat uti9)M wans aac 

«060 UETROlT CfTY (14) (O 5FMwH49 B. 

50-004 CENUINEJOHN (13) (D)J Parts; 69 0. 

iS343 MR ROUGH ^80) (D1 D«5rm?9C 

60S63- NOBBY BARNES (IBB) (D) Ekicea S59 t 2.. . Mm TMdac 2 
WH6Q PINEFaD(XLADfa)(CtqjLHaiTs99C.RFazPairtck(9l7 

OCtHD U-NO-fWRRY pE) fi hfcfinsfiead 6 9 G .DSwenayd 

WM3 WABHi^ G Ltcaon 9 13 ... JWea«rl3 

KKX> FRECKLES {J9)Mfiyai4i 7 PlfoObelO 

WCOfl THE WLD WIDOW (1^ Mss 5 WRm 5 97 .JfCa«an(S)5 
a DIG FOR COLD U40) fl WriCttass eS6 .... G Parian 16 
•A 00-EB EASTLEIGH CQ (D) RHetahBafl t) 9 6 . ..ACUtaooB 

6 ■> RUSSIAN ROUS (ITT) «3nttan4g I D Uanwgti ® 6 

» MCOB TOtvwU6CEECEE{nGWbaditeto4 9l.SD1Ynafli8l1 

r £0 TIP THE BALANCE (317) jPartes3 50 F Norton 

- 17 dadared - 

BETTING: S-1 WM, 6-t Tlw WM Wktow, 7-1 Airanym. Gerufos John. 
10-1 Desort Cal, DotrOfl City, Mr Rougb, Fraddes. 12-1 others 


FORM VERDICT 

A typfcafly tough earty-ceason 3yo contest complicated by 
ground and *aw UNTOLD RICHES starred prom&e on her 
second jurente start snavwth her stafcfo to good fam looks 
a Briy type now mat srw a hantSwocsng n a vtscr. Kon- 
tueky Bullet, n ttont at PridcwBy and Rod Ctarger at Dan- 
caster last month. « proprasfog wefl and « feared, along wnh 
If s Our Sacral who shaped we£ against a aeWrantfeapped. 
puaMorm rival at Nottingham nne days ago 


FORM VERDICT 

LABRETT. who has pterty of speed n he petlgree and comas 
from a Stable whese youngsters are eteerfy ml forward, is 
suggested despite reservations about hfc draw Tara's Girt, 
who holds Haathyarda Lad or Haydock nrring, is the form 
pick and should refch this track, buf her mere wC be known 
to oonrsdions ol rwwcomer Oever Girt, who trained iwcorv 
queror Ppadash 


4.25 


HUTTON CRANSW1CK MAIDEN AUC- 
TION STAKES (E) piV II) £3,500 2YO 5f 


402& MEDELAI (165) J Betted 8 9. . . 

leap- SHOP WINDOW (177) T Eastorby 8 9 . 

3&5KJ CORAL RES 1 p)WGV! Tiro B 2 . 

4i3(MO DtSPOL TRUMP (71 P Cata 7 G . . 

30560- HWEKWY (193) W Storey 7 11 

««0- BOLD FELJCtTER (196) D Motet 7 TO 
" 000- GILU WEET (158) R hrikrehead T JO . 

C ODD- WIIStENTS HBi p74J B Miray 7 u 
-ntakml- 

Knmtm 7a ttW. True wogfte. GBy Weef 7a 5b. Psmienne HUtstS/b. 

BETTING: 9-4 Compton Arnica. M Ry Ute A BU. Medefaf, 11-2 Corat 

B»f, M Shop Wndow. 12-1 Scoop. IM Dlape) Trump, an ediere 

FORM VERDICT 

M«foie-<iaijnce handfcapa tar ttew-yeor-olds are a bW ol a 
jewing game tw puntere at the stage of trie seaam, with 
so many runners open to conskterabte mpro vei ne m fora say 
up r top Tra Eaafirtiy won a smiar event with Rum Port- 
er at Catterk* recertty. and snee SHOP WINDOW ran her 
ratrs fir® frne rtot last year and she^, bred to slay, she 
gets the wfo. Compton Arnica and Medela) are other* worm 
constoereig 


3.20 


LECONFIELD CLASSIFIED STAKES 
(CLASS C) £9,000 added 7f 100yds 


FORM VERDICT 

WADI has evidently had his problems but has the form to wn 
n the company and should be suited by tftstfcopn trip. The 
WBd Widow e a danger if barii n her best but she has not 
shown much on her fat two starts. Genuine John k tandod 
to reverse this month a Mussetourgh form with Anonym on 
the rewsed terms and holda a decern eatfvway chanca 


52U4- &UNGEVlliE(USA}(17g)(pj IEaldng4 95SWMtMrth2 

3OJ0- MUNDQRWQ(tQ5) jRzGs^d436 GDdffitHA 

00005/ GENERAL ACADEMY (J86) M',VEasaty692 GPMdnS 
LATALDUNE (USA) (25S) B Efccd £ 9 2.._ . J? Wbsfort p) 5 

COXW TOBD0UGftM18)CSmmi4 93 .. ...JFE5 «i7 

063M YULARAp)(D)SMe«rai48C — .WNOCoranrl 

S341-0 WEB ITWE5 (USA) (11) T Eaflatay 3 BS-— .Kftrty3 

W- SERPENTINE (204) (D) JFarsra»385 OUfUmO 

-fl declared - 

BETDWS: S3 Grangevflte, S3 Setneidiw. 11-3 Uundc Ram. Si thm 
Oougal. Yutare, 7-1 ftrtr Tiroes. tW Lsalorene, Ganenfl Academy 

FORM VERDICT 

More often than not a pays w sale with a proven hencficap- 
per «nho type of went, ana TOM OOUGAL gets the voa 
on that bass. He wtji hfe rtw and fourth starts laa year, both 
haigh handepk so ne dearty comes to hand eany. and he 
shoud be cherry fpe afa a fa n*i h tfw Uicon. Grangorifo 

£ much taared. tai he ireghi mst need ths to put twn riqht 
tor bigger targets cwraig up 


1 VALBdlNB VISION N Lftmotoi 8 G-. TGHcLaugMInS 

2 5 JfflSENSTALE(J)ttsAKfig89 _ . ..-AMy(3}13 

3 D XBfOS (H) M Chanrer 8 9 AMacfc»y12 

4 3 COWBOYS AND ANGBS (14) WGM Tto 06 -JFEganB 

5 SAMMEDUROSERrahsySfi R Mnnoo (3) 8 

6 4 VALSWWSRA(15SKerte«l06 JCanolll 

7 5 HAPPYTflylES(15JMWEaawtjy83...... Tlaasl 

B tNTKENtCXJ Berry 83 . . . KOarfayS 

9 BOMBaJJNA JEustraB l - JW#4 

O 03 DESERT SAFAnfl^EAtson 81. .. - JIHwny? 

11 S DIAMOND ISLE (13) MBntt3h7'C J) Mwingh (3) 2 

12 6 LADY TBXY (13) M Vttme 7 12 .LChm*±3 

O D SWST HAVEN (f 1) M heasnffis 7 C .JWUBfllSIO 

-13flBd«d- 

BETTlNG: 74 Xenoa, B-T Jenans Tata, Ws WApa. Decwi SabrL 7-1 
In The Mek, 8-1 CoMMye And Angels. 12-1 Sana Haven, 16-1 atari 


5.25 


HORNSEA HANDICAP (CUSS D) 

£5,250 added 1 m 2 f 


FORM VERDICT 

Mck Chanrwn^ juvenlea nave Been r good form arid Xenoe. 
wto baked n need of the run 4 Haydodk on hb debut when 
n trow of Sweet Haven, could nasty leave that form a long 
way betend. Desert Safari s going the rght way and anoth- 
er to consroer buf s*sfir prefwerwe * for COWBOYS AND 
ANGELS, who showed plenty of pomee when beaten only 
just over a length at Fofcesone on ha debut. 


2WW TOT9I DANCER (S) JL Eyre 8 DO CUmVmm 

303/ EMPIRE RAW (613) TSaskrtv 408 . .. KDarlev? 

OtWM NKHTFUfER (27)31*4 87. M Kerry 6 

OMW TOPJaW(D)MRy3nS97B8«... . .PMcCabeB 

3J056- KNIGHT (16^ (D) MWEastotiy 596 ..TL«aa4 
WO HARSKE MACHINE (158) (CD) N Trtfci 4 S 1 G Driffield 2 B 

«M K0NflER[7)(D)GUU»e4 8« FLyiws 

|}550C OPULENT (16) (Q Ms M Rowfey B 8 9 J Weaver 10 

oaoos- 5BY0T GROOM (114) (D) M Charmon 9 7 Q .... AMockaya 

-5640 YWC&fT(37) JL Hans 4 7 10 AlfldWIgfSjg 

-lOdecfad- 
AArtoun vnrghL ,*3 Idttr fn* harettap ewri Yncenf TaOb 
BErnNG: 9-4 fop Jorn. 5-1 SHrar Groom. <M Konker. 7-1 Totem Duncw 
6-1 WgM Ryw; J08I KnighL 10-1 Marske Machfen. 12-1 others 


FORM VERDICT 

Mck Ryan does wel with harnficappere once they tut kvm 
and TOP JEM has an otanous chance on her recent wins 
The forecast {pound woddta faster than she prefers, buista 
does hande it and lha opposition make United appoal 
Konkor arid go wel. wh#e Marsko Machine and Opulant 
are odtera with chances. 


4. Gauntlet 


-K Fatten 10-1 
—G Hind IB-1 
.M HJOs 13-2 


-Fat Eddery 10-1 


Also ran: 8-2 tav Franco Mna. S-i Ratal- 
iator. M-i Bod tan Quarry (6tti). Cofonel 
Mustard, tougn Guv (5th\. ifi-1 Maple. 
20-1 Adelphi Boy. Ceamir. Hadtefoh. 25-1 
Btoe Star. Champagne Fbder, Red Defirium, 
Route Sixty Six, 33-1 Santandre. Victorious 
I® ran. 17«. 27:. IV*. 17*. nk. (Winner bay 
coll by ffisto out ol Thakhayr. traneo by 
P Cote at Whatcom&e ter Loro Ltoyd-web- 
ti«). Tew. ElVDO; £220. £280. £22*^ 

OF: £16620. CSF: £12130 Tricaec £81970 
NR: Tomoe Gazeri 


4.15 (61 3yo maiden stakes) 

1. UONHEARTHD „LDfitforl8.1 

2. Sartorial D Hoffaid 11-1 


3. Heroic Blue Pat Eddery 5-4 tav 

Alan ran: n-2 isttotaj («h). 13-2 Flan Rain 
Go Away. 7-1 Susan's Pnde 12-1 t^lerfront 
(5th). 16-1 Craggy Mountain. Dalaauna 
(6th). 33-1 Royal ArtHL 60-1 Ameer Brown. 
11 ran. V.. 3. 7.-. 5. 1 (Winner Day con by 
Geest out or Quiche, trained by J Gosden 
at Newmariret for Shaikh MohammedL 
Tote: £770: C2.W E25C Cm DF. ESS01 
CSF: CKJ3L22. 


4^5: (7/ 3yo stakesj 

1. BAHAMIAN BANDIT K Fallon 3-1 

2. Worid Alert J Fortune 12-1 

3. Intfmaa R Hflte 10-1 


Also ran: evens fa Eft nek (4Ui). 5.1 
Sportng Lad (Stfi). "lfi-l Shaoaa(eBi),»- 
1 Rouge Bote 

7 ran. 1 Vr, 1 ■/-. 7r. \ t (Winner bay cah by 
Fust Trump out al Sound Of The See. 
trained by R Hannon at East Everiagh for 
the Lucayan Stud). Tbte mn C350: plaas 
£230 £4 (XL DF. £2450 CSF: £3547. 


EXETER 
Going; Good To Soft 

2L2S: 1. ATLANTIC MIST (T CfComor) S-1; 
Z Keep Me In Mind 20-i; 3. MurTa/a Mil- 
lion 13-2 14 ran. 6-1 fa Northern Drums. 
7, 2 (B R MBman). Ttoto; £950: £220 £550, 
E220 DF: EWWa CSF: £16355. Trlcast 
ELM16Q 

ZS5: 1. KENTISH BARD (C Llewelyn) 3-1 
fa 2- Crookedatone 9- 1 ; 3. Primlttve Star 
10-L 18 ran. 3. B. (N Gaselee). Tbte: £390: 
£180. E2£a £270 DF: E2flSQ CSF: £2072. 
3J0: 1. NORMABANGE |S Burreu^i) 12-1; 
2 Am Wealds 4-f: 3. Mr Ptayfutt 14-L 10 
ran. fa Native Charm (4th). fifc, 4. tP 
R0^aWK£2LB0: E3BQ E19Q CL8Q DF: 
£33.70. CSF: ES&84. Trlcast E62B2& 

4.W: L NOfflJLNDIC (R tflfidge,) 2-i fa 

2- JOYRojr 0-1; 3. Batty Lira 14-t 13 

Efin 5**»V ^te«290: CW0,C«M. 
E34Q DF; £2140. CSF: £2216. TricasL 
^438. NR: Fancy Nancy, The Cairpdon- 

PgSTjW Y (Sophie 

WWJM) 13-2:2 Sunnse Special 6-1: 3. Dnr- 

80^ Supreme Genotm. A l (C kfitehelt. 

MSa ^E2M. CS.7Q.DF: E34SQ 
CSF. KL5& Tncast E555.1S. 
iOS: 1. UMD OF THE FUES (M Batriw- 
for) l4- i;a. jB | b 3 - t fey- 3 . pafcofl podge 

18 7*. I’A. (fifes 

H Knght), Thte: £24.70; £390, CliO. £ 77Q 

284X1 '=***&£ tS 

1. KHIY5 CONQUEST (A Bates) 7-2; 
rar? Kflrt,y ^ ^ 18 

Pfa^pct J 2 JE 2 Q Ouadpofc 
Ptafih 8: 459ft7a. place 6: EBS5S 


Syrs- . - -'•» 'ie 




-■ -«c<i 


?C5 




550. (Im a 3yo marten stakes) 

l - !£S JAN 0 Ho,tand i6-i 

2. WBBmmtalurepeare — — IM HDta 7-1 
3- Storm HU -ww m— woifej Fortune 94 


Also ran: 7-4 fa Aesops (4th). 15-2 Easy 
To Love (50l), 12-1 Taharak. M-i Dveri 

Deil, Enflkaa, fo-i Sir Legend. Sun Hat 2S- 

1 Mixed Currency 33-1 Oosvenar Flyer. 
Kttockhoft (6th\. Matts, ZSwaia 
19 ran. ■/-. rtd. L 17.. 1 (Wvwer buy colt 
by Tenby out of Mivna, trained by L 

Cianare al Newmariret for H H Ana Khani 
I* 40 : ESBQ £2(JQ SlSQ DF: ETOSQ 


Hat won; C3SS42.V3 earned for- 

ward ro Newmarta today. 

Piacopoi: £28630 Ouadpot: £1420 
PttM 6: £30727. Place Si E96E2. 
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FOR those expecting dement 
conditions here on the July 
Course yesterday there was a 
rude shock. All 33 of New- 
maket's racedays this year will 
take place at the summer 
course as the Rowley Mile 
venue's grandstand is rebuilt in 
time for the millennium Guin- 
eas. This should have been 
good news, a move from the 
whistling winds on the open 
grassland to the lower-lying, 
wooded haven. The fixtures, 
however, are not the only ele- 
ment to have been sent down 
the hill. Yesterday's weather 
was borrowed from the old 
place, the sort of conditions in 
which car manufacturers test 
the aerodynamics of their new 
models. 

There were none of the cus- 
tomary thunderflies in the air, 
rather the noise from crows 
nesting in the paddock-side 
trees. The sky was the colour 
of a miner's bath. There was 
nothing July about this setting 
beyond name. 

It was into this unwelcome 
environment that 11 fillies were 
sent out for the first meaning- 
ful Classic trial of the season, 
the Nell Gwyn Stakes. Having 
spent the last six months look- 
ing at great beasts of the Na- 
tional Hunt field it was rather 
odd to see these delicate orna- 
ments brought before us. They 
were preposterously leggy, the 


Newmarket 


1.35 Whispering Wind 
2.05 Salty Jack 

2.35 Handsome Ridge 
3.10 Undeterred 


HYPERION 

3.45 Wave Of Optimism 
4.15 Musical Treat 

4.45 Indeedydo 
5.20 Cloudy Sky 
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GOING: Good 
STALLS: Stands side. 

DRAW ADVANTAGE- Low numbers probably best up to im. 

■ Right-hand course with Im straght (July course! 

■ Course is SW at town an A 004 Bus fink from Cambridge and Newmarket railway 
stations. ADMISSION: Club enclosure 06 (haft- price TS-S-jBar-oldsj; Grandstand 5 
Paddock enctosure ETl [16- 25- year-olds S QAPs, E6|; Fantfy endosue Q CAR PANIC: 
Free: 

FIVE-YEAR RECORD 

■ LEADING TRAINERS: H Cecil 24-95 (253%), J Goaden 21-118 J Dunlap Zi- 
120 1175%). L Cumenl T7-T18 (W.7%). 

■ LEADING JOCKEYS: Pat Eddery 35-173 (2Q&), L Dettori 33-181 (205%), R Him 
26-106 (245%). K Felton 20-78 (253%) 

■ FAVOURITES: 188 wns from 507 rases (success rate 367%J 

TONGUE STRAP; TlmMeweed Ridge &DBI: Howni (235): Gold Angel H-B) 
BLINKERED FIRST TIME: Glory Of Growwior (34^ 

14 nr I WOOD D1TT0N STAKES (CLASS D) (DIV I) £7,000 added 
I l”?l 3Y0 im Penalty Value £5,020 

1 CAPTAIN BUGH (M labor & Us Jcftn Uagmer} S* M Sn* 9 0 SSndemtt 

2 UGH HOVLAND IJ P Hadman) R Hannon 9 0. hkjghe* 1 

3 KE2 (Dents Yaidy)SWtoads 90 -.DmeOYWia 

4 KUWAIT BIRD (Gmenlield Stud) KVbtid 90.. J Quinn 6 

5 MANNQAfl (HHAga Khan) L CUnm 90 — — J Fortune 4 

8 BUWStDEfrheRavsriePartwshp) Wtta-90 -Jtarth Dwyer 3 

7 SWAN KMQHT (USA) (Stiekh Utatanmed) J Gowlen 9 0 . .LDWSnrIS 

6 WHtSPEMNC WIND (Uakeun Ai Mattcuni E Dutep B D_ TQutanS 

9 WHO CAFSS WMS (KMia Ossm^ C Buon B 0 —P Robheon 7 

0 FORTUNE COOKIE (D 3t Jcbn Cofier & Us S Cdfeo J Fenshm S 9..R Caehnne 11 

It MSHOR (WsJ A Prescott) WJtova 98 _.MTebbu«8 

n QUIET DtGNTTY{WJGrectey] 3 J-fiEs B 9 HWslO 

-IZdedered- 

BETT1NG:3-1 Swan KnlgW. 4-1 Quet DignSy, 941 WNepering Wind, 134 Cepteh BOgiv Manratm 
9-1 Kuwah Hrd, 14-t Who Cans Whs, IB-1 Fortana CooWe, Ulahot; 18-1 others 
S98. The Sandfly B 9 U fflb 3>-l (H Hfc) drawn (20) B ran 
FORM VERDICT 

Several d these an bred «i the purple but the big-race entries of SWAN KNIGKT. 
coupled with John Gosderfa mend tn ihs wem. sugQest he should go wee today. 
Captain Bflgh and Mtnndtr mala plenty ot appeal on pccSgree. too. wt* Whis- 
pering Wind comes from a yard whose 3yc& are in fine ton* 

foTncl GRANTCHESTER RATED HANDICAP (CLASS B) TggM 
* |UJ I £14,000 added 7f Pena tty value £8,595 mrnmm 

RATINGS 

\ 3144-4 KUNA1T (USA) (9) (kfclktarn AJ kbkttum) E Chricp 597 R«a4105 

2 DOOM- TU»«Siremi«X!E(W!8(a>)(li*itte«edRar«^^ 

— MteKWHBfOS 

3 MM2- STANOTT C2821 (D1 CSoxlena flertaai) L Durani •) 9 6 ._ -L Dettori 5 fOS 

4 00000- DAUNTING LADY(207)(D) g NageFCndnan) R Hrencn 4 9 2 — _R Hughei IB 1HJ 

5 G20-2 STANNYS PET P) P) (Ms Daise ItsgU AibiS P CUB 5 9 2 dO*teBU(20 H» 

6 316-30 ASTRAC (f$ (D) (T L Beectch) D MrixAs 8 9 1 — — ^teGrewwSJIB 

7 /D232- AL MJALLJN (1 W PH tAi lAjefrn Psrtpj J W Payee 590 — A Mefflone 2 108 

B 00265 RETURN OF AIBN (148) (Q) (SheMl Arm MttulJ Bethel 58 O. _ TQuhail HO 

9 moo- QAYUGHT IN DUBAI (USA) (184) (P Late) D Mct»* 5 8 D — KFMonSTrt} 

C 00200- B4BK3NG MARKET (200) (P Wreuffeon) J DlrtOP 7 8 D PH Eddery 16 TO 

11 35043- HARMONIC VIXY (194) P) (MreAJOmbq RChartnn489 .TSpotoSm 

0 23512- FREE OPTION (202) p)(Bfl (Ahmed AIJBtetury 4 88 WRyenlTW 

T3 20010- EPSOM CVClDIE (USA) (IBS) (Satem Bel OCattU B HBs 4 8 6 - UHUt19NH 

14 23110- SALTY JACK (171) (D) Sfaacns fteeng) V Soane 5 85 - R Cochrane 12 109 

TS 30000- OMAHA CITY pOO) (D) <B Gitby LH) B GiCby5B4 J Quinn 11 1T2 

* 0020- N0EXTRAS(179)(CD)(KHgscr4GLMcxre9B4 RWHsod(7)15 96 

17 40060- SHOWBOAT (179) (D) (R 0 3 Hte 5 8 4 N Potard (3) 10TQ5 

E 00080 TS£RA1IE (USA) (M) (PU Mooney) Rhgam 4 84 -A Clark 6 89 

E 000-00 TBnHBIfta(CO)|U5LkBsrtNL4tmoden7B4. — . M Fenton 13 86 

20 1300 DUSHANBE (IflMOKC C HartijanJ N CSla^tan 4 8 4 JLuwe7JW 

-20dectared- 

/MVWTiurn iioigitc- 04 ■«>. 7rue f*2Lndfcau wgrtCL- Wo £jd»a5 asr 3to. Sbowtwa7 8a 2*J. -ftenoraira «S7 Tfi>. 
terbum 7M fib. Dushanbe 7sf 11b 

BETT1NQ: 8-1 DayOgM In DubaL Stentte, 9-1 Har monic Way, TO-1 AJ Ifcnffim. Return Of Amin. 
Softy j act, 11-1 Epsom Cyclone, Showboat, 14-1 Emeiglng Marital, Free Opftm. Kuraaft. 18-1 
DaimHng Lady, TtenNewwd K^je,2S-1 No Earn*, 33-1 other* 

D98 l untio ii t-nd HBge 5 9 3 M ’fetterc 14-1 (B I toahan ) drawn (6!) N ran 

FORM GUIDE 

Kutnale Wbn a condOons slalees a ’TOrmoulh (Bt. good) In September end earner very 
good second heir (71 firm) n Bunixry Cup. Not cjuteal besi ED Jar on soft suriacs, 
but woftd h3M a fine diaries H goinQ drwd out UsuMy a front runner 
Tumbtowsod Ridge: Has aone baSy off trio boi in each cf lastvre st-^are. Ixn siarf- 
ed tie 1998 season with wins In Ararat* (41b higher nxfety) and Irish Grwjp a Acte an 
asoftariace 

aanott Ubn FUcestone maiden (7t aofl) and isted race at Rome (Inx good to firm) 
as 3yn Fourth over vn2f a Doncaster prompts wonies about the drop back to 7 fur- 
longs here 

Daunting Lady: Wbn die the Fled Dating Stakes at Newtouy (731 soft) 12 months 
ago Comparable form fci 1JD00 Guineas and Coronation Stakes. Disappointing after- 
wards Statte struck farm at N e wmarket yesterday 

Granny's Pat Oiancss on pick (A hfc form, but frequently foftws good rut with a 
poor ate Nock second » tt&rtngtord at Vterwiclt (7t good ® soltj. Deserttedyw- 
arday by hstraner as a doubtfii runner thb aft ernoon 
Aatrac Useful £?iflra farm (unprawm at 71J on soft surlaca but has seldom prodeed 
Hover last two seasons. Below fam Db farm on fiN and fti KamptoncondUffis States 
From a shrewd yard 

A) MuaTnu Upped 4lb m ms handfaap raengs attar seres of good efforts at 7f laet 
wm, rtdudrtfi frrd of a to WXn Vtean 'm e '30D00 hartScap al Ascca. Twee good 
s e cond on good to soft 

Return Of Atnim faYsrewd pflrtwmer last season, wrning at Pontefraci (Gt sofijmd 
good second in Ihree handcaps afterwards, riduding w Sally Jack over 7f hefe 
DayfiaM hi Dubai: Has faced in Brrtaia USA and Ffanta in last-named last season 
wiryfrig a rrkna corded far &iqu««te Head but makriglttieSiipoaaharYRinte Bookak- 
ers haw pncedtnsono UP tjUB short nmornfag fists 

E merg J ngMerirefcAEgooda7fasa txrt aegonasound &urtac»- ibhtfwrthan 

when V--tength second of 22 to Cadeaux Cher m the Gm« a \Wfrtd a ftpon 
Harmonic WSy: Rather highly string but mostly ran wb* last term at 8VM ncHwg 
r Burbury Ctfa and Stewards' Cup Cfasa third to Salty Jack fuwi stea Act; on soil 
going Stdtteym To firelMB season ^ 

FYao Option: Aluch mprwed last autumn, winniig a 2CW«r race at Nawbaypa 

good) h good ayte befara finishing a good secorfa (4b fegher now) owr tn2f al Pen- 

tsfrad 

Epaore Cydona: Far sprint farm, 3b Ngfwr hare than whan wfaNnfl at SafatMy (a 
soff) In September by 'frlangth. Ran poorly final 6 Cbi Brad to stay 7 firings first try 
today. Acts well on soft grand 
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By Rica\RD Edmondson 

at Nev.Tnarket 

sort of young tilings that do not 
get out of bed in the morning for 
less than £10,000. 

Among these pretty little 
things Circle Of Gold. EDway 
Star and Valentine Waltz were 
conspicuously diminutive, the 
sort of things you mighL gel out 
of a cracker. For two of them at 
least, appearances proved de- 
ceptive. 

Hawriyah. Ski Lodge and 
Amazing Dream were line 

RICHARD EDMONDSON 
Nap: Haami 
(Newmarket 2.35) 

NB: Epsom Cyclone 
(Newmarket 2.05) 

abreast for the first half of this 
contest, but it was Enemy Ac- 
tion, looking like Sooty with 
measles in the Cliveden Stud 
colours, who looked the dan- 
gerous stalker two furlongs 
out Then, though, the green- 
and- white -striped livery of 
Frankie Dettori on Valentine 
Waltz squeezed along the rail 
and the contest was over. John 
Gosden’s filly was three lengths 
dear at the line. Hawriyah was 
second, Cirde Of Gold a fast-fin- 
ishing third and Enemy Actio a 
her stamina stretched, weak- 
ened to finish fourth. 


The mighty cohorts of 
Godoiphin and Aldan O’Brien's 
Irish operation have yet to toss 
forward their great hopes, but 
now the home guard has start- 
ed to assemble. From a morn- 
ing 50-1, Valentine Waltz is 
down to 16-1. “She's improved 
and she's worked well this year, 
a lot more enthusiastic than she 
was last season," Gosden said. 
“1 think shell get a mile and she 
deserves to go straight to the 
Guineas. She'll be a better filly 
on faster ground." 

The doomsters have been 
preparing a shroud for Stanley 
House for some time now fol- 
lowing Sheikh Mohammed's 
decision to concentrate re- 
sources on Godoiphin and thus 
deny Gosden some of their 
prime bloodstock. The trainer's 
response has been quick and 
successful "WeVe got about 25 
horses that are going really 
well doing easy work on the bri- 
dle," he said. “And when they 
come right like they have done 
it's great. 

"At this time last year the 
horses looked very well but 
they all ran flat so we're taking 
advantage of this. Long may it 
continue." 

It appears the filly may be 
ridden here on Classic day by 
Dettori, as Godoiphin commit- 
ments that weekend at the 
Kentucky Derby are likely to be 
filled by American jockeys. The 
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Italian expects a decent effort 
“Any filly that wins a trial by 
three lengths has to be a live 
candidate," he said, “f think 
she'll run a big race." 

We will see more of Frankie 
Dettori this season as he tries 
to erase the memory of a bad 
campaign numerically and in- 


dividually in a single, ghastly 
night at the Breeders’ Cup. 
“Last year I was trying to look 
after myself perhaps too 
much." he said “I was trying to 
avoid getting suspended or in- 
jured but at the end of the day. 
that's really not my style. I felt 
1 had a lot more to give at the 


Salty Jack: Wan lour (nws over Has distance last season, corrang from «el behind 
In handcaps on the last throe occasions and beating Return Of Arran '/: length here 
(good) »i the final one 

Omaha City: Weft hanfreapped. 4fa lower n the hanifrcap ratru^ than when dose 
fourth ri the Buibuy Cup. bui hard to each nghl and teofi some time to find he form 
each a< test three seasons 

No Extras: ito higher than when wivang hare {7t good) last June Mostly weS below 
form second half al test season Lisualy needs he reappearance outong Acts on soft 
Showboat: Ran weft n some lag 71 hantfeaps tesi simmer, looking iw-C beared now 
on 7b lower than ha dose sixth in the Bunburv Cup Below form last lour starts, bui 
has oontsud competitive handcaps and carrot be ruled out 
■femora Ire; Won a marten and classified stakes over im (good to firm) last sunmer. 
setting pace, for Amanda Barrett Below farm ths season on AW and n the uncote 
Terthnn: 7b out ol handcap and stiff task on term of last two seasons, but occa- 
stonaly exceeded expectations last term (won twice). Eighth n the Lrccfri at Don 
castor last tkne 

Dushanbe: Had only three runs (fti less than 2 months) tor Luca Cumara last sum- 
mer. winning Bevwfey marten (71 good 10 soft). 50-1, 18th of 34 in the Uncotn 
VERDICT The racmg here yesterday hnted strongly that an abity K> hanefc soft 
Epnundand race ip the far sale amid prove Important The horse who bast tits the 
profite is RETURN OF AMIN, ndden by AxXiard Quinn who camol be bartered for his 
lacteal astuteness. AJ Uuafflm has good form on good to soft whte several nur- 
anlng ctxrtEnders with a l«gh eftaw to eweroome ncUte ^96 Fred Daring wnner Dount- 
ing Lady, TUmtotawoed Rkiga. Epsom Cyclone and the progressive Safty Jack 


WEATHERBYS EARL OF SEFTON STAKES 
i (Group 3) (A) £35,000 Im 110yds Penally 
Value £22,436 


1 4010- HANDSOME RH1GE (122) (D) (Ran Prarencns) J Gcsden 5 6 O . .1 Detton 10 72t 

2 30W- ALSOOSTAN p60) (D) (BF) (Kmrfan AJ Makloirnl B Hb 4 B D . MHHa2 110 

3 3Q0-U DOWER HOUSE (9) (D) (LoTO Howard de Waktonj W Jarvo 4 8 0.. . W Ryan 5 JOT 

4 63303- DUCK ROW (187) (D) (BF) (Dliw of Dewrehre) J Tofcf 4 8 0 SSandareS TIS 

5 53446- GREBJ CARD (USA) (16^ (0) (P K L Chu) S Wtoods 5 B ti . (bt Eddery 9 110 

6 50321- HAAMI (USA) (180) (C) (Hamdan AJ kbkurn) J Dinbp 4 B D ,RHBa3 M7 

7 B3M- LEAH SPEAR (USA) (180) (0) (R Toothl D Elswonfi 4 8 10 TQUnn 4 no 

8 0«-I WHITE HEART (20) (IR (Jfektxxn A1 Mat-touni MJ0h<s(0n4 8t) D Hofantl 7 B 176 

9 2-5604 DIAMOND WHDE (9) (C) (P P Scon) M Ryan J B 7 - . . RPnca61Q» 

* 1- SHIVA (JPN) (31^) Fariyl H Cea 4 87 KFdonl'.e; 

- 10 dectmed - 

BETTING: 7-S HamL Hamifome RWge. WNte Heart, 11-2 Shiva, 8- 1 Duck Row, in Alboostan, 

12-1 Lear Spats; 14-1 Green Card, 33-1 Dower House, 40-1 Diamond wtiba 

S98. Appreherexn 4 8 1) D Hofend %-i ID Lodei(FR)) aawr (I) 7 ran 

FORM GUIDE 

Handsome FUdge: Holds a very good chance on hs wns in Group 3 events (»n. soft 
surlaoe) at Doncaster (by 2 lengths from Pmcety Heel n September and Sami Oc-ud 
In November 

Al boosts rr Neck second to Border Arrow here ©f. sofn 12 months ago bui lame vi 
LmgfiBU Derby TtaL (?/« lengths tourth to Wenet Ftamaocs n »n2t Sccmrsh Ctassv; 
Dower Hoiisk Got ip near ine m CifiUMO hantficap at Epsom fint?f. good) Iasi June 
Rider unseated early on reappearance (first run smee Julyl Needs lo reprove 
Duck Row: Shcth In 2000 Guineas and Dud n Si James!: Palace Slakes, m both rrn 
good to soft) beaten about 4 lengths Ortv previous by over further was n me Edpse 
Green Cant Wbn two vn oondteons stakes Iasi season and plenty at evidence mat 
he s not qute good enough to win n tt«& grada Stays 91 but wuid not want n soli 
Haami: 27- lengths fifth r iho 2000 Guneas. Very rteapporang afterwards iwe tongue 
strap last 3 starts) before wmng 9( fisted race here m good style from flArdeer 
Law Spear Improved over 9f here test hro starts, wnrtng the Cambridgeshire and 
tourth ol 13 (has 37/ lengths ro make up on Haami) r fisted race 13 days laiet 
White Heart Wbn C50tX>0 nancficap at Asc« (71 gocdl improved agam wnh 3v -lengin 
wn from Generous Ubn) n Doncaster fisted race (im. good to salt} n March 
Diamond White: Busy m 1998 and useful farm » wn throe tones, txri Uvs 6 a t»g si up 
up ri class Below farm on AW the year but tar effort a! Kempion latest start 
ShhDK MM-bred 8By. 7-4 tavoume. won u-nimei maiden at kempion (9f good I last 
May com fc rt a Uy by 2 lengths, but was noi seen out again Has plenty ol pc'ennai 
VERDICT; The progressive WHITE HEART is proven on soft ground and trva gives 
Iwn the edge aver Haami (third ol 5 on sort n the Solano Stakes as a 2vor and Duck 
Row (below farm on soft final start las) term! Handsome Ridge, however has reg- 
istered ha best extorts an a soft surface and those pm hre bang r contention 


lo ml VICTOR CHANDLER EUROPEAN FREE HANDI- 
1 IU 1 CAP (CLASS A) £30,000 3YO 7t Penalty Value 


L^- ,w l CAP (CLASS A) £30,000 3YO 7T Penalty Value Ml 
£18,890 

1 1»02- BERTOLM (USA) (1B5) (C) (Shein Ucftarnned) J Gosden 9 7 L Dettori 6 : i.- 

2 21423- INDIANA LEGEND (186) (BF) (D 9 Jrtraor] 9 lleefun 9 ( Pa Eddery 7 ,* 

3 4M1- UtCETHOtED p8G) IS FuStCk) C Ubl 9 6 S Sanders 5 W 

4 2j& VISION OF MGHT (19SJ tltearcnas Stud) JDufrp 95 TQunn 4 n: 

5 2221-0 KALIDASA (USA) (11) (D) P Sangsetl P ChappleH^m 9 1 - J Fortune 2 wo 

6 2004- CABALLBIO (214) (SheMi Uarvan Al kUiTom) C Bmtar S C P Robinson 3 IIS 

-6dedarad- 

BETTING: 2-1 VbkM Of NlgM. 114 BertofinL 4-T Undataned. 92 buflarn Legend. 10-1 Kalidasa. 
12-1 Cabeftoro 

SS8. Desert Prince 9 5 0 Pester 7-1 (D Lodei) drawn |7) 9 ran 

FORM GUIDE 

BertoQnl: Lfeefii fif form (sound surface) for win n July Stakes, here and second n 
Prat Robert Papti and Mddte Park (Visor ed) WH held m 7-hjrtong Group 2 al Don- 
caster 

ImaanB Legend: Took 143 the tead aboui II out bui caught close home by Gotten Sit 
ca ri Group 2 a Newbury and Undeterred n Hsjed race 3> York, both over &t Bred >0 
stay 7 fiefangs 

Undeterred: Improved every start as 2yo on final one comrg with lae run to beat 
ridarm Legend by a head at levels n fisted race a York iM good) 7 turtongs we sun 
hrii 

VWon Of NlgM: A progressive ?ya writing a maiden and a ranrttcmt stakes bo 
fore ftis 4*/. lengths ttwrd ol 7 Pi> length beftrid Bertofin) m Ihe Midcle Park Wifi stzr» 

7 furiongs 

KaifakSa: Fkimer-tp fan' lines (notably ri May HI Slakes a Doncaster) be lore nr 
nrig Wbrvnck maiden as 2ya Only seventh 01 8 runners n henpon fisted race on 
retun 

CoMMrk Starnna doubts on pedgre* Made al h a Wridsor condbinns slakes i5ft 
as a 2yo and finished faunh In the Flying CWdeis Stakes al Dtw^sfer (5fi b'Otn m 
tasigroirt 

VERDICT: There Is very rifle on toon between Undatonad and Indiana Legend 
from thar dash Iasi October, oerfoaranceiwhch look al the better after flu. 

victory yesterday of the third home that day. VWentrie Waltz, n the Nefi Gwyn Phyv 
cafiy. both tsok the sort to do Dener this season, but Undeterred shape?- as n he r, the 
more Bely to be suited by the step up n tnp 7t shcnJd aba however help bring out 
further agrificam improvement tram the Mkfde Park Slakes ttwd VISION OF NIGHT 
who (firing with Undeterred and C^toalero) hoirts an entry n the 2uQQ Trier* 

B fttta soft-ground form to go Oft. 

Iq AC SCOTTISH EQUITABLE/JOCKEYS ASSOCIATION WaJM 
J,HO l HANDICAP (CLASS C) £9,000 Im 4f Penalty |2J 
Value £6,492 

1 41X1-4 HAJR (11) (C) (D) (IfaktMin AIMBkfc*n| EEkriopS X)0 M Eddsry 2 

2 <2111- RAINBOW WAYS (IDT) (CD) (Mjkteum Al kfakKum B Hfc 4 9 ri UtUtafier 

3 tVM- ALBEWCHpi5) (D) (J D Abel) M Jcfreton 4 9 8 Dtioaandl -4 

4 02211*' JUSTINTWEITW W'sPMjmdi) T MAJ497 . . . LCflrtw" » 

5 DOOM BUJfWED(^ (MraPMKahanl UTbrrpkni688 G Faulkner (3) 12 


6 2X3-00 RHST UASTffl (931 (Threes Lu3rvP;«rreirtci LfesGtokws;- i 37 

.... 3 Ssvfera 10 100 

7 33E22- MINIVET OfC) (BF) (& Thcrai rSSJXjroni U Be4 ■= 8 7 . . . TQuim7 106 

H !<XQ4- ST LAWRENCE (CAM) (245) Mararwl C “rwtrt ^ 8 5 . .P RofansonB 38 

3 0221-0 LANCER (USA) (20) (D) iC Uarsn) J Pearce 7 8 5 . .. APon(3)3V« 

0 3221 WAVE OF OPTIUtSM 082) (Vane of Opttnsra Ra-tnershp; J Pai-se 4 E 4 

G BatdweflS US 

n Z800- tajQRYOFGROSVENOR(205)IR Sanjsien PChapf>- L ryam4 84 RHavfri-JH 89 
r 5®'D- BEAUMONT (J-C6) (O (D) [P Cunmgham) J Banks 9 6 2 . .. J Quinn 13 BS 

Q £60-00 GENERAL AS5BIBIY (J1 1) |The Crahaneni G Uaraarson 7 7 12 . R Ffrench 8 95 

• 13 declared - 

BETTING: 4-1 Albench. Rainbow Ways, 9-2 Hap, 8-1 Mlnivet. 8-1 Lancer, 12-1 Wave Of Optimism, 
14-1 St Lawrence. 16-1 Hrti Master, Just In Time, 20-1 others 
®96 (face A Pnrtw 5 8 <2 N Day E-l (S WjodSI Orawn p9| ?1 ran 

FORM GUIDE 

Ha|r Wbn at Goodwood and Epsom last -summer fritei, good » tern) Sth otf this mark 
at Royal Ascot and ag am betow form on reappearance, both on a soft surface 
Rainbow Ways: Bfnkared. much reproved last three starts lo w*i maiden and two 
handicaps at im4t on last ground, two al Newmarket ProtaMy aes on good to soft 
Aiberich: Jb higher titan tor «rn *i rae-d slakes at York [frnJt good) r Septemoer on 
reappearance Creditable erton 8 days later Ucrirty raced and may reprove 
Just In Tune: Dw not prti'jross as armepated as 3yo. but won 6- runner Goodwood 
marten (Vn2t good to firm) by B lengths Sadt9e sfipf ed final stan. Not cerfan u> 
stay fries tno 

Blurred: Decent handteapper n 1996 bui well Deaien only three starts m 1997 and 
drt not run on Ftar last year. Modest hmfes term before lOih c4 a on return to Flat 
First Master: Runntr-up at Doncaster and Re dear (til good to self, same mark to- 
day) last I wo lurt starts as 3yo Ran poorly last two of five outings since on AW 
Minivcl: Only wm came unimpressrvefv at i -16 m a three-runrer maiden (31 good to 
fimtt Decent ctiance: however, on handicap term a tier wares. Acs. isn good to soft 
St Lawrence: Lightly-raced 5yo. wel betow IcifTT. an 3 ol - srerts last year inducing 
«i bfinfcersl Below torm so far at in«t Duf should stay Wed beaten acrh runs on son 
Lancer improved n im-:) nandcaps last year, but possibly flatter ea by vmnmg mar- 
gn at York final -start. Shaped encxn4*jngiy on reappearance Protatiy acs on soft 
Wave Of Optimism: Made detxri onfy Iasi August Placed n thee maidens at Ttfto | 
lnwit befee wvirwvg sne at Nottngham nm&t soli) r October br 3 lenggi s 
Glory Of Gronvenor Fart y uselii on iwo runs as a 2yo Achrcr.aa nor rang n mart- I 

ens arw a handicap n»rb lower heret as a 3vo Bred to be sucea oy tmci i 

Beaumont: El tecs ve ijrrter me corvisons Ho higher than last wnncig rrart- but Thai 
was from Ally i &9T fclisseo nearly afi of last year arc proDBbfy best waished hero j 
General Assembly: 7/e I treated on a couple of efforts (over 3n i las; May but vvem 
idownhrt al terwaros Modest hurdles lorm and Mile encouragement from AW Flat 
VERDICT Effectiveness on a soh surtace 'u*e: out mosl ol ir*s fie*d and higr*gMs 
me chance of WAVE OF OPTIMISM The concerns wim hre are whether flrs wft pi ore 
ari riadequate tnp- and ,-iheiher he is fit ori hs seasonal deb.L bui mere are also plen- 
ty ol doubts over an of Us qpperenis. Ihe most appealing of whsh are Rainbow Ways 
Albench and Lancer 

A -icl GEOFFREY BARUNG MAIDEN STAKES (CLASS D) 
^’*^1 £6,000 added 3YO Allies 7f Penalty Value £4,500 

1 •> CASSANDRA GO (197) i7te«» C 5swam G iVraag 8 “ - - . M Roberts S 

2 CM- CHAMBRE SEWREF (USAl (165) iMs.? h naisrvji 6 VAagg 5 1: Pfltterisona 

1 DESOEifONA (190) iCimeuv Park Stud) Ci Wray] 8 n DHoiandu 

4 EN SILENCE (USA) (Eady 'ilitPei JN&*dae n Pat Eddery 1 

5 05 FANTASTIC HElxE MBS) i C* i^rtM £ P l.bkci £ n S Sanders 13 

6 GOLD ANGEL lUMun At f.U- tare! £ Duisp- 3 n . . WRywil 

7 INSINUATE tUSAii" AMuSai h ied B n KFaSoniO 

3 MSS UN/VERSfTY fUSAl iBemsid 6uPi C iVaE 5 n A Whftan 3 

9 MOSS ROSE iMro a D 5o»rroi 9 hm*. S r MHAb7 

S> 7- MUSICAL TREAT |T5SI (F E 'jaidsierj a Craccile-rt)OT B fr . J Fortune 1" 
fr -> PEARL BARLE1 tilffl liarto i.Vranai -7 Brniari fs n T Sprite B 

C t'J RJMBA (USA) p50| i-jeoicp jlrswcnaqtfi J jcsffin 6 0 . LDsnoriS 

0 62- SPOONFUL OF SUGAR (1581 pill J 'Vwftvl C Cyras B n TQutmi6 

« 5- SULALAT |312l iHamair. At W- IMni F AmiCrtfg i 11 R Mils 2 

- 14 aertarea - 

BETTING: 9-4 Musical Treat 9-2 Rtmba. 13-2 Insteune. 10-1 Gold Angel SufalaL 12-1 Moss Rose. 
Spoonful Of Sugar. 14-1 omars 

tS9S Sultana J 5 ft fi Per ram S-D-i ,J -j Smy:n<istiouiie; <*wn i.'Cr S or 

FORM VERDICT 

In&Jnucne and Gold Angel k-c* i*el* sons or, breeding, ana Clumbrc Soparee 
the ewa-- of the :r*e*' Geolt iVnyir; «-.i Hcwe-/e*. me form n.3rse MUSICAL 
TREAT has reportedly winter eB we* ana wnn her 1000 C-tuneas ospraLms. ihe gels 
the vote n an open affa* 


NGK SPARK PLUGS BARTLOW MAIDEN STAKES (CLASS 
D) £6,000 added 2YO Allies 5f Penalty Value £4.305 
BON ANAM CARA Prayer Arc a Sctq S.-rvi) D CcSTO?ve t t, . A McGtone 3 
HOH DEAR (D ' Alpcri W 3el 6 n AUufiBi(3)5 

8 INDEHJYEDO (201 Ifianncri Tottmaei j Fafirte 6 fl K Foflon 6 

JANICELAND iC-*Eie M?3a Lo-iiatancyi 5 kenewefl B n M Fenton 2 

LADY SARKA (Tiww incrougroeds M R Hanwn S n R Hughes 7 

NASAIEB f iKk-r-t tAvardi C ei>i:»n !" P Robinson 1 

NEVER BBS NI5S <Mt> A -sj-si» * ft* ami 1 U U H4b9 


a PliSSE WILLOW (f.faa C ronb-jv* <> Cofe 8 fl . .JR>rtui»4 

s SEWUNIJSiestriiMC'iann'iei? Ji . TOuimfl 

- a oedared - 

BETTING 7-2 Seam 4-1 Piasle Willow. 5-1 Indoedyado, Lilly Sftrka. 6-t Hoh Dear, Nasaleb. 
10-1 Norer Dias Mas. 12-1 ocnere 

W*6 Jlj 8 n 7 Owm if Cat) icamr r?i ' i >. 

FORM VERDICT 

Paul Cote toe* :rns 12 nwims ago an*i can repeal the we wsn me sowrti'y-bied 
PUSSIE WILLOW, the settcied o' hi;. ra.e-day enirt-s Seazun repesenti the 
M'S Cham on yard mat nai atread, naa five winning pu-rcfntei but she to sill a fort- 
rajTi Jhnri of her second tethday Hoh Doar and Nasaleb is:* tne mos cflerest- 
ing ol tn* remainder 

C WOOD DITTON STAKES (CLASS D) (DIV II) £7,000 added 
I u l 3YO Im Penalty Value £4,988 

l Cl0U0YSKY|liTd^Ven^nOi|S»l. , ^rJua•?C• RHU!s7 

^ EASTERN CHAMP (USA) :- ft l >1 ? ivstre 9 C J Fortune 12 

3 HARLEQUIN DANCER tC T S ftenj *fac«ftftpi J -jeoder. 9C . . L Dettori 1 

■» KARINGA PRINCE iC F SptrtCvraiW , u L Jfccte 9 0 MRottenaS 

*- OCTANE (USA) iSufl-rom Cu.- -i.^nci- h Cro) 30 R Fallon 3 

6 ORO STREET iOsrett> Pwoni 4 -.He-* ?, 3 0 P Fitflrec m |5) 5 

ROMAN CANDLE iEjOT r* 13“ -iv f- « t- rtaert. C 5 C A Whatefl 1 1 

» W00DC0TE WARRfOR S- ’ r , . h - .irr«i 30 Dans 0 NfliB 4 

3 KERALBA (USA) ir Amii'i s hus e i Pa Eddery 6 

X- SNOWY RANGE (USA) iHrt.T«v: . jtu-j- J f^secb i i V Ryan 9 

» SPANKER iR 0 idKyp/rtm. ^ ? D Hoflentf JO 

C SWEET EMOTION iMa- *ojii Aj Mak i Curw fi 6 - G Carter 2 

- II dedaiMl- 

BETTtNG 3-1 CJoudy Sky. Octane- * 1 Kerafaa. IK Spanker. 6-1 Eastern Champ. Harlequin Dancer. 
10-1 Snowy Range, la-i Sweet Emotion 16-1 otheia 

itee va-. sr.iE.5-. an B i 

F=ORM VERDICT 

3.iny HiU^ nas dine si ihi>, rac«r in n.-ir '-t ,-vai-i arc he, Keralbo 5 an interest- 
ing sort on uaper out EASTERN CHAMP .. at.: n parted ta fta-.-e been -.-.-ortsBig 
nv-ti and o preterred The fhhiie dirt C-.-:ii recr-v.ntali.es Cloudy Sky and Octane, 
ate Vel I-J erme into trier own over lurinei I 


ft HUH 7 
J Fortune 12 
. L Dettori 1 
MRobensB 
KFaflon3 
P Fitflendts |S) 5 
A Whelan ti 
Dane 0NoJJ4 
Pa Eddery 6 
W Ryan & 
□ Holland 10 
. G Carter? 


RACING/23 

Salty Jack 
whets the 
appetite 


To tbe backdrop of Newmarket's giant screen, Frankie Dettori and Valentine YlbJtz 
(right) beat Hawriyah (centre) in yesterday's Nell Gwyn Stakes Toby Melville/ PA 


end of the season." This year, 
in November, he expects to 
feel shattered. 

1.000 GUINEAS (Newmarket. 2 May): 
Corah 9-2 Mctava 6-t :, i»n' 8-t Surt- 
spangted. TO-1 Mortar Ol Peart t2-i Blue 
Cteud. 14-1 CaterrtC' S Wannabe Grand. «-i 
Valentine Yfalc: Ladbrokes: -4-1 Moeva. 6- 
1 Ettraai 7-1 Sunspanofed C-i Catando 
S Mother CH Peart. Wlllfam HUI: 4-1 Mora- 
va. 6-1 F-ii.raa;. 6-1 Sunspangied. tO-i 
Mother Ot Pearl 


THE FREE HANDICAP is often 
thought lo be the poor relation 
among the Classic trials at the 
Craven meeting, but 12 months 
ago it came into an unexpect- 
ed inheritance from a long-for- 
gotten aunt Racegoers headed 
away from Newmarket at the 
end of the week with thoughts 
only for Xaac who had just 
won the Craven Stakes, but it 
was Desert Prince, the Free 
Handicap winner 24 hours ear- 
lier. who turned out to be by far 
the best horse to appear at the 
meeting. His next four outings 
were all in Group One events - 
and he won three, and finished 
second in the other. 

It is a thoughtto bear in mind 
when examining this year's re- 
newal. which as usual does not 
appear to be overfl owing with 
potential champions. It is not 
even all that flush with runners, 
and just six will go to post, 
which will not please its new 
sponsor, the bookmaker Victor 
Chandler 

Bertolinl the runner-up - 
though a distant one - to Lujain 
in the Group One Middle Park 
Stakes last season, will be a pop- 
ular choice, particularly after 
the success of John Gosden's 
runner in the Nell Gwyn Stakes 
yesterday. Vision Of Night, 
though, was only narrowly beat- 
en into third in the Middle Park, 
and is now 2lb better off. 

This is probably another of 
those early trials which is best 
watched without the bias of a 
bet, although Undeterred 
(3.10), who was improving fast 
at the end of last season, may 
offer a s mall slice of value. The 
same goes for the Earl of Seftoo 
Stakes, although there is a par- 
ticularly interesting runner 
here in Shiva. Henry Cecil's 

NEWMARKET 
2.05: Knmait’s rider, Richard 
Hills, should have little difficul- 
ty in taking up a prominent posi- 
tion against the for rail which 
seemed a favoured part of the 
straight course yesterday. Far- 
ther rain would harm this one’s 
chances, however. Soft ground 
would not inconvenience 
SALTY JACK. Ray Cochrane 
has established a great parter- 
ship with this five-year-old who 
is best held up for an ultra-late 
challenge. Epsom Cyclone 
must enter the reckoning if soft- 
er ground gives those drawn 
stands side a chance. 

□CO 

2.35: Despite the presence of 
Duck Row. John Dunlop's 
Haami would be the chief ben- 
eficiary of heavy rain. But the 
safest bet here’ looks Frankie 
Dettori's ride, HANDSOMDE 
RIDGE. 

□CO 

3.10: The form of LHVDE- 
TERRED's final run last season 
la win over 6f at Yorkri has been 
franked since and this colt can 
surprise the runners from the 
bigger yards. 

□CO 

3.45: Minivel appears to act on 
all types of ground and may well 
stay 12 furlongs. On this lough 
track, however, there is a slight 
doubt over his stamina. In con- 
trasL WAVE OF OPTIMISM 
woo over lmef in soft ground at 
Nottingham at the end of last 
season and would be worthy of 


by Greg Wood 

four-year- old has obviously had 
her problems, having raced 
just once, but that single win- 
ning appearance, in a Kempion 
maiden, promised much. 

She has plenty of catching up 
to do in terms of experience, 
however, and is unlikely to start 
at a worthwhile price today (al- 
though Cecil did have a winner 
at Newmarket yesterday who 
drifted ail the wav to 8-1). Stick 
instead to the handicaps, and in 
particular SALTY’ JACK map 
2.051. who was a little disap- 
pointing on his last run last year 
but did not have Ray Cochrane 
in the saddle that day. Cochrane 
had previously won twice on 
Salty Jack, who may noL have 
stopped improving yet, and he 
is back on board today. 

Rainbow Wav’s will probably 
head the market for the 12-fur- 
long handicap, having won his 
last three races since being fit- 
ted with blinkers, including one 
over this course and distance. 
He may meet his match, 
though, in Mark Johnston's Ai- 
berich <next best 3.45>. who is 
very lightly raced and eould de- 
velop into a fine staying hand- 
ieapper. 

Cheltenham begins its 
penultimate meeting of the 
season with something of a 
whimper, although the novice 
hurdle, with £20,000 in added 
money, is a prize worth having. 
Plan A is to try and persuade 
your bookmaker to lay a price 
about a trainer called William s 
winning it, which would cover 
five of the nine runners, but if 
that fails, Wilmott’s Fancy 
13.30) is probably the one. Gigi 
Beach (2.55! should go close in 
the Golden Miller. 


HYPERIONS 
TV TIPS 


support if the threatened rains 
arrived in earnest The Tote'S 
offer of 14-1 attracts. 

CHELTENHAM 
2.20: Richard Dunwoody's 
mount, Montroe. merits 
respect here, particularly as the 
grey is at his best in the spring 
RELKANDER has taken time 
to get the hang of feuces, but dis- 
played improved form to beat 
the well-regarded Heavens 
Above at Newbury last time. 

□CO 

2.55: In Truth signalled that a 
return to top form was imminent 
when running well for a long way 
in the Kim Muir at the Chel- 
tenham Festival four weeks ago. 
But it’s hard to ignore Lhe 
cl aims of GIGI BEACH, a pro- 
gressive stayer from a .yard still 
maintaining a high strike-rate. 

□□□ 

3.30: Ashgan is described as a 
quirky character by his trainer 
but Tony McCoy will get the 
best out of this six-year-old. who 
ruined bis chance with a slow 
start last time. However, Nor- 
man Williamson looks to be on 
the winner here. WHJVIOTTS 
FANCY This mare was not dis- 
graced when third at Newbury 
last month, five lengths behind 
winner Flagship Theme. 


FIRST SHOW 


Newmarket 2.05 

CHI S T 

DaySgM In Dubai 7-1 IM 8-1 71 02 

HattnoweW a »1 to-l 81 9-1 9 -1 

Strut. 7-1 7-1 7-1 7-1 10-1 

AIMuafru tn 12-1 fl-1 0-1 12-1 

Epsom Cvd one pj im im im n-i 

Retire Of Amin Q-t 6-1 &-1 tt-l T3-1 

Sat yJadi w gj g-j c-i c-i 

Bhraboa T2-1 H-1 fil 12-1 T>i 


Newmarket 2.35 


Sat yJacft 
Stewj wM 
Fr ee Option 
Kumatl 



c 

H 

L 

s 

T 

twite Heed 

7-S 

7-2 

3-1 

7-a 

7-2 

Haami 



3-1 

*1 

72 







Shna 

. E> 

JL-L 

6-1 

11-2 

11-2 

«mww 


61 

IM 

8-1 

91 

Last Srhw 

D1 

Tl-1 

0-1 

12-1 

13-1 


F ree Option T 2-1 T2-1 14 -i ti-i h 1 

Kama g-1 t»l 14-1 g-i I4j 

DaBtjnqLafly k-i Mj IM TBj w-i 

EnwqingMU K-1 h-i 16-1 tn fri 

Tanhtewrt fl rt gg 16-1 16-1 P-i 16-1 gj 

►fa Ettas 30-1 25-1 g-1 B-1 2 01 

Asfrac 33-1 25-1 33-1 2S1 25-1 

D ushanbe a-i 25-1 33-1 28-1 g-1 

OtW taCftv 38-1 29-1 33 -1 3H XLI 

Mu m 25-1 26-1 33-1 32-1 22-1 

•fa netalia &■! 48-1 33-1 33-1 3 &-1 

focftnq: a quae tte tabs ptas I. Z 3 . 4 
CCoiHVttiitLtJtfacfosSSBteyT'to 


Newmarket 3.45 



C 

H 

L 

S 

T 

AJbmch 

?*5 

4-1 

4-1 

4-1 

•J-1 

Hw 

«- 

94 

4-1 

4-1 

M 



92 


7-7 

4-1 

mum 

6-1 

n-z 

112 

132 

6-1 

Lancer 

8-1 

7-1 

8-1 

8-1 

M 

WbwarOittn 

y>i 

g-1 G-L 

C-1 

14.1 

StLaannca 

B-! 

U-J 

1M_ 

H.1 

14.1 

JuainTkna 

IM 

IM 

U-l 

16-1 

U-1 

Fira Master 

■6-1 

M-1 

W 

fc-t 

»1 

1 GkayOtGraavnrB-i 

K-t 

e-1 

28-1 

20-1 

Btend 


26-1 

19-1 

2-1 

28-f 

Beutnu 

33-1 


33-1 

a-i 

26-1 

Gen Assembly 

33-1 


«■) 

401 

MO-1 

| EaOP*Bi a Qerxf me oom, pbces 4 J j 


Qrten Card Uj ]4j Wj gj p-i 
Omrer House 33-1 33-1 . »l_ 33-J.33-1 
Dmnd Wm 49-1 jjH 33-1 40-t B-1 
£acft«3F a SEh O? ocUl pS»5 1. 1 3 
CG»I HWnULLabOeSScrtjtTfae 


Newmarket 3.10 

H S 

jMgnprjjtfa 7-4 M 

Bgnajni 3 -1 1U 

UndWnod 4-1 4-1 

IndbmL eomd M ■ 9g 

Kafegfa 10-1 »i 

Cabaflara Pi 12-1 

&cfr«K a quater Be ate. pbces 1.2 

Cheltenham 2.55 

C H L s 


Co de Ha 
GM Baadi 
KamabaBa 
MaatendHi 


7-3 3-1 7-2 7-2 4. 1 
7-2 4-1 7-2 7 2 7-2 


IGnnaiiaBa 9-2 X 5-1 9-2 9-2 

Moartand Kddly T-1 G-g D-g tv? -a? 

Ma faoodCasfle fri 8-1 s-i 7-\ s-2 

h&Jth 9-1 9 -1 KM 1&-1 fri 

«M KM »1 1M 8. 1 

The Septier &i g-i m tA-i o -i 

God Speed fat w-i im ist u-i im 

rariara® 6-1 20-1 pi an a» 

Each w# a fitfi fie axs. ptaces i z 3 







24/FOOTBALL 


THB INDEPENDENT 

\Uj»dn«Kday 14 April 1999 


10 


Petit and Vieira can tilt the balance 


IN ONE.dressing-room at least, 
the sight of Arsenal and Man- 
chester United slu gging each 
other into a barren, bruising 
stalemate, necessitating their, 
return to Villa Park tonight to 
find out who will face Newcas- 
tle in next month’s FA Cup 
final, was a cause for rejoicing. 

It was not United’s, where 
the incredulity of Alex Ferguson 
and his Treble-seeking side 
over the flag of inconvenience 
which ruled out a valid “goal" 
was compounded by the reali- 
sation that they would have to 
fit a sapping semi-final replay 
into an already congested 
schedule. 

Nor was it Arsenal’s, even if 
the Cup holders derived a cer- 


tain satisfaction from preserv- 
ing their customary dean sheet 
All the more so after ba ttling 
through most of extra time with 
only 10 men following the almost 
equally customary red card, in- 
curred by Nelson Vivas. 

No, theanfy real .beneficiaries 
of Sunday's attritional struggle 
-with the arguable exception of 
United’s European Cup semi- 
final opponents, JuvsTtus-were 
Chelsea. Gianluca ViaEi’s team 
went out to take on Wimbledon 
heartened by the thought of 
their principal rivals for the 
championship bang farcedto go 
through it all over again 

While the Premiership's top 
' two lock horns once more, in a 
contest which Ferguson, for 


European 
place for 
fair play 


UNDER WRAPS at Premier 
League headquarters lies the 
most up-to-date league table in 
a competition that offers the 
chance of a coveted place in 
Europe next season. 

It is the fair play table, the 
rules of which are baffling in 
their d etail, but it could stfll bold 
out a multi-million pound life- * 
line to clubs otherwise denied 
a route into the Uefa Cup. 

While Sheffield Wednesday, 
Liverpool and Wimbledon may 
have thought European quali- 
fication was beyond them this 
season, they actually lead the 
way In the domestic league 
along with Manchester United 
and even Arsenal, despite the' 
Gunners' tally of red cards. 

In an attempt to faster the tra- 
ditional spirit of the game, Eu- 
ropean football’s governing body 
has decreed that three places in. ' 
next season’s revamped Uefa 
Cup wifl be on offer to teams with 
the best fair play records. 

Every game played by a 
country or dub in European 
competition is painstakingly 
marked in six different cate- 
gories - red and yellow cards, 
positive play, respect towards 
opponents, respect towards 
referees, behaviour of team 
officials and crowd behaviour. 

This started almost two 
years ago and forthcoming 
games until the end of May still 
count - including Manchester 
United's European Cup ties 
and Chelsea's encounters in the 
Cup-Winners’ Cup. 

A record is kept of every 
country’s average score and the 
leading nation gains an auto- 
matic place in the Uefa Cup, - 
while a host of other high-sfor- 
ing countries enter a ballot for 
two remaining places. 

However; these European 
berths do not go to sides fin- 
ishing high up in the Premier- 
ship, Serie A or the Scottish 
Premier League. They are 
given to the teams who win 
their country's domestic fair 
play league, disregarding any 
clubs who have already quali- 
fied by other means such as 
winning a cup. 

In Uefa's most recent table 
from January. Scotland led the 
way - setting them up for an 
automatic European place if 
they keep ahead of the likes of 
Norway, Estonia and Finland 
before June - with Kilmarnock 
at the top of the latest domes- 
tic fair play league. 

England, who' suffered from 
Paul Ince's sending-off and 
crowd trouble in Sweden last 
autumn as well as red cards' 
shown to Liverpool and Arsenal, 
players in Europe, were still 
third, while Wales were 12th and . 


BY MARK BRADLEY 

the Republic of Ireland 13th. 

Unless England can top the 
table or by contrast fall by the 
wayside, they will therefore 
enter the ballot in early June for 
-the two remaining Uefa Cup 
places. 

If successful with a roughly 
20 per cent chance of being 
drawn out of the hat alongside 
about 10 other countries with an 
average points tally of eight - 
England had 8.16 in January - 
a Premiership dub would then 
'qualify for Europe. 

The current full domestic 
table. has not been revealed by 
toe Premier League but the top 
■five, as at 31 March, have been 
disclosed. 

Manchester United are cur- 
rently top with an average of 
B.17 points out of 10, followed by 
Sheffield Wednesday (8.01), 
.Arsenal C7.98), Liverpool (7.951 
and Wimbledon (7.93). 

.While red and yellow cards 
count against dubs, marks can 
be gained through attacking 
play respecting refereeing 
decisions, helping injured op- 
ponents, being good winners or 
losers and fostering a healthy 
crowd atmosphere. 

‘ .Observers are on hand to 
mark each Premiership game 
until the end of the season, so 
several clubs still have every- 
thing to play for - even if their 
chances of Europe may ulti- 
mately come down to a lottery. 

• The Tartan Army have been 
warped their future conduct 
could', determine whether a 
■'Scottish dub gains an additional 
Uefa Cup place next season. 

The Scottish Football Asso- 
ciation has stressed that Scot- 
land's hopes of leading the 
European-wide fair play stand- 
ings could be damaged by 
crowd conduct 

That comes after Scotland 
supporters at Parkhead last 
month jeered their own captain, 
Gary McAllister, and failed to 
observe the Czech Republic's 
national anthem. McAllister 
has since retired from Interna- 
tiona] football but the SFA is 
concerned that any repetition of 
such behaviour from supporters 
wifi be counter-productive. 

. The Scots led Uefa's fair 
play rankings at the halfway 
stage of the season, meaning 
the team currently ahead in the 
list north of the border. 
Kilmarnock at the last count, 
would make Europe. 

SFA spokesman Andy 
'Mitchell said: “Uefa base their 
list on all competitive matches 
and we deplore the actions oftbe 
small minority at Celtic Park 
which will have had an impact” 


The main beneficiaries of the FA Cup semi-final replay at 
Villa Park tonight are likely to be Chelsea. By Phil Shaw 



one, can envisage going to 120 
minutes and a penalty shoot- 
out Chelsea have the chance to 
steal above them both at the top 
of the table by winning at Mid- 
dlesbrough. For whoever loses 
at Villa Park, the psychological 
impact could be doubly dam- 
aging. 

The United manager de- 
scribed the outcome of their 
first meeting as u a predictable 
result". In so far as there is lit- 
tle that the rival camps do not 
know about each other, he was 
probably right. Yet the Double 


winners have enjoyed such an 
unusually good record against 
the Old ’frafford dub - fourvic- 
tories and an away draw in the 
five previous meetings - that 
United's superiority on Sunday 
may have suiprised even Fer- 
guson. 

The key to their dominance 
was the midfield axis of Nicky 
Butt and Roy Keane. Butt, out 
of favour recently, highlighted 
the depth of United's squad by 
combining his usual combat- 
iveness with some excellent 
distribution. 


Tbnight, however, promises 
to be a far more even duel for 
control. ArsOne Wenger wel- 
comes back Emmanuel Petit 
alongside Patrick Vieira after 
suspension, and his biting pres- 
ence and capadty for getting 
between the respective penal- 
ty areas should npt only ease 
the pressure on Tony Adams 
and company but provide 
greater attacking impetus. 

Ferguson has pondered 
“freshening up" his line-up. 
The only definite change will 
come at left-back, where Denis 


Irwin has a leg injury. Phil 
Neville is a i*eady-made deputy, 
though if it comes down to the 
lottery of spot-kicks, his penal- 
ty-taking prowess is unlikely to 
match Irwin’s. 

Talking of which, Dwight 
Yorke’s last goal at Villa Park 
was an audaciously chipped 
penalty over the diving David 
Seaman in what proved his 
final home game in the claret 
and blue. Such confidence typ- 
ified Yorke throughout the au- 
tumn and winter but has 
deserted him of late. Since Sea- 


man has now gone 673 minutes 

without conceding a goal Fer- 
guson needs the Tobagan to 
snap out of his spring languor 
as a matter of urgency. 

Marc Overmars, something 
of a scourge to United prior to 
Sunday, would be a greater 
loss to the Gunners than Irwin 
to their opponents if he is in- 
disposed by an injured ankle. 
The onus would then be on 

Dennis Bergkamp to give Nico- 
las Anelka stronger support. 
Bergkamp, though, must first 
escape the pocket Jaap Stam 
put him in. 

The recent history of match- 
es between the dubs, pitted by 
outbreaks of ill feeling G 311 
Wright v Peter ScbmeicheL 
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Dennis Wise returns from suspension tonight as Chelsea aim to go top of the Premiership with a win against Middlesbrough ARsport 

Vialli proud to be a contender 


HAVING SIDLED up quietly on 
the rails in the title race, 
Chelsea have the chance to put 
themselves back into pole po- 
sition at the top of the Pre- 
miership with victory at 
Middlesbrough tonight 
Just a month ago, player- 
manager Gianluca Vialli ruled 
out his side’s chances of win- 
ning the championship after de- 
feat at home to West Ham left 
them seven points behind Man- 
chester United, even if they still 
had a game in hand. 

Even two weeks ago, Chelsea 
were as high as 8-1 for the title 
as the two supposed heavy- 
weights in the field. United and 
Arsenal contested the lead 
However a fifth consecutive 
away League win, at Boro, 
would take Chelsea top for 
the first time since early Jan- 
uary and leave them a point 
clear of United, even if they 
would have then played a 


By Mark Pierson 

game more than Alex Fergu- 
son's side. 

As United and Arsenal pre- 
pared for a second exhausting 
match within the space of four 
days in their FA Cup semi- 
final replay at Villa Park, ViaJ- 
li was still continuing an 
apparently self-imposed vow 
of silence. Perhaps due to the 
furore over the gaoling of Gra- 
ham Rix. perhaps to keep the 
spotlight off his team or to re- 
lieve the pressure on himself, 
the normally loquacious Italian 
has missed press conferences. 

The coach. Ray Wilkins, has 
stepped in to meet the media 
over recent weeks in a tactic 
used by the Aston Villa man- 
ager; John Gregory, back in 
December when his side faced 
a perilous series of games 
against fellow title contenders. 

And the situation has hard- 


ly been helped by confirmation 
from Uefa, European football's 
governing body, that they would 
be reviewing a video of the in- 
cident in which Dennis Wise 
was seen attempting to bite the 
arm of Real Mallorca defender 
Elena Marcelino last Thursday. 

Wise may incur a two-match 
ban that would rule him out of 
the Cup-Winners' Cup semi- 
final second leg as well as any 
possible final appearance if a 
disciplinary hearing is, as ex- 
pected, held later this week. 

So with no Press confer- 
ence arranged ahead of 
tonight's game, the only way of 
ascertaining Vialii's thoughts on 
his side's title chances was to 
scan his programme notes 
ahead of last week's tie against 
Mallorca. 

In them, he stressed the im- 
portance of the sequence of four 
away games on which his side 
had embarked after the 1-0 de- 


feat by the Hammers. “We're 
hying our best to keep up with 
Manchester United and Arse- 
nal and so many away games 
makes things a little difficult,” 
he wrote. “But looking at the 
way we've started the four; six 
points from the first two gives 
me confidence for the future. 
It's getting very tight up there 
in the table and that's obviously 
very exciting for all the sup- 
porters. It’s a great feeling and 
something to be proud of for the 
club still to be in contention." 

Having admitted Chelsea 
were indeed back in contention, 
victory at Wimbledon last Sun- 
day served only to confirm that 
fact and another away win to- 
morrow night would complete 
the four-match sequence. 

Boro, who still have to play 
United and Arsenal at the 
Riverside, have only been beat- 
en at home once this season in 
the League - by Liverpool - but 


Chelsea will travel full of re- 
newed confidence. 

Wise and Marcel Desailly, 
who missed the 2-1 victory at 
Wimbledon through suspen- 
sion, will be available again to 
reinforce the spine of the team. 

And midfielder Gustavo 
Poyet is set to start his second 
game since his return from a 
lengthy injury lay-off having 
scored his 12th goal of the cam- 
paign at Selhurst Park to make 
him the club's second top 
goalscorer alongside Gian- 
franco Zola. 

The full-back Albert Ferrer 
who came off injured against 
Real Mallorca but was an un- 
used substitute at Wimbledon, 
may also be back in contention. 

However; the midfielder Ce- 
lestials Babavaro is likely to face 
a fitness test after missing the 
club's past four games with a 
groin problem and then a chest 
infection. 


Woodgate’s tribute to Radebe McCarthy prepared 


LEEDS UNITED'S highly rated 
teenage defender, Jonathon 
Woodgate, is refusing to con- 
cede that his side can no longer ’■ 
win the Premiership - and says 
his enthusiasm is thanks to , 
the bubbfy op timism of his cap- 
tain, Lucas Radebe. 

Leeds were unable to extend 
their winning streak to eight 
matches on Monday night after 
being held to a goalless draw by' 
Liverpool at Elland Road. • 
David O'Leary's side now find 
themselves six points adrift of 
the leaders, Manchester Unit- 
ed, with only six games left to . 
play-butWoodgateisrefusing- 
to throw in the toweL 
' Such confidence is borne 
out of the infectious enthusiasm 
which has been generated-by 
Radebe, Woodgate's central 
defensive partner. 


The South African interna- 
tional who turned 3Q yesterday 
and celebrated the occasion 
L with the man of the match 
award, faced Liverpool just 
„ over 48 hours after playing for 
hisr country against Gabon in an 
- African Nations' Cup tie. 

And Woodgate believes that 
when a player shows such ded- 
ication to duty, it is easy to see 
why. it should rub off on those 
'. around him. "Lucas Radebe 
was outstanding,” Woodgate 
admitted. “He’s a great player 
to play alongside because he 
makes it so easy for you. 

“I learn from him every sin- 
gle day, not only about football 
' but in other ways as he’s always 
happy around the place. He’s 
excellent in training and he 
shows what an outstanding 
player he is on the pitch, but 


he's always got a smile on his 
face. 

“He’s a jolly person who 
helps pick you up when you’re 
haring a down moment - but he 
can also give you a rollocking 
as well." 

So with matches at home to 
Alex Ferguson's side and fellow 
title challengers Arsenal and 
Chelsea stiU to come, the 
19-year-old Woodgate is confi- 
dent Leeds are not out of the 
championship running yet. 

“I don't think it was too 
much to expect for us to keep 
the winning run going,” re- 
vealed Woodgate. “That’s the 
way it goes in football You 
can't win eveiy one. 

“But the main thing is we 
didn’t get beaten and so are still 
unbeaten in the League since 
early February. 


"Hopefully. we can still chal- 
lenge for the title - we’re at 
least going to have a big say in 
it- I'd like to think we are still 
in with a chance. 

“We are a young, confident 
side, so we are going to be and 
think like that Now we can't 
wait for the big teams. We play 
better when they are at Elland 
Road. We rise to the occasion." 

Leeds’ Norwegian interna- 
tional Gunnar Halle will un- 
dergo a second scan today on 
the left knee he injured during 
the first half of Monday night’s 
game. 

An initial ultrasound scan 
yesterday appears to have con- 
firmed there is no ligament 
damage. However, the special- 
ist has told the 33-year-old to 
also have an MR! scan to make 
absolutely certain. 


MICK McCarthy the Republic 
of Ireland manager, has named 
a full-strength 20-man squad for 
the friendly against Sweden at 
Lansdowne Road on 28 April 
but he admits he will be relying 
on the co-operation of English 
club managers for the release 
of several players involved in 
vital promotion and relegation 
games. 

“It would be naive of me not 
to think that there could be 
problems over player releases," 
he said. “But I am not going to 
go looking for those problems. 

“My duty is to select the best 
players available but I am de- 
pendent on the good will of dub 
managers. 

“Because of the postpone- 
ment of our European Champi- 
onship game against Macedonia 
scheduled for Skopje last month. 


we have not played a match 
since 12 February. That makes 
the Swedish fixture all the more 
important in our preparation 
for the European Championship 
ties at home to Yugoslavia and 
Macedonia in June." 

Alex Fterguson may not be 

keen to release Denis Irwin and 
Roy Keane with Manchester 
United still involved in the hunt 
for three major trophies. 

The same applies to David 
O’Leary at Leeds who will want 
to retain Ian Harte as a vital 
part of his bid to win a place in 
Europe's elite next season. 

The Wolves striker Robbie 
Keane, currently with the Re- 
public’s Under-20 side at the 
World Cup finals in Nigeria, will 
almost certainly be required by 
his club as they attempt to reach 
the First Division play-ofis. 


Blackburn are likely to insist 
that Jason McAteen Lee Cars- 
ley and Damien Duff stay at 
Ewood Park with Brian Kidd’s 
men fighting to avoid relegation 
and the same argument could 
be applied in the cases of Mark 
Kin sella (Chariton) and Gary 
Breen (Coventry). 

McCarthy, therefore, has 
named four players on stand- 
by; Dean Eely of Bury, Brad- 
ford's Gareth Whalley. 
Wimbledon’s Mark Kennedy 
and Steve Finnan of EWham. 

REPUBLIC OF IRELAND SQUAD (vSam. 
«*». fcmwtouo Road, ftSST 

30 April): Oven (Newcastle). Kell* 
(Sheffield UW). SrwtafWlantfvBrerlfcd) <■— 
j foucn ham). Staunton (Uverpawi. Harte 
Leeds). Canrfngfaain (Wimbledon). Breen 
jCoventrv). Babb (Uwrpool). Keane (Man- 
d««T Urd). McAtter l 
(Carlton), M*po^ |,n (PortimSuthl, 
Durr (Blackburn), 
£?"“ ISwawlind). Cncarino injXJ 

(Middfesbrousni 
Stnmftrr. Kltfy iBifrv ] 


Vfenger v Ftergusoo>, favours Ar- 
senal and a repeat of last year’s 
Wembley date with Newcastle. 
But while United cannot match 
the Tyneside dub’s 52-year un- 
beaten record in semi-finals, 
they have not lost in .15 such 
matches (eight of them at Villa 
park) since the late Bifly Bren- 
ner dedded a three match epic 
in Leeds’ favour 29 years ago. 

It appears to be a case of the 
imm ovable object Seaman’s 
fabled guardians, against the ir- 
resis table force of Beckham 
and Giggs, Keane and Cole, but 
tonight something has to give. 
The longer it takes, the more 
the victors' celebrations are 
Beefy to be echoed on Chelsea’s 
return from Tteesside. 
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Larsson 
happy to 
remain 
at Celtic & 

byGordan iahle 

HENRIK LARSSON has signed 
a new four-year contract with 
Celtic. The Swedish striker; 
leading scorer in Scotland this 
season with 37 goals, has been 
a revelation since his £800,000 
arrival at the Glasgow dub two 
years ago from Peyenoord. 

Larsson has always empha- 
sised he is settled at Celtic, and 
nowit appears a revised offer to 
the player has paid dividends for 
the Scottish champions. The 
27-year-old international added 
that this will be the last deal he 
will sign before returning to 
finish his career in Sweden. 

Apart from the boost it 
gives to Celtic’s push for the 
double, it is also a fillip for the 
Scottish game. After a season 
when a number of leading 
players have criticised the 
standard of football north of 
the border; Larsson criticised 
the doubters. 

“When I came over here I. * 
wasn't in my national team,”bd|j 
said. ‘1 started playing weD* 
here and after that I was picked 
for Sweden, so Scottish football 
has worked for me. We have 
60.000 fans watching us every 
week and the stadium is a 
great arena to play in. Also, if 
we get into Europe, it is a 
higherlevel still and I am happy 
to be here.” 

there had been doubts that 
Larsson could come to an 
agreement with the Glasgow 
chib’s ownei; Fergus McCann, 
whose abrasive style did not 
suit the Swede. However; Mc- 
Cann has now been placed as 
chief executive by Allan Mac- 
Donald and be wasted no time, 
in persuading Larsson to stay. 

“It took a little bit longer than 
I first thought,” Larsson said. 

“But the effort of Mr MacDon- 
ald and the Celtic board made 
it an easy decision. Four years 
is a long time to commit your- 
self and I had to discuss it 
thoroughly with my family and 
friends. The dub is aiming to do ^ 
well in Europe and I have a % 1 
great belief that we will” 

On the blue side of the Scot- 
tish city. Rangers’ unsettled 
Argentinian striker Gabriel 
Amato has declared his wish to 

return to Spain at the end of the 
season after issuing a damning 
verdict on the Scottish game. 

The £4 .2m summer capture 
from Real Mallorca has strug- 
gled for both form and fitness 
since arriving at Ibrox. 

Amato outlined his view in 
the newspaper Marca that the 
Scottish Premier League com- 
pares poorly with the Spanish 
top flight The criticism comes 
despite the player being unable 
to make an impression in Scot- 
land with only four goals. He ■* 
said: Tm clear in my mind 1 Mi 

would like to return to Spain, es- 
pedally if I win the title with 
Rangers. Scottish football 
bears no comparison with the 
Spanish game and I prefer the 
customs in Spain." 

Amato did score in the New 
Year Old Firm derby, but has 
remained an occasional sub- 
stitute under Dick Advocaat 
Earlier this term there was 
interest from Leicester in the 
player, but now Valencia are 
believed to be his most Likely 
future destination. The man 
who managed Amato during 
his successful spell in Mallor- 
ca, Hector Cupar, is being 
Uned up to manage Valencia 
next term. 

Amato’s Rangers’ team- 
mate, Lionel Charbonniex; hag .* 

resumed training after knee Kg- (L ■' 

ament damage sustained in ' 
November; while the Ameri- 
can midfielder Claudio Reyna, 
Rogers’ ^ signing 
Wolfe burg, has now arrived in 
Glasgow. However the transfer 
was not competed in time for 

nm to be eligible for the Scot- 
hsh Cup final with Celtic in May 
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THE FOOTBALL ASSOCIATION 
will be asking for an explanation 
from the Leeds United man- 
ager, David O'Leary, following 
his comments last night about 
an alleged bet placed on the out- 
come of the Premiership title 
race. 

Following the goalless draw 
between O'Leary's side and Liv- 
erpool at Elland Road on Mon- 
day night, the Leeds manager 
was asked on television who he 
fell would win the Premiership 

O'Leary's response was: 
“I’ve got El do on Manchester 
United, so I'd better stick with 
them. I took a bet at the start 
of the season, so that's who my 
money is on.” 

But the 41 -year-old Irish- 
man yesterday claimed his 
comment was a light-hearted 
aside, saying: "If people can't 
take jokes... ” 

The onus will be on the FA 
lo prove that O'Leary did have 
a bet. Their spokesman Steve 
Double said: "We want to in- 
vestigate the circumstances of 
this. Our rules on betting are 
very dear and have been very 
well publicised in recent times, 
so no one should be in any 
doubt Those involved in foot- 
ball - be it players, managers 
or officials - must not bet on 
football matches.” 

The rule came into force 
following Sir John Smith's re- 
port which was carried out in 
the wake trials of John 
Fashanu, Hans Segers and 
Bruce Grobbelaai; who were 
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In Sir John's it was dearly 
stated that no player or man- 
ager should bet on anything in 
relation to the game, with the 
only exception being the pools. 

The Wimbledon manager; 
Joe Kinnear, was the last per- 
son to come dose to falling foul 
of the rule after his side’s 2-1 
win over Chelsea in the quar- 
ter-finals of the Worthington 
Cup in December, when he 
said: ,1 We are 5-2 now (to win the 
Clip). We were 66- 1 at the start 
and I think a few of the lads had 
a few quid on us." 

Kinnear later clarified his re- 
mark by saying the comment 
related to friends of his and not 
the Wimbledon players. 

The Chelsea player-coach. 
Gianluca Vialli, yesterday 
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BASEBALL 

AMERICAN LEAGUE: Cleveland 5 Kansas 
□ty 2 (10 hitungsi. Minnesota 1 Detroit 
J(12 innlngsl: Anaheon 1 3 "toas 5: "ftBOn- 
to 7 "Qmpa B3y 1: Seattle 6 Oakland 3. 
NATIONAL LEAGUE: NY Mets 8 Ron- 
do I; Cincinnati 7 Chicago Cubs 2; San 
Diego 8 Colorado 5 (Z J Innings J: Atlanta 
8 Philadelphia G: Arizona 12 Los Angeles 
G. 

BASKETBALL 
NBA: Boston 103 Cleveland 89: Indiana 
109 Tbronto 99: Charlotte 92 Detroit 86; 
Houston 95 Minnesota 90: Son Antonio 
9« Phoenta 77: Gotten State 1 04 Denver 
98: Utah 98 Vancouver 80. 


BOWLS 

MEN'S ALL ENGLAND CHAMPI- 
ONSHIPS (Mo Icon Mowbray) WpW, 
quarter-finals: .Blackpool Borough (N 
Burrows) bt Worthing Pavillion )P 
Grayrsrrurii) 22-1 5. Grantham (D Auckland) 
bt East Dorset (N Jones) 18-15; Chipping 
Norron (L Gillerr) bt Avon Valley (G 
M.»n) 15-13: Stanley (J Leenvanj bt 
Bridgwater BCL ID Fowkes) 18-14 Foun 
dual: Cumbria (7 TSytor j bt Chipping Nor- 
ton (L Gillerr) 24-1 4. 

GREEN ALLS SPRING WATERLOO 
(Blackpool) Se co n d round: T Kdhr 
(Leeds) be B Asnley {WiltHtonj 21-16; G 
, Cooloon (Wlnsford) br S Bishop (Birm- 
Viptwm) 21 - 18 ; B Sta r k e y (MlrffeM) bt D 
■ianderson (Sc Annes) 2 J *1 3; B Coohson 
f^Vrtsford) bt J RWiadson (Stan/orth) 21- 
14: A Hough (Wnsfor d ) bt J l/rmson 
(Blackpool) 21-17; R Eaton (Holmes 
Chapel) bt C TanersaH (Out Rawdf fe) 2 1 - 

1 9; G Warrington (Blackpool} bt C Massey 

(Aaitreei 2 1 -19; M Tbppinj’ (Aflmgtsn) bt 
R Crawsiuw (WilmsJcnwl f 1-17: N Beech- 
er (Blackpool) bt ft Burgess (Adlmgton) 
21 -l 5. W Munm |Sate) bt B Duncai (Bam- 
ber Bridge) 21-20; G Telford (Sale) bt R 
Whitfield (York) 31 -7; M Word (Sole) br 
G SmltMLeedS) 21-19. 



CYCLING 

French rider Paso! Lino has been 
banned by his team Big-Mat for two 
months and will also miss the Tour 
de France for caking drugs to relieve 
bronchitis against the advice of the 
team doctor. Big-Mat said Lino had 
counterfeited a prescription to ob- 
tain cortkoids to cure persistent 
bronchitis. 
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football 

Wolves are giving a trial to the Aus- 
tralian international Steve Horvat. 
currently with Croatian side, Hajduk 
Split. The 24-year-old central de- 
fender. with 20 caps, has Impressed 
a Colin Lee. the manager. 

^REPUBLIC OF IRELAND UNDER-21 
-'SQUAD (FrtaodTy btanudanal u Swa- 
dwt UiKfer-21. Bln; Co OffaH* 27 
AprOI: otbiBdr (Bradfora P»k haw). 
& Raa (UCD). KwdOns (Sc Rurick's AO»- 
lencltiugbarg (Leeds). Nbmn (Dundee 
Utd). O'Biieti (Bradford). Rowlands 
( Brentford), R Ryan (MUhwII). Bond 
(Brentford). McClara (Barnsley}, Magas 
(St Pamek's Athletic), Mahea (ffon- 
mete), Grant (Stockpon), KBbasa (West 
Bromwich), dare (Grimsby), Fesn (Lin- 
coln). Malloy (St Patrick's Athletic). 
Folan (Brehcferdj, NkKeemr (Read- 
ing). Morphy (Cork Oty) 


launched his £i.5m libel case 
against the Roma coach. 
Zdenek Zeman, over allega- 
tions of doping. 

MallL who was absent from 
the Rome court but represent- 
ed by his lawyer, took exception 
to comments made by Zeman in 
a magazine last yean The Czech 
coach warned in an interview 
about the dangers of certain sub- 
stances being used in Serie A 
and then expressed his sur- 
prise at the muscle development 
of Vialli and the current Juven- 
tus player Alessandro Del Piero. 

In response Vialli branded 
Zeman -a terrorisT - a slight 
which prompted the coach to 
take reciprocal legal action 
against the Chelsea man. 

As usual in Italy, the first au- 
dience was devoted to techni- 
cal aspects of the case, which 
became inevitable after at- 
tempts at mediation foiled. The 
next session before the judge 
Lucia Fanti is scheduled for 12 
November. 

Aston Villa have announced 
plans to expand Villa Park’s ca- 
pacity to more than 50,000 
seats. The proposals, including 
a new shopping, hotel and in- 
dustrial complex, would see 
the present 39,372 capacity rise 
by 11,000 and would create 
around 1,000 jobs. 

An Aston Villa spokesman 
said: The benefits of the foot- 
ball club's plans for the re- 
gion's economy are well-known, 
as is the added prestige of at- 
tracting international games 
to the tity." 

Villa Park is already the 
venue for this season’s Euro- 
pean Cup-Winners’ Cup final. 

The FA Premier League 
Hall of Fame has joined forces 
with the Fbotball League in a 
£250.000 deal designed to ex- 
tend the spirit of the Hall 
across the country. Last year 
the Football League an- 
nounced their 100 all-time 
great players and that roll-call 
of distinction will be incorpo- 
rated in the Hall of Fame when 
it opens an 12 June at London’s 
County HalL The deal provides 
the Football League with 
£50,000 a season for the next 
five years. 


MONDAY'S LATE RESULTS: EA Cartes 
Premiership: Leeds O Liverpool O. Na- 
tionwide Conference: Klddermirotei 4 
Nonriwkh 0. Stevenage 5 Woking 0. Uni- 
Bond League Premier Dhrideo: Emley 

I Hyde Ucd I . Ryman League Premier 
Dhdsk»: l^Hcponed: Dagenham b Red- 
bridge v Criesham- UMspore United 
Counties League Premier Dtublon: 
Wellingborough 1 Spalding 4. Araoa In- 
surance Northern League Rf« DM- 
sfon: Sea ham Red Star 0 Bedllngton 
Tiemere 1 . North Western natns League 
Rest Dhrfstoa: Clictefoe 0 WarMngroa 1 
Pondns League Premier Dhdslon 
Stoke 3 Ewnon 2 Second Division 
Newcastle O Sheffield Utd 1 . Avon In- 
swence Combination Hr* MMon: Fid- 
ham 5 Milfwall 2: Norwich O West Ham 
3. Wimbledon 3 Watford 2. Postponed: 
Reading v Bournemouth 

GOLF 

STANDINGS FOR THE 2000 PRESI- 
DENTS CUP (Robert Went Jones GC, 
Gainesville, Virginia): International 
Tteami 1 E Els ISA) 9.07 pts; 2 V Singh 
(HH) 8.89: 3 N Price f Zbn ) 8.59: 4 M Gra- 
ft! (Jjpon) 6.66: S S Elklngton (Aus) 5.47: 
6 G Nomun (Aus) 5.18. 7 S Appleby (Aus) 
3.59: 8 S Maruyama (Japan) 3.53: 9 C 
Franco (R») 3.33: IOC Parry (Aus) 2.98; 

II N Ozaftl (Japan) 235; 12 F Minora 
(Phil) 2.76: 13 E Romero (Arg) 2.69; 14 



Wray pledges 
his loyalty 
to Saracens 


NIGEL WRAY last night reas- 
sured his first love. Saracens, 
that he would remain faithful to 
them. His promise came after 
the millionaire owner of the 
north London dub severed all 
ties with Nottingham Forest, 
the dub resting at the bottom 
of football's Premiership. 

Wray, who has donated a 
reported £8m to the Saracens 
cause in just over three years, 
stepped down as chairman of 
Forest’s p!c board yesterday 
and said: “Saracens is my first 
love. Rugby union is a game 1 
played for 30 years. I remain 
absolutely committed to Sara- 
cens and I will see the job 
through. 

“Regarding Forest. I was a 
member of a consortium and 
invested in a good football club. 
I am an entrepreneurial in- 
vestor who likes to be involved 
in running things. I have hold- 
ings in an awful lot of companies, 
but I am not a passive investor. 
Soon after the start of the foot- 
ball season I began to believe 
that the football dub needs to be 
run by people from the local 
community. I am not a Midlan- 
der. I am a north Londoner.” 

In fact Wray lives less than 
five miles from Saracens' head- 
quarters in Southgate and 
played the bulk of his rugby 
with Old Millhillians. He took 
over at Saracens in 1995, in the 
first season of professional 
rugby, vrhen he made an initial 
investment of £2m and under- 


RUGBY UNION 


By Damp Llewellyn 

wrote a further £500.000 share 
issue. 

Since then he has had to put 
his hand in his pocket on a num- 
ber of other occasions as he 
pursued his dream which he 
claimed was: “to play a Euro- 
pean Cup semi-final against 
one of the top French clubs in 
a big stadium." 

The club has certainly 
shifted nearer that goal. Under 
Wray's ev e the dub has moved 
twice, first along the road to 
Enfield Fbotball Club and then 
to Watford, where they have 
been attracting five-figure 
crowds to the 20. 000 -capacity 
\1carage Road stadium. 

However. Wray maintained: 
“Although I probably own 80 to 
85 per cent of Saracens I gen- 
erally avoid the word ’owner- 
ship*. The club belongs to the 
members and supporters. We 
have come a long way. but the 
job is only half done an we 
must not stand still.'' 

Wray, whose place on the 
Forest board is to be taken by 
the Nottingham businessman 
Eric Barnes, insisted his de- 
parture iiad nothing to with 
their dreadful season. “I did not 
cut my ties with Forest be- 
cause they have had an un- 
successful season. I had been 
in talks with Eric Barnes for the 
last six months." 


Michael Chang struggles to beat Michael Hill in the first round of the Japan Open yesterday 

Rusedski back for the Stella 


Buoyant Britain 
in line for gold 


GREG RUSEDKSI managed not 
to wince yesterday as he and 
Tim Henman confirmed that 
they would lead the British 
challenge at the £470,000 Stella 
Artois Championships at 
Queen's Club, London, from 7 
to 13 June. 

The Stella tournament has 
painful memories for Rusedski 
His Wimbledon prospects were 
wrecked at Queen's last year 
when he injured his left ankle 
in a fall during a third-round 
match against Laurence Tiele- 
man, an Italian qualifier, only 10 
days before the Championships 
at the All England Chib were 
due to start. 

Rusedski's attempt to com- 
pete at Wimbledon, where he 
was the No 4 seed, ended with 
his retirement during a first- 
round match against Mark 
Draper, of Australia. This was 
followed by a split with his 
coach. Tony Pickard, who was 


SPORTING DIGEST 


S Leaney (Ausl 2.44; 1 5 G Turner INZ) 
2.41. United Stetes: 1 D Duval 
2.723.500. 2 Davte Love l« 1,323.426: 
3 J Maggert 7.320.410; 4 T Woods 
1 .31 5.11? S PStevwt 990.780: 6S Pare 
982.303; 7 J Huston 939,010; 8 J 
Leonard 801 .647: 9 J Sluman 755.215: 
10 R Mediate 662.745: 11 5 Gump 
659.279. 12 T Herron 633.939: 13 B 
Estes 623.739: 14 M O’Meara 623.065; 
15 A Magee 585.422. (US player pennts 
are based on official matey comings tram 
OK s I art of the 1999 season. The Inter- 
national ream will be determined by trie 
Official World Rankin#! and will not in- 
clude any player eligible lor the European 
Ryder Cup team The top I O qualify and 
each copram rvBt have nvo wrkKatd pichsl 
US PGA TOUR Leading money-win- 
ners (VS unless seated): 1 D Duval 
S2. 72 3. 500 (€ 1 .7m). 2 D Love 

$1,323,426: 3 JMaggerc 51. 320.4 10. 4 
T woods SI. 31 5. 11 5: S P Stewart 
$990,780. 6 S Pate $982,303; 7 J Hus- 
ton $939.010: 8 V Start* (Rfr) SS79.835: 
9 J Leonard $801.6*7; 10 E Els ISA) 
$782,376: 11 S Elkington (Aus) 
S767.943: 12 J Sluman S755.21S. 13 J 
M Olaxabal (Sp| $744,247: 14 N Price 
(Zlm) 5690.600. 15 G Hlertstedt (Swei 
$672,797; 16 R Mediate $662,745: 17 
S Gump S659.279: 18 T Herron 
$633,939: 19 B Estes $623,739: 20 M 
O'Meara 5623.065. 


TENNIS 


By John Roberts 

angered by Rusedski* s secretive 
behaviour with regard to treat- 
ment in the days prior to Wim - 
bledon. Rusedski was later able 
to joke about the “two months' 
holiday" he had as a result of the 
injury, but it was one of the most 
disappointing episodes of the 25- 
year-old's career. 

Boris Becker who withdrew 
from a tournament in Tokyo 
yesterday after losing to Andre 
Agassi in Monday's rain- 
delayed Salem Open final in 
Hong Kong, has expressed a 
desire to use the Stella Artois 
event as a springboard for a 
possible last fling at Wimbledon. 
In 1985, Becker won at Queen's 
and then became Wimbledon's 
youngest men's singles cham- 
pion. aged 17, the first of the 
German's three titles at the All 


ICE HOCKEY 
NHL: Outage ft Wuhidui 2. NY w 
lander. 4 NewJei'scy 2. NV Ranges j Tam- 
pa Bav 1: Florida 2 Ottawa 0. Las 
Angeles 4 Nashville 3. Vantouver 2 Cal- 
gary 0. Edmonron 5 San lose 4 ion 
WORLD CHAMPIONSHIP (Copen- 
hagen) Pool B: Estonia 2 Gieat Britain 
6 

RUGBY LEAGUE 

Andy Leathern, the 2?-yvsv-cW St 
Helens prop, is pining nis home town 
dub Warrington Wolves on loan 
Leathern, who played m the Wem- 
bley win over Bradfoid Bulls three 
year sago, has been unable io fence 
his way into the Saints’ senior side 
this season. 


England Club. Currently 
ranked No 62 in the world, 
Becker is a part-time player on 
the ATP Tour. 

Pete Sampras, the five-times 
Wimbledon champion, has 
asked the promoters of the Stel- 
la tournament to reserve a wild 
card for him, as he did last year 

Yevgeny Kafelnikov, the Aus- 
tralian Open champion, is listed 
among the early entries for 
the 56-draw Stella singles title, 
along with Goran Ivanisevic, a 
three-times Wimbledon finalist 
and previous Queen's winners 
Tbdd Martin. Mark Phil ip - 
poussis and Scott Draper. 
Michael Chang and Thomas 
Enqvist are also in the list 

The Spaniard Alex Corretja 
tumbled out of the Barcelona 
Open yesterday. losing 7-6, 6-3 
in the second round to Moroc- 
co’s Younes El Ayuaoui. 

Last season's French Open 
finalist made a string of un- 


Wiez-ham centre, who had been 
tanned for a year by the Welsh Dis- 
tner RL< for assaulting a leferee Os- 
westry initially claimed that Roberts 
had been mistaken for their New 
Zealand centre Terry Smith but they 
decided not to contest the matter 
at a disciplinary meeting on Mon- 
day. 


forced errors to be broken 
twice in the first set He broke 
back each time but the Moroc- 
can, more mobile around the 
court, won the set, comfortably 
on the tie-break. 

The Spaniard continued to 
struggle in the second set, par- 
ticularly on his backhand. He 
was broken in the fourth game, 
flashing an attempted pass 
wide on break point 

The tali Moroccan pressed 
borne his advantage, serving 
out his remaining games. 

Corretja's compatriot Albert 
Costa, winner in Estoril last 
week, underlined his potential 
with a smooth 6-3, 6-2 first- 
round win over Italy's Andrea 
Gaudeuzi. 

In Tokyo yesterday, Michael 
Chang struggled to squeeze 
out a three-set victory over the 
unheralded Australian Michael 
Hill in a windswept first- round 
match in the Japan Open. 


PETER WOODS urged his Great 
Britain side to take control of 
their own destiny after they vir- 
tually assured themselves of at 
least the bronze medal in Pool 
B following a 6-2 World Cham- 
pionship victory over Estonia in 
Copenhagen. 

With favourites Germany 
suffering a shock 6-1 defeat 
against host nation Denmark, 
Britain now lie joint second 
and victory over Poland, who 
have yet to win a game, will put 
them in the running for gold. 

A start that saw Woods' men 
score three times in the open- 
ing three minutes laid the foun- 
dations for a perfect response 
to Sunday's narrow defeat by 
the Germans. 

“In the first three games we 
played very solid defensively 
but had trouble scoring goals," 
said Woods. “So this was very 
positive for us and the result 
has put us in control of our own 
destiny. If we win the remain- 
der of our games we will cap- 
ture the gold medal" 


ICE HOCKEY 


After Sheffield Steelers’ 
David Longstaff scored the 
opener, Jeff Johnstone, of 
Bracknell claimed his first goal 
in a British shirL 

Kevin Conway added a third 
before Estonia scored during a 
period when Britain relaxed 
their grip on the game. 

Estonia had an excellent 
chance to haul themselves back 
into the match when they were 
awarded a penally shot But Bill 
Morrison, replacing the rested 
Stevie Lyie in goal, turned away 
the Estonian shot 

Britain made Estonia pay for 
the miss when their captain, 
Steve Moria. netted a power- 
play fourth almost immediate- 
ly and Johnstone scored his 
second to make it 5-1. 

Again Britain allowed their 
opponents to puU one back, but 
Graham Garden put the tie out 
of reach with a short-handed 
sixth with eight minutes re- 
maining. 


SPEEDWAY 

CRAVEN SHIELD: VMw non'H-jn ft8 
King’s Lynn 42 

INTERNATIONAL MATCH (Exeeer): 

E nglantf Uniter- 2 1 35 Swedirn Undei-2 3 
55 


RUGBY UNION 

Four officeis of the Shropshne 
dub Oswestiy hove been forbidden 
from having any involvcnv-’ni in 
rugby for five years afrer fhr-n i ole 
m playing a banned playei under an 
alias. The North Midlands Two side 
have also been barred fi um com- 
petitive rugby for a season alter rhiry 
played Ross R-nbeits. tbe f-;«ir>ei 


SQUASH 

AJANPAINO FINNISH OPEN (Hetelo- 
kl| Hnal: O Elbocolgysv (Evl oi D Palmer 
I4us| 12-15 15-11 15-11 15-7 
WOMEN’S CITROEN CLASSIC (Pars- 
dorf. Get) Hnafc M Moron (Ausl tit C Jaci- 
m.in (Eng| 7-9 9-3 9-5 9-5 


TODAY’S FIXTURES 


FOOTBALL 

7.30 unless stand 

FA CUP SEMI-FINAL REPLAY 

Arsenal v Manchester Utd (7 45) 

FA CARLING PREMIERSHIP 

Middlesbrough v Chelsea (7.45) 

NATIONWIDE FOOTBALL LEAGUE 
SECOND DIVISION 

Manchester City * Luton (7.45) 

MiUvwai v Colchester (7.45) 

Smhe « Wycombe (7.45) •■■■■ 

THIRD DIVISION 

Scarborough y Dallngton 

NATIONWIDE CONFERENCE 

Doncaster u Nontwncn (7.45) 

Forest Green v Barrow (7.451 

BANK OF SCOTLAND 
SCOTTISH PSEWER LEAGUE 

Hearts v Celtic (7.45) 

Rangers v Dunfenrfme (7 45) 

SCOTTISH LEAGUE FIRST DIVISION 

OydebonR v Ayr (7.30) 

PIM WORLD YOUTH CHAMPIONSHIP 
SECOND ROUND 

Republic of Ireland v Nigeria (3.0) 

(or Kano, hugerto) 

Qthar cterGiuna « Costa Rica (3.0) lot 
Kadma): Paraguay w Uruguay (6.0) for La- 
gos): Brazil v Croatia (6.QJ (of Calabar). 

DR MARTENS LEAGUE PHteVer DM- 

•iMB Boston Utd vTutMOrtti MdaodDI- 

«Ww Racing Warwick v Moor Groen: 
Wisbech v Stafford Rangers. Southern Di- 
nts tau St Leonards v Fisher. 

UMBOND LEAGUE Ant Division: Brad- 
ford PA v Ashton 

RYMAN IEAGUC Hnft DtabtoK Croydon 
v CWord Oty: Wwksrone v Wcmbfc-y HiW 
Division: Tiingy Avdey 
LEAGUE OF WALES: Aberystwytn tf 
Cwmbran. Gilbert League Cup aeml-n- 
uah Caernarfon Town v Bangor Oty. 

IMNSIQMLEAD KENT LEAGUE Planter 

DMsIon: Canterbury ir Heme Bay: Cray v 

emu. 

UWET SUSSEX OXWTY LEAOIE Hrtt 
D( vision: Eastbourne Town u Hassocks. 


SCREWFIX DRECT LEAGUE Premier 
Div is io n : Chippenham v Odd Down. 
NORTH WESTERN TRAINS LEAGUE 
Rrst DMsioa: Let* CSOB v Kidsrrove. 
Romsbottom v VauxhaU GM. 5t Hews v 
Atherton LR. 

NORTHERN COUNTIES EAST LEAGUE 
Premi er DMdon: Hallam v Thatfttov. 
ARNOTT INSURANCE NORTHERN 
LEAGUE CUP Semi-Mul: Jorrow Pool- 
ing v South Shields 

JEWISON WESSEX LEAGUE First Dhri- 

sbm Down ton v Portsmouth RN: Ham- 
tfe ASSC » Christchurch: Money Field v 
Bern er ton Heath Had. 


TODAY’S 

NUMBER 

$ 4,000 

The sum itt dollars 
(£2,500) which 
basketball player 
Karl Malone of Utah 
Jazz was fined for 
throunng a punch 
during the game 
against Houston on 
Sunday night. 


PONTINS LEAGUE Premier Division: 

Eiesnon v Blackburn (7.0). Nuum^ruini Fc« • 
»r ¥ Sunderland (/ 0|. « CV-it'y 

(7 15) Dtvtsfcin Cut Ban firry vGtdn.un 1/ Ol 
Burnley v WdverTijmplOr. (7 l5)CiiNr,'>v 
v Middiesbrougn |7 0): Poa Vak- « uouon 
(7 0) Second Division: Eh.rdloid » Shiwft- 
lx»y (2.0). Newcastle' v Lincoln l?i>i. 
Stockport v HuddeiSheld (7 Ol. Wli-lum 
V Blackpool (7.0): York v Nulls County (/ "i 
Third Division: Chcsirr In-Id v H.iln.ir 
(2 0). HaiKpod v Carlisle |.' Ol. Hu 'I v Xvn 
nvsrpe |2.0), Rochdale vOusiw ( 2 . 01 . V’W- 
sail « Bury |2.0] 

AVON INSURANCE COMBINATION Rrst 
DMsIon: Brighton v Boinei l/UI. '.am- 
bridge v Brentford (2 >l| uUUntfftvn i 
Cnefsea; Ipswicn v lMtenh.im |7 lit 0>i>vi 
v Watford. Swirwon v Svirn.impi.in r / l""i 
Reading v Boutnrnioutn 

RUGBV LEAGUE 
NORTHERN FORD PREMIERSHIP: 

Rcchdjle v Bartow [7 iOi 

RUGBY UNION 

REPRESENTATIVE MATCH: RAF . Roy- 
al Navy (7 Q| |df (Houckm fcf O 
WELSH NATIONAL LEAGUE Premier Di- 
vision: Pontypridd v I'hhw V.ift- ( r P.i 

AlB LEAGUE Second Division: n 

own v UCC (7 U| 

HART GILMORE NORTH MIDLANDS 
CHAMPIONSHIP: Gri-.ii.-i Fftrowneunr » 
Worts b HenHcvddwi; |7 iij (irt i anj- Hue 

BASKETBALL 

BUDWEISER CHAMPIONSHIP Play- 
offs second las: Shell ieid sunk. . 
Greater London l.eupatit) | / ft' I (<>r 
Forge). Thames V.illrv In'n-. <■ im-y 
Storm (8 0) 

OTHER SPORTS 

BOWLS: Engihn i ml. mi i mi- n 

rials (or Melton Mfiwbtav} 

ICE HOCKEY World Clt.inip*:n.J»|. P.a r: 
Great Bnlam v Pi.Jand |OI On-n-.i. 


TENNIS 

ATP BARCELONA OPEN Singles, first 
round: F Mdigeni fBral Ot M Rosser (Svari 
6-3 6-2. J A Mann |CR) bt F Ccsia (Sr a) 
0- 3 7 -Et. V Spudea (US) be M 1*>fTTun (Swri 

6- 4 6-3. J C Frrrerr.1 |5p| br T Carbonell 
iSp) 6-3 4-6 6-4. A Martin i5pl Or J No- 
sjft Repl 6-0 6-1 A Costa t5pi br A 
Gaudenti (If) 6-3 6-2. a Portas (Spi bt A 
Medvedev |IJhr) 6-4 6-1 . M ZatXlfe-r a [Arg) 
br SGrcsiean |Fr| 6-7 7-6 6-1 BUhhrach 
l via Repl 0t F Poig iSp) 7-6 6-l.M Puer- 
ta [Arg] br A Vcmea (Rbm) 6-1 2-6 6-4. 
F Mantilla (Sp) bt G BLi-VO (Sp) 6-2 6-0 
Second round: V El Ayrvaoui iMor) br A 
Correrp iSp| 7-6 6-3. 

JAPAN OPEN (Tokyo) Men’s singles, 
first nl: H Kaneko |J 3 pan) bt M Knpwiej 
iBcvr) 6-3 6-4. M Ovsng (US) w M Hill [Aiftl 
7 6 6-7 7-6. J van Lotlum (Nein) bt N Es- 
:udc [Fr] 6-2 6-4. P Goldstein IUSi bt H 
Dreekmann (Gerj 7.5 6-l 0 harbacher 
(Crfi bt 5 i^ampbell (US) 6-2 7-6. D Nestor 
IL.in) bt C Vinch (Ger) 4-6 6-3 6-3. L 
Buigsrouiiet n>n br p Wessels (Neihl 6-3 
V6 6-2 R Srepaneft 1C2 Pepi b> ) Tarang.;. 
117;.) 7-5 6-ft. MSeli H.iSj bt m Wo-adtorde 
I Area 7-6 2-6 ^ 3. u Fozz< (It) bt P VVassrn 
rNetnj 6-2 6.3 c Marmt (US) bt 6 Mac- 
)Tie tU5l 7-6 6-2 S Scrulirt-n iNc-rni bi 
W BLr> (Zimj 6-4 6-1. PSncnaphjn |liui| 
br \J S-imopaare (iri 6-3 7-6. h Car lien 
iEi-n| br P Sehurtlfr (Gert 6-2 c*-4. MTill- 
•-rrcvn |Swe| bt 1 hr.^lak (Slovak) 7-6 6-4 
J Kmppsamld [Ger I bt B Sieved INZ) 6-2 

7- 5. W Arthurs (Aos) bt M Roarigue; (Arg) 
n-« 6-3. {• Lartau (Can) bt T Suzuki 1 Japan! 
6-7 6-3 6-2 Women’s singles, first 
round: K-A Ouse (Ausl bt L Andre no |Fr] 
V 4 6- 1 M To tU5| w m Sn.iugnresvy I'Jbi 

WTA TOUR RANKINGS: 1 M Hingis 
iViuui 5.76iprs 2 l Daver.porr (Ui] 
b "‘.->1 3 U Vks iUS[ 4.033. * J Novl-t- 
n., (-..• Pep; i BiS. S S Gr if (Get) 3.079. 
6 V Williams (US) 3.990. 7 A Saner*-.- Vk- 
...... .Sp) 2.r34 7. 8 M Pierce (Frj 2 092 

9 s njji 2.080. 10 P Scniwdei 

1‘ Vi.ri fi72. 1 1 n Tjuii.il 1F1I 2 050. 12 
*• k-sr.i l (Fri 1 .994, 13 A Kcurnikava (Rusl 
I.' 11 -. - . 14 A Mjvinini) iFr) 1.059. I5D 
V..nP-».M lEkClf 1.316 16 A OVrter [SA, 
i.Sli. T7 II Zvereva l&el.il I 670. 18 C 
Mi.iii.<ec (Sp) T 625 19 £ Scrwn (A:ir) 

' 593 20 1 Spulea |Romj I 532 21 I 
h ,L,ni-Dr-M,gift (F 1 ) 1 4 ■, 1 72 E Livrva»t- 
-c.i |Ru'.j 1.461 23 t. Bub.n iUSl 
l.Jir.i 24H Njrvc.vd (Sii-.,..k| 1 275 2S 
S 1 6 ) 1.2. 1 Selected: 63 5 Smith 
1 GUI 



ZAFIRA. A work of genius. 
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Jockey charged with race-fixing 


■■ 


GRAHAM BRADLEY, one of the 
most senior and successful 
riders in the National Hunt 
weighing room, was charged 
yesterday with “conspiracy to 
cheat”, at the end of a two-year 
police investigation into 
alleged doping and race-fixing 
He will appear before Bow 
Street Magistrates Court 
today. 

Bradley, 3a, was charged 
under Section l tl» of the Crim- 
inal Law Act, 1977, in connec- 
tion with a race at Warwick on 
5 November 1996. Bradley rode 
Man Mood, who started a hot 
favourite at 7-4 on to beat his 
only rival. Drumstick, in the 
Oliver Cromwell Handicap 
Chase, but was pulled up by 
Bradley midway through the 
race. According to the official 


By Greg wood 


form book, Man Mood led to 
the llth fence, but was pulled 
up approaching tbe 12th. 
Drumstick, a 5-4 chance, fin- 
ished alone. 

A police statement said that 
the jockey had been charged 
that “on or before 5 November 
1996 within the jurisdiction of 
the Central Criminal Court, he 
did conspire with others to 
win for himself or others from 
bookmakers sums of money 
through wagering on the event 
of a horse race, by fraud or 
other unlawful devices in that 
he agreed that Man Mood, 
ridden by him, would not win 
the said race/ 


Charlie Brooks, the former 
trainer who prepared Man 
Mood but was holidaying in 
South Africa on the day of the 
race, was arrested along with 
Bradley in early January, but 
he was told yesterday that be 


answer bail and 25 minutes 
later, Monty Raphael, his legal 
representative, emerged to 
read a statement 

“Mr Brooks has been told 
that the police intend to take no 
further action so far as he is 


appreciative of all those in tbe 
racing world who have given 
him such tremendous support.” 

Yesterday’s charge against 
Bradley is thought to be un- 
precedented. the first ever 
brought against a current. 


HOW THE RACEFORM BOOK RECORDED THE 3.25 AT WARWICK 
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will face no further action. 

Brooks, who has retired as 
a trainer last year but still has 
a close involvement with 
horseracing via several media 
roles, arrived at Charing Cross 
police station at l.OOpm to 


concerned.” he said. "You will 
appreciate this has been a 
trying business for him and his 
faintly, be is therefore pleased 
that die matter has ended and 
that he can return to his life and 
future career. He is particularly 


licensed jockey by the police in 
connection with alleged race- 
fixing. 

Bradley lias ridden winners 
at all the top tracks, including 
Cheltenham and Ain tree. Last 
Saturday he rode Suny Bay 


into 13th place in the Grand 
National at Aintree. In 1998, the 
same partnership finished sec- 
ond in the National to Garth 
Summit At Aintree in 1993, he 
rode Morley Street a notably 
quirky character, to win the 
Martell Aintree Hurdle - a 
performance regarded as the 
finest piece of horsmanshi p 
seen for many years. In 2985, 
Bradley rode Rhyme ‘N 1 Rea- 
son to victory in the Irish 
Grand National at Fhirybouse. 

Bradley will also now be 
required to attend a meeting 
with the stewards of the 
Jockey Club in the near future. 
In a statement issued yester- 
day, the Club said that “in view 
of the serious nature of the 
charge, he will be asked to 
attend a meeting with the 


stewards, at which they will 
consider what, if any, action to 
be taken under the Rules of 
Racing. Graham Bradley wiU 
have the opportunity to be 
legally represented at the 
meeting.’’ 

The Jockey Club added that 
they anticipate that meeting 
taking place by the end of this 
week. 

Yesterday’s charge marks 
the low point of a riding career 
which has often swung wildly 
between success and contro- 
versy. In the course of almost 
two decades in the saddle, 
Bradley has won the Chel- 
tenham Gold Cup on Bregawn 
as long ago as 1983, and the 
Champion Hurdle just three 
years ago, on Collier Bay- In 
that year's race, Bradley had 



Bradley- Charged 


been expected to partner * 
Alderbrook, the defending * 
champio n, but lost the ride | 
after oversleeping. I 

Racing, pages 22 and 23 


A traditional 


start to new 

- snow 


season 


THE FIRST delivery of the new 
County Championship season 
was a full toss that left its in- 
tended target mopping him- 
self down. Not blood, water. 
Snowballs were all Durham 
could unleash with a vengeance 
yesterday after the heavily- 
laden storm that scudded 
across the sky clouds laid down 
their burden down at tbe River- 
side. 

Durham's headquarters at 
Chester-1 e-Street looked perfect 
for the county's next Christmas 
card after it was buried under 
a carpet of snow by a steady foil 
through die morning but use- 
less for its proper purpose. No 
on the first day of their opening 
match against Worcestershire. 

The Championship is making 
an early start this season to 
make room for the World Cup 
and the visit of the New Zealand 
tourists, but April is not the most 
reliable month. Showers are 
one thing, but snow, hailstorms 
and thunder is just not cricket 

“We could have played here 
at any time during the last 
three weeks,” Durham's new 
groundsman, David Measor, 
said. “Even after the wet win- 
ter the ground was dry and we 
were ready to start” 


CRICKET 


by mark Burton 


Rain put paid to play be- 
tween Lancashire and Sussex 
at Old Ttafford, but the county 
champions, Leicestershire, 
were able to get underway 
against Essex at Chelmsford in 
spite of the squally showers and 
bursts of hail and sleet Just like 
the weather, this was a contest 
between the best and the worst, 
the hosts having finished bot- 
tom of the table last summer AD 
things considered, their return 
of 91 for 2 through the inter- 
ruptions was not bad. 

Not as good, though, as Sur- 
rey’s. Every kind of weather 
imaginable, with the exception 
of fog, took turns to sweep 
across The Oval where 
Gloucestershire put the home 
side in, no doubt assuming that 
the inevitable interruptions 
would disrupt the batsmen's 
rhythm. But every time the 
sun returned, the left-handers 
Mark Butcher and Ian Ward 
looked as if they were batting 
on a shirt-front at the height of 
summer piling up an unbroken 
124 opening partnership. 
Reports, scoreboard, page 21 



Snowballs not bails are David Boon's concern at Durham’s Cbester-le-Street headquarters on the first day of their opening County Championship match yesterday 
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ACROSS 

I Key proposal’s out of 
order causing uproar (9) 

6 Protection for soldier, 
in the main, when 
retreating (5) 

9 Often seeming 
somewhat strained (5) 

10 Hesitate to get out, 
though sick at heart (9) 

II The dogs ran off. being 
wilfiil flO) 

12 Weak condition besets a 
homeless person f4) 

14 South African involved 
in rough campaign (7) 

15 Storm follows public 
scandal (7) 

17 Height of excellence? 
(3,4) 

19 F>.naticai struggle at 
the end? (3-4) 

20 In this way is repeatedly 


indifferent (2-2) 

22 Fruit tree woman left to 6 
wither (5-5) 

25 Intensity of a child-like 7 
appeal (9J 

26 He s the first heading off 8 
deeper (5) 

27 By the sound of it, for- 13 
mer period's run out (5) 

28 Training run’s hard but 14 

keep going (9) 16 


18 


21 


DOWN 

1 Comer field? to) 

2 Insignificant work of 
art? (9) 

3 Obscure words have to 
be translated - nothing 
in that (10) 

4 Opposite method of 23 

writing? (4) 

5 Refusal by prison to 24 

prosecute? It's 


impossible (2J3,2) 

Soothe fears after losing 
a partner (4) 

Said to gather In African 
republic (5) 

City where English fel- 
lows get in protection <9/ 
Simplify current policy 
(10) 

Capital country? (445) 
Immediately visible, a 
label on a weapon (24,6) 
Model's elated by 

one for tbe part 
(.7) 

Get out and find a way 
to meet upper-class 
representative (5) 
Cheek’s a sensitive spot 
(5) 

Charge a pound for 
experience (4) 


Owen faces scan 


for tendon damage 
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MICHAEL OWEN is still waiting 
to discover whether his season 
is over after suffering a ham- 
string injury at Leeds on Mon- 
day night. 

The Liverpool striker has un- 
dergone a hospital scan to es- 
tablish if there is tendon 
damage amid fears he could be 
ruled out for the rest of the sea- 
son, missing England’s friendly 
against Hungary* in Budapest 
on28ApriL 

Owen pulled up as he raced 
on to Steve McManaman’s 
through-ball at EUand Road 
and fell to the floor clutching tbe 
back of his right leg. 

The Liverpool manager, 
Gerard Houliier, is concerned 
that it is a case of history 
repeating itself, as Owen 
suffered the same injury at 
Derby a month ago. 

u We took him off as a pre- 
caution,” said Houliier. “It 
maybe doesn’t look as bad as we 
first thought, although it could 
be damage on the tendon.” 

Owen's injury is a further 
blow to Liverpool's Uefa Cup 
hopes after Robbie Fowler was 
given a six-game ban by the 
Football Association for an 
incident involving the Chelsea 
defender Graeme Le Saux and 
his goal celebration in the 
Merseyside derby, when he 
pretended to snort cocaine. 

“To lose Michael and Robbie 
at the same time does give us 
a real problem," admitted Houl- 
liec who will look to the German 
international Karlheinz Riedle 
to step in to the breach for tbe 
season's run-in. 

Riedle has made only 13 
starts this season but Houliier 


FOOTBALL 


By Paul Dowling 


will need his experience 
towards the end of the season 
as Liverpool continue to chase 
a European place. 

Rwier has still not appealed 
against his six-game suspension 
and £32,000 fine. Indeed, the FA 
has not yet received any notifi- 
cation from Fowler or his 
representatives, but the Liver- 
pool striker still has until 23 April 
to lodge an appeal. 

Despite Fowler’s disciplinary 
brushes with the FA. Kevin 
Keegan, the England coach, wiU 
not be under pressure to drop 
him from the England squad for 
the friendly with Hungary 

Because of fitness doubts 
hanging over Owen and Chris 
Sutton, who has effectively been 
ruled out for the rest of the 
season with a groin problem, 
Fowler has a chance of not 
only making the squad but pos- 
sibly even the game itself. 

The double injury blow has 
drastically reduced Keegan’s 
striking options for the friendly 
in Hungary. He may well favour 
giving a second chance to Alan 
Shearer and Andy Cole, who 
played against Poland last 
month, to develop their strike 
partnership ahead of the Euro 
2000 qualifiers against Sweden 
and Bulgaria in June. But 
Cole's recent form has been suf- 
fering, and Keegan may prefer 
to leave some first-choice 
players from Manchester Unit- 
ed, Arsenal or Chelsea out of his 
squad, given their extensive 
club commitments. 


Although some FA council- 
lors may feel that Fowler’s 
recent indiscipline should 
count against him, there will be 
no official request made to 
Keegan to leave the striker 
out, even if his ban may leave 
him short of match practice for 
the Euro qualifiers in June. 

In the past, players under- 
going lengthy domestic sus- 
pensions would have 
automatically been ruled out of 
international games. 

However, FA spokesman 
Steve Double confirmed: “Do- 
mestic suspensions mean just 
that Players remain available 
for any possible international 
call-ups.” 

Fbwtec who has won eight in- 
ternational caps, is therefore al- 
most certain to be included in 

the squad that will be named by 

Keegan next Thursday - with 
yesterday’s confirmation of the 
date being another indication 
that the match is still likely to 
go ahead. 

However, with Owen and 
Sutton missing, Keegan will be 
looking for another two strik- 
ers to increase his options up 
front Tottenham’s Chris Arm- 
strong was the player called up 
as a late replacement for the 
Poland game, with his dub- 
mate Les Ferdinand suffer- 
ing from a slight injury 
problem. 

Emile Heskey, though, 
should also feature if judged fit 
after his recent back problems, 
while Paul Merson returned to 
first-team action for Aston VQla 
with a spariding substitute's dis- 
play against Southampton last 
weekend. 



1 ‘ L :CQU, 


The new N-Class server from Hewlett -Packard is 
the first computer in the world that's ready for - 
Ihe new Intel IA-64 processor. 


64-bt compu&ig is the future, ft's not just about . 
higher perfomwnca Intel IA-64 wfl let companies- 
use just one processor architecture throughout 


support costs. 

Can for our Executive Briefing, or visit 


. ;.'Gf.32n:/hr 


ra 


HBWLETt* 

nACKAJRO 


r^sresData 

0800 228888. wwwjnorsacom/hp 




] t>U* r £> Ij&Q 1 
















t' C: 


A 




tig 


a* L'.t 

feline 
1 cf !> ; ;C 



Charge 


“T' r; . e: '*P^c:.MQ 


hui >4:* 

J ^ , na. pag ^ 


¥THE INDEPENDENT 


< 2 


BUSINESS REVIEW 


Poisoned Chalice 

THE TV EVAN6ELIST, THE BANK OF SCOTLAND AND AN UNHOLY ROW 






L* V * 




*-V 4 ->. 


t'rA v’U' 


HJK'JJ 


n.,,1 JvSeS 


•V > • 


i 


Inside: How BT made the right connections, page 5 
The smart money on the banker’s banker, page 6 
Plus: Diane Coyle, Derek Pain and The Trader 


INCLUDES FINANCE AND INVESTMENT 
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THE BUSINESS WORLD 


Can we learn to love excessive 



THE BUSINESS Implications of the 
conquest of inflation will dominate 
strategic thinking in the early years 
of the nest millennium. 

Probably the most important 
consequence of low inflation is that 
relative price movements become 
very apparent - and those who put 
up prices are quickly accused of 
profiteering. And so, as macro- 
economic counter-inflation policy 
moves out of the political limelight, 
we see micnheconomic policy mov- 
ing to centre stage. 

In the 1970s and 1980s the stan- 
dard medicine for too much 
inflation was to print less money. 
Now, the fashionable cure is 
increased competition. 

It is a cure that goes well with the 
New Labour policy agenda. New 
Labour wants to be business- 
friendly. Business is all about mak- 
inga profit Hbt profit was anathema 
to Old Labour. So a new synthesis 
is emerging, which says that a nor- 
mal return on capital is respectable, 
indeed necessary, but that exces- 
sive profits are obscene. 

High profits are a sign of too high 
prices, and the cure for both is more 


competition An example of this has 
been the furore over the super- 
markets. 

The big food retailers have given 
us efficient modem shopping ma- 
chines feat are always crowded with 
people who profess to dislike them. 
The press ran several “rip-off 
Britain” stories last summer when 
the strong pound pushed UK shop 
prices above their Continental 
counterparts. 

But who is to blame for high 
prices? Before macro-economic 
policy was taken out of the political 
arena, fee press might have focused 

on the exchange rate Instead, it ran 
a profit story. So it was not long be- 
fore the Government launched an 
Office of Ffcir Trading (OFT) enquiry, 
which concluded that the food re- 
tailers warranted investigation by 
the Competition Commission. 

When the OFT investigates an in- 
dustry it is because a small number 
of suppliers have a stranglehold on 
the market The aim is to define a 
market, show that a few players haw 
a very large share, and nail them for 
abusing a dominant position. 

But it is difficult to make this kind 


of charge stick in the case of food 
re tailin g! supermarkets were in- 
vented to lure the once-a-week 
car-bound shopper, who is willing 
to drive some distance to save a few 
pounds on the weekly shop. 
The market is clearly pretty 
competitive. 

But some stores do make a lot 
of money. So the OFT looked di- 
rectly at profits, aiming to show that 
the "supermarkets were making 
an excessive return on capital. 
What does excessive mean? 



Bill 

Robinson 


The issue is complex - indeed the 
regulation of the privatised utilities 
has spawned a whole new literature 
on the subject 

Successful innovation in any 
sphere usually generates big prof- 
its. Innovators such as Microsoft 
and the Internet entrepreneurs 
are modern variations on an old 
theme: early settlers take a big risk, 
but can reap the biggest rewards. 

But for every success story there 
are many failures. The 
returns of the successful are not the 


Profits that appear 
at first glance 
excessive may 
nevertheless be 
socially acceptable. 


norm. 

In some spheres, the impor- 
tance of innovation and the im- 


portance of rewarding the suc- 
cessful, are explicitly recognised. 
For instance, chug companies tan 
earn huge returns on their capital 
if they find a way to produce a drug 
for a few pence and then sell it for 
several pounds. Patent laws 
will protect the company from 
imitators. 

These laws provide a proper re- 
ward for the huge sums spent by 
innovators on research and de- 
velopment If they were repealed 
the nation's dr ug s bill would plum- 
met - but there would be no new 
drugs. So we allow the pharma- 
ceutical industry to be the most 
profitable Industry in the world. 

Pharmaceutical companies typ- 
ically plough a large proportion of 
their profits back into research. 
The rates of return earned by the 
pharmaceutical industry - which 
are way in excess of the normal re- 
turn on equity capital - provide the 
incentive (and in some cases the 
funds) for further innovation. 

The pharmaceutical example 
illustrates the point that profits that 
appear at first glance excessive 
may nevertheless be socially ac- 


ceptable Sriiaprofits may pnmae 

both a reward for running risk and 

an incentive to innovation, 
may also supply fee funding for 
further innovation. 

We may be able to live with ex- 
cessive* profits for drugs compa- 
nies; but what about property 
speculators? Although it may be 
harder to swallow, fee same argu- 
ments apply. 

A successful development - the 
shopping mafl at Brent Cross or the 

huge Broadgate complex in the City 
for example — c” n command very 
high rents, which suggests that 

someone is earnmg a very high re- 
turn cm capital But nobody (yet) is 

rnftTg k.-ii .ltf rtllll flip* rlwpIntVffi Hr m- 


food shopping experience, fee 
grocery retail revolution is far from 
OTOE fbod distribution has caught 

... ' mw ■ 


can It has not yet- come to terms 


r- 

vestigatedbyfeeOFIJandri^Jtiyso. 

The financiers took a very large 
risk, and fee results of their enter- 
prise are shops and offices for 
which people willingly pay high 
rents. If those rewards for success 
were, disavowed, there would be no 
further innovation. 

Fbod retailers need similar in- 
centives. Although they have been 
pretty innovative over the past 
decade or two, and transformed the 


transform shopping from home. 
The retailers still need the' 
incentive to innovate. 

Does this mean feat we should 
stop worrying about the profitabil- 
ity of supermarkets? Not quite, be- 
cause there is one important 
feature of the food retailing indus- 
try that certainly is stifling compe- 
tition: planning restrictions. 

Successive governments have 
decreed that the success of out-of- 
town retailing is threatening town . 
centres, and have imposed all kinds 
of restrictions on developments. . 

So if there is a problem about the 
profitability of these stores, it is 
largely of the Government’s mak- 
ing. AH of which makes it rather dif- 
ficult to predict where an 
investigation of fee profitability of 
supermarkets will lead. 


Bill Robinson is o director af&ie 
consultancy London Economics 


DATELINE: MILAN 


Fall of Italy’s high 


priest of banking 


ON THE surface nothing has 
changed. Each weekday morn- 
ing Enrico Cuccia. the 91-year- 
old high priest of Italian fi- 
nance, leaves his Milan apart- 
ment shortly after eight His 
hunched figure in navy wool 
coat wife matching hat and 
cashmere scarf moves pur- 
posefully across the piazza in 
front of La Scala opera house 
to his office at No 10 via Filo- 
drammatici, fee headquarters 
of Italy's only real merchant 
bank, Mediobanca. 

But the dramatic events of 
fee past month mean Cuccia, 
who has pulled the strings of 
Italian finance for half a century, 
is no longer the puppet master, 
his marionettes have begun to 
move by themselves and he 
risks finding himself sidelined. 

Sunday is normally a sa- 
cred day of rest for Milan's dri- 
ven financial community. But by 
the evening of 21 March, two 
friendly takeover bids by Italian 
banks totalling $26bn had 
changed Italian credit for ever. 

Unicredito Itaiiano, the 
country's biggest bank in mar- 
ket capitalisation, launched a 
$16.4 play for its rival Banca 
Commerriale Italiana. to create 
“Eurobanca". to become Italy’s 
largest financial institution. 

Hours L.ter that record was 
broken when Turin-based San 
Paolo-IMI, Italy's biggest bank 
in terms of assets, had offered 
$9.7bn dollars for Banca di 
Roma. Both share-swap deals 
depend on shareholder accep- 
tance and approval by the stock 
market watchdog. Never had 
two such massive deals been 
struck without the blessing of 
Enrico Cuccia. Mediobanca 
had been gambling on a merg- 
er between Banca Commer- 
eiale Italiana and Banca di 
Roma. As the deals were fi- 


by Frances Kennedy 


nalised, Mediobanca execu- 
tives were barricaded in their 
16th-century palazzo head- 
quarters with the press outside. 
Cuccia had forgone his usual 
Sunday afternoon tea at the 
Caffe Ambroeus in a desperate 
attempt to orchestrate a 
counter-attack. 

The deals mean a transfer of 
power that would seriously un- 
dermine the independence of 
fee merchant bank and leave it 
exposed to predators. Sixteen 
per cent of the capital of 
Mediobanca would be in fee 
hands of Unicredit-Comit and 
8 per cent with San Paolo- 
Banca di Roma. 

The irony was that Enrico 
Cuccia, who countless times 
bailed out fee hig names of Ital- 
ian industry, from Agnelli to 
Fbrruzzi to Pirelli, now has to 
try to save himself. 

The enigmatic Sicilian 
banker is arguably the most in- 
fluential economic figure in 
postwar Italy. Mediobanca was 
born onlO April 1946, on the ini- 
tiative of the liberal banker 
Raflaefle Mattioli. Cuccia, al- 
ready identified as a financial 
whizz, was put in charge 

Its aim was to serve fee 
needs of industry after the Sec- 
ond World Whr but Cuccia soon 
widened that brief, turning it 
into Italy’s first menfoantbank 
during exceptionally rapid 
growth in time for Italy’s “eco- 
nomic miracle” of fee Sixties. 

Cuccia forged alliances with 
the big family dynasties of Ital- 
ian capitalism. The Agnellis of 
Fiat, the Pirelli tyremakers, 
the Femizzi agrochemicals 
empire, fee DeBenedetti fam- 
ily at Olivetti were all part of 
what became known as fee sa- 
lotto buono - the exclusive 


drawing room of Italian indus- 
try Cuccia protected them from 
foreign predators and from fee 
state. He also set up a complex 
web of cross-shareholdings that 
linked fee various planets in the 
Mediobanca galaxy. 

These inter-related compa- 
nies would support one anoth- 
er in times of difficulty and avoid 
having to resort to share issues 
or bank loans. 

Giuseppe Turani, editor of 
Uomini e Business magazine, 
says: “Cuccia ensured fee var- 
ious figures on the economic 
scene didn’t scrap among 
themselves. He decreed when 
someone should make an exit, 
certainly not competitors or 
fee free market. 

“Secondly, when a group 
was in deep crisis, everything 
came to a halt and Cuccia 
moved in. He had a good look 
at fee books, called in the banks 
(often ordering them to provide 
credit or underwrite highly 
risky recapitalisations) and at 
times he sorted out new man- 


agers." 

Crucial to Cuccia's overall 
strategy were the three then 
state-con trolled banks, fee 
Banca Commerciale Itaiiano, 
Credito Itaiiano and Banca 
Nazionale del Lavoro. They 
held stakes in Mediobanca and 
could be called on to provide 
cash when required. The rela- 
tionship was perverse; instead 
of shareholder banks control- 
ling Mediobanca, Cuccia is- 
sued fee orders. 

The success of Mediobanca 
was due to Cuccia's extraordi- 
nary financial acumen but also 
his personality. He has never 
given an interview and attends 
public functions reluctantly. 
Photos of Cuccia, with his heav- 
ily lidded eyes, high forehead, 
thick lips and hunched shoul- 


ders are rare. There is an un- 
derground tunnel feat links 
Mediobanca to the next door 
palazzo, allowing staff and 
clients to come and go without 
being noticed. 

Among fee few journalists to 
have met Cuccia is Piero Ot- 
tone, a former editor of Cor- 
riere della Sera. 

He said: “IHe is] a man of 
exemplary Integrity and rigor- 
ous principles in his personal 
life, who received a modest 
salary and conducted a modest 
lifestyle, although be backed 
some dubious characters. 
When told he'd supported 
someone that he himself de- 
fined a thief, he would point to 
fee chairs on which his visitors 
sit, saying, ‘If you only knew 
how many rotters have sat 
there’." 

Ottone says much of the 
enigma of Cuccia can be ex- 
plained by his deeply ingrained 
Sicilian culture. “That demands 
absolute loyalty in exchange for 
loyalty. To fee men he sup- 
ported he would forgive almost 
anything, but not betrayaL" 

Critics say Cuccia hampered 
competition, prevented Italian 
companies from “growing up", 
stopped fee banking sector 
from developing and sold minor 
shareholders short Romano 
Prodi, the recently nominated 
President of the European 
Commission, once described 
fee power of Mediobanca as “a 
threat to economic democracy 
in Italy". 

For some commentators the 
advent of European Monetaiy 
Union sounded fee death knell 
of the Cuccia-Mediobanca- 
Italian capitalism system. Cuc- 
cia's flaw, they argue, was 
pride, thinking he could resist 
change rather than adapt to it 

They also point to feedete- 



Enrico Caocia, puppet-master of post-war Italian banking, has been outmanoeuvred in two recent deals GrasiaNeri 


notation of two specially close 
relationships; wife Italy’s most 
powerful family, fee Agnellis, 
and wife Lazard FrCres. 

fbr years Cuccia had a dose 
rapport with fee mythical 
Andre Mayer Lazard's founder 
The two banks share control of 
Assicurazioni Generali, one of 
Europe's biggest insurance 
firms, but fee relationship has 
turned frosty. When one of 
Mediobanca's most promising 
middle managers Gerardo 
Braggiotti, was sacked in De- 
cember 1997, he became senior 
partner in Lazard Proof that 
loyalties no longer lie wife Cuc- 
da showed when Fiat helped to 
organise fee San Paolo- Banca 
di Roma deal - it holds shares 
in both - and Lazard brokered 
fee Unicredito deal. 

Many point the finger at 
Mediobanca's managing di- 
rector, 61 -year-old Vincenzo 


Maranghi, Cuccia’s dauphin. 
They say he lacks vision, makes 
strategic errors and is respon- 
sible for a run of failures feat 
marked fee decline in Medio- 
banca's power. Apart from 
snubbing Umberto Agnelli, 
brother of patriarch Giovanni, 
and irritating Deutsche Bank, 
Marangjbi has also made ene- 
mies in much of fee banking 
establishment. ... 

“Cuccia is arrogant but he is 
a genius,’’ said Fabio Tambur- 
rini, author of A Sicilian m 
Milan, a biography of Cuccia. 
“Maranghi has always dis- 
played incredible arrogance 
while making mistake after 
mistake." 

More signs that Medioban- 
ca was waning came with the 
failure of the 1996 Supergemi- 
na project a fusion feat would 
have saved the Femizzi group, 
another family holding. The 


revelation of massive losses in 
Gemim and fee intervention of 
a magistrature thwarted that 

Lastyeat Piero Marzotto op- 
posed the marriage, matched 
by Cuccia, of his textile group 
with another conglomerate, 
HDE And a two-year campaign 
to wed Banca Commerciale 
and Banca di Roma failed ac- 
rimoniously the week before the 
Unicredito and San Paolo deals. 
If both mergers proceed, there 
are question marks over fee fu- 
ture of Cucda and fee bank he 
founded. 

Should he step aside, there 
are no obvious successors. 
Conflict with Maranghi has 
seen an exodus of top man- 
agement since 1996. 

Whoever is in charge, 
Mediobanca will change. It may 
try to carve a strictly mer- 
chant banking role, divesting it- 
self of its stakes in Italian 


companies. If it is the subject*-' 
of a takeover bid, it could divest 1 
itself of only minor holdings, re- , 
maining essentially as it is, bat T 
fused with the raider: ; • 

“It’s not a large or structured^ 
organisation,” says Fabio Thm- " 
burrinL “There are only 300 em- : 1 
ployees. It’s a boutique so it wflL- 
be difficult for them to compete , 
solely in that sector." ‘ ^ 

There are jewels in the.^ 
Mediobanca portfolio. It holds 
strategic share packets in ap- J - 
petising companies such as% 
Generali and SAI (insurance)^- 
Pirelli (tyres) Compart(chere'’-; 
icals) HDF (media and tex- 
tiles) Falck and Fondiaria-^ • 
(steel). The presence of Cucda 1 ;* ; 
has always been a protection for L 
these companies against 
rauders. In future their onjyf ’ 
defence will be staying corn^ 
petitive and seeking strategic \ 
alliances themselves. ■ 
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Business week 

Can US chief executives justify 
pay packages that average S/Om? 


OUTRAGEOUS? WELL, yes and no. 
Many CEOs appear to be earning 
their keep. Thanks to options, fee 
link between pay and performance 
has never been tighter Enormous 
value had been created by maity of 
these top execs. And shareholders 
are not complaining either. 

But times are exceptionally good 
for executives to strut their stuff. It’s 
too easy to confuse genius wife a bull 
market What to do? To ensure that 
only the best performers reap their 
just rewards, we support Alan 
Greenspan in advocating indexed 
options. Give CEOs options that 
have no value unless the stock ac- 
tually does better than a market or, 
a peer group index. High pay is OK 
only if supported by performance. 

- Editorial 


Financial News 

Placing new restraints on i&rii'ariLw 


uwtld be unnecessary and unwise 


THE WORLD Bank’s snipe at the $50 
trillion derivatives industry is some- 
what uncharacteristic. De riv a tiv es 
instruments help tease apart fee 
strands of risk entwining fee global 
economy. They offer investors untold 
opportunities to assess the merits of 
government policy In doing so they 
attract capital to well-managed 
economies and facilitate flows out of 
those feat are unsound. This is evi- 
dent not just in emerging markets 
but in Gio countries such as Italy. 

lb levy an ill-conceived regulatory 
framework on emerging market 
derivatives now would be to punish 
those countries making painful but 
rewarding strifes towards recovery, 
and those which have turned their 
back on the free-xnaiket principle. 

-Editorial 


The Washington post 

On how Brazil has come back 
from the brink of recession 


IN JANUARY, Brazil conducted a 
crisis devaluation of the currency. It 
was a cruel blow to a lower dass al- 
ready absorbing severe punishment, 
and also to a middle class scarcely 
more securely perched on the lower 
rungs of a society notorious for its 
income disparities. Yet it did not pro- 
duce the widely-feared Brazilian 
meltdown. Brazilians still expect 
negative growth tins yean 
Nonetheless, developments in 
Brazil can be regarded as an 
achievement They do more thao win 
President Fernando Henrique Car- 
doso fee further respect of the in- 
ternational financial set. They 
confront the twice-elected former 
professor wife fee opportunity to 
tackle more demanding reform. 

-Editorial 


Financial Times 

On Europe after the euro 's 
first one hundred days 


WITH INFLATION subdued, the cen- 
tral question becomes an assess- 
ment of the scale of the trouble fating 
the real economy. It is serious. Euro- 
zone growth has collapsed. Domes- 
tic demand is sickly and business 
confidence and investment are 
terribly weak. Monetary easing 
alone will not cure Europe’s 
economic iDs. Fbr too long, politicians 
have avoided fee difficult liberali- 
sation needed to unleash enterprise 
and help unemployment faff 
Since fee launch of fee euro, too 
many politicians have been second- 
guessing the ECB. After the ECB's 
first rate cut it is time for govern- 
ments to play their part If monetary 
union brings economic reform, that 
real|y will bea reason to drinka toast 
-Editorial 


The ECONOMIST 

Why America is fighting a just 
trade war oivr bananas 


BUT sureia; a liberal might plead, the 
EU should protect poor Caribbean 
banana growers against heartless 
American multinationals? Is not bend- 
ing world trade rules a small price to 
pay for helping the poor? No, it is a 
large price to pay, and for not very 
much help. Thade restrictions are not 
a good way to help poor countries; 
trade rules are too important to 
global prosperity: Moreover; fee ba- 
nana regime is a rich man's racket 
It costs European consumers 
about $2bn (£1 i4bo) a year. Of that, 
around $lbn (£0.G2bn) goes to the dis- 
tributors. Banana growers in the poor 
countries get only «l50m (mm) a 
year If the EU wants to help, it should 
throw open its banana market and 
increase direct aid to the Caribbean. 

-Editorial 


Fortline 

On what China stands to gain 
from the World Trade Organisation 


WHAT WORRIES China is the short 
term: the impact on state industries. 
With a stability-obsessed leader- 
ship alarmed by rising unemploy- 
ment, the list of potential WTO 
casualties is long, China may call it- 
self a “developing" country, but a 
more accurate label is “semi-re- 
formed". And the further Peking 
indies towards market reform, the 
tougher become the the choices. 

From this perspective, China’s 
drawn-out WTO entry bid simply 
mghiighto a more fundamental chal- 
lenge for the Chinese leadership; 
how to get the country from an 
opattoe, state-dominated economy to 
a rules-based free-market system 
without eroding the pillars of one- 
party power. 

- Editorial. Richard IbmJin™ 


BARRON’S 
On the impact of overstated 
earnings on Wall Street " -y- 
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Mind-blowing valuations and *- 
speculative frenzy by no means etf‘. . 
haust the list of things that trouble-, 
us about fee level of the market. Fur 4 *- " 
ported earnings are a sore subject *{■ 
as wefl. We've long bada gripeabovt’ \ 
taking huge anticipatory chatgesip? r 
a bad yean so as to puff up earning? 
the next Equally irksome ishyptoS _ 
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its would have been reduced b 
whopping 56 per cent in 1997 and SC; 
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The American TV evangelist F^t Robertson is watched by millions. The Bank of Scotland thought this would be useftil for its online hanking venture - bat misjudged the moral mood Roberto Borea 
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FOR PAT ROBERTSON. Bank of Scotland 
seemed like the perfect partner. One of 
Britain's most venerable and sober finan- 
cial institutions, it is the oldest existing UK 
dearing bank, having been first established 
in 1695, and has a reputation for the kind 
of Scottish Calvinist solidity which places 
reputation before risk and regards gam- 
bling with its £60bn of assets as a moral sin 
rather than a corporate opportunity. 

Its chairman goes by the title of Gov- 
ernor a position which, in theory if not in 
practice, is equal to that of the Governor 
trf the Bank of England, and it prints its own 
bank notes. Ebr Mr Robertson's particular 
brand of religious conservatism, it ap- 
peared the ideal partner. 

There was also a sentimental reason for 
£}tr Robertson to forge links. The year that 
Thank of Scotland was founded, 1695, was 
also the date when Mr Robertson’s an- 
cestor the Rev James Robertson, set sail 
from Scotland for the New World It was 
uncanny almost as if this venture had been 
preordained 

Fbr Bank of Scotland, Mr Robertson also 
seemed to offer unparalleled opportunities. 
He is one of America's most accomplished 
TV evangelists, as well as a highly suc- 
cessful businessman in his own right The 
idea of setting up a low-cost online bank in 
the US with Mr Robertson responsible for 
the promotion, seemed just too good to re- 
sist 

Going online is regarded as very much 
the way forward for retail banking and it of- 
fers new entrants such as Bank of Scotland 
the opportunity to establish a market po- 
sition at virtually no cost The millions of 


By Andrew Marshall and Andrew Collier 




2*5 to watch Mr Robertson’s shows offered 
a captive, and potentialtyvery lucrative mar- 
ket It seemed like a deal made in heaven. 

Except that this is not how it turned out 
Bank of Scotland's association with Mr 
Robertson has turned into a public rela- 
tions disaster of monumental proportions. 
Hundreds of students, union leaders, 
politicians and church activists have de- 
clared a boycott of Bank of Scotland in 
protest, and the link-up has been almost ■ 
universally condemned in the Scottish ' 
press. 

Some protesters have handcuffed then- 
selves to the railings of the bank’s Edin- 
burgh headquarters. Mr Robertson, they 
say is a bigot, whose anti-gay anti-feminist 
and often extreme right-wing views should 

haro ggt wa rning lights flashing among tile 
staid grey suits at Bank of Scotland. 

Both the bank and Mr Robertson are de- 
terminedto ride the storm. Mr Robertson, 

is daimed, has in the past been able to 
divert hurricanes with the power of prayer 
and if he can do that, surely he should be 
able weather this gale. 

But, with the bank’s share price begin- 
ning to suffer; and the possibility that the 
current comparatively limited protest 
could grow into something more damag- 
ing, doubts are beginning to creep in. 

Certainly foe normally thick-skinned Mr 
Robertson bas been shewed to his core by . 


I t looked like a marriage made in heaven. The bank 
with the impeccable Calvinist credentials and the 
pastor with an interest in online banking. But the 
American TV evangelist the Rev Pat Robertson moved 
in ways that were too mysterious for the conservative 
parishioners of Edinburgh, and the Bank of Scotland found itself embroiled 
in an unholy public relations disaster of near biblical proportions 


BANK OF SCOTLAND! 


the degree of hostility. “I’m just appalled 
by foe distortion”, he has been quoted as 
saying. “They [the British medial make foe 
American press look like choir boys. Tm 
proud of my Scottish heritage but that pride 
has been somewhat diminished over recent 
weeks." 

So who is Mr Robertson, and why do so 
many Scots find him so objectionable? 
These are just some of Mr Robertson’s 
views: he thinks gays are Satanists, that 
Presbyterians are the “spirit of foe Anti- 
Christ”, and that Hindus and Muslims are 
inferior to Christians. 

Pat Robertson is a businessman, a 
politician and a religious leaden and about 
as controversial as you can get in each 
sphere. His varied activities over the past 
decade have prompted many to ask which 
pursuit comes first for him, and how for his 
different activities are kept separate. 

Mr Robertson is a hugely wealthy man 
who lives on a mountain in Virginia. The 
Christian Coalition, the religious and po- 
litical group which he founded, has 1.8 mil- 
lion members, 1,900 chapters and brings 
in tens of millions of dollars in donations 
every year If what Bank of Scotland is look- 
ing for is someone with expertise in com- 
munication, modern campaigning 
techniques and a grasp of technology, 
then Mr Robertson certainly has his at- 
tractions. 

But that is balanced by his public image. 
Mr Robertson is a controversial figure in 
foe US. hugely popular amongst conserv- 
ative Christians but loathed by the politi- 
cal centre and left He has put himself in 
the spotlight not just for his statements 
about gays and other religions, but by a se- 
ries of legal actions that have, in effect, told 
him to render unto Caesar that which is 
Caesar's - ot; in other words, to pay his 
taxes. 

His views on gays have embarrassed 
even his followers on occasions. For in- 
stance, be forecast that tornadoes, hurri- 
canes and perhaps a meteor would strike 


Disney World in Orlando because it hosLs 
gay events. “Many of those people involved 
with Adolf Hitler were Satanists. many of 
them were homosexuals." be has said. 
"The two things seem to go together.” 

He is not that friendly towards other 
Christian denominations, let alone other 
religions. “You say you’re supposed to be 
nice to the Episcopalians and the Pres- 
byterians and Lhe Methodists 
and this, that, and the . 

other thing,” he said on - '?£ 

January 14, 1991. "Non- ' 

sense. I don't have to be ' v -J 

nice to the spirit of the fM Sk -, 

Anti-Christ" 

Mr Robertson has also tthraa 

insulted Hindus and Mus- 
lims. “Wien I said during 
my presidential bid that I j WEm 

would only bring Chris- - Bp 

bans and Jews into the 
government I hit a »T 

firestorm. ’What do you T* 

mean?* the media chal- 
lenged me. 'You're not going 
to bring atheists into the gov- , 

eminent? How dare you main- 
tain that those who believe in the 
Judeo-Christian values are bet- ^ajgj 

ter qualified to govern America 'v® 

than Hindus and Muslims?’ My sim- 
pie answer is, Yes, they are.'”* 

Mr Robertson started his business 
career by buying a small television 
channel in Virginia. He walked in one 
day in i960 and said foal “God has sent J 

me here to buy your television station” ^ 

This he turned into the Christian (M 
Broadcasting Network, a tax-exempt Lgfl 
organisation and a vast enterprise ggjj 
that has expanded into a global jgg 

ty Channel 


Rupert M urdoch and other partners in 1997 
forS1.8bn <£l.lbm. Mr Robertson's Chris- 
tian Coalition was eventually built into foe 
largest and most important vehicle for the 
Christian right. In 1988 he went so far as 
to run for the White House, successfully 
beating George Bush in several Republi- 
can primary races. 

Not all of his businesses have been suc- 
cessful. Standard News, a 
— radio service, and Zap- 

■ ^ " i News, a daily fax ser- 

» .m rice, were sold after 
m both failed to meet ex- 
a pectations. .Another busi- 
m ness. Kalo Vita was 
I formed to sell “Sea of 
I Galilee" mud masks and 
f “American Whey.” but it 
was not a success. 

Questions have been 
raised about foe separation 
of his business, religious 
and charitable enterprises. 
For instance. Mr Robertson 
went into business in Zaire 
with Africa Development 
Company, a diamond venture. 
That became an einbarrass- 
|p ment after pilots who were sup- 
s' posed to be flying relief flights into 
^ foe counfry for Mr Robertson's Op- 
eration Blessing said that they had ac- 
tually been supplying the diamond 
; venture. The issue is still being inves- 
tigated in Virginia. There were also 
f questions asked about Mr Robertson's 
| links with former Zairean dictator 
/ Mobutu Sese Seko. who was banned 
f from foe US. overthrown and died in 
£ exile. 

t The Federal Election Commission 
launched a case against the 
Christian Coalition al- 
leging illegal parti- 
'' san electioneering, 
which would be a 
gMWinny-. breach of its status as 


a charity. The investigation turned up 
some interesting tapes of Mr Robertson 
sounding less like a preacher than an old- 
fashioned party political boss. "Look, we 
put you in power in 19W.” he said of the 
Republican -dominated Congress, “and we 
want 3’ou to deliver." 

The Internal Revenue Service, after a 
lengthy probe of the CBN. retroactively re- 
voked its tax-free status for two years in 
foe 1980s. and made it pay an undisclosed 
fine for contributing to Mr Robertson’s 
presidential campaign. 

Is this really the sort of man Bank of 
Scotland ought to be associating itself with? 
In banking terms, the link-up seems to 
make sound financial sense. Mr Robertson 
has 55 million people regularly tuning in 
to watch his robust and populist diatribes. 
Drive those viewers towards a new bank 
bearing the Robertson imprint, and it 
could amount to an awful lot of dollars going 
on deposit 

This is not though, to be any old bank 
the idea is to launch an Internet-based op- 
eration. Competition in this sector is tough 
in the US - foe new kid on the block would 
be up against established players such as 
Telebanc Financial Corporation and At- 
lanta-based NetBc<} nk - but, with online 
banking growing by more than 100 per cent 
a year, foe potential rewards are massive. 

In recent years. Bank of Scotland, under 
foe stewardship of its low key but never- 
theless dynamic and visionary chief ex- 
ecutive, Peter Burt, has been both 
successful and innovative. Its direct bank- 
ing tie-up with Sainsburys, for instance, 
brought in 700.000 customers and more 
than £i.5m in a yean 

The problem with the proposed venture 
was not its financial appeal: it was foe rep- 
utation of Mr Robertson himself. Leading 
figures at the bank's headquarters were 
aware of the bread thrust of Mr Robertson's 
views when they signed up. Crucially, 
they still chose to go ahead with the deal 
presumably believing that opposition to his 


views would not survive the journey across 
foe Atlantic, or - perhaps more likely - that 
the business benefits of the tie-up would 
far outweigh any PR problems. It did not 
take long for their judgement to be proved 
lacking. News of the proposed venture 
caused indignation right across Scotland. 
Gay campaigners, outraged by Mr Robert- 
son's anti-homosexual stance, view the deal 
with the same contempt that anti- 
apartheid campaigners used to voice about 
the dealings of Barclay's in South Africa, 
and have called for the pink pound to be 
shifted elsewhere. 

Edinburgh University Students’ Asso- 
ciation. with a turnover of £7m, said it was 
considering Us position, while the London- 
based property management agent, Dun- 
can Lustig-Prean, said he would be writing 
to legal firms advising them that his com- 
pany would not assign certificates on con- 
sent to transfer where a Bank of Scotland 
mortgage was involved. 

The worst blow of ail for the bank, how- 
ever, was the threat that the ecumenical 
body Action for Churches Together in 
Scotland (Acts), which represents the 
main Christian denominations who have 
1-5 million adherents, could withdraw its 
account from the bank. The Episcopalatian 
Bishop of Edinburgh, the Most Rev 
Richard Holloway, said Mr Robertson's be- 
liefs were against everything the church- 
es stood for. 

As the media raged, foe bank's share 
price slipped by 10 per cent and analysts 
such as Capel Cure Sharp in the US 
warned that the move was causing their 
clients a good deal of concern. 

As the row continued, foe bank turned 
to a professional public relations compa- 
ny, Media House of Glasgow, to try and get 
its message across. This appointment, how- 
ever: turned out to be almost as big a mis- 
take as its original deal with Mr Robertson. 
Media House is run by Jack Irvine, a dyed- 
in-the-wool tabloid journalist who is a for- 
mer Scottish editor of The Sun and has a 
reputation for writing hard-hitting columns 
for the Scottish edition of The Mirror. Irvine 
was an odd choice of mouthpiece, and it 
did not take long for new problems to de- 
velop. When politicians of all colours on Ed- 
inburgh City Counci] united in voting to 
write to the bank, deploring its actions, he 
responded by retorting that they “have a 
worldwide reputation for putting their 
foot in their mouth, and this is in keeping 
with that tradition ... in the run-up to the 
Scottish elections we are seeing somewhat 
hysterical behaviour, and this is an exam- 
ple of it” Up at the bank's headquarters 
on 'Hie Mound you could almost hear heads 
banging on tables. 

For all foe high farce of the situation, 
howevei; nothing has changed. The bank 
is still intent on pushing foe deal through. 
Mr Robertson is shaken, but remains un- 
repentant Protesters, for their part, are 
now aiming to raise an international peti- 
tion via the Internet At this stage, few are 
prepared to predict who will eventually gain 
the upper hand - commerce or ethics. 
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All that clusters could be gold - for Britain pic 


TO think of businesses as dis- 
embodied, abstract things is all too 
easy. That means policy discus- 
sions on how to boost productivi- 
ty and competitiveness tend to 
focus on rather abstract methods 

- tipskilling, he nrfi marking and thp 

like. Management theorists get 
down to more nitty gritty matters, 
but even they tend to focus on big- 
picture corporate strategies and 
human resource policies. 

Abstraction is essential, of 
course, but sometimes we need to 
remember that business involves 
actual people. More than that 
companies exist in actual places, 
but it is rare to hear about how 
place can be made to contribute to 
the productivity of UK pic. 

The competitiveness White 
Paper published late last year ac- 
tually had a stab at it, as it focused 
on the idea of clusters of industri- 
al success. 

One of the most noteworthy 
things about economic activity is 
that it tends to be heavily concen- 
trated geographically with specific 


types of business often close to- 
gether - cutlery in Sheffield and 
cotton in Manchester are now soft- 
ware in Cambridge and call cen- 
tres in Glasgow. 

This poses two sorts of policy 
question. For national govern- 
ments, the Issue is encouraging the 
development of as many clusters 
of as many sorts as possible. For 
local government, it is how to de- 
velop as a duster probably in 
competition with other centres. 
The existing framework for setting 
policy is not well geared towards 
addressing these questions at ei- 
ther level of government 

Take the vexed matter of inter- 
est rates. Every time the Bank of 
England has cut rates - six times 
in seven months - representa- 
tives of manufacturing industry 
have condemned it for not going for 
enough. 

Setting interest rates to suit the 
economy rather than just the 
gtru ggtrng manufacturing sector is 
equivalent, in Britain, to setting 
rates too low for the South-east and 


too high for the North - and too 
high for the urban centres of tra- 
ditional industry. There is no way 
around this, but there are ways in 
which policies can adjust to take 
account of geography. 

Fbr instance, there is a crying 
need for national co-ordination of 
the competing subsidies different 
areas offer potential inward in- 
vestors. A national body might 
well have to take unpopular deci- 
sions to designate preferred loca- 
tions for certain types of investor. 

The national government also 

has an important role in regulatory 
and competition policies, and in the 
big-picture planning on transport 
infrastructure. Many businesses 
locate in places it is ea^y to get out 
of, so decisions about the motor- 
way. rail and air network have a big 
impact on certain towns at the ex- 
pense of others. 

The policy agenda becomes 
more difficult at local level. Most 
local authorities keep policies in 
separate compartments: economic 
development, planning, transport. 
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There’s a crying need 
for national 
co-ordination of all 
subsidies for 
different areas 


housing, education and so on. 
Even those with effective enter- 
prise agencies whose job it is to 
look at the big picture can rarely 
translate broad conclusions into 
an across-the-board strategy. 

The main conclusion of a re- 
cent series of papers on cities is 
that urban policies need this 
broad sweep. Tbe summary 
paper* proposes a series of “pol- 
icy handshakes” as a device for 
joining up local policies that have 
traditionally remained separate. 

One obvious example - when 
you think about it - is that hous- 
ing and education policy ought to 
be related because people's de- 
cisions about where to live are 
conditioned by where they want 
to send their children to schooL 

Therefore improving a school 
can regenerate an estate. This 
matters for business because po- 
tential employees will not move to 
work for a company if they cannot 
live their lives as they want - peo- 
ple, as well as companies, exist in 
specific places. Once you start 


making the links it is hard to stop. 
Thus education'-' policy affects 
transport planning too, because if 
people decide they have to send 
their children to independent 
schools it will lead to an increase 
in car traffic as harassed parents 
do themotorised school run rather 
than walking their children to the 
local schooL 

A further implication of this 
train of argument is that policies 
can no longer be left in the hands 
of the professions that have tradi- 
tionally monopolised them. 

As the paper puts it, local gov- 
ernment has been run - not very 
effectively- as a form of command 
and control economy. The authors 
write: “In many cities the existing 
political structures and city lead- 
ership find it difficult to respond to 
the speed and nature of change in 
modern economies.” 

Professional local government 
and panning officials have tend- 
ed to set policies without much 
sensitivity to the real needs of 
households or businesses. Any- 


^ who 


local authority ~ 

olacing of a crossing or traffic is- 
land wifi see thetruth of this . 

Some of the most success ful 


... - 


a sign that it nas occu 
generate the same hives ofentre- 
L n o, m hin and wealth creation 


in exisung ui — - — ■ — — 

their huge advantages such as 
shops, cafes and bus stops. 

The success of the out-of-town 

science part is a badge of business 

failure for town centres, just as 
much as the existence of the out- 
of-town shopping centre. Many 
ham? decided thev 


irill create their own places, out it 
would boost British productivity if 
all places could be made as at- 
tractive to companies. 


*The Richness cf Cities: Final Re- 
port, by Ken Worpde and Liz 
Greenhalgh, Comedia and 
Demos, £15, tel 01509 890068 
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China yields to a 


brave new Web 


By Diane Coyle 


Lyric Hughes used her contacts as a springboard for the company’s success Sinead Lynch! Financial Times 


TF WE were making a profit al- 
ready. I wouldn't be doing my 
job,” says Lyric Hughes, chief 
executive of China Online, a 
one-year-old Internet company. 

Yet after an initial scramble 
for funds, financing the new 
company is proving almost 
alarmingly easy. “Tb start with 
I would go to all sorts of lengths 
for a $100,000 investment but 
recently people have been ring- 
ing up to offer tens of millions,” 
she says. *T do return all the 
calls still,” she adds. 

This eagerness to invest in 
the Internet is expanding Ms 
Hughes’s ambitions, and their 
range offers an insight into the 
almost endless possibilities still 
available to the pioneers of 
online business. Her original 
plan to bring news out of China 
to the world has expanded to in- 
clude taking the world into 
China. Chinese Internet service 
providers are few and weak, yet 
there is huge demand for 
Chinese-language content Tm 
causing some alarm to my 
board. I had thought we would 
do this some years down the 
line, but this business moves in- 
credibly quickly." she says. She 
is also considering expanding 
her Internet news service to 
other relatively unwired parts 
of the globe, such as Africa. 

The genesis of China Online 
was her 20 years' experience 
working for an international 
marketing agency that served 
US companies in China. Her 
expertise and contacts allowed 
her to fax out information about 
events in the aftermath of the 
death of Deng Xiaoping earlier 
than anybody else - earlier 
even than the Chinese news- 
papers since they provided her 
with news before printing it 
themselves. 

But it was the growth of the 
Internet as a means of distrib- 
ution that allowed her to set up 





Chicago. Then there are the 
employees: “They are there 
when I get to work and I have 
to send them home at night,” 
says Ms Hughes, who has two 
children. China Online has 
more than 300 consultants and 
analysts to call on. 

There are three existing 
strands to the business. It is a 
news agency which has cus- 
tomers such as Reuters and the 


uimers suunas neuters ami me 
Financial Times. It provides a ■} 
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Memorial rites for the Chinese leader Deng Xiaoping, 
the aftermath of whose death was reported earliest by 
Lyric Hughes, later chief executive of China Online 


China Online. “We are a 
technology-enabled company,” 
she says. “Without the Web as 
a distribution mechanism it 
would have taken us many 
years and much more money.” 

Most people assume that 
any online provider in China 
has a problem with state 
censorship, but Ms Hughes is 
vehement in her rejection of 
this idea. The authorities are 
extremely concerned about 
pornography, but otherwise 
regard the Internet as a useful 
means of free expression, she 
argues. Not once have they 
complained to her about any 
news item carried by the ser- 
vice. which Zhu Rongji, the 
Chinese premier; reads regu- 
larly. This contrasts sharply 
with the control freaks at Mi- 
crosoft, for example, who exert 
considerably more effort than 
the Chinese government to dic- 
tate China Online's content 

Her new ambition is to 
create, in addition to the exist- 
ing English language news ser- 
vice on China, a package of 
news, entertainment and sport 
in Chinese for China The struc- 
ture of local telecommunica- 
tions costs has made it 
impossible for Internet service 
providers to thrive domesti- 


cally. They are small and weak, 
so the market is effectively 
open to an outsider. 

Ms Hughes approached Art 
Capital, a Chicago-based ven- 
ture capital firm specialising in 
ethnic minority businesses, to 
help to raise an initial $5m a 
year ago. She is the first female 
entrepreneur backed by Ark. Of 
the 1,800 venture capital- 
backed start-ups in the US last 
year, 50 are headed by women. 

The company's financial 
plan envisages break-even 
point next year or soon after - 
but the timing ; depends on tbe 
choice of strategy. Tbe more 
ambitious it is, the later the 
profits start to roll in. The point, 
she argues, is to build a brand 
name and ensure that the com- 
pany is first in its field. That is 
what builds competitive 
strength in the fledgling Inter- 
net economy. 

Ms Hughes is the absolute 
antithesis of the computer 
nerds who have founded so 
many other e-businesses. Her 
senior colleagues in the 28 per- 
son company include Doug 
McGill who set up the 
Bloomberg operation in Hong 
Kong. The company's chairman 
is David Hale, the economic 
pundit at the Zurich Group in 


proprietary database and in- 
formation service to corporate 
customers, including giants 
such as AT&X that do business 
in China. 

Thirdly, and perhaps still 
most important for growth, 
China (Mine is setting up part- 
nerships with e-commerce 
companies, which will allow 
them to crack the enormous 
Chinese market China already 
has 4 million Internet users, 
more than the UK This is 
forecast to grow to 10 million by 
next year and overtake the 
US online market by about 
2006. 

“People in China don't really 
have access to shops and goods 
at alL They don't have batiks as 
we know them," she says, ar- 
guing that the country might 
weD skip the stage of having 
high street shops and banks. 

Ms Hughes clearly has a vi- 
sion of almost infinite possibil- 
ities for her business, combined 
with a sense of urgency about 
the need to grow. As with so 
many net entrepreneurs, 
whose enthusiasm is perhaps 
the most convincing argument 
for believing the US economy 
does have new fundamental 
strength, Ms Hughes sees a 
bright future for her China 
Online. “Perhaps we will hit a 
brick wall but if you're not 
running so fast that you might, 
crash into the wall you’re not 
ru nning fast enough," she says. 


in 
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Why my union wars ended 
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JOHN MONKS, 53, was edu- 
cated at technical school and 
at Nottingham University. 
He spent two years in the 
electronics industry before 
joining the TUC in 1969. He 
became its deputy general 
secretary ml98?,andgeneml 
secretary in 1993. He is also 
a visiting prqfessor at Umist. 


/ My biggest mistake was to 
w believe so tone in conflict 


• believe so long in conflict 
being inevitable in the world 
of work. I strongly believed 
unions were there to explain 
and manage discontent, and 
that meant there would be a 
high degree of dispute. That 
was the general view. There 
was a tot of conflict in the late 
1970s and early 1980$ - at 
least one major strike a year. 

It was also philosophical; I 
believe organisations are plu- 
ralist in a social sense and 
there’s a difference of inter- 
ests, and that was the pre- 



vailing philosophy of industrial 
relations. I didn't take a Marx- 
ist view, more a social demo- 
cratic perspective in the 
European sense. It seemed to 
be the way things were. 

But there was clearly a de- 
cline in the big areas of tradi- 
tional manufacturing, and 
there had been three million 
jobs lost in factories between 
1980 and 1983 - so there had 
been quite a big loss of union 


membership, and neither the 
industrial military strategy 
had worked, nor the political 
strategy. Labour didn't get 
elected in 1987, and it was 
looking tong odds that they 
would ever get elected. 

Tbe Damascus experience, 
for me, was in that year. We 
conducted a survey of what 
people wanted from work, and 
we found most people liked the 
organisation for which they 
worked, and they wanted the 
esteem of the person for 
whom they worked. What peo- 
ple wanted was to do better, 
rather than look for dispute 

It led me to think hard 
about what unions should be 
doing, and to be a leading ad- 
vocate for partnership. I 
thought about how we would 
translate it into union strate- 
gy -a™ 1 I realised that was the 

challenge. Wb had to appeal to 
people ui the changing world, 
not wish the world was back 


as it had been in the 1970s. I 

started to put these things into 

practice more when I became 
general secretary of the TUC. 

The TUC had to move from 
hang a bureaucratic, process- 
led organisation to one that 
was project-dominated, with 
people measured by out- 
comes. We wanted to make 
partnerships with employers 
the goal seeking relation- 
ships to gain trust, and using 
that basis to change quickly 
and smoothly without dis- 
putes and disruption. 

Wa have started to evan- 
gelise this kind of trade union. 
Many companies still don't 
respond positively to the part- 
nership message. 

But an increasing number 
do, including Tfesco, Legal & ; 
General Barclays, British 
Aerospace, Co-op Bank and 
tne Inland Revenue. We 
aim to double the number A 

oy the end of the year. 7 
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BRITISH TELECOM was in the news 
again earlier this week. Telecom 
Italia, the former state-owned oper- 
ator, was reportedly looking for a 
white knight to rescue it from a hos- 
tile takeover by Olivetti, the type- 
writer-maker that has reinvented 
itself as a telecom group. As a former 
. state-owned company itsel£ BT was 
named as an ideal candidate to step 
into the breach. 

As it happens, the odds are that 
BT will not bid for Ttelecom Italia. But 
the mere fact that the company is 
named as a leading candidate - and 
the fact that its shareholders do not 
panic at the prospect of it mounting 
a 55bn Euro r£37bn> acquisition - is 
a sign of how Ear BT has come in a 
relatively short space of time. 

ft may seem hard to believe now. 
but it's less than two years since BT 
was seen as the company that need- 
ed rescuing. The former monopoly 
appeared to be under attack from all 
sides. Aggressive new operators 
were luring away its most lucrative 
business customers by offering bet- 
ter services at cheaper rates. Its res- 
idential customer base, under 
pressure from the cable operators, 
seemed condemned to a fate of 
managed decline. 

The group had taken its eye off 
Cellnet, allowing rival Vodafone to es- 
tablish a clear lead in the emerging 
mobile phone market. Two failed 
mergers - first with Cable & Wire- 
less, then with MCI of the United 
States - had left its international 
strategy in tatters. Critics were 
beginning to question the manage- 
ment skills of Sir Peter Bonfield, the 
newly appointed chief executive. 

Tbday, the situation could hardly 
be more different BTs share price 
is riding high, prompted by an 
explosion of data and Internet traffic 
that has helped give its residential 
business a new lease of life. A £lQbn 
international joint venture with 
AT&T the US giant, has restored 
BTs credibility with its largest in- 
ternational clients. 

Still, stock markets are prone to 
exaggeration. If investors were pre- 
maturely writing off BT two years 
ago, they are probably being a shade 
over-enthusiastic about its prospects 
jSt the moment In the fast-forward 
jyorid of technological innovation, the 
toext major challenge is only Just 
around the corner. 

“What we are facing is that every 
four years we need to completely 
transform ourselves,” says Anrfy 
Green, BTs director of strategy 
and development “After first down- 
sizing and then making ourselves 
more marketing-driven, we need 
now to turn ourselves into a data 
telecommunications company.’’ 

He is referring to the px^ected ex- 
plosion in data traffic, helped by the 
growth of the Internet and the arrival 
of Internet-based technologies, 
which allow large amounts of infor- 
mation to be squeezed down existing 
telephone lines. At the moment 
most telecom firms make the lion's 
share of their revenues from tradi- 
tional voice calls. Over the next 
decade, however; voice is likely to be 
overtaken by data. 

This realisation underlies just 


:WO years ago BT’s primacy in telecoms was under threat as aggressive 
newcomers outmanoeuvred the company Now it is in a position to take on 
(or take over) allcomers. But it’s not just talking a good game... 

BY PETER THAL LARSEN 



Sir Peter Bonfield, chief executive of BT, finishing a quick call before announcing the company’s results in November 1998 


Nicola Kurtz 


The call of the wired 


about everything BT does at the mo- 
ment The company is pouring cash 
into building new Internet-based 
networks, both in the UK and in con- 
tinental Europe, while capping the 
amount it spends on its traditional 
circuit-switched network. The same 
Internet-based architecture will 
form the basis of BTs joint venture 
with AT&T 

At the same time, ADSL ta 
technology that gives customers 
high-speed Internet access over 
copper telephone wires) should be 
available later this year. “We see the 
future as a world that is ‘always on' 
with significantly higher bandwidth 
available in the home," says Mr 
Green. 

Meanwhile. BT has linked up 
with Microsoft to explore the possi- 
bility of piping Internet-based ser- 
vices to mobile phone terminals. 
Cellnet; which even though it is not 
wholly -owned has now been fully in- 
tegrated into BTs management 
structure, is also attempting to re- 
gain •some of the ground it has lost 


on its rivals by offering simple mes- 
saging and e-mail services. And BT 
is carefully planning its bid for one 
of the five third-generation UK mo- 
, bfie phone licences, which will make 
mobile phones capable of high- 
speed data communications. 

%t some wonder whether this win 
be enough. After all, BTs success so 
far has come partly from being in the 
right place al the right time. The sud- 
den acceleration in local call rev- 


enues - a main feature of its last set 
of quarterly results - was largely at- 
tributable to the free Internet ser- 
vices that were pioneered by the 
likes of Dixons' FYeeserve. 

The picture is complicated by 
BTs continued dominance of the UK 
residential market - 15 years after 
privatisation, it still has more 
than 80 per cent of all residential 
customers. 

“On the one hand. BT wants to be 


a market innovator, but on the other 
hand it's a market defender,” says 
Chris Godsmarb, telecoms analyst 
at Investec Henderson Crosthwaite. 
This translates into a reluctance to 
introduce any innovations that might 
undermine the existing revenue 
base. 

An example is ADSL, which Is 
likely to have an expensive price tag 
when it is first introduced. A more 
radical option would be to roll out the 
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Chief Executive: 

Sir Peter Bonfield 
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Sir Iain Vaflance (right) 
Market 
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1997/98: 

£3.2bn 


mnsEssml 


If 7? Number of 

s Z - - .'i business lines: 

~ ~ 7.8 million 

Number of 
cellular 
customers: 

4 million 

Turnover 1997/98: Internet access 

£1 5.6bn customers: 

Number of 500.000 

residential lines: Employees: 

20. T million 125.000 





280 
240 ■ 
200 
160- 
120 - 
80 


share price, pence 




S\ 


j 

S i 

i 


9* 95 96 97 98 99 


service aggressively, reaping the 
benefits in terms of the extra 
traffic that the availability of high- 
speed Internet and data services 
would almost certainly generate. 
But the feeling is that the “bean- 
counting" mentality still prevalent in 
parts of BT will probably prevent 
such a move. 

Another concern is that BT will 
find itself missing the most valuable 
aspects of the “datawave". While 
supplying the pipes for telecom 
traffic has been lucrative for BT so 
fan the worry is that this wiU become 
a commodity product with rapidly 
falling prices. 

‘•Where BT has been less suc- 
cessful is in becoming a dominant 
retail Internet company," says 
Investec’s Mr Godsmark. “It could 
have already become a portal 
operator along with the likes of 
Freeserve.” 

While Mr Green insists that BT 
is determined to remain what he 
calls a “communications company" 
- it does not plan to expand into tele- 


vision or other media - the compa- 
ny is clearly not averse to supplying 
services. It is an equal shareholder 
in Open, the interactive shopping 
service available on the Sky Digital 
satellite television platform. It also 
has a shareholding in LineOne. the 
Internet service. Eschewing the 
term "content”. Mr Green opts for 
a different buzzword - "context" - as 
a definition of what BT plans to offer. 

At the international level, BT has 
been carefully picking strategic 
investments in fixed and mobile 
telecom operators from Italy to 
Indonesia. The continental Euro- 
pean investments are already be- 
ginning to generate a profit, 
although most of the Asian invest- 
ments are still losing money. An 
exception is last week’s £2-10m 
venture in a 20 per cem stake in 
SmarTone. the highly profitable 
Hong Kong mobile phone operator. 

The value of these investments is 
beginning to shine through in BTs 
share price. “People realise that BT 
is not just a domestic business." says 
Jim McCaffertv. head of European 
telecoms research at SG Securities. 
“They are wondering: ‘if Orange is 
worth L’l obn then how many stakes 
in operators like Orange does BT 
own?’ " 

Going forward, however, .he 
challenge is to make the most of 
these investments. When taking a 
stake. BT normally insists on 
retaining the right to help choose the 
operator's technology, even though 
it may noL have overall control. This 
allows it to buQd up experience in one 
country which can be transferred to 
another 

“BT is transforming itself into 
more of a normal multinational with 
a series of global product lines,” says 
Mr Green. 

One hole in BT's portfolio is 
Japan, which is a key market in its 
quest to build a truly global alliance 
with AT&T. The two companies are 
rumoured to be dose to investingin 
Japan Telecom, a smaller operator. 
But analysts reckon its sights should 
be set higher. “They need to pick up 
a big player which would give them 
access to large Japanese multina- 
tionals," says John Matthews, prin- 
cipal consultant at industry analysts 
Ovum. “A deal with NIT or KDD 
would be a big prize." 

A deal in Japan, combined with 
the long-awaited buy-out of Securi- 
cor's 40 per cent shareholding in 
Cellnet would help one of BT share- 
holders’ other gripes: its unneces- 
sarily strong balance sheet The 
company would like to bring gearing 
up to the 50 per cent level from about 
3 per cent at the moment But share- 
holders have also made it dear that 
they do not want the cash returned 
to them. 

So BT is looking for investments. 
But having watched his reputation 
grow with the help of some clever 
moves and a following wind. 
Sir Peter will be reluctant to risk it 
now. 

If BT does resist the temptation 
of bidding for Telecom Italia, noth- 
ing could better demonstrate how far 
the company has come in the past 
few years. 
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The Player: Iain Saville, Chief executive of crestc 


Riding the electronic crest of a financial wave 
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PERSONAL DETAILS: Aged 50. 
Lives in south London. Drives K- 
registered Vauxhall Carlton Estate. 
Fay: £172,000 including bonus in 
1998. He sings with the Dulwich 
Choral Society. 

CHALLENGE: To win the hearts 
and minds of our customers,” says 
Mr Saville, following the “monu- 
mental flop” that was Talisman, the 
old Stock Exchange settlement sys- 
tem. His mission is to persuade re- 
■taii investors to follow institutional 
store and “move into an elec- 
worid” where there are no 
paper share certificates. 

CORPORATE BACKGROUND: 
Mr Saville set up CRESTCo in 1994, 
while on secondment from the Bank 

of England. In 1997, he left the Bank 

to complete the establishment of 
CREST the electronic settlements 
System for corporate securities in 
the UK and Ireland, which was the 
successor to the felled TAURUS pro- 
ject CREST was delivered on time 


and to budget in July 1996. “We have 
the most capable real time settle- 
ments system in the world," said Mr 
Saville. He was elected chairman of 
ECSDA, the association of European 
Depositories, in March 1998. 

Prior to joining CRESTCo, he 
worked at the Bank of England as 
an economist From 1986-93. he 
managed the UK's $40bn (£25br0 of 
foreign reserves in bond and money 
market derivatives worldwide. 

STRATEGY: Mr Saville sees 
CREST as a “great technical plat- * 
form for the future" The elective 
is to persuade businesses, regulators 
and customers to settle additional 
fhvmr»ipl ni<rtr umentR. otherthaneq- 

trities, through CREST 

Over the next 18 months, gQts and 
money market instruments will 
start to be settled through CREST 
with the hope that unit trusts and 
other mutual funds will follow at a 
later date, fidelity, M&G, Gartmore 
and Royal Sun Alliance have all 
expressed support for the idea. Mr 


Saville says: “We are giving them 
the opportunity of a much -enhanced, 
secure distribution channel to the 
wholesale market." 

According to Mr Saville, elec- 
tronic settlement through CREST 
would be cheaper; quicker and would 
allow customers to make further use 
of their investment in CREST sys- 
tems. This, in turn, is expected to 
drive down costs all round the fi- 
nancial services industry. CREST of- 
fers “a single market of excellence 
in cash market settlement", says Mr 
Seville. 

The industiy is now routinely 
processing volumes thought 
unimaginable four or five years ago. 
CRESTCo currently settles about 
150,000 transactions each day. worth 
£35bn. Before CREST one in five 
trades foiled to settle on time. Now 
that figure has improved to fewer 
than one in 20, with most of the prob- 
lems originating in bargains where 
people are using paper share cer- 
tificates. For large institutions the 
error rate is below one in 100. Over 


By Nicola Rkkves 



80 per cent of the market capitali- 
sation of UK shares are now held in 
electronic form, ’i would be sur- 
prised if customers don’t think 
CREST is working for them," said 
Mr Saville. 


He is also keen to foster doser re- 
lationships with other major Euro- 
pean settlement systems, although 
he says “building these links is not 
easy”. A common model will have to 
be agreed, to enable stock issued in 
one country' to be held and settled 
in another. 

“We have shared interests in 
opening up our systems to each 
other," says Mr Saville. who forecasts 
good market growth in the short to 
medium term. But competition may 
prove to be a problem in the long 
term. “The end game is likely to be 
a single hub for Europe," says Mr 
Saville. 

In July, a link will be made to 
Switzerland, with other countries to 
follow in due course. The major use 
of the links, initially, is likely to be for 
the settlement of small and medium- 
sized trades in European securities. 
CREST'S objective is to make hold- 
ing and settling European securities 
look as similar as possible to hold- 
ing and settling UK and Irish secu- 
rities. 


MANAGEMENT STYLE: “In- 
tensely open and consultative, but 
hard-driven," says Mr Saville. One 
hundred and eighty people are em- 
ployed in open-plan offices at 
CRESTCo - very few of them are 
conventional back office people. 
There is a “very flat, open and co- 
operative management structure", 
saj-s Mr Saville. “People should be 
able to participate in the develop- 
ment of the business.” 

MOST ADMIRES IN BUSINESS: 
Howard Davies, chairman of the Fi- 
nancial Services Authority iFSA>. 
“He has brought good humour ele- 
gance and energy to starting to 
create a unified regulator;” in Mr 
Saville's opinion. 

He also respects Iain Vail an ce. 
chairman of BT “who did a won- 
derful job of turning BT into a real 
business using both drive and en- 
ergy”. In both cases, Mr Saville 
says leadership was important 
added to the ability “to take people 
in a new direction". 


CITY VERDICT: Matthew Ore 
managing partner at Killik & Co 
stockbrokers, thinks most people are 
“impressed with what CREST has 
achieved in the aftermath of the 
TAURUS fiasco. Ian Saville and his 
team have really shown great 
strength in driving the project for- 
ward." said Mr On; whose clients are 
keen to invest in the likes of Nokia, 
Siemens and some of the American 
technology’ stocks. 

“CREST is the best hope we 
have got for European settlement,’' 
say’s Justin Urqhuart Stewart, cor- 
porate development director of Bar- 
clays Stockbrokers. At the moment, 
because of the plethora of charges 
involved, most private investors are 
better off with investment trusts or 
unit trusts if they want to hold over- 
seas shares. 

Mr Urqhuart Stewart says that 
the proof of whether CREST'S Eu- 
ropean links have worked will be 
when “I can settle a trade in 
Deutsche Telecom for much the 
same cost as I can for BT". 


MAKE YOUR COMMOilCMSOii MORE EFFICIENT; 

GET OFF THE 



There are plenty Of other uses for the telephone line. With electronic communications you can save time and money on long distance phono cans, i^es and couriers. IT can jo so much more 
for your company Microsoft can provide you with a small business solution that’s designed to make your life easier. See your Microsnh supplier or visit www.mlcrosott.com/uk/yourbusines3/ or 
get bacK on the phone and call 0345 00 1000 ext. 203. 


SoS&stsoMs ms’ Small Business 


Where do you want to go today?* 


mcitnon iiltf OtL Microsoft K >*>, 'Whin? a& you «nnt li 1 rou-vy’ ire alt n^nv>i riiii-nuit; « 




•JV -nj. m v'lvt* C-.TjM-i 








6/BUSINESS REVIEW 


the independent 

+ 14 April I99j? 



The Canary 


Barclays farce: To say chat 
che decision Co retire Mike 
O'Neil) (below) on health 
grounds on che first day of his 
job as chief executive of 
Barclays took the organisation 
by surprise is something of an 
understatement. When the 
call came through last 
Thursday from 
California 
informing the 
acting chief Sir 
Peter 

Middleton that 
his new recruit 
was suffering 
From more than’ 
flu he was just about to take 
a weekend away with Lady 
Middleton to mark the Fact 
chat he was about to hand 
over the reins and settle back 
to his part-time role as non- 
executive chairman. Now it is 
back to square one. 

C'est la vie. 



Gorgeous George: The 
financier George Soros's 
third place in a list of 
Britain's 1.000 richest 
people, published last 
weekend, provokes a couple 
oF thoughts. First, we always 
thought George was a 
Hungarian living in America. 
Second, his funds have had a 
ghastly start to the year. The 
S6.9bn (£4.1 bn} Quantum 
Fund lost 15.5 per cent oF 
its net assets in the first 
quarter of 1 999. If he 
invests in his own funds - 
perish the thought - his 
wealth should have shrunk 
rather than grown. A call to 
Soros Fund Management's 
headquarters to answer 
these pressing concerns is 
met with a firm “No 
comment". 


Merrill merger; The 

courtship between Chase 
Manhattan, che giant 
American commercial bank, 
and Merrill Lynch, the giant 
American investment bank, is 
said to be nearing 
consummation. There is no 
official confirmation, but talk 
to anybody in Merrill Lynch's 
London office, where a deal 
is expected around Juiy, and 
the conversation inevitably 
turns to the value of their 
share options. “We'll wait for 
the share price to peak, then 
head off." says our source at 
Merrill in London. 

Going green: Despite record 
revenue in 1 998, Reuters is 
planning to move more of its 
operations from London to 
Devon. It already has its fixed- 
income operations in sleepy 
Tiverton. Reurers is 
surprisingly tight-lipped about 
the plans considering it is an 
information company, but 
loyal Devon sraff say the 
reason is to cut costs. An 
average salary in rhe Tiverton 
office is around £15.000. 
That's small beer compared to 
the £800 .000- plus trousered 
by Peter Job. the 57-year-old 
former journalist and chief 
executive. A decision will be 
announced in May. 


Market Leaders Pick their Market.leader 



Sir Brian Pitman: be has ‘preached the virtue of shareholder value and has delivered if Geraint Lewis 


Derek Wattless 

Chief Executive, NatWest Bank 
GIVEN THE many changes that are 
taking place in retail ha nkin g, I 
would nominate my colleague, Tim 
Jones, who heads NatWest' s retail 
bank. To be successful in financial 
services management, you need to 
be creative as well as having sound 
financial management skills Tim has 
both. He led the team that invented 
Mondex. the electronic cash purse, 
helped to pioneer Switch, and he is 
now responsible for the transfor- 
mation of NatWest’s retail bank into 
one of the most advanced banking 
systems anywhere in the world. 

From an external perspective, I 
share everyone's admiration for Sir 
Brian Pitman, of Lloyds TSB. His 
contribution to the financial services 
industry over many years including 
his commitment to achieving ever 
improving returns to shareholders 
are obvious for all to see He has a 
formidable track record, combining 
a far-sighted vision for his own or- 
ganisation with solid banker values. 

Nleniyn Pedelty 

Chief Executive. Co-op Bank 
FOR VISION and integrity, I nomi- 
nate my own predecessor Lord 
Thomas. His determination to pub- 
licise the fact that what retail banks 
actually do is to look after their cus- 
tomers' own money, and that those 
same customers deserve to know 
and have a say in how their money 
is invested, was courageous and laid 
the foundations for our ethical 
stance and success. 

For business acumen, quiet in- 
fluence and achievement I have 
long admired an often unsung hero, 
Richard Delbridge, director and 
CFO of NatWest Group. Richard’s 
career includes the same roles at 
HSBC and Midland Bank and as UK 
head of JP Morgan. I am impressed 
with NatWest’s recent surefooted- 
ness in refocusing itself Richard's 
steady hand has undoubtedly played 
its usual key role. 

And, no list could be complete 
without Peter Ellwood, Lloyds 
TSB’s CEO. Peter is an outstanding 
example of that rare ability to 
combine strategy formulation with 
effective implementation. " 

Peter White 

Group Chief Executive, Alliance Sr 
Leicester pic 

RETAIL BANKING has changed dra- 
matically during the 1990s with a 
mudi greater understanding of the 
need to improve efficiency and cus- 
tomer service while at the same tone 
focusing on increasing shareholder 
value. On these criteria it is difficult 
to look beyond Sir Brian Pitman 
who, as chief executive of Lloyds 
Bank (now the Lloyds TSB Group*, 
took what was the smallest of the 
dealing banks to a leading position 
in the UK market His decision to 
concentrate on a largely domestic 
strategy while other banks made ex- 
pensive forays into investment bank- 
ing et al has been fufly vindicated 

Another market leader is Peter 
Birch who took Abbey National to 
the stock market in 1989 and helped 
to show that converted building so- 
cieties have nothing to fear from the 
commercial marketplace. 

Gary Hoffman 

Managing Director at Barclays 
Retail Financial Services 
IT WOULD be difficult to talk about 
personalities in retail banking with- 
out mentioning Sir Brian Pitman 


of Lloyds TSB who has consistent- 
ly delivered exactly what he’s 
promised. And then there's Martin 
Taylor who was formerly of Bar- 
clays. He brought a completely dif- 
ferent style to the running of a 
traditional bank which was partic- 
ularly refreshing. He could em- 
pathise with the biggest of the 
institutional shareholders, the 
smallest of our customers and the 
people who worked in the bank. He 
could speak to them all But really 
the people l admire most given that 
banks are often portrayed as big and 
bad, are the ones who work on the 
frontline, providmga day-to-dayser- 
vice to the customer. That's what 
retail banking is really ail about. 

LP Finn 

Chief Executive, Northern Rock pic 
SIR BRIAN PITMAN has to top any 
banking list. He has preached the 
virtue of shareholder value and he 
has delivered it Absolutely clear 


focus is a key executive skill and Sir 
Brian is well endowed in this respect 
With the new banks it is impos- 
sible not to think of Peter White of 
Alliance & Leicester. He’s an 
ebullient character, but steely - 
another mandatory quality 

Looking at softer management 
qualities one has to congratulate 
Brian Davis at Nationwide for res- 
cuing mutuality from a premature 
demise. He’s convinced himself 
that New Mutuality is as significant 
as New Labour and has gathered 
many proselytes to his cause. But 
the value of mutual building soci- 
eties is reducing at a steady pace, 
which must give their boards of 
directors pause for thought 

Andy Dewhurst 

Marketing Director. Tesco 
Personal Finance 
I ADMIRE Sir George Mathewson. of 
the Bank of Scotland, because he is one 
of those rare bankers who shares our 


commitment to customers and thus 
was quick to spot the potential of su- 
permarket banking. Supermarkets 
have been ahle to invade the banks’ ter- 
ritory so successfully because so 
many bankers treat customers as an 
afterthought I am impressed by 
George's vision in developing non- 
banking activities. He has encouraged 
Direct Line to change the face of gen- 
eral insurance by offering conve- 
nience, value and high-quality service. 
He has shown similar vision in devel- 
oping telephone banking and now in 
providing what I think is Britain's best 
Internet banking site. 

Frank Sullivan 

Genera! Manager. Allied Irish Bank 
(GB) 

I WOULD like to nominate Peter Eli- 
wood. Group Chief Executive at 
Lloyds TSB. His company's recent 
performance is evidence that he 
and his team have found a success- 
ful formula. Through an acquisition 


strategy and a mo nonsense, value 
for money” approach, they have 
recorded an excellent performance. 
Integrating new businesses, like 
C&G, is one tiling What is even more 
impressive is that Peter and his col- 
leagues have managed to add value 
in doing so. Tbo often, the result of a 
merger or acquisition is a blurred 
compr omis ed approach. In the 
Lloyds TSB case, they have come up 
with an even stronger customer 
proposition. The new bank focuses an 
a small number of products, cutting 
down potential for customer confu- 
sion and red tape, placing a high value 
on customer service. The bank’s 
strategy appears clear and simple. 
Ellwood has managed to simplify a 
mature organisation effectively. 

Ian Harley 

Chief Executive. Abbey National 
OBVIOUSLY. I am enormously im- 
pressed with my own team. But iff 
had to pick one person who stands 


out in retaB banking it would be Bffl 
Doolton from Midland. He's some- 
thing of an outsider in our industry 
really - he’s a Canadian. He's fair- 
ly new and bas very refreshing 
ideas. He is willing to challenge es- 
tablished views in banking. He has 
tried to inject our banking estab- 
lishment with something of the in- 
teresting things that they are doing 
over in Canada. He is full of energy 
and enthusiasm and resilience. He 
is a tough chap but has humility. 

John Clifford 

Chief Executive, Allied Irish Bank 
THERE ARE two banks which we 
find it difficult to win business from 
- the Bank of Scotland and Lloyds; 
for this reason, I have greatrespect 
and admiration for both. In the 
Rantr of Scotland’s case. Sir Bruce 
patullo overcame the disadvan- 
tage of having little or no presence 
in England in the early 1980s by suc- 
cessfully developing alternative 
channels - electronic and partner- 
ships - which have allowed it to 
reach large n umb ers of customers 
without the need for branches. 

Howevei; my vote for the most in- 
fluentia) leader in our industry must 
go to Sir Brian Pitman who has 
transformed XJqyds bank from “one 

of the pack" in UK banking to a high- 
performing business that is ad- 
mired internationally. He has been 
the UK's leading proponent of 
shareholder value even before it was 
popular or well understood, and his 
relentless pursuit of value, and the 
clarify and simplicity with which he 
communicates it sets him apart. He 
has shown great courage and self- 
belief in resisting the temptation to 
follow- the herd in expanding in- 
ternationally or into investment 
banking - both directions have 
proved.very costfy for his erstwhile 
larger competitors. He has equally 
demonstrated vision and consis- 
tency in pursuing his value-based 
strategy through astute acquisi- 
tions and through divestmentafnon- 
core businesses at home and 
abroad. The measure of Ms success 
in translating philosophy into real- 
ity is best illustrated by his out- 
standing record of doubling 
shareholder value every three years 
for the past 15 years. 

Ray Entwhlstle 

Chief Executive, Adam and Co pic 
I AM a great admirer of Sir Brian 
Pitman and the (dynamic force he has 
shown as a banker along with Jere- 
my Morse, framer Chairman of Bar- 
clays, and Sir George Mathewson, 
of the Bank of Scotland In the 1970s 
and 1980s Sir Brian was probably one 
of the most powerful menin banking, 
and going back 20 years I remember 
me^inghimatatfiniierparty.Ifiwnd 
it intrigidng that a man of Ms status 
was prepared to listen to someone of 
my somewhat lower status. Without 
a doubt he was the forerunner of the 
transformation of the hawjrfng in- 
dustry. He was totally focused on 
shareholder value Interestingly he 
was ruthless in getting rid of the over- 
50s from the business because they 
were too highly paid, to his opinion, 
and he was the first to recognise this. 
I find what he's done slightly heart- 
rending; he has removed the tradi- 
tional professional banker and bas 
replaced him or her with a highly 
framed sales force -but he has been 
enormously successful He has done 
what he was paid to do. 

Interviews by 
Sally Chatterton 


book of the week 


The old common sense will not do 


The Next Common Sense 

By Michael Lissack and 
Johan Roos (Nicholas 
Brea ley Publishing, £1 8) 

SOUTHWEST AIRLINES, the 
US regional carrier run by 
Herb Kellehei; bas to recent 
years become a darling of 
management writers. It has 
been praised for its enlight- 
ened attitudes towards its staff 
and. most famously, for think- 
ing “outside the box"- it mea- 
sures turn-around times 
against Fbrmula One pit-stop 
crews, not other airlines. 

Now, we are told, it is prac- 
tising “the next common 
sense". According to Michael 
Lissack. an investment 
banker-turned-strategic ad- 
viser, and Johan Roos, pro- 
fessor of strategy and general 
management at the Interna- 
tional Institute for Manage- 
ment Development to 
Switzerland, this involves step- 
ping back from the details to 
gain a vantage point on what 
is really happening. 


Their starting point is 
Alexander the Great and the 
Gordian knot “Many before 
Alexander had tried and failed, 
thinking that the knot was 
complicated and needed to be 
untied,” they write. Only 
Alexander saw that a simple 
action, cutting through the 
knot with a stogie stroke of his 
sword, would move through 
the complexity to a higher 
plane, namely ruling Asia. The 
authors claim that we all face 
our own Gordian knots, and 
untying them simply requires 
“common sense". 

The only problem is that the 
old common sense will not do. 
That, they say, was about how 
to deal with the separate and 
free-standing units of a com- 
plicated world. Now, that com- 
plication has been replaced by 
complexify where various re- 
lationships, alliances and net- 
works create a swirl of 
interweaving events and situ- 
ations. The new common 
sense is about creating 
coherence. 



Which is where Southwest 
Airlines comes in. According 
to Lissack and Roos, the com- 
pany embodies coherence by 
having each employee “think 
and act like an owner". They 
point out how Southwest's 
elimination of inflexible work 
rules and rigid job descriptions 
allows its people to assume 
ownership for getting the job 
done, regardless of whose 
official responsibility it is. 


Accordingly, the authors 
report “When a flight is run- 
ning late because of bad 
weather, it's not uncommon to 
see pilots helping customers 
to wheelchairs board the 
plane, helping the operations 
agents take hording passes or 
the flight attendants clean up 
the cabin between flights." 

But how do other organi- 
sations emulate such atti- 
tudes? lissack and Roos offer 
-10 guiding principles to pro- 
vide you with the sense of co- 
herence you need, as well as 
five practical steps for putting 
the principles into action". 

Some of the principles ap- 
pear a little vague. But many 
of the others provide powerful 
insights. This is particularly so 
of the first - use simple guid- 
ing principles, on the basis that 
“life is complex enough with- 
out adding complication to it". 
Moreover Lissack and Roos 
go completely against man- 
agement consultants’ prac- 
tice by saying that executives 
should use “landscape 


metaphors" to describe the 
business environment and the 
processes taking place The 
five steps are commendabJy 
straightforward, if a little 
repetitive - identify yourself 
and your goals, use the right 
language create the right con- 
text, turn people loose and 
then get out of the way. using 
communication that works. 

So who measures up to this 
new reality? Hi-tech compa- 
nies, such as Intel and Amer- 
ica On Line, are prominent 
But the authors also point to 
Virgin, and the credit card 
agency Visa International Vir- 
gin is well known for its abili- 
ty to develop operations in 
everything from transatlantic 
air transport to cola. Less fa- 
miliar is how Visa raised itself 
from the mess that was the in- 
fant credit card business 
through, say Lissack and 
Roos, developing “coherence 
to action and viewpoint". 

Will other financial services 
organisations follow suit? 

Roger Trapp 


Mv Favourite Restaurant 


Top of the trattorias 


MARGARET BARBOUR, chair- 
man of South Shields-based J 
Barbour & Sons, makers of 
the eponymous waxed jack- 
ets. has to travel to Bologna 
for a meal at her favourite 
restaurant, the traditional 
family-run Antica Tbattoria 
Da Sandro al Navile. 

She was introduced to the 
trattoria, which is tucked 
away off one of Bologna's 
main streets, through the 
Caiori family, owners of Bar- 
bour’s Italian business part- 
net W P Lavori, based to the 
northern Italian city. 

^ Whatever business we 
maybe discussing in their of- 
fices, everything stops at 
12.30pm for lunch, and we 
decamp to Sandro's," says 
Barbour “All our important 
decisions and agreements 
have been reached around the 
luncheon table at Sandro’s." 

The trattoria makes its 
own pasta daily, with the 
butterfly-shaped torteiitoi a 
speciality. Other favourites 
include jbglia morta, thinly 



Margaret Barbour. Work 
in Italy stops for lunch 

sliced veal served with fresh 
rocket, and rabbit cooked in 
balsamic vinegar. When Bar- 
bour notched its centenary in 
1994. Sandro’s was the venue 
for celebrations with the 
Italian partners. They were 
served wild mushroom 
risotto in a lattice basket of 
Parmesan cheese. 

But Margaret says: “I have 
never been shown a menu. 


Nor have I seen a menu con- 
sulted. The customers either 
know what they want, or rely 
upon the advice of Sandro and 
his team. 

“The food is always ac- 
companied by lively conver- 
sation, which inevitably 
comes back to business." 

One of her special plea- 
sures when visiting is watch- 
ing the preparation of the 
trattoria’s special dessert of 
vanilla ice-cream flavoured 
with balsamic vinegar 

However, she has had to 
® arn te control her expres- 
sions of gastronomic delight 
As she explains: “On an early 
visit after commenting on 
the quality 0 f the Parmesan, 
I found myself with a chunk 
that was big enough to put 
me seriously over the excess 
baggage limit" 

Naomi marks 

Africa Trattoria Da Sandro 
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Be ready now the CATs are out of the bag 


ANY REGl-LAK reader of this col- 
umn. temporarily vacated bv 
Jonathan Davis this week, will 
have noticed, hopefully, his em- 
phasis on a key fund management 
issue: delivering good value for 
investors' money. 

By this term, he means not sim- 
ply an emphasis on outstanding 
fund performance 'any manager 
with a sense of pride in his or her 
wort: will strive to achieve this>. but 
on that performance relative to the 
charges levied on the fund itself. 

For Jonathan, the best “value” 
funds in recent years have tended 
to be trackers, which replicate in 
some form the performance of one 
of a range of share indices, be 
they in the UK or worldwide. 

In recent years, the record of 
UK-linked trackers when compared 
with their more actively managed 
rivals speaks for itself. In the past 
three years. Gartmore's UK Index 
fund, an All-Share tracker, delivered 
growth of 67.2 per cent This per- 
formance places it in 23rd place 


within the UK growth and income 
sector, which consists of 130 funds. 
Virgin Direct’s tracker achieved 
near identical performance: £6,ouo 
invested in April i<*96 would now be 
worth £10,035. 

Performance, however, is not 
the only criteria by which we can 
assess whether a fund delivers 
value. Closely linked to it is the cost 
of investing in the fund itself. Quite 
clearly, a unit trust with a bid'offer 
spread (the difference between 
buying and selling a fund) of 5 or 
even 6 per cent, plus annual man- 
agement charges of 1.5 percent, will 
have to deliver considerably better 
performance year after year than 
a fund that has no initial charges 
and levies only a 0.5 per cent 
management fee each year. 

The evidence is that few active- 
fund managers succeed in deliv- 
ering the kind of outperformauce 
to justify the higher charges the}’ 
lev}-. Indeed, some funds, facing a 
sharp rise in the vaiue of Footsie 
company shares, have been forced 


to turn their funds virtually into 
“closet trackers”. 

According to a recent survey by 
Money Marketing, a specialist 
magazine aimed at financial ad- 
visers, some managers are buying 
shares in leading FboLsic compa- 
nies almost in the same proportion 
as trackers themselves. 

For insLance, the top 1 0 Footsie 
stocks at the beginning of 
March were BP Amoco. Glaxo 
Wellcome, British Telecom. 

Lloyds TSB, HSBC Holdings. 
SmilhKline Beecham. Vodafone. 
Shell, Barclays and Diageo. 

Taxing three funds as an ex- 
ample - Fidelity’s UK Growth. 
Hill Samuel British Unit TVusL 
and Henderson UK Capital Growth 
funds - all held shares in between 
seven and 10 of these top 10 Foot- 
sie companies, in roughly the same 
proportions as their weighting in 
the index. 

The position on charges has 
become even more complicated by 
the Treasury's attempts to ensure 



NIC 

CICUTTI 

CATmarks offer the 
potential for investors 
to tell at a glance 
whether the contracts 
they are signing 
offer fair charges on 
their money 


that investors in the new Individ- 
ual Savings Account iISAi, the 
tax-free wrapper that replaced 
PEPs last week, should operate 
some form of benchmark system. 

CATmarks <ihe initials stand 
for low Charges, easy Access and 
fair Terms) are its preferred solu- 
tion. Essentially, any company that 
aims to claim a CATmarb forits in- 
vestment fund must charge no 
more than l per cent in annual 
management fees, while the min- 
imum investment should be no 
more than £50 a month or £500 for 
lump sums. 

Ftind management companies 
have led a powerful rearguard ac- 
tion against CATmarks. They 
argue that more naive savers will 
be led to believe that the use of a 
CAT standard means the fund it- 
self carries some sort of govern- 
ment seal of approval. 

Second, and linked to the above, 
it is argued that by demanding 
such a low initial charge (instead 
of a more typical 5 per cent fee), a 


C ATmark bars independent finan- 
cial advisers iIFAs) from offering 
proper advice to savers. 

This is a powerful argument, 
which the Government has tried to 
counter by suggesting that EFA 5 
should be prepared to operate on 
a fee-paid basis when giving advice 
on equity-linked ISAs. But dearly, 
marty clients, used to the notion that 
their IFA is somehow magically 
able to recommend products with- 
out them ever having to pay hard 
cash for his advice, are likely to balk 
at paying £200 or more "for the 
privilege. 

Even so. the fund management 
industry's strictures on the need for 
proper advice would have had more 
validity were it not for the sight of 
investors queuing over the Easter 
bank holiday, all aiming to beat the 
5 April deadline for last-minute 
PEPs. As many interviews re- 
vealed at the time, many had no 
idea what they were doing or of the 
tax-effectiveness of PEPs relative 
to their financial needs. 


Bureaucratic they may be, and 
set at slightly too low a level for fund 
managers’ comfort Even so. CAT- 
marks still offer the potential for in- 
vestors to tell whether the 
contracts they are entering into 
offer fair charges on their money. 

Barely a handful of ISA 
providers have chosen to offer 
C. AT marked funds. Those that hare 
agreed met this week to devise a 
common logo. 

It is too soon to say whether this 
will raise the profile of CATmarked 
funds and prompt other providers 
to offer similar ones. Perhaps the 
only way this will happen will be if 
it becomes clear that investors are 
seeking out funds with low entry 
costs and decent performance. 

Even if CATmarks are not the 
magic answer to investors’ prayers, 
at least they raise questions about 
what we pay fond managers to look 
after our money - and what we get 
back in return. In the case of many 
pooled fund investments, the an- 
swer is: not much. 


Should you 
invest in. . . 
the retail 
sector? 
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AFTER A period of great uncertain- 
ty, investors are considering the re- 
tail sector. “Investors have seen the 
trend to lower interest rates and they 
are looking fora consumer recovery 
. as a result,” says Ashley Willing of 
MGartmore Fund Managers. 
w “People are buying into con- 
sumer stocks in the hope of this re- 
covery and in the belief that we are 
not going into recession.” 

This will come not a moment too 
soon for the beleaguered retail sec- 
tot Patrick Evers hed, a fond man- 
ager at Rathbone Brothers, says: 
“Retailers have been under pretty 
severe pressure recently. The prime 
example is Marks & Spencec If 
M&S has had a rough time, you can 
be certain it has been even worse for 
lots of other companies." 

The size and reputation of M&S 
has meant that its difficulties have 
cast a shadow over the whole sec- 
tw: “The sector is a headache for us,” 
says Geoff Millet head of research 
at B rewin Dolphin Securities. 

“You have one very large com- 
pany, Marks & Spencer, at die head 
of the sector, which we would not 
touch with a bargepole. We have a 
neutral recommendation for the 
sectot which means we like five of 
its major stocks but don't like the 
biggest.” 

^ The problem with M&S is that it 
has been very slow to confront its 
own difficulties. “M&S is a very in- 
teresting example of a company 
that has got it strategically wrong,” 
he adds. “Unlike Next which held its 
hands up, admitted its mistakes 
and put them right, M&S blamed 
everything apart from themselves. 
Now they have finally admitted they 
have got it wrong, it will take a very 
long time to sort things out" 

Another problem facing the re- 
tailers has been the reluctance of 
consumers to come out and spend 
in many areas. 

“It is baffling where consumers' 
money has gone,” Evershed adds. 
“Interest rates are falling and the 
economic background is healthy 
but consumers don’t seem to be 
, v spending. There is a surprising dls- 
£3 parity between the buoyancy of the 
housing market and retail sales.” 

That said, there are signs of con- 
siderable confidence behind the big- 
ger players in the sector. M&S 
excluded “There are five retailers 
which are very good companies but. 


BY Keiron root 


because they sit just behind the sec- 
tor leader; they can be tarred with 
same brush,” says Geoff Miller. 

“Kingfisher is a good play on Eu- 
rope, as well as the UK, with its 
French expansion, and European 
consumer confidence is still sky 
high. Boots has got over its problems 
of a pricy acquisition in the Eight- 
ies, sorted itself out and is produc- 
ing very strong results. GUS is 
almost as much a financial services 
business these days as a retailer 
Dixons is a play on the Internet and 
the expanding electronic goods mar- 
ket. Next is the best of the clothing 
retailers.” 

Ashley Willing agrees that it is the 
major players that warrant the most 
interest “It is the Dixons and the 
Kingfishers, companies that have 
strong franchises within their sec- 
tors, that we are most interested in." 
he says. “What we would look to 
avoid are those retailers who need 
inflation to get their pricing through 
and steer dear of franc hi ses that are 
undifferentiated from their peers.” 

He cites Kingfisher and Next as 
examples of this type of strong fran- 
chise. “Kingfisher has B&Q and its 
European business is very strong, 
whilst Next has maintained its fran- 
chise after a period of difficulties.” 
be says. “But more generally, cloth- 
ing is one of those areas where we 
are wary of becoming involved as 
it is very difficult to differentiate 
yourself.” 

Patrick Evershed adds: “There 
have been some much bigger dis- 
parities within the sector over recent 
months. Some companies have been 
doing pretty well and others have 
been suffering very severely. 

“The food retailers have been 
doing all right, with Ifesco doing par- 
ticularly wen and increasing market 
share, but they all may be hit by a 
monopolies Investigation." 

One area that has suffered has 
been consumer durables in gener- 
al and furniture retailers in partic- 
ular “Ftiraiture has gone through an 

especially bad period,” Evershed 
points out “This is particularly baf- 
fling because the housing market 
has been booming and when the 
housing market is strong furniture 
usually does well” 

He suggests the recent under- 



Shoppers at a branch of B&Q. part of the Kingfisher group, which is one of tbe biggest players in the retail sector 


performance of furniture retailers 
could be due to a previously 
unforeseen boom. 

“One explanation could be that 
two years ago, with the demutuali- 
sations, furniture sales boomed. So 
it is perhaps not that 1998 was a very 

bad year but that 1997 was excep- 
tionally good. But the trend is con- 
tinuing and the latest figures from 
John Lewis show sales are still sig 
mficanLIy down.” 

He highlights the parallel expe- 
rience of the carpet retailers to 
show the variety of performance 
within the sector. “Carpet right. 
Phil Harris’ company, has been 
doing particularly well, but 
Allied Carpets has been doing very 
badly." he says. “Management skills 
seem to have been ever more im- 
portant over the last year than in the 
past” 

Some types of retailer have un- 
doubtedly done better than others. 
Patrick Evershed says: “Another 
area that has been doing well is DK 
as that does go up in line with 
house prices, and anything to do with 


computer services and the Internet 
has been strong. One example of a 
solid performer is Era Group, which 
owns Beatties, the games and hob- 
bies chain, where one-third of Its 
business is in computer games. 

“Electronic Boutique has also 
been doing well fur similar reasons. 
Dixons has also come up very 
strongly, partly because of its In- 
ternet service, coupled with the ar- 
rival of digital TV. 

“Initially, digital TV is seen as a 
negative because it means people 
will slop buying existing equipment, 
but over Uie next two years, those 
selling digital TV will do very’ well.” 

This argument also leads us back 
to Kingfisher, with Patrick Evershed 
pointing out that the company's 
ownership of Comet gives it a stake 
in the digital revolution. 

GeuiT Miller also nules that King- 
fisher may well benefiL from M&S' 
continued troubles. “The weighting 
of M&S has come down quite con- 
siderably. - ' he says. "It is now much 
closer lo Kingfisher and if it con- 
tinues to underperform the sector. 


M&S may even lose its top spot” The 
generally positive economic back- 
ground also gives considerable 
grounds for optimism. 

Ashley Willing say’s: “We are in a 
low-inflation, low-growth environ- 
ment. so sales will improve, al- 
though we are not going to see 
stellar volumes. Consumers will be 
very price aware and very’ value 
aware and will go for the retailers 
with strong franchises ora dominant 
market position. 

“That is why we would look at the 
majors, where we see better growth 
and better prospects and stay away 
from the second-line retailers." 

Others take a broader view. Tbe 
fact that so many retail shares have 
fallen from grace means that the sec- 
tor does offer considerable recovery 
potential. Geoff Miller says: "We 
are quite keen on consumer cycli- 
cal. and the recent change in sec- 
tor classifications has helped this by 
making investors realise there are 
some retailers which respond to 
cyclical factors. Interest rates 
are coming down and we believe 


there is scope for them to come 
down further. This will continue to 
boost consumer confidence and lead 
to a recovery in these cyclical 
stocks,” 

Even the furniture and carpet re- 
tailers might benefit “The really 
geared plays on consumer cyclicals 
are the furniture and carpet retail- 
ers,” he says. “They have got slaugh- 
tered but now offer some interesting 
opportunities if you really believe 
that there is going to be a pick-up in 
consumer confidence." 

Patrick Evershed says: “There 
are some very good areas, and so 
many share prices have fallen so 
sharply, especially the small com- 
panies. that there is considerable 
scope for improvement As an ex- 
ample, we have a holding in John 
David Sports, which sells training 
shoes. Their shares were at 1350 in 
mid-1997 but fell to a low of 48p pret- 
ty quickly. They are now just below 
I30p so they have gone up two and 
a half times from their low, but this 
was partly because they had fallen 
too far in the first place," 


Jason Bye 


SHAREWATCH 


BUY 

Scottish & Southern Energy is fun- 
damentally undervalued, argues 
Salom Smith Barney, which notes 
the shares (563p) are trading at 
about a 20 per cent discount to their 
sura-of-the-parts valuation. SSE is 
graded as a low-risk buy, with a price 
target of 693p. Investec Henderson 
Crosthwaite has moved FI extech 
(775p) back to a buy from hold after 
the full-year results and confirma- 
tion of additional investment in new 
digital interactive services Hen- 
derson has raised its target price 
from 705p to 850p. 

SELL 

Stanley Leisure (276p> says Char- 
terhouse, pointing out that prospects 
in both the provincial casino market 
and the London high-roller market 
remain bleak. On a prospective p/e 
multiple of 17.4 and a p/e premium 
of 19 per cent to the sector, 
the shares still look too high, adds 
Charterhouse. 


No Pain, No gain: our, Man’s portfolio 


Safeway may be one way to shop for that blue chip bargain 


BLUE CHIPS cannot be expected to 
make relentless headway. They are. 
of course, mauled during a bear mar- 
ket And even the best may occa- 
sionally fall on hard times, sending 
their shares skidding into a seem- 
ingly bottomless pit, while the rest 
of the market is heading north. 

There is no doubt that past mar- 
ket setbacks have presented ideal 
bu ying opportunities. The stupefy- 
ing 1987 meltdown, which prompt- 
ed investors around the world into 
blind and panicky selling, is now re- 
garded as little more than a blip. 
Anyone who did manage to buy at 
the depressed 1987 prices, and I 
Imow dealing then was extremely dif- 


ficult not to say impossible, has 
since been able to reap rich rewards 
as shares have hit new highs. 

A splendid buying opportunity oc- 
curred only months ago. In October; 
worries about Asia and Russia and 
the perceived impact of the near fail- 
ure of the highly sophisticated Long 
Tterm Capital Management hedge 
fund, sent Footsie sliding to 4,698.9. 
In the chill autumn climate, for ex- 
ample, Dixons, now 1,473?, was 
below 500p, and P&O, sailing at 
967p, could be found at 489p. 

Market crashes are often unex- 
pected. Pew observers expect one 
this year. The more realistic pes- 
simists see mere consolidation, or 


at worst a gentle drift to around 
5,700, as about the most bearish dis- 
play we can expect 

So investors hunting for the cut- 
price bargains should seek a blue 
chip that has fallen out of favour yet 
should have the strength to recov- 
er its winning ways. Safeway could 
fit the bill. The supermarket chain 
has had an appalling run, falling 
from 426.5p to 248p in a few years as 
profits weakened and the market has 
questioned its strategy. 

Profits are due next month; they 
will be disappointing. Around £348m 
(against £340*m> is the analytical 
consensus. A few years ago Safeway 
nudged £430m. The group's fall from 



DEREK 

PAIN 


grace has been brutal but there is 
evidence the chain is clawing its way 
back. 

It was once, of course, the pre- 
serve of the legendary Jimmy Gul- 
liver. In his day it aspired to be a 
leading drinks group as well as a su- 
permarket force. But once it lost the 
infamous battle with Guinness for 
control of the staid old Scotch whisky 
and gin group. The Distillers Co. 
the Gulliver star waned and the 
drinks side, his special love, was 
unceremoniously ditched. 

At first the concentration on su- 
IJermarkeis looked a shrewd move. 
But Safeway has been squeezed by 
the growing power of J Sainsbury 


and Tfesco and the recovery by the 
once-ailing Asda. Still if next mouth's 
results are in line with expectations 
Safeway’s shares are clearly un- 
dervalued They are selling at less 
then 10 times earnings and offer a 
pretty safe 5.8 per cent dividend 
yield; not bad in these low interest 
rate days. A leading analyst, Paul 
S middy at Credit Lyonnais, has 
called the share price “ludicrous". 

The year, which ended last 
month, may represent the nadir of 
Safeway ’s fortunes. But even if 
there is further disappointment the 
group, which already looks vulner- 
able to a predator, could find its in- 
dependence under threat. Safeway 


has already held talks with Asda; 
they were abandoned because of 
perceived Westminster opposition. 
But other possible buyers hover. Wal- 
Mart, the big US retail group, has 
made no secret of its desire to ex- 
pand into Europe and a struggling 
Safeway could well prove to be the 
vehicle it selects. 

Then there is Royal Ahoid. The 
Dutch supermarket chain is in an ac- 
quistive mood Rumours swirled last 
month it had set its sights on Safe- 
way as the aisle for its British ex- 
pansion. It will, no doubt, wait until 
Safeway has rolled out its figures be- 
fore deciding whether it is worth 
making a pitch for the chain. 
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INVESTING IN ISAS 


Top marks 



the standard bearers 




pcN M. 


AN INDIVIDUAL Savings Account 
boasting a government CAT stan- 
dard is supposed to be "straight Ear- 
ward, fair and offer decent 

value". But despite the heavy pub- 
licity given to the voluntary stan- 
dards, and the Government's stated 
desire to see companies competing 
to beat them and bringdown the cost 
of saving, few ISA companies will be 
using them. 

Some have products that would 
qualify or be able to qualify with a 
little tweaking but are in effect boy- 
cotting the scheme, firms not of- 
fering CATmarked ISAs say that, far 
from improving clarify in the crowd- 
ed savings market -which is another 
government aim - CAT marks will 
confuse people into thinking they are 
a performance guarantee. 

They also complain that the tough 
criteria the standards lay down 
means they ran be used only on a 
very narrow range of products. TO 
qualify for a CATmark an ISA has to 
match or better criteria laid down by 
the Government on charges, access 
to funds and terms it offers. 

The Treasury argues the stan- 
dards are “challenging but sustain- 
able". CAT standard stocks and 
shares ISAs can charge no more than 
I per cent per year of the amount of 
money invested, and ha ve a minimum 
investment of no more than £500 for 
a lump sum or £50 per month. 

Cash ISAs can levy no charges 
other than for replacements such as 
lost cards, allow withdrawals in no 
Ires than seven days and have a min- 
imum investment of no more than 
£10. They must pay interest of no less 
than two percentage points below 
Bank of England base rates and 
raise rates within a month of the 
Bank doing so. 

Abbey National is launching a 
CAT standard ISA paying 6 per cent 
on deposits from £1. rising to 6.5 per 
cent on £3.000. But the bank says that 
while it is offering an insurance-linked 
ISA. this wall not be CATmarked. 

CAT standard insurance ISAs 
can charge no more than 3 percent 
a year, have minimum premiums of 
no more than £250 for a himp sum 
or £25 a month, and have surrender 
values after three years that must 
at least return the value of what has 
been paid in. 

The Research Department a fi- 
nancial research firm, has analysed 
over 128 “mini” ISAs, which offer just 
one of the three components that can 
make up an ISA, and 106 “maxi" of- 
ferings, which must provide the 
stocks and shares element and can 
add a cash or life insurance or both. 

It found just 12 out of 86 stocks 
and shares mini ISAs offered a CAT 
standard option, none of six insur- 


By James Moore 


ance mini ISAs offered CAT stan- 
dards, and just 39 of 83 cash mini 
ISAs, offered CAT standard options. 

As for Maxi ISAs. just 13 of 106 
with the compulsory stocks and 
shares element boast a CAT stan- 
dard, while none of six with a life in- 
surance element, and only 15 of 43 
with a cash element, have them. 

Of those CATmarked stocks and 
shares ISAs on the market, nearly 
all will be so-called index trackers, 
which aim to “track 7 ’ the perfor- 
mance of a recognised stock market 
index, such as the PTSE 100. 

Norwich Union and Standard 
Life, however, will be offering “ac- 
tively man aged" funds with CAT- 
marks, which aim to beat either a 
stock market index or an industry 
performance benchmark. 

But many firms wanting to offer 
stocks and shares CATmarked prod- 
ucts have been forced to cut charges. 

Virgin Direct bad to drop the £2 
fee for monthly contributions into its 
index-tracking PEP from its index 
tracking ISA replacement Legal & 
General also ditched monthly fees on 
three CATmark qualifying funds. 
Norwich Union had to remote initial 
charges from its three qualifying 
actively managed funds, and Stan- 
dard Life had to cut the annual 
management fee on its actively man- 
aged CATmark fond from 15 to 1 per 
cent 

Gordon Maw. Virgin Direct's mar- 
keting manager, says the company 
believes CATmarked ISAs will at- 
tract enough savers to make them 
pay. He says: “We have got through 
the diffi cult period and now it looks 
like CATmarks are established as an 
important part of the ISA." 

Gartmore is one company that 
could easily offera stocks and shares 
ISA with a CATmark but refuses to do 
so. A spokeswoman says: “Although 
we agree with improving darify we 
think customers will see CATmarks 
as some kind of guarantee. 

"We think CATmarks are en- 
couraging people to go in without ex- 
plaining the dangers, they are all 
right for cash ISAs but not stocks and 
shares." 

Other big-name fund managers 
such as Jupiter; Perpetual, and 
Schraders, which do significant busi- 
ness with independent financial ad- 
visers, have also decided to snub the 
CATmark scheme. 

But Neil Liversidge, investment 
adviser at DBS, an independent fi- 
nancial advice network, says: "I 
think more will come on the market 
as more companies look to sell 
direct to the public rather than 
through independent advisers." 
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Abbey National is launching a CAT standard ISA that will pay 6 per cent on deposits from £1, rising to 6.5 per cent on savings of £3,000 


Andrew Buicrman 
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NOW THAT we are in the era of 
individual savings accounts iISAsh 
we have much more freedom of 
choice when it comes to equity- 
linked investments. No longer do 
the rules restrict us to just the UK 
and European stock markets if we 
want to use our foil allowance and 
take maximum advantage of the tax. 
benefits as they did with personal 
equity plans. 

Instead, we can put our money 
anywhere we want and in virtual- 
ly any sort of fond, apart from ven- 
ture capital trusts, and shelter the 
investment from capital gains and 
-income tax. 

If we choose to invest with a fond 
management group, then for the 
next five years it can also reclaim 
half the advanced corporation 


tax that companies pay on the 
dividends they distribute. 

“But don't feel that you have to 
rush out and buy an ISA." says 
Stephen Lansdown, of Hargreaves 
Lansdown. “Many groups have yet 
to announce their plans, so it may 
be worthwhile waiting until you see 
what they have to offer." 

Use the time to sort out your 
investment priorities. "Attitude to 
risk is the most important factor 
when it comes to making invest- 
ment derisions, and this applies just 
as much with ISAs." advises Jo 
North of Pretty Financial. “A good 
independent finnnrial adviser (IFA) 
can help you with this.” 

If you decide to use an IFA. he 
or she wfll look at your overall port- 
folio. If you don't want to use one. 


then there are several points to bear 
in min d. 

“If you have been investing in 
PEPs in the past then make sure 
that your ISA choice is comple- 
mentary," says Roddy Kohn of 
Kohn Cougar “What you want is a 
balanced portfolio, not overexpo- 
sure to any particular markets. Al- 
ways bear in mind that ISAs, just 
like PEPs, are intended for long- 
term investment" 

“Also try to take out your ISA 
with a group that has a wide range 
of funds,” says Jo North. “Over 
time, you may want to switch your 
investments as your priorities 
change and this will ghre you a 
greater degree of choice." 

So where should you start If you 
are new to equity investments. 


then Roddy Kohn suggests you 
could take a look at Norwich 
Union's CATmarked UK Growth 
fond or HSBC’s FTSE All Share 
tracker fund as “the UK is likely to 
be one of the best growth areas this 
year. Some commentators are 
already forecasting that the stock 
market could rise to 7,200 in a yean" 
Stephen Lansdown also advises 
first-time investors to stk±with UK 
or European funds for the time 
being. He points out “just because 
there is 3 wider choice with ISAs, 
you should notfoiget first principles. 
These are that your first invest- 
ments should be at home where the 
risks are lower Fbur years down the 
road, when your portfolio has 
grown, then you should consider in- 
vesting elsewhere in the world”. 


If you are a very cautious in- 
vestor or in need of income, then all 
the experts agree on the merits ot 
the M&G corporate bond foods. 

Managed by Theodora Zemek, both 
the conventional and the high-yield 
funds have produced good perfor- 
mance records. Other than M&G, 
“Aberdeen Fixed Interest, Jupiter 
Income and Perpetual High In- 
come should always be consid- 
ered". says Stephen Lansdown. 

“More adventurous investors 
should consider growth funds from 
groups such as Jupiter, Izxvesco, 
M&G, Fidelity, Schroder. Hender- 
son, Gartmore and Save & Pro sper 71 
says Jo North. “I the best PEP man- 
agers are likely to be the best ISA 
managers.” 

tony Lyons 
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•AER stands for Annual Equivalent Rate and illustrates what the interest would be if interest was paid and compounded each jreac 'Tax-free’ means tree of income tax. Halifax ISA Saver conditions 
apply. VanaWe interest paid annually. Seven days notice (nr withdrawal', (minimum £10). ISAs are made up ol one or more of the following components - cash, stocks and shares and insurance. Mini 
ISAs hold these components in separate accounts and each mini ISA can be held with a different ISA manager and in a maxi ISA these must be held with the same ISA manager. Different investment 
limits apply to mini and maa ISAs. 'A TESSA only ISA if it only holds matured TESSA capital. Halifax ISA Saver meets all the CAT standards. Charges - No one-off or regular charges ol any kind. 
Access - Minimum transaction size lo be no greater than £10. Withdrawals within seven working days. Terms - Interest rates no lower than two percentage points below the base rate. II an ISA is 
described as meeting the CAT standards it does ml mean that it is m any way -Gwemment approved* or right for you. Halifax pic. Regstered office: Trinity Road, Halifax. West Yorkshire HX1 2FG. 

Registered in England No. 2367076. 
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I • " >This rate can.be yours with £3.000 to invest in our mini 
cash' Halifax ISA Saver. People wanting to save 
• between £1.000 and £3.000 needn't feel left out. We‘!l 
* guarantee £ rate to match or beat the Bank of England's 
base rate until at least 5th April 2000. Drop into a l 
branch' or call CSCKTO2ri20 for an information pack. 


It*s not fair. You just get to grips with TESSAs and PEPs, 
then they go and bring out ISAs. If that wasn’t enough to contend 
with, there’s Mini ISAs. Maxi ISAs and CAT standards. 

Still confused? Ybu’ve every right to be. 

There Is a way to And out all you need to I 

know about ISAs: talk to us at Lincoln. — 


particular 

©Lincoln 


HALIFAX 

Get a little extra help. 


H.inf».f or j aistt F WarcmJ r— ^ 

Clear solutions in a complex world 


We’ll e*plain plainly and simply what an ISA is. and 
more importantly, whether it’s right for you and your 
particular situation. 

1 03,1 Unco,n *«e on 0300 783 0222 and 

:Oln an ™ 1 S 8 ** tatk to one of our financial advisers, 
i There ’ 0131 was sim P'* wasn't rtV 
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BEST PERFORMING 

OVER ONE VtAK 
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2 

fidehty American 

2.171 64 

3 
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4 
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Jove - Cap (2004) 


4.794 14 

3 

For & Col Enterprise 


4.677 55 

4 

Fleming Inc & Gth-Cap (2000)W 


KFS3EM 

5 

Jos Holdings - Cap (2003) 


3.409 09 


WORST PERFORMING 


312 

Far & Col Emerging Mkts Wts 


107 14 

313 

City ot Oxford Wts 



314 

Aberdeen New Dawn B Wts 



315 

Edinburgh Java Wts 



316 

Central European Gtb Wts 


6.50 I 


Mean/Count 

1.457.57/316 1 


BEST PERFORMING 



OVI K 10 VK\K.N 



BMI 

Mir raBST/oric 


CASH 

1 

For & Col Enterprise 


10.668 77 

2 

Franrihigton Dual-Cap (1999) 


9.094 89 

3 

CaadoveT 


6.455.62 

4 

Jupiter Primadona Growth 


6.436 39 

5 

Edinburgh US Tracker 


EMFT-MI 


WORST PERFORMING 


110 

BaiDie Gifford Shin Nippon 


983.70 

111 

For & Cal Emerging Markets 


t wmi 

112 

Trust of Property Shares 


834 72 

113 

Korea -Europe Fund 


384.76 

114 

INVESCD Enterprise 


317.56 


Mean/Count 

3,073.17/114 1 


Source: Standard & Poors /Micro pal 


iNYESCO JAPAN 
DISCOVER!' WARRANTS 

cr.: it% 57 .TK r : tec c<c cm sea 


. 

Oi i- 

I—Khid j 

/, 0 



■ Bisra-jK l 

J,. 


• 

I 


r 3 




AMJ JASGHDJ FHA - 5.1 


CENTRAL EUROPEAN 

GROWTH WARRANTS 


■Vi'U nv-rfmin; :rus: e-.e: aw >er t 
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Uk Fixed Interest/High income Funds 



UII 

BEST PERFORMING UNIT TRUSTS 

ln:Ljl ? .030 lump sum. offer u tiiQ Oasis 

ONE YEAH FIVE YEARS 

as rasa tsrsusi cash m rnee intebest 

Fidelity Inst Fds UK Bond 1 .143.86 AberdeenProi Steriinn Bond 

CASH 

1.678 77 

BAH 

1 

2 

Hid Samuel Bond Index 

1.143.27 

Dresdner RCM Preference 

1,650.73 

2 

3 

Barclays High Income 

1.127.32 

Henderson Preference & Bond 

1,639.61 

M 

0 

m 

legal & Gen Fixed Interest 1.1 13.90 

CGU PPT Monthly Income Plus 

1.637 73 

m 

m 

Fidelity UoneyBuilder Inc 

1,111.64 

M&G Corporate Bond 

1.636.35 

5 


WORST PERFORMING UNIT TRUSTS 


7" 1 

FramBngtOn Convertible 

969 94 

Edinburgh UK Fixed lot Cl A 

1.418.99 

19 

74 

Edinburgh UK Fixed Int Cl 8 982.47 

Lloyds TSB Premier Income 

1.391.46 

20 

75 

Edinburgh UK Fixed Ini Cl A 976.57 

Govelt Corporate Bond 

1.3SS.30 

21 

76 

Singer & Fried Ptel Inc 

975 52 

1HVE5CO GQt & Fixed Interest 

1 .367 61 

22 

7? 

Sovereign Controlled Pert 

926.33 

Sovereign Controlled Perfimnce 

1.294 94 

23 


Mean/Count 1.054 72 73 

Mean/Count 

1.503 96 23 



BEST PERFORMING INVESTMENT TRUSTS 



lr>Q3 

£1000 lump sum. mid-price 10 mid-pnee 




ONE YEAR 

FIVE TEARS 



UII 

hick neons uwstikht hosts cash 

msa wtouE m»Tum tbbsts 

CASH 

Mil 

■; 

M&G High Income (GRD Ut) 1.1 55.70 

Dartmoor 

2.413.41 

1 

2 

Cairngorm BS Units 

1.161.87 

Glasgow Income 

1.924.0c 

2 

3 

Aberdeen High Income 

1.13627 

Gartntore Scotland Pkge Unit 

1 S99.28 

3 

4 

Cairngorm Demutualisationl.iOO 61 

Shires Income 

1.890.00 

m 


EEssamaEaa 

M&G Income Geared Unit 

1.373.91 

m 


WORST PERFORMING INVESTMENT TRUSTS 


14 

Aberdeen Convertible Income969 33 

City Merchants High yield 

1.837.07 

6 

'.5 

M&6 Income Geared Unit 

941.91 

Henderson High Income 

1.650.32 

7 

■? 

Eartmore Scotland pkge Unit 931.5 

M&G Recovery Geared Unit 

1.610.05 

3 

77 

OUM Convertible Units 

900 41 

G overt High Income 

1.464 23 

9 

■ £ 

M&G Recovery Geared Unit 300.15 

Aberdeen Convertible Income 

1.171.91 

10 


Mean/Count 1,041.94/18 

Mean/Count 

1,773.99/10 





Source: Standard & Poors /Micro pal 



PERMANENT 

INTEREST-B E A RING SHARES 



95 97 -?8 9a 


CENTRAL EUROPEAN 

growth warrants 

Vrow investment irus: ovei fne >ean 

ISO 50 



94 95 '96 97 90 99 


BIBS 

Birmingham 

COUPON tgiQU. M 

Bin 


PBICE IPBDCt) 

14S 

TIHB Igtoii, X) 

6.33 

Bradford 

II 5 ? 

10000 

188 

fi.18 

Bradford 

13 

HRiTTTil 

210 

619 

Britannia 

13 



647 

Coventry 

12% 

1,000 

191 

6.35 

Leeds & Holheck , 

13% 

^'•^BWTTTB 

206’“ 

6.48 

Newcastle 

llfij 

1000 

175 

8.14 

Newcastle 

12 '% 

1.000 

207 


Skipton 

12% 


216 

5.96 

PEBPETDAE SDBDBDIBATEB BONDS 

Cheltenham and Gtoucester 

COUPON (gran. X) 

IP* 

HINIHBH (£1 

50.000 

PBICE (BNNM) 

186 

riELD IgrflM, X| 

6.32 


ll^j 

10.000 

161 


Halifax 


50.000 

1331* 

6.55 

Hafifax 

12 


173'.? 

6.92 

Halifax 

iato 

50.000 

211 

6.46 


is?* 


196 

6.B2 

Northern Rock 

12 5 4 

1.000 

198 T * 

6.36 


Source: Greenwich Nat West 




Best Savings Rates 


Critical Illness Cover 


Best Mortgage Rates 




TuSYLWo 


t 




led 


incolB' 



INSTANT ACCESS BRANCH ACOUNTS 


irnci 
Ol TERM 


Tesco 


TELEPNOAE ACCDBVT 

08457104010 Barn Savings Instant 


* 

OROSi 


% 

Ul 


IITFIETT 

PAI1 


£1 


4.50% 4.50% Yly 






Hfi, ,,1, 

woemea 

0800222200 Card Saver 

Instant 


4 75% 

4.75% 

Yly 


■kHT ;T f;AiW '•'-'T". 'm 

Instart 

rns^m 

4.75% 

4.75% 

Yly 

Teacher's BS 

01202 843550 BnSon 

Instant 


K EixM 

4.35% 

'/..Yly 

POSTAL/TELEPHONE ACCOUNTS 

- NO NOTICE 


Effl 

0845 6000292 Savings 

Post/Phone 

£i 

6.00% 

6.00% 

Yty 

1 ; .-iB&ftti! 

" 

Telephone 

Cl 

5.75% 

5.75% 

Yly 

Scottish Widows Batk 

08458450829 InstantTraiister 

Fost/Phone 

El 00 

mxm 

5.80% 

Yiy 





EPIiEl 

viy 


NOTICE ACCOUNTS AND BONDS 



ItarimUraBS 

0845 6006061 Notice Saver 

30 Day 

£100 

5.80% 

5.80% 

Yly 

Scarborangh BS 

01723500616 40 Day Access 

40 Day 


5.95% 

5.95% 

Yiy 

|7rT7",i 

0845 8450829 60 Day Notice 

60 Day (B) 

£100 



Yly 

Manchester BS 

01618338898 Prism 

120 Day 

£10.000 

6.05% 

6.05% 

Yly 


CHEQUE ACCOUNTS 




San Bank 

01438 744505 HICA 

None 

£1,000 

425% 

4.25% 

Yly 

AMC Bank 

■liCie'rrJt'ftB , 1 1 1 fBMIPIL ill 

Instant 

£5.000 

525% 

5.35% 

cay 

Leeds ftHOlheckBS 

■ftvmfcWffk*; w U15THH 

instant 

£5.000 

5.00% 

5.00% 

Yly 


i| 1 1 

None 

£5.000 

4.75% 

4.85% 

Miy 


FIXED RATE BONDS 




IfnWmi 

natuax 

01422333333 Grteed Besenre 

6 Month 

£2,000 

5.75%F 

5.83% 

Yly 


0845 6004466 Fixed Rate Bond 

15.00 

£5.000 

6.05%F 

6.05% 

Yly 

1 t? 

ViTjTT iT'Ji’yTTT^BTT' :J ! 1 ; " j : v , ’.‘I 




EeBjI 

Yly 

Frizzed Bank 

0800373191 Raed Rates 

4 Yfear 

£2.500 

5.25%F 

5.32% 

Yly 


MINI CASH ISAS 





Hatioawide BS 

0500 302010 CAT Standard 

Instant 

£1 

6.50% 

6.50% 

Yly 


0845 6006061 CAT Standard 



625% 

6.25% 

YN 

Abbey Rational 

0800100801 CAT Standard 

Nwe 


6.50% 

6.50% 

Yly 


0800 883322 Non CAT Standard 

Instant 

£3.000 

6.75% 

675% 

Y>y 


TESSAS ONLY ISA S 





Woolwich 

0800 222200 CAT Standard 

instant 

£1 

6.00% 

6.00% 

Yly 

Abbey Hatieaal 

0800100801 CAT Standard 

Instart 

£1.000 

625% 

625% 

Yly 

rinrtlM 

naurax 


7 Day 


umM 

f^',% 

Jfi 

Coventry BS 

0845 7665522 Not CAT Crated 

Instant 


650% 

6.50% 

Yly 


OFFSHORE ACCOL/NTS (GROSS) 



Portman Channel Wands 01481 822747 Instant 6 

None 

£5,000 

5.50% 

5.50% 

E 9^9! 

r-." - ”"'T. : 'i' T ’iWI 

01624 673373 International test None 

£25.000 

6.00% 

6.00% 

YW 

Rortbera Rock Guernsey 

01481 714600 Offshore 90 


£25.000 

625% 

6.25% 

Yly 


! ■ 1 l'-Ai'-LK 11 

■ i|i i J 


6.65% 

6.65% 

JH 


GUARANTEED INCOME BONDS (NET) 



GE Ftaancfd Assmance 

01813803388 

1 Year 

£10,000 

4-20%RI 


Yly 

GE Ftaandal Assurance 

01813803388 

2 Year 

£10.000 

4.10%™ 

I 

Yiy 

Countrywide Assured 

0800838020 

3 tar 

£10,000 

4.10%FN 

Yly 

CmmtnrBride Asmnd 

0800838020 

4tar 

£10.000 

4.40%FN 

Yly 

NATIONAL SAVINGS ACCOUNTS (GROSS) 



1BVFSTM0IT ACCOUNTS 

1 Month 

£20 

3.65% 


Yiy ... 




£500 

3.80% 


Yly 




£2.500 

3.90% 


Yly 




£5.000 

4.00% 


Yly 




£10.000 

420% 


Yly 




£25,000 

4.45% 


Yly 




£50,000 

4.95% 


-3 

INCOME BONDS 


3 Month 

£2.000 

4,95% 


Mlv 




£25.000 

520% 


Mil .. 

CASH ISA 


Install 

£10 

5.75% 


Yly 

CAPITAL BONDS Series P 

5 tar 

£100 

4.65%F 


0M 

RUST OPTION BONDS 


12 Month 

£1.000 

4.65%F 


viy 




£20.000 

4.90%F 


Yly 

PFUSffHfBtS 6UABANTSD DICOBffi KJ8D Series 9 

5 Year 

£500 

4.65%F 


Mfy 

sotn ISSUE Rax tree) 


Star 

El 00 

3.50%F 


OM 

1STH 1BDEX-LHKB) {tax free] 

5 Year 

£100 

T£5%r + 
hrflation 

DM 

run nmars anra issue R Rax free) 

5 tar 

£25 

4.65%F 


0M 


AER -Annual Eqmratatt Rate. B-Operated by past and tefcphune. F-Ftoud rale (on otber rain* u* varial*;). N = Net rate 
OM- Merest paid on maturf* P- Operated by posLT-Opcratel by telephone. All rates subjo* to change -ilhoui noike 
Pieaw diMk nil rates and terms befareinMSting. All rates lexccpt Guaranteed Incwnc Bondar are shown en& 

Figures compiled am 12 April .999 


j MoniNy preimims lur £50.000 sum assured l>v 25 years, non smokers 

MEN 


WOMEN 


BEE 38 


ACE SI 


Guardrail 

1200 

Pegasus 

1207 

Pennasrat 

12.77 

legal & General 

1360 

Pegasus 

1292 

Scottish Provident 

13 85 

Legal & General 

13.00 

Permanent 

14 21 

«ce u 




Swiss Life 

1619 



Guardian 

17 70 

Scottish Provident 

1717 

Permanent 

1620 

Swiss Lite 

17 78 

Ln:ira 

1850 

Canada Lite 

17.80 

«et 48 


ACF 40 


Swiss life 

25 72 

Scottish Providenl 

2320 

Permanent 

2716 

Pegasus 

23.52 

Legal & General 

27.40 

Legal & General 

24 50 

Scottish Provident 

27.59 

Canada Life 

24 80 

IU « 


ACE « 


Scottish Provident 

40 16 

Scottish Provident 

3135 

Swiss Life 

40.48 

Zurich Life 

31.57 

Canada Lite 

43.40 

Canada Life 

34 40 

Guardian 

44.45 

BUPA 

38 bS 

ttt so 


ACE SO 


Scottish Provident 

58.98 

Zraicfa Life 

4399 

■ 1 — 

H3XZjH§ 

Scottish Provident 

46.35 

Swiss Life 

6211 

Canada Life 

46 20 

CGU life 

75 90 

CGU life 

53 25 

Source: Term Direct 


Compulsory Purchase annuities ; 

£100.000 pur cruise guaranieea rive years monovy in advance 


LEVEL 



Nl*4l .1 1 1 II I 



M«LE BO 

MALE IS 

HALE 71 

Canada Lite 

7 £34 

8.834 

10 194 

Legal & General 

7.679 

8.773 

10.162 

Friends Providenl 

7.670 

8.756 

10.230 


FINALE ID 

FINALE IS 

FENAU 70 

Canada Life 

7.319 

8.133 

9.304 

Friends Provident 

C.918 


6.872 

Equitable Life 

6.968 

7 676 

8.633 

1» »IM 1 

i n i : v, n» r.tNrtn | 


HALE CO 

NILE SS 

HALE 70 


FINALE EE 

FE HALE ID 

FINALE IS 

Canada Lite 

6.820 

7.4.30 

8 279 

Stahuml 

6.558 

7 375 

0.134 

Equitabte life 


7.170 

7.954 


INDEX-LINKED 



sirii.t 

r i ir l 



MAIE 80 

HALE BS 

MALI 70 

Prudential 

5.769 

6 759 

8.067 

Sun life 

5.554 

6 718 

8,305 

Standard life 

5.520 

6.636 

8.100 


nun re 

FEMALE iS 

FEMCLE 70 

Prudential 

5.092 

5.788 

6.859 

Equitable Lite 

4.9» 

5673 

6.697 

Canada Life 

4 723 

6.571 

6,765 

JOINT 

1 I FI:. : 1 Wll-tiW 5 Itr.NLm 


■ALE CO 

MALE ES 

Nats to 


FINALE ss 

FINALE IB 

FEMALE IS 

Prudential 

4.6«7 

5.272 

6.039 

Equitable Life 

4.654 

5.149 

5 955 

Sun Lite 

4.170 

4.944 

3.897 

Source: Annuity Direct 


FIXED RATES 

TEUPHOIE RATE 


WITHOUT REDEMPTION TIE-IN 

PERIOD MU FEE lOCEITtVE 
UV 


BEDEMPTIOO 

PERALTT 


nationwide BS 

0800 302010 5 39% 

2 years 

90% 

£95 

ReFuno ol vafcidan ice. 

NoMP 

1 a Syrs 4 G morans moresl 

Lambeth Simply 
Postal 

0645 909192 4.94% 

1.4.02 

95% 

£295 

Hofcfty voucher min £100 

To 14 0 C»ot advance 

Portman BS 


ximi 

95% 

£300 

Advances up kj Wkm WP 

k) 1 . 5 /M emorahsweresi 

NatWest Mtg Sere 0600 400999 5.69% 

HIM 

95% 

£295 

To90%.B3M*?nBteD45 k> 31 5 . 0 k vntafile 

FIXED RATES - WITH EXTENDED REDEMPTION TIE-IN 

Staffordshire BS 

0800 216121 3.49% 

01^.01 

90% 

£295 

~ 

1 b 1 5 04 - 5 % otoim repaid 

Mtm 


Ql.5.02 

95% 

£295 

HolitavouchH -n» C 100 

ia 5 years - 51 b otadvroce 

Scarborough BS 

0990133149 4.30% 

3 years 

95% 

£295 

- 

la 5 years. 5 % ot sun repad 

Northern Rock 

0845 6050500 5.29% 

01.7.04 

90% 

£395 

Free ASU tor 6 monte 

S adw upiP SOW. No WP 

ls» 7 yrr i- 5 *k ol sun repaid 

CAPPED RATES 

Lambeth Simpry 


FT-FM 

95% 

£295 

Huhby vuato. mm £ 100 - 

l-SL 5 yii. 5 % 01 advance 

Bristol & West 

11300119955 4.79% 

01.6.01 

95% 

£295 

Advances up u 85 % Mo MP 

lo 31 304 a swn repaid 

Hinkley & Rugby BS0800 774499 4 89% 

3 years 


£2505 

Free ASU toe 6 monte & advs n> la 5 yrs. 3 \ tf SR 






10 90 % NoMP 


Scarborough BS 

0390133149 5.65% 

4 years 

95% 

£295 


lsi-lyra 5 Soi sun reps) 


FIRST-TIME BL^XRS (VARIABLE UNLESS SHOWN) 


Woolwich 

0345 454546 

3.99% 

1 year 

95% 

£100 

2 tt advance rebaed & ig> 
m9(ft>noMP 

is 5 yrs: wrnhs meres: and 

rttac reclaimed 

Royaf Bk Scotland 

0800121121 

4.55SR 

i Mm 

90% 

- 

free ASU lor 3 irtta. no MIP 

roi 60? TesoloihJtmce 

/UDance & L’ster 

0845 3033000 5.30% 

5years 

95% 

£195 

Advances 19 u 00%. no MIP 

la 6 yeair 9 rnwnfts vreeg 


.^SU a.VnadcnL sickness and unempirriTneni insurance. B+C^Buihfings and ct®lents insurance, eom^end of mouth. 

L>= Minimum age 2J» 'iars H=U no insurance arranged APR 12J1. N» Introductory rate fur a limited period. R=Ratcuvf 1 2M. 
U = UnempIniTneni insurance. M£P= Mortgage indemnity premium. .All rates subject to change without notice. Please check ail 

rites hefurr- hvliwhi; 

Rguro compiled ore t2th April i Source; Money Facts 


BEST BORROWERS RATES 


Corporate Bonds 


COMPARY 

FUIB 

TARGET 
HELD, *. 

RISK 
fl JIIME 

f I CHARGE 
•- 

AMUflL 

lit.\ 

Perpetual 

WWyhc 

8.50 

LM 

3.15 

125 

Abenfeen 

Fixed ini 

820 

11 A 

4 25 

125 

Framfiagton 

European 

600 

LM 

3 75 

1 00 

U&G 

High Yield 

953 

LM 

Nil 

125 

Scteodms 

High Yield 

700 

L 

?25 

1.00 

Jupiter 

Cot p Bund 

b.t’U 

HA 

500 

100 

Legal & Gen 

Corp Bond 

G 25 

L 

Nil 

0 50 

Saw & Pros 

Hitjh lire 

1 . 1 b 

L 

rid 

075 

Fidelity 

Mnm;-vtililt 

fi 17 

l 

Nd 

oro 

Virgin Direct 

Inc Trust 

r.oo 

L 

Nil 

0 70 

HAM 

Htqh Yield 

b 11 

LM 

2 25 

1 .U 0 


fionns FBgM vaueBomJ L Nil 0 65 

Source: Baninsuwlh Investment Services 


VARIABLE DISCOUNTED RATES 


Scarborough BS 0990 133149 0.60% 1 year 95% £250 


ig fiiy 5 - 3 °o o< sum repad 


Woolwich 

0345 454546 3.69%R 01.5.01 95% - 

Advances up U W.wMP TolSOI-SmanihiirieiBa 

West Bromwich BS 0121 5506J04 4.45% 3 years 85% £295 

050 retere. tree MP S tree is S yn or can repaid 

ASU tori year 

Halifax 

0600 203049 5 50% 31.7.04 90% - 

No MIP fi remXjs (tee valutxxito 31.7.06-3- 1% of advance 
& toga) less 


UNSECURED PERSONAL LOANS 

Northern Rock 

APR FIXES UORTULT PAVNEIT OR XS.D 08 FOR 3 TEARS 

0345421421 93% H With Insurance 181.67 

No insurance £164.19 

Tesco 

0645 6006016 11.0% With Insurance 

182.39 

No Insurance £162.68 

Phone A Loan 

CftKfcSblttBAHkl 

0600 1386893 1 1.9% With Insurance 

183.40 

No insurance £164 61 


OVERDRAFTS 


ACCOUNT AVTH 0 BISE 0 

%« 

Alliance & Leicester 0500959595 AStance 0.95% 

APR 

12.00% 

■SiPK HP* 

2.20% 29.3% 

Natimwide BS 

0500 302010 Ffexaccount 0.97% 

12.20% 

2.10% 28.3% 

Abbey National 

0800 731774 Bank 1.05% 

13.40% 

220% 29.9% 


CARDS 

STANDARD 



1ELEPHDHE 

CUB 

TTH 

RATE 

%PM 

APR 

% 

FEE 

PA 

INTEREST 
FREE PERIOD 

■ii 

IHCBME 

People's Bank Conneticut 

0500551055 

MastecartyVisa 

0.56% 

6.90% 

N1 

56 days 

- 

BBS Advanta 

QoOO 077770 

Visa 

0.565% 

6.90% 

Nil 

66 days 

- 

Nationwide BS 

0500 302011 

Visa 

0.68% 

8.50% 

Hi 

52 days 

- 



GOLD CARDS 





Co-operative Bank 

0800 404070 

Base Rate Visa 

N/A 

m 

£120 

- 

£2DK 

People's Bank Conneticut 

0500551055 

Mastercard/Visa 

0.56% 

6.90% 

Nil 

- 

£20K 

RSBAdvanta 

0300 077770 

Visa 

0.565% 

6.90% 

Nil 

- 

£2QK 



STORE CARDS 







P&1BERT RT DIRECT RER1T 
SPM SaPA 


PATHS AT n OTHER METHOD! 

W« UM 

John Lewis 

V\k Store 

1.39% 

18.0% 


1.39% 

180% 


Marks & Spencer 

01244 681681 

1.91% 

25.4% 


1.95% 

26.0% 


BUS 

Via Store 

1.95% 

26.0% 


2.15% 

29.0% 



Ail rates Mihj'il in i+iange u-iihoui nvtice. Pleat* check all rates before borrowing. 
t iKur«-> eompikd «i: 12th .April ISM So 


urce: Money F^cts 
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1 0/APPOINTMENTS 


BUSINESS REVIEW 

TTie Independent 14 April 1999 



TEL: 0171 293 2222 


ACCOUNTANCY, FINANCIAL, LEGAL 


FAX: 0171 293 2505 



London Bridge 


Project Accountant 

SE I c £28,000 + Generous Benefits 

Wbrkiqg for a rapidly expanding, high profile oil exploration company, you will be handling all aspects of project 
accounting within a medium sized accounts department. Your experience will include at least three years 
management accounting and you must be part-qualified ACCA or CIMA Prospect*, for promotion are excellent in 
this team-orientated environment. Ref 286473 


Assistant Management Accountant 

SEI c £23,000 + Study Package 

Our client, a pririring/publishing firm with strong connections co the City is seeking a high flying Management 
Accountant to compliment their current graduate calibre team. You will be studying CIMA and will be experienced in 
financial reporting and analysis and extremely ambitious as prospects for career development are very good, due co 
the company's strong belief in internal promotion. Ref 286275 


Accounts Assistant 

Embankment c £16- 1 7,000 

Fast moving media organisation based at Embankment requires an Accounts Assistant for their expanding department. You will 
have had 1-2 years experience in an all-round role, involving purchase and sales ledger, bank reconciliations and some credit 
control. Excellent benefits and prospects for progression are available for a dynamic hands-on person. Strong communication 
skills and a proactive approach will be rewarded with excellent benefits and prospects for progression. Ref 285545 


Telephone 0171 234 0393 or write to 3 Southwark Street, 
London SEI IRQ. Fax 0171 403 3937 


A 


ACCOUNTANCY 

ADDITIONS 

Adding Experience to Recruitment ■ 


Strand 


Assistant Controller * 

WC2 £27,000 + Benefits 

A world leading consultancy based in the heart of London requires professional. . 

highly successful team. The position involves monthly reporting, client financial n ^ na 8 er ^^ prepared to 

senior management The successful candidate should be able to work under significant pressure and oe prepare 

travel in the UK on an ad-hoc basis. Ref 276020 


Part Qualified Accountant 

WC2 - £25 > 000 

A prestigious Art Gallery has created a role for a professional stage Parc Qualified Accountant to assise 
financial and management accounts. With a minimum of five years accounting experience che ^ c ^^ ,. • 

produce the statutory accounts, produce monthly management accounts, analyse budgets, asset wren 
supervise rwo invoice clerks. Ref 287378 


Accounts Co-ordinator _ ^ 

, ^ - £23,000 

London Central ,. _ w „. 

Upmarket clothing company with extremely high profile diems, requires an Accounc Co-ord.naK^ ine _ 

candidate will have a confident character and the ability uo work unsupervised. A solid accounting background 
previous experience of bookkeeping and balance sheets is essential Other duties will indude contro \ ac< ?°’\ . 
suspense accounts, intercompany accounts, bank reconciliations and assistance with financial year end schedules. 
Excellent package Ref 282732 


Telephone 0171 379 5333 or write to Centric House, 
390-391 The Strand, London WC2R OLT. Fax 0171 836 0655 


Enterprise pic is one of Europe's leading management services companies. 
The company delivers a comprehensive range of mangement and consultancy 
services across a broad specrum that includes regeneration, economic 
research, social policy, enterprise development, innovation and technology 
management, environmental services and careers development. 

As part of ifs ambitious expansion plans, the company is looking to recruit a 
number of professionals within the Regional Development Division. 


Head of Economic Research & Sectoral Initiative 


C £30,000 

The successful candidate will manage a team of aroi/nd 12. consultants and 
researchers, delivering a range of economic development consultancy projects. 
The role will involve project management of diverse assignments to budget, high 
levels of quality and within strict timetables. There will be additional responsibility 
for new product and business development. 

Candidates should be educated to degree level, or equivalent, and have 
experience of economic development policy formulation, research and 
evaluation within a consultancy environment. A background in project 
management is required together with a track record of securing new business 
within a ccompetitive consultancy market. 


Economic Development Consultants 


C £23,000 

The company is recruiting a number of consultants to report to the head of 
Economic research and Sectoral initiatives. Their role will be to deliver specialist 
economic development services to a diverse range of clients. In addition, the 
successful candidates will undertake business development activity, prepare 
tender documents and will be expected to assume respnsibility for a specific 
area of product development. 

Educated to degree level, candidates should have had previous involvement 
with economic development policy formulation, research and evaluation within a 
consultancy, public sector or academic environment. They will be highly 
motivated, with advanced team working, report-writing, presentational and 
computer skills. 


Applications, in writing, should be addressed to Barbara Edwards, 

Personnel Manager, Enterprise pic, Enterprise House. 

17 Ribblesdaie Place, Preseton PR1 SNA GntGfpriSB i 


The closing date for applications is Monday 19 April 1999 
Enterprise pic is an equal opportunities employer 


A LEADING INTERNATIONAL INVESTMENT BANK 
REQUIRES A 

FIXED INCOME RISK ANALYST 


wortang n tha Financial Divtaon. Thoy wffl be responsible tor 
the development and implementation of poHdes and 
procedures for the analyse of marital risk and to provide 
management i nformation to Senior Management 

Pre-requisttes for tho position are: 
Finance/Econonxcs Degree 
Minimum ot two years experience In a related role 
Proven experience *1 market analysis 
Extensive knowledge ol Fuad Income Products including: 
Denvattves. Credit Products 2 nd Futures 


Applicant's should forward tholr CVs to PO Bax 13081. 
Independent Newspapers. One Canada Square, 
Canary Wharf, London El 4 SOL 


Structured Transactions Credit Officer 

We are an eslabTtshed and innovative provider of risk 
management products to financial Institutions, corporate 
and sovereigns who use derivative products and 
amenity have an opening for a Structured Transactions 
Credit Officer. 

The successful candidate will possess die following 
attributes: 

• Educated to a degree level 

• 2-5 years in assessing risk and structuring transfer 
structured transactions, including bond repackings 
and asset backed securities. 

RepTtes to PO Box 1 3074 Independent Newspaper, 
One Canada Square, Canary Wharf, London E14 SDL 


BOOZ ALLEN tc HAMILTON MANAGEMENT 
CONSULTANT ASSOCIATE CONSUMER & 
ENGINEERED PRODUCTS GROUP 


ftxv Altai St Hjcahoo is i leading irwra y w mr 
conrutLHKT firm r erring global dkitti in xfl industry secron. Ve 

require an Aaaocsccia aurConsunerSt Errpnrcnri Woduas Gnay 
in advise world-class companies arrcjved in the consumer and 
w yn-iw T pi odaa m*A ten. The Assoctsc vffl work dosdrvidi the 
fans other European offices to pio-tlt global consulting services, 

pxmdpaDv to Central and Eastern European diems. If you fit the 
toflowag profile we write you to appVr m u r kiitg to foen our highly 
successful tons 


ExccQcxa background wtdi an vulyrieal/ 

Ao MBA (run a leading business sd*s«J 
At lost 4 yean experience of firtnvial analysis and strategic 
and cpersaoul -""’ [f within a global consumer 
prodms company with an emphasis on the Central anl 
Eastern European -*«■ and in u rek i slandi ng of the 


btameis . of consumer products companies in both 

Eastern and Tcvem Europe based oo a proven track record 
of serving fliems J ithrn that Iirnlwy 

Fluency in brth Engfish and Kiasian. Aiifrrrral bngmgrs an 
advantage 

Fvc-fli-w B M CmO SCUl ”v4 skills and cultural 

knowledge and experience of n-wnrinvtim business to Eastern 
Europe. 

Dcsuamrd abibrvio work wvhes a team envuraunem and 
mm leaiicrsilip cxpenezicc- 
WjHiflgpeu ro crat'd gtg ujv di 


Management Consultant Associate - Chamois Be 
p kainactu llcdi Group 


Ve also require a Management Cosaihant Associate a our Eaeip- 
Qtemiisls Sc Pharoacerjceab Creep to advise woti d -dass oil and pa 
companies cm imegc 'sues related tr, their upstream busin-ss. The 
Asodze wiD work tkrsefv with the firms overseas otCce to proride 
gk-bal erwwiJr^ service paraodadv to European and North 


If yon fit the lollorag profile we invite you to apply in nog to juxa 
our highly successful tease 


Ftreflpyq i.TxIwnif ji yk|rT ri uiitj Vnb IP jnl]yT)C2^:«cidXxfkr 

fits degree 

An MBA from a fading buaoss sehocJ 

I scare eap e n ence within the u p s tr e am oil and ps industry and 

an understanding of the suiLcpr and rwkninl aspecr at 

Fi|Jm jrinw and pcoduaitxi with an cxz^haszs no the European 

and North Amencan sectors 

Fluency in Fnglirh and one other language 

Frrrileur aapO M nd and oorn irnerirainn skiHs 

A proven dUkj re work whhm a muhs-odturai and 

iiwwmtt-wj Btnmmncsx rwl ^ wnTFii^iWM BO DJIti 

mm' jTtv. 


Compenmaop refieco our obicenve to artran an c nu si Jurfiug 
iaJnkri. 


Applications bv past odr tot 
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>:the independent 


TOM 

VASSOS 


AUTHOR OF 

‘Strategic Internet Marketing’ 



WILL PRESENT A HALF DAY SEMINAR 
IN LONDON ON 

WEDNESDAY 21st APRIL 1999 


Tom Vassos is back in Europe to deliver his highly 
acclaimed seminar on Internet marketing 
stratefy. Tom is a globally renowned Internet 
authority and travels the world speaking at major 
Open Systems and Internet conferences. This 
seminar is a ‘must’ for all those involved in sales 
and marketing and interested in website 
development. You will learn the five phases of 
business transformation with up-to-date 
examples and learn how to implement your own 
leading edge applications. 

Don't miss it! This will run from 1.00 - 5.30 pm 
with lunch served from 1.00 - 2.00 pm. 


Location: IBM 
London SEI. 


Southbank, 76 Upper Ground, 


Tickets are £95 including lunch. 


For further information or to book your place call 
Jane Stephenson on Freefone 0800 9176534 


Or e-mail janejsa@indigo.ie 


GRADUATES 23 + 


Prr-mc company ^coking in 

uapaaJ. M Irwin p highly mc- 
ccwlu] fifth year ul trading. 

icquucr Graduate*- nr ihiiw Ilf 
vnmd academic hadcyiounii in 
trained in the high*.-! pc—ible 
standards with arm of full profit 
participation within 17 yur.. 
Fo-fure/u Audi. dll 
JOE PROCOPIO 
0171 5 76 7666 


General Ad (tun. tjfiirrr 

UxAin* tw nofLUlf Oxi ri in 

English ukl Kivran, jaaJ IT liiL 

l»<rn*d.’UjrfiiH alall* 

fin»fT nkli KEvualiiii ftnd 

maxMgtcmrni planning 

1^*0’ 0171 7S6 73U0 

Email; i^riii'aarwuBijM.L 


INVESTMENT BANKING 
GLOBAL IT MANAGER - 


Our diirnt is j rrwjof imemjtictfkal bank operating in complex 
global markeii and dtrii wring financial soluti-jns lo an 
international client base. VVhhtn the Investment Banking 
DivTSion in Lond-m. theie now e»cris a senior management 
•^pportumrv in IT in die financial sector. The role involves 
responsibility for managing multiple, comple' development 
piO|eCL>. which are usually ^ibal in scCipe. 

To meet the challenge the successlul candidate will be 
educated to degree level - preferably MBA - jnd have a 


proven international bockgfound in manjging global IT 
developmenf. The mccefriul candidate mist do p 


candidate must be prepared lo 
travel extensively and fluenev m European kinpjages wixtkJ 
Ee an advantage. A competitive remuneration package is nn 
otter, together with g'.-r.-d pn.r>p*n.t> for career dewlopnienl. 
*pi ilicahon-- "hr be :-ent to. 

PO Box No. 13079. Independent Newspaper. 

One Canada Square, 

Canary Wharf, london E14 501 


INTERNATIONAL INVESTMENT BANK 
REQUIRES VICE PRESIDENT 

lb work widi an established team of structured finance 
professionals, respoasibililies will include providing 
advice and guidance lo issuers, underwriters, traders 
and other groups on structured finance transactions: 1 
analysing investment opportunities and supporting! 
origination transaction work. The successful candidate 
will possess a minimum degree coupled with 3/4 years 
relevant work experience. The salary offered is 
commensurate with experience. If you possess the 
skills required for this position, please send yoor CV to 
PO Bo* 2I0I5R. Independent Newspapers, One 
Canada Square. Canary Wharf. London EU SDL 


FINANCIAL REPORTING 
SYSTEMS ANALYST 


fNEGOTIABLE 

Our client a Fortune 500 multinational company, requires an ACA 
qualified Accountant to fulfil the above role and report to the 
Project Manager. You will hold a responsible, varied position 
encompassing risk assessments and process re-engineering. 

Being ‘Big 5' trained from an audit background with an 
unblemished academic record, you will also need 2 .years’ post 
qualified analytical experience and have had exposure to 
consolidated accounts gained in the head office of a complex 
global commercial organisation. Previous project management 
experience is deemed to be a prerequisite. 

1b apply for this two year post, please fax your CV to Martin Leach 
at FSS Financial on 0171 209 2964 or via e-maih ml0fssxo.uk 
quoting reference number OT0883. 
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International Bank requires an 

ANALYST 


To operate within the global a&set-bacfced securitisation 
unit. Responsibilities wil) include finan cial modelling, 
quantitative analysis and providing securitisation support. 
The successful candidate will possess a degree level 
education coupled whb a minirnnm two yean directly 
relevant work experience. The salary offered is 
commensurate with experience. 


If you possess the skills required for this position, 
please send your CV lo: ' 

PO Box 21015, Independent Newspapers, 

One Canada Square, Canary Wharf 
London E14 5DL 


INTERNATIONAL INVESTMENT BANK 
REQUIRES BUSINESS ANALYST 

to provide support for the Financial Administration 
and Operations Group. Responsibilities will include 
financial and business analysis, financial project 
management and report preparation for submission 
to senior management. The successful candidate will 
possess a minim um degree level education with at 
least two years Finance/Accoun ring based experience. 
The salary offered is commensurate with experience. 
If you possess the skills required for this position, 
please send your CV to PO Box 21 015 A. Independent 
Newspapers, One Canada Square, Canary Wharf; 
London E14 SDL 


London based Consultancy Firm seeks 

SENIOR ECONOMIC STRATEGIST 

with US. financial market background 


Unique _ 
wait in a 


for a Senior Market Analyst to 
environment: 


» To analyse and interpret the interdependence of 
economic and Rnamriai O.S. market development in 
particular, the impact of inflation and output gap 
developments as well as developments external to the 
U.S. oo U.S. bonds, equities and key currency 
relationships, using qualitative and quantitative 
teduiiqnes. 


Qualifications 

• At least 10 yean of extensive experience in the 
U.S. financial markets and in major world currency 
markets with a proven ability to develop investment 
strategies including futures and options. 


- Ability to provide dear and sound economic and 
investment advice Co clients with different cultural 
and risk attitude backgrounds using very good 
negotiating and presentation skills. 


• Solid consulting background with a degree in 
economics/ finance, must be CFA qualified 


Please send a copy of jtmr CV with a covering letter 
to: 


Aqjeti Anand 

Ttanmann Ecoowk Consulting Ltd, 
First Floor Berkeley Square. Berkeley Square, 
London wlX 5PE 





London Recruitment Fairs 


Banking and Accountancy 
Recruitment Fair 


S®: 1100 am - 700 pm Wednesday 14 April 

; Cabot Hall, Cabot Place West. Canary Wharf London 


Free Admission 


No need to pre-register 


Find the top jobs 


Meet trie leading Banks arid Accountancy companies 






Free CV distribution 

Bring your CV \nSward document f m disk and 
we will distribute- it to aB the exhibitors free of charae- S§§ 

— . ;V 


For further information about this exciting opportunity 
Cell Tom Nelson on 0171 323 4469 or 0171 323 4564 


The Inc!n*Jj(Jem Triks da- ■< poiijSyrrjiYtv.- 


VTHE INDEPENDENT 


and or-am^erby ^ 


appointmentFdiary 

ndav \ a/ i . 


Monday 

IT. Science. Engineering 

Tuesday 

Media. Marketing, Sales 


Wednesday 
Finance. Legal. Secretarial 
Thursday 
Education. Graduate 


Sunday 
Public. Ge 
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It’s a bonus to put one over on 


I’M IN Cork Street with Sash. Her 
mother met my mother at ante- 
natal classes, in case you don't 
remember, and we've been foisted 
on each other ever since. 

It's a slightly uneasy friendship; 
she took the art-school route, and 
now hangs out with a lot of under- 
employed jewellery-makers and 
the like, laughing at saddos with 
proper jobs and living off their 
trust funds - and I have a proper 
job. But Lhe thing is, I want to 
buy a painting, and Sash, I figure, 
is definitely my girl. 

The reason I have money to bum 
at the moment is that my bonus has 
finally winged its way into my ac- 


count. Let me make one thing 
clear, it's not what you’d call a for- 
tune. In fact, compared with the 
amount of other people’s money I 
bosh around on a daily basis it’s 
peanuts. Apart from anything else, 
the bonus-earning year runs from 
January to December - and I only 
started this job in November. 

You may be wondering why. if the 
“b-e" year runs from Jan to Dec, the 
M b" itself is only now arming at its 
destination. To be honest. I’m not 
entirely sure. I think it may be 
something to do with the new tax 
year and all that, but it may be just 
a cunning way of making people 
move jobs less often. 


After all, if you don't receive last 
year's handout until you've already 
accrued a third of this yeai 's, the 
reasoning goes, you're less likely to 
jump ship. 

It isn't every City institution 
that delays the payout like this, as 
far as I’m aware. You'd have had to 
be blind not to notice the number 
of new toys that everyone seemed 
to have in January, and not Christ- 
mas presents either Problem is. it's 
hard to get accurate information 
about the whole bonus business. As 
everyone knows, size matters - so 
everyone lies. 

In my case, the size is definitely 
small but large enough to buy 


M 


THE TRADER 

The problem is chat 
Sash wanes me to 
buy Art and I just 
want to buy 
a painting 


something to jolly up the flat. 
There's only so much furniture you 
can have, and antiques are too 
fusty somehow. But something to 
hang on the wall - well that's a dif- 
ferent proposition, and it's the one 
that's brought Sash and me to the 
centre of gallery! and, the hip and 
happening centre of London's hip 
and happening art scene. 

Only things aren't really going 
to plan. The problem is that Sash 
wants me to buy Art and I just want 
to buy a painting. Sash has 
dragged me all over the capital: 
we've been to Whitechapel to see 
2 box brownie surrounded by red. 
amber and green lights flashing to 



a recording of policemen breath- 
testing drivers and called Speed; 
we've gone to Stoke Newington to 
see a room covered entirely with 
scrunched- up condom wrappers 
called Tbo Many *»«*«•, we've stood 
next to a slide projector while it 
clicked through views of a car mov- 
ing further and further along a city 
road. And now we're looking at a 
canvas that's completely black 
apart from a small red triangle in 
the bottom left comer - and Sash 
is raving about it. 

“It s lhe dramatic tension, the in- 
tegrity. the sense of space." she 
guffs. or that's what it sounds like 
since I'm too busy thinking about 


naked emperors to listen properly. 
Anyway, you can imagine Sash's de- 
light when she walks into my flat a 
week later and there, hanging on 
the wall, is a canvas that’s com- 
pletely black apart from a small red 
triangle in the bottom left corner. 
She squeals and starts on about the 
dramatic tension and the sense of 
space and the integrity and how the 
artist is a real young hotshot and 
his work wit! be worth even more 
soon. 

So I have to tell her. -The thing 
is, Sash." I say. '7 painted it myself. 
It looks a lot like it, doesn't it." 

Only, for some reason. I don't 
suppose it's worth as much.... 
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way to benefit 
employees 
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CHOICE IS the new buzzword In- 
creasingly; organisations are re- 
porting that employees want more 
choice - choice over how they work 
and how they are remunerated. 

The main area in which compa- 
nies are delivering choice to staff 
is in benefits. This is, in part, driven 
by the need to rethink the way ben- 
efits are offered and still allow com- 
panies to remain competitive, while 
keeping a tight control on costs. 

We are also beginning to see 
more companies offering choice 
over other aspects of work. The mo- 
tivation is clear. Providing your em- 
ployees with that choice and how 
they are remunerated gives a good 
Impression to the marketplace - pro- 
& essive, leading edge, responsive. 
But how practical is it and what can 
be done to help with the manage- 
! ment of such flexible initiatives? 

At Arthur Andersen we conduct- 
ed a survey of companies’ attitudes 
towards flexible benefit schemes. 
There were startling conclusions. 
Sixty per cent of companies oper- 
ating flexible benefit schemes find 
that administration is complex, and 


By Carol Woodley 

35 per cent say explaining the 
scheme to employees is difficult 

On closer inspection, the survey 
shows companies introducing flex- 
ible benefits spend relatively little on 
administration systems, use systems 
that carry out only core functions, 
and run their “flex" systems rather 
autonomously. Communication with 
employees sticks mainly to memos, 
e-mails and presentations. 

We feel the tremendous ad- 
vances in technology should be 
used to help the management of 
flexible benefit schemes - cutting 
paper flows, integrating with 
human resources, payroll, ac- 
counting and other internal sys- 
tems. and enabling easier 
communication with those outside 
the company involved in providing 
benefits. 

Systems can be adapted to aiiow 
employees to see projections of dif- 
ferent remuneration packages, 
showing how the flexibility on offer 
would affect pay. The effective use 
of technology could also help with 


the management of other initia- 
tives. such as flexible working. But 
companies do not seem to be taking 
advantage of Lhese possibilities, 
and the reason seems tobe. simply, 
money. 

In our survey, more than 60 per 
cent of companies considering in- 
troducing flexible benefits expect ad- 
ministration to be complex and 
costly, and more than 20 per cent ex- 
pect communication to be difficult. 
But these firms do not expect to 
spend much on systems and tech- 
nology - a few thousand pounds to 
purchase, set up, install test and run 
a system to administer their raulti- 
million-pound benefit programmes. 

One cannot imagine such small in- 
vestments being made on other sys- 
tems, such as payroIL The result will 
be companies using systems that are 
inflexible, non user-friendly and liable 
soon to be obsolete. 

We have developed a flexible re- 
ward management tool, taking the 
name for the system from the very 
thing it is aimed at managing - 
Choice! It is designed to help com- 
panies communicate the choices for 



*v 


Many firms are already delivering choice to staff, giving them flexible rewards packages that offer benefits such as dental Insurance 


employees in a dear and under- 
standable way and help administer 
and manage the choices. 

The system enables companies to 
communicate and administer bene- 
fits plans effectively and efficiently, 
thereby minimising the demands of 
running either traditional or flexible 
benefits schemes 

At Arthur Andersen we have in- 


troduced our own system. Alpha. 
This is a traditional flexible benefits 
scheme giving employees a com- 
bined remuneration and benefits 
budget to cover benefits including 
medical and dental insurance, retail 
vouchers, cars, financial planning 
and tax return preparation. We also 
use Choice! as our main information 
and administration system. 


Ultimately Choice! could be used 
to administer much more far- 
reaching concepts such as Flexible 
Reward, where employees can 
choose how their entire package is 
delivered, and the Flexible Wbriring 
Environment where employees are 
given choice over aspects such as 
their office accommodation, work- 
ing hours, business travel and 


equipment The extension of flexible 
rewards to cover the entire working 
environment is probably beyond 
most companies at the momentBut 
we have the technology to implement 
such a concept. 

The author is a partner in 
Arthur Andersen's human capital 
services division 


TEL: 0171 293 2222 
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RAX: 0171 293 2505 
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Franchises 


Issued by Midland Bank pic. 
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Choosing a franchise raises 
some serious questions. 
Our free pack helps you 
answer them. 


You can choose the right franchise. You just need to be fully armed with all the facts. Loot into the company's 
background. Research the competition. Talk to some existing franchisees. Find out if they encountered any difficulties 
starting up and (eam from their experience. Our Franchise Start-Up Pack is filled with useful suggestions like these 
along with practical guidance in the form of a booklet and video. Call us for your free pack. 


Let's sort money out 


0345 40 41 42 


For your lit* Franchiw S: jil-Uc Pact, lend your coupon lo Midland Bank jlc. 
FREEPOST NWtV 1503 Man.D-rtK M<8 5AZ 
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Partners Wanted 


Reduction Analysis (ERA), arguably the UK's 

across the UK to 
you wS be running 
your own professionaBbme based constancy S3 part 

of a wfkiwrie tom, linked by our exduavs Internal 

System jnwttng suppler databases, pricing information 

andmidi more. Y. 

:^Bnsukaricytf)enyDuniustcon»deramramiiliERA. 

Fw orty £18,900 plus VAT ow package inebdes: 

* isaacoraSted training, no cwsjtelff. 
expeance is necessity ^ * . 

• PrweftfiBto 



• Exceptional squat, as pal of a 


v.ii-' 


EXPENSE REDUCTION 


To find out more Kill: 01962 849444 



An outstanding business opportunity 
met ran nap secure jour ftiwe, Cttms 
Direct Is the leader in crocesslng 

genufetefy ■«» ih no he ptswrai Injury 


wHi^t income 
potential 


■ No royalties or 

management fees 


Where Success 
is No Accident 

■ Leads supplied 


On track raom owr Die last tour yeas 
Is impressive ■ recovering aver £10 
motion In settlements far our diems 
and currently handling thousands of 
personal ^juries. The perawal k4uiy 
market continues to gpw. With your 
proffssfon&iism, falerpersoflal sftius 
and positive approach, a turnover of 
HOW plus in your second year can be 
vfttned -wBh * of TS* grass 

profit mapn. 

Now Hod oat non tinwt bm of tha 
decade's bJ|Z**t toccasi stories.. 
Contact Brrtify U8£s, Franchise 
DovotopnMtOtaesr; 

TnfcH 952 284832 
Rbc U 8 S 2 2840 P 1 
QgufcU^pOcMhMdlnct^Mk 


M Supported by 
TV campaign 

aNetworkpf 
specialist solicitors, 
media & barristers 

■ Recession proof 
u Full training 
m On-going suppor t 

■ Home office base 

Cisiru Direct Cmswaor House, Central Pak, Tdfonl, TF2 9TW 


BICYCLES ARE 
BIG BUSINESS 




«r. 


'r 


Action Bikes, from a core business 

established in the 1930s, is today the 
largest independent Cycle Retail 
Group in the U.K. - selling exclusively 
manufactured models as well as other 
leading brands including Raleigh. 
With nearly 50 locations already 
throughout Britain we are now 
offering further franchise 
opportunities in Mainland U.K. 

If you would like to consider an 
Action Bikes franchise and have 
£28,000 cash funding (against total 
investment level £59,300), please 
phone for a brochure. 



B i k e s 


ACTION BIKES PLC 


\ 3-5 ST. JOHN'S RD. ISLEWORTH MIDDX. TW7 6NA 


To advertise in this section please call the 
Business to Business Team on 0171 293 2233 


Most company directors could cut overheads 
by 10%~ 30% if they knew where to look. ; 
They don’t* And that's where you come in* 


Audi tel will tram you IZ beccme in 
■ndr^^ndem :osr manag-munt spc:>J.si. 
one of fhr mow sough;- jf:rr pr3f-isi;«ials 
m ousifless today 

/•ju will learn ro idenn^r rrait-.t 
sj.mgi for companies on cornmunicabcu 
-ncirv and premises - and njif :r.oso 
vjvm.sji, over r 3-year term ifffr Clienii. /.-ill 
fjr v.'Ui i nur earm-ig pgtentuV. .s enormous 
li ,vu have a munagenem ^fkfrocnc 


iralue the sutus and independence of 

dealing At Board level and running your own 
■lome-tipsed business, rliis opportunity cann-'r 
&e missed. The franchise cost Is £15.900+ VAT 

M auditel 


For an information path, call 

01962 863 915 

Fjl* 01%.’ fiW ii?0 E-Biarl in/o^’Judi^eLnrt 
ww-^auditd.nci 


iDpfiortunities 


Mufti winning 
racehorse owner 
seeks shrewd and 
patient investors 
for occasional 
inside touches 

Call 07970 810201 


Opportunities 


‘PERFECT TIMING ...!! 

...THE PERFECT BUSINESS!!’ 


The gr&aiea fortunns an always made by Duse who position themselves 
at Uw Irani and of nueor business bends. 

The Internet The *ssss mi.ear.j ini busises tnKfcjftv m 1 

r*SV,' 

City 2000 Pic. • an; je^ermrvmf nr: nypergiawtn, ai lhe 

Kieir« d t*w intsmi’ letctuncn’ 

TY» oppodundy • To toeiw v lusrwe >.y 2-30D Susaeo. luS 

Cc paume notK- y Sfc? Nc z-v nsrsa edwrience or inowieflge 
'rtucta F^’tiSionj.' natcng iis enjarg sepser: s-’enaed Low stan-up 
(sati - irtr.ntc ncninc -jenrniiC’ 

Join us now. and you coukl retire in 3-5 years! 
rot JeUiiec rfonnaiicn cn cw inirc ;nc:ur.^' cf 3 Mume 
1*5 3": 'SK' 1 s Robed Pwwi FHOMA, Cert Ed- 
- independent Senior Itombenhip ConsuItmL 

Tel: 0181 387 9071 (24 hr; 1 normal wefts apply). 



Business Wanted 



Legends Nightclub 


Situated in the heuri of London available for full 
or partial hire. Chrisuniis parties, leaving parties, 
private dinners, product bunches, photo shoots, 
lunches, birthdays, fashion shows and themed 
events. In house catering from 50 iu 450 people. 
Licensed till 3am. 24 hour car park. 

Call Naiusha for more information on 

0171 437 9933 

29 Old Burlington Stmt. London Wl.V ILB 
www.tegeudsxo.uk 
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v - ]v'v Partner : - 

JOHN SMYTHE AND COLETTE DOR1MARD 

Ten years ago John Smythe and Colette Dorward set up Smythe Dorward Lambert. They have w0 *^| turnover was £7.5m 
FTSE100 firms as behavioural change management consultants. In 1996 they sold out to Omnicom. > ■ 
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*1 suspect she has 


sometimes had to gi ve in despite her better judgement-: John Smythe. founder of Smythe Dorward Lambert, with his -concrete barrier of calmness' and vice^hairman, Colette Dorward . !**&*■: 



COLOUR PRINTING TECHNOLOGY 
HAS FINALLY CAUGHT UP WITH THE BIRO. 



Just like a Biro, HP's new InkJet printers 
automatically alert you when your ink level's 
running low. They Flash up an icon on your 
PC’s screen. They're the first colour printers 
to do this because we've put smart chips in 
their ink cartridges. YeLlow, red. blue, black? 
You’Ll even know the Level of every colour. 



because HP printers have separate cartridges 
for each one. (And since you only replace 
the colour you need, this also cuts costs.) 
With HP, you have the widest choice oF business 
colour printers. Delivering up to 6 colour pages 
a minute, they'll all keep your work Flowing 
by helping you keep the colour flowing. 



For more information on HP’s range of colour printers For business, call us now on: 

0990 474747 


V 


ST£5f HEWLETT 
a&Sfli PACKARD 

Expanding Possibilities 
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J OHN SMYTHE: I had 
been working for a mav- 
erick American billion- 
aire as his European Mr 
Fix-It for six years. Fd worked 
for big American companies, 
and read early stuff about cul- 
ture, and decided there was a 
good niche called “internal 
communication”. There were 
lots of PR and advertising com- 
panies, but 15 years ago there 
was nobody doing that 
I hawked my ideaaround, 
but back then, it was: “Don't be 
daft - run along, boy.” Now 
everyone is clambering on the 
bandwagon. I didn't know any- 
thing about consultancies, and 
Wolff Olios was the only one I 
talked to. Wally Ohns became 
like a father figure. He was a 
supporting, encouraging, big 
kind of guy, and unusually in 
Britain then, he was very “can- 
do” and aggressive. 

I had the view that a man 
with a vision can go a long way. 
ThaT s when Colette appeared. 
She was at a meeting where I 
was talking about internal com- 
munication. She phoned and 
said: “I want to come and work 
with you.” I was pleased and 
flattered she wanted to join. 

Colette was just a slip of a 
girl: young and inexperienced, 
bat very determined, and very 
principled. She felt that hoe 
was a cause that she could 
join and very actively support 
I have been married three 
times, but I have known Colette 
for probably longer than anyone 
else. Often, I feel what she's, 
thinking without a word being' 
uttered. Paradoxically, she’s 
one of the most enigmatic peo- 
ple, and I often feel I don't 
know her at alL 

She quickly became the sec- 
ond driving force, though we 
were completely different char- 
acters. I was the visionary who 
had the big idea, and nota great 
completer-finisher -I would set 
the stage and sell remorse- 
lessly - and Colette put hu- 
manity into the place and made 
it attractive for people to come 
and work there. Her role was to 
build the business behind the 
oratory. 

At the time, the market was 
dominated by the bigadvertis- 
ing agencies and external com- 
munication providers. It was 
viewed as message delivery: 
image management We said it 
was reputation that matters, 
not image. You have to look at 
the ethics of the business; you 
need a spiritual approach. If you 
have a strong vision and good 
set of values, profit will follow. 

Every CEO talks about the 
importance of people, but what 
are they actually doing about 
hiring and firing them? What is 
the nature of the cultural con- 
tract? What will motivate 
them? We created a debate 
with clients about good com- 
munication, to see that people 
are part of the decision-making 
process. It’s not a woolly agen- 
da, or driven by wimpy thought 
It’s about the hard content of 
the contract between employ- 
er and employee. 

In that five years, we start- 
ed to create a philosophy and 
a new employment opportuni- 
ty, and we created a business 
which bad a £3m turnover. 
Then we fell out with Wolff 
Olins. They were a fantastic 


sponsor bat they wanted to 
merge our subsidiary. Wfe were 
guerrillas - we had .created 
our own identity. We had a very 
uneasy six months, then we 
took off. We left on the Friday 
and on Monday we camped in 
the offices of Coflett Dickinson 
Pearce across the road. They 
were marvellous. They said: 
“Well lend you money and get 
you started.” 

There were months when we 
weren’t drawing salaries. It 
was touch and go, but we were 
absolutely committed. I learnt 
during that period that Colette 
is very hard-working: She is re- 
served and quite difficult to talk 
to -and dear about her bound- 
aries -yet she was utterly re- 
liable. She has a great sense of 
calm, a concrete barrier of 
calmness. She also has a very 
occasional wikf temper 

Ten years on, we have 80 
people working for SDL, and we 
have a very able second gen- 
eration gradually taking over 
our management You have to 
be willing to Id go of power but 
it's like a bereavement Yon 
have to find a new role. Not hav^ 
ing to be client-focused does 
mean you can be more creative 
and more daring. 

Three years ago, we derid- 
ed that the first vision - to es- 
tablish an internal commun- 
ication niche - had been 
achieved. Our vision at themo- 


*1 had the big 
idea and Colette 
put humanity 
into the place 
and made it 
attractive for 
people to come 
and work there’ 


ment is about taking SDL into 
the behavioural and psycho- 
logical arena. 

The next vision is about 
challenging the current change 
industry. It's an intellectual 
hegemony, the “ghastly trian- 
gle” between the consultancy, 
the client base and the acade- 
mic world. 

I would say Colette values 
the fact that I brook no opposi- 
tion. I suspect she has some- 
times had to give in despile her 
better judgement, but it’s not 
about having the upper hand. 
It’s more about compatibility of 
intention, with two different 
Ways of getting things done. 


: saying: “I really think there’s a - 
gap inthe market" There was ' 
no job . specification for me. I \ 
didn't even have a desk: John; . : 
struck me as someone who 4. 
was driven, energetic and in- 
terestedj that’s very attractive 
to someone who was trying to - \ 
find a (Erection and lookingfor . 
leadership. I dittot feel I could 
get «m with himat first because •: 
he was so different to me. Vie i 
have been together far 15 years,// 
and I have grown tip.' It’s been ^ 
a voyage of discovery doingfejj 
malethings in a man's world. 

John creates opportunities -- 
for people. He doesn’t nurture 
youfhrough these, but he is an 
incredibly generous and open- - 
spirited person who wants i 
other people to get on and do ; 
their best That hit the spot for 
me, because I took it up- 

There’s a great deal be- 
tween uswhidi is tadtand bard .,.j 
for other people to break into. 
There is that male-female 
thing, which is unusual in busi- 
ness. IPs only been establish- 
ing a bigger company - with ‘ 
more senior players who real- . i 
ly are bringing things to the 
table -that has forced that re- .] 
lationship apart It would have 
suffocated: this has allowed ' 
both of us to grow as individu- 
als. 

We were both driven by an 
idea and an interest in hoWto 
make people look at the heart 
of a business matter Our ap- * 
parent allegiance was to a . 
world of design and the way an . 
organisation represents itself afl 
through image. 

Leaving Wolff Olins was a ] 
natural point at which to break * 

I made the choice to stick with 
John, someone I trust and feK 
a complete identity with in 
terms of value and in what we 
wanted to by to build. 

Now most hig organisations 
have somebody who is formal- ' 
ly responsible for internal own- : 
m unications. That has been a : 
major shift and we were part of j 
that movement The fabric of- ■ 
working life is changing, and 
people want different things , i 
from their employment expe- ; . 
rience. They are liberated 'to 
think and be creative. 

We have made a clearer 
tinetion between managemen ta fe 
and leadership in our own buse^f i 


ness and have created oppriS^ 

t (OT 1 {ViH a. ■ T 4 Jj- 


C OLETTE DORWARD: 
I had heard John 
speak and thought he 
had something new 
to say. I knew of Wolff Oiks and 
thought they were an amazing 
company. When I heard John 
was setting up there, I thought 
it was a really explosive com- 
bination. I had been pottering 
round looking for something to 

ignite: I was in financial and cor- 
porate public relations, which 
taught me to think on my feet 
and get into places quickly and 
by to find what’s going on. I 
rang John and said: “Give us a 
job.” He said: “Come round for 
tea.” 

At Wolff Olins, there was a 
tremendous feeling of creativ- 
ity and passion, and John was 


I, and for any entrepreneurial * ' 
person, to know when tb.st8 jfc£ 
baric It’s more difficult for mSp 
because my instinct is matsg ~ 
naL Its my baby and I dflrft 
deiegating motherhood jiff 
somebody else. I have bating? ! 
learn that Fm of more value j 

the business if I let peopj||! ' 
much more experienced than/.’ j 
me get involved in dedsiifflg'.; j 
making and management 
process. What matters is a §Sh 
keep the heart alive. . jfgjr 

John and I touch base on Sglp 
things that really matte^.ftlg ; 
that’s not to say we spenda loSL: 
offline together: 1 think 
alter ego, and during i our wbri||§j 
ing life I have frit a seo&ftjQP 
reinvention of seff I bavetaffiw 
the opportunity to do thaf ral: . 
several points, and 
freshness because we batw Sjr 
got stuck in a groove. .. 
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Rachelle 
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C hris Woodhead loves 
to take chances. He is 
a rock climber and a 
risk-taker. This is a 
man. after all, who 
marked his appoint- 
ment as Chief In- 
spector of Schools by 
writing an article en- 
titled “Sack The Useless Teachers!" He 
courts controversy as ardently as anyone 
who lives for the dueL But even he must 
be wishing that his current battle with his 
former wife over whether he had an affair 
with a sixth-form pupil 23 years ago would 
just go away. But it will not. The personal 
has become professional has become 
political. The ex-wife is on the radio. The 
Education Secretary is examining the di- 
vorce documents. The columnists are tak- 
ing sides. The teachers want an inquiry. 
And, most worrying of ail, the Prime Min- 
ister yesterday saki that the Chief Inspector 
had his full confidence. 

The man himself has gone sfienL This 
"jalpeAuS k un ch a r acteristic. He is, his office said, 

■ on holiday. Really? But the Easter break 
• " 5 ra&BciWhfcfta was last week. There was a pause and a 
: r, - msrtet.- W flurry. Ybs, definitely on holiday. Besides. 

for* he had sajd everything he had to say. His 
ever: have a former wife is not on holiday. Nor has she 

, T - a.; jomeonf r ^ her ^ s^v. Yesterday: for instance. 

- vi.-. enertetk w sbe ^ on *** TWay programme. “He 
r : . • 1 5 ven atm* ^ >rou ^ lt this up," she said. “He brought it 
77 ix “t® t* 16 Public domain at the beginning of 

i February. It was all over the papers. I 
haven’t brought it up. rmjust trying to get 
at the truth." said Cathy Wbodhead. She 
’"Sa* i ” L believes Tbny Blair should be looking at the 
. 5 ?*’ truth, too. “Tm afraid that anyone who al- 

' • * '"*'*** * 3?* lows lies to carry on cannot be trusted." 

r?" 771 • f 5 * Some see this as the work of a woman 
- • " • s^rned. They say that Cathy Woodhead. 

r ::.z- j mansrf is also a mountaineer; is just a more 
" °PP 0! ’ E2 mUscularversionofMargaretCook.In the 

7 i rfedwsn ids en d, Margaret didn't get her man and why 
-:.^."'jiese.bulifK should Cathy? But such a comparison 
; -:?r.'?rau*afld(je doesn’t hold up, at least in terms of fim- 
n Bio lading: If Ms Wbodbead is seeking revenge, 
;-r. :o iemaricit has been served not only cold but ab- 
. That hit Ac ^a^solutely frozen. And she hasn’t written a 

: .-.Vjjt I ioosnnp. book, cried her crocodile tears orhaggled 
- r ; i 2-eai deal t over the serialisation, though her articles 
u? which"* wdiailc in the Moil on Sunday have been deadly. 

-.-ole [o bratfr Now, she says, she only wants the (ruth. 
,"V :hs*. tailed *Tm sorry, but I consider that telling the 
. i • t ’*5 iinusiiali* truth is one of the most important things 
|. p<*n at* we have," she says. 

- -i-iomoai?' 1 course, the Chief Inspector insists 
- - 1 “ Dl«w«h* that he is telling the truth and that his af- 
fair with Amanda Johnston began when 
* r “ v’-.Tvrttdi# she was no longer his pupil at Gordano 
‘ 7” School near Bristol After all the allega- 

ujg actions are hanjty new, The News qftheWMd 
■ - ^ • 5U5 _ planned to publish them in 1995 and was 
' -* ’ ° ^ ’ “* toM by his sofititor that they had their dates 

,h wron S' torm ® r wife said that she kept 

.. -re ^ ^ quiet because their daughter Tammy 
... -• ^ would suffer first Now divorce documents 

. , f would appear to support the former wife’s 

rf > caiw ( point of view. Last Sunday The Observer 
« quoted a solicitor’s note from I976thatsaid 

; godhead “particularly (fid not want her 

vr r^orri®-' *tune to be disclosed, because she was a 
. vr.iS* „ _.SKth-fbrmer when the adultery started and 
- / :Vj!£ ‘ it was understood the teaching profession 

If'- ******* [skt] averse to teachers committing 
■ " r : *-.vee -^adultery with sixth-form pupils”. In Fbb- 
1 January 1977, Mr Woodhead signed a state- 
• -.denotf Jment saying he wanted to keep her name 
■■ f. aid®’’ secret for “professional reasons”. 

Difii So what are we to think? Should Chris 
- 7 777 Woodhead resign from his £115,000 ayear 

^ l ’"‘ *\'’7odv ftlw & ?0 b? Should there be an inquiry? If so, 

- ^ : cr ^ Jbould Mr Wbodhead be treated as any 
v~- ^ ri3 i hS^eacher would and be suspended while it 
^ ^w^^oes on? And what is his real problem: the 
i . r ? , r - T be ^tffeik th e he, or both? Does it matter that 

aflP^ew legislation debated yesterday in 
V.- -- e : jjgorcd ■’aitiament would mean that teachers 
: ^,'^vho have relationships with sixth-form 

.ri- ^Vmpib wiD face up to two years in jaD? It 
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is the kind of thing that is only believable 
because it is feet No novelist would dare 
to think it 

The columnists are delighted. The fam- 
ily feud is now a matter for public debate 
and opinions are whizzing like paper aero- 
planes in an untended classroom. David 
Aaronovitcb says it is a professional not 
a private matter, for the man whose zeal 
for school standards is matched by his hel- 
met-like haircut Libby Purves has called 
for an inquiry. Melanie Phillips, the scourge 
of single mothers, has jumped to bis 
defence. And John Clare of TheDaUy Tele- 
graph yesterday wrote these words: “So 
- still supposing Mr Woodhead lied - 
would that be a sufficient reason for him 
to be hounded from office? Setting the triv- 
iality of the lie against the weight of his 
achievements would suggest not It is not 
fanciful to argue that the life chances of tens 
of thousands of children have been im- 
proved by his actions TYy explaining that 
logic to a child who asks if lying is wrong. 

Cathy Woodhead is wrong about one 
thing, however. Mr Woodhead did not 
bring this into the public domain. Or at least 
that was never his intention when he 
responded to a question from a student 
teacher at the University of Exeter in Jan- 
uary. It was at this forum, with no journalist 
in sight, that Mr Woodhead was asked if 
teachers who had relationships with pupils 
had any place in the education system. His 


response was equivocal: “As adults, or 
relative adults, we have a responsibility to 
those who are younger than us and there- 
fore it isn't a good idea at all but I don’t 
think necessarily that a teacher should be 
automatically drummed out of the pro- 
fession. I think human beings can get them- 
selves into messes and I think those 
messes can be experiential and educative 
on both sides." 

It was just one of several questions and 
answers and Mr Woodhead must have 
thought little of it The man who loves risks 
and is often described as arrogant proba- 
bly thought there was none. He has since 
hinted darkly that it may have been a con- 
spiracy, but even he should have noticed 
that there were 200-odd people in the room. 
And he certainly must have known that the 
session was being taped, both officially as 


part of the course and unofficially by sev- 
eral students. One of the tapes was put in 
the library: In a matter of weeks. The 
Independent bad the story. When called for 
his comments, he immediately realised the 
situation but still came out fighting. He said 
he believed the questioner had been trou- 
bled though in such a large gathering that 
seems very intuitive indeed. He added: “In 
most circumstances. I think a teacher who 
has a relationship with a pupil should be 
barred from the profession." He said his 
remarks had to be seen in context. “I don't 
think it is the job of the chief inspector to 
pontificate about these things." 

If only he had followed his own advice. 
It wasn't long before others remembered 
the Neirs of the World story. His former wife 
heard the news while in a climbers' hut in 
Snowdonia. “I was with a group of friends 




L to R: Cathy Woodhead. Chris Woodhead, Amanda Johnston 


Letters 

| Leaders and comment 
Obituaries 


Features 

Fashion 

Arts 


Theatre 

Secretarial 

Listings 


from the Pinnacle Club, the national 
women's rock climbing club." she would 
write later. She had spent the day on “an 
invigorating ridge walk, battling through 
a gale which at times threatened to knock 
us to the ground". A friend, however, had 
been listening to the radio. 

"At first I couldn't believe what I was 
hearing." Ms Woodhead said “Then I was 
simply incensed For more than 20 years, 

I have lived with the knowledge that Chris 
had a sexual relationship with a pupil where 
he taught I learned that for certain in April 
1976. when he told me he was having an 
affair with a girl named Amanda John- 
ston... We had been married for six years 
and our daughter Tammy was 11 months 
old" Before she had kept quiet This time 
she didn't “Yes. I thought while you were 
away being educative and experiential with 
someone else. I was looking after our baby 
daughter." She derided to “set the record 
straight" and in pure ex-wife mode now. 
added: “While we were married I allowed 
myself to be undermined by Chris. I gave 
him sole responsibility for my happiness. 
T\venty -three years oa I realise he is still 
exerting control over me and I am no 
longer prepared to be manipulated by him. 

I feel I have protected him Jong enough." 

Chris Woodhead's many enemies will 
have read that with more than a little joy 
in their hearts. This will include many 
teachers and academics. The Chief In- 

II Radio 

12 Satellite TV 

■14 Today's TV 


spector, who many blame for making their 
lives a miser}’, taunting them in headline 
after headline, was finally being inspect- 
ed himself. His friends are far less plenti- 
ful. but with names like Prince Charles and 
Tony Blair you don't need a loL Until now 
they have backed him against what 
Education Secretary’ David Blunkett has 
called “vile" allegations. But now the 
Department of Education is using fewer 
such adjectives. Mr Blunkett is now 
inspecting the divorce documents. 

It is all starting to have an inevitable 
momentum to it. But, as in so many cases 
of public morality and privacy recently, the 
problem is not so much the actual event 
as the cover-up. A lie is still a sackable 
o Bence, despite the views of The Daily Tele- 
graph. "The issue is about a lie," says Alice 
Mahon, the Labour MP who has put down 
an Early Day Motion and called for him to 
resign. “This has nothing to do with his 
private life." 

And so the time is nearing when it is 
time to quit bluffing. It is no longer a game, 
even for those who love and understand 
danger. “If, at the bottom of a rock climb, 
you worry about a difficult move at 50ft or 
100ft, you are never going to get off the 
ground," Mr Woodhead has said. “Psy- 
chologically. you have got to take it stage 
by stage. Also, you have got to held your 
nerve, and this is applicable to the kind of 
work I do.” And that certainlv. is true. 
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This is no way to 
protect Kosovars 


Sin Nato has apologised for killing 
and maiming civ ilians on a train 
during the attack on a railway 
bridge near Leskovac . They were 
also quick to add that a vital 
military supply line was targeted, 
and have destroyed fuel storage 
and depots and power plants 
throughout Yugoslavia. 

How does one distinguish 
military from civilian targets in a 
modern society? Mr Milosevic’s 
ability to make war his certainly 
been diminished by the bombing, 
but the population ofYugoslavia 
will have no fuel for agricultural 
machines to form the land this 
spring; leaving them with no crops 
to eat this autumn. They will be left 
with no fuel and power plants to 
provide heating in the severe 

Balkan winter 

The Albanians in Kosovo should 
enjoy human rights and autonomy, 
but the only way to achieve that is 
through political talks unhampered 
by the armed rebellion of the 
Albanians or ultimatums from the 
West to the Serbs. 

Dr NENAD SARAPA . 

Northolt, Middlesex 


Sin The Government's 
unwillingness to commit ground 
troops to Kosovo is not, as 
suggested hy Mr Ki rkham and Dr 
Palmier Getters, 12 April), due to 
cowardice or silly technical 
problems. Rather; it is because 
Kosovo is unfamiliar terrain for the 
Nato troops, while the Serbians 
they face have, in marry cases, 
lived there since childhood. 

Nato troops would have to fight 
into hostile territory victims of 
sniper fire and guerrilla warfare, 
against an army who have an awful 
lot more to lose than Nato do-the 
lan d they behe ve is r ightfully theirs. 
RACHEL MANTELL 
Leeds 


Sir After more than two weeks of 
bombings against fixed targets in 
both Serbia and Kosovo the weight 
of attacks should now be aimed 

Overwh elmingly at. farnla and 

infantry formations in Kosovo. 
Attacking barracks, telephone 
exchanges and bridges in Serbia, 
with the risk of major loss of civilian 
life, is not sensible at this stage. 

The fact that only one Nato 
plane has been shot down while 
there have been several thousand 
missions suggesbstbat few of the 
attacks have bedKanied out at a 
very dose rangeSore aggressive 
tactics are protapy needed for the 
air-only policy to succeed. 

SIMON KNAPP 
Uckfield, East Sussex 


Sin Michael Laird Getter, 10 ApriD 
advocates the arming and training 
of the KLA and reminds us that 
“the defeat of the Bosnian Serbs 
was brought about by local forces, 
mainly Croatian”. 

The KLA is no doubt evolving 
into a more formidable and 
disciplined organisation which 
could take control of much of 
Kosovo providing Serb heavy 
weaponry was neutralised. But it is 
not an army. The Croat forces to 
which Mr Laird refers were a 


Letters to The Editor 


Sin With ehfldrSslowfy roasted to 
death onr trains,® only result of 
the bombing is Add a third party 
(Nato) to those already 
committing atrocities in a brutal 
dvil war between the Serbian 
government and KLA terrorists. 
Nato’s apologies seem to be exact 
quotes from the words of the IRA, 
who should sue for copyright. 

When a province is fought over; 
there are large civilian 
and, ironically; the Serbs may have 
saved lives by expelling Kosovars 
if Nato sepds in ground troops. 

Serbia can “withdraw" its troops 
by telling them to take off their 
uniforms. Then, as experience in 
Northern Ireland has shown, 
infantry would be unable to protect 
the civilian population. The 
Kosovars would be crazy to return 
under ineffective Nato “protection". 

The only solution is a Russian 
protectorate with no Nato 
participation whatsoever. 

DEREK J COLE. 

St LeonardS-on-Sea, East Sussex 


Post letters to Letters to the Editor, The Independent, I Canada Suuare, London E14 5DL and include a daj-tiine telephone number, 
fax to 0171 293 2056 or e-mail to lenersiu'mdependent.co.uK. E-mail correspondents are asked to give a postal address. 

Letters may be edited for length and clarity 



Billingsgate No 3: fish for sale to fishmongers and the general public is kept fresh in boxes of ice 


KaJpesh Uiihigra 


disciplined, well motivated army 
with heavy artillery and armour 
which fought a brilliant six-day 
campaign to retake the occupied 
lands of the Krajina and with the 
Muslim forces effectively gave the 
Serbs the choice of negotiating 
(Dayton) or facing total defeat 
GRAHAM PERKINS 
Bromyant Herefordshire 


Sin Less than four months ago tire 
US State Department had this to 
say about the KLA: 

"The KLA harass or kidnap 
anyone who comes to the police ... 
KLA representatives had 
threatened to kOl villagers and 
burn their homes if they did not join 
the KLA ... The KLA harassment 
has reached such intensity that 
residents of six villages in the 
Stimje region are ‘ready to flee’." 
(Compiled from daily reports of the 
Kosovo Diplomatic Observer 
Mission, 21 December 19980 

That was when fighting was at a 
lulL Since the bombing the KLA has 
launched an all-out offensive. Is it 
any wonder that between saturation 
bombing of Kosovo and attacks by 
the terrorist KLA over a third of all 
ethnic groups in Kosovo (Albanians, 
Serbs, Turks and gypsies) have fled 
the area, going into Macedonia. 
Albania and north to Serbia itself? 

Far from being an impartial 
defender of human rights the 
Western powers are comp licit in 
all the atrocities committed in 
Yugoslavia over the last eight 
years, having sponsored armed 
separatists against Belgrade from 
the start of these dvil wars. 
ROBERT CLAYTON 
Higher Fbxdole, Isle ofMan 


Nothing has been said about the 
financial costs. The future, for this 
government is a strange land full 
onty of promises. When will this 
adventure cause the government 
to renege on yet another manifesto 
p] edge? How distant n ow are 
freedom of information, reduced 
waiting lists (the real figures, not 
the fudged ones), a proper 
transport White Paper with 
sensible investment in rail, water 
and road infrastructure? 

Not least, what plans and funds 
are in place to rebuild Yugoslavia, 
or do Blair and Clinton believe that 
these troubled people deserve to 
be consigned to a pre-industrial 
wastebin? 

COLIN STANDETELD 
London W7 


Sin Living in the United States, 
there seems to me an odd 
contradiction. Many people 
championing the use of military 
force for "humanitarian" reasons 
are the same people ardently 
opposed to programmes providing 
money for the basic needs of our 
own poorest citizens. 

Granted, there is no parallel to 
genocide, and the problems faced 


by residents of the United Sates or 
England do not compare with the 
horror faced by those living in 
Kosovo. But the basic question is 
the same: is there a moral 
obligation for the rich and the 
strong to care for those who are 
suffering and cannot help 
themselves? 

Remembering our inaction on 
so many similar occasions, and 
knowing how indifferent the 
United States is in moving beyond 
words on most “humanitarian" 
causes, I do have to wonder how 
many of our leaders are realty 
concerned for the lives of those in 
Kosovo, and how many are simply 
excited to sit in front of a television 
and watch expensive bombs 
explode in the night. 

MARK ALLEN HUNT 
Atlanta, Georgia, USA 


it was their humanitarian 
responsibility to prevent 

Serbian independence resulted 
from Russian intervention in the 
Balkans to prevent a humanitarian 
disaster If Kosovo wins 
independence from Serbia as a 
result of Nato action, the Serbs can 
at least comfort themselves that 
the Kosovars are merely following 
in their footsteps. 

JOHN RIDDELL 
London SE3 


Sin Serbian independence was 
won from the Ottoman Empire in 
1878 at the Congress of Berlin. 
That settlement followed the 
Russian victory in the Russo- 
Turkish war of 1877, which was 
spanked by massacres Gn 
Bulgaria) by Turkish forces - 
massacres which the Russians felt 


Sir: The Turkish people will be 
disappointed by the report by 
Andrew Buncombe (7 ApriD on the 
Kosovo refugees <“ “1116 plane is 
going to Turkey,’ said the official. 
•But don’t tell the refugees. They 
might refuse to get on* "). 

It may well be that some 
refugees would prefer to go to a 
rich country like Germany than a 
not so rich country tike Turkey. 
Many of our own people are living 
in conditions which are much in 
need of improvement, and we do 
not have huge resources to spend 
on refugees. Nevertheless we have 
taken in many thousands of Kurds, 
driven out of northern Iraq by 
Saddam Hussein, and have now 


Lost in space 


Sin A foreign policy with "an ethical 
dimension” should by now have 
produced a recognisable stance 
over Turkey and East Timor; not to 
mention Burma. Instead, we have 
this intervention in the Balkans in 
which the objective is anything but 
clear, the strategy non-existent and 
the tactics little more than letting 
the military test their weapons. And 
I take nothing away from the 
service personnel who are obliged 
to implement this folly. 


Sin It is always frustrating to 
see the supermarkets date that 
they are “creating" jobs (“Tesco 
plans 10, 000 jobs” 12 April). Jobs 
are not created - they are moved 
around and lost altogether 
Every time a new store opens 
there is a net loss of jobs in the 
surrounding area within three 
years. Other smaller businesses 
selling food and other products 
such as pharmaceuticals, petrol 
and even newspapers cannot 
compete with a giant retail 
outlet near by. 

VICKI HERD 

Policy Director 

Sustain, the AEiance fir Better 

Food and Fanning 

London Nl 


In Brief 


on Lethal Weapon 3 , nor was I 
asked to (John Walsh on 
Monday, 12 April). 

TOM STOPPARD 
London SW10 


abdominal wounding. It also 
agreed that vixens were bunted 
while pregnant. 

SIMON POPE 

International Fund for Animal 
Welfare 

Crowborough, East Sussex 


Sin I’m not sure whether it's in 
my best interest to deny it, but 
for the record I never worked 


Sin Your report about the 
Advertising Standards 
Authority adjudications on our 
adverts (12 April) neglected to 
mention that it rejected six out 
of the nine complaints made by 
hunt supporters. The authority 
agreed with our assertion that 
foxes can die of pathological 
shock from the stress and 
trauma they undergo as part of 
the hunt. It agreed they could 
be simpty ripped apart by the 
hounds before death, and could 
also suffer extensive 


Sin Have you noticed that 
whenever ministers of the 
Crown are interviewed for 
television at their desks there 
is almost always a copy of 
Who's Who on a bookshelf 
immediately behind them? Do 
you know (a) why they need 
one at all. and (b) if they have 
one each, or whether there is a 
single governmental copy 
which is passed round as 
required to lend gra vitas to the 
i nterv iewee’s image? 

PETER MARTIN 
Norwich 


Sir. Adrian Beny doesn’t 
remember his folklore very well 
when he that during his 20- 

year nap Rip Van Winlde aged only 
one night (Astronautical Notes, 8 
April). When he came down from 
his mountain Rip had a kmg white 
beard and, as Special Relativity 
predicts, was 20 years olden 

This may act as a useful damper 
on flights of fantasy to the stars at 
near-tight speed from which 
astronauts return just a few years 
older, while their stay-at-home 
friends and relations have died 
hundreds of years previously in 
(rue Einstemian fashion. Alas, it 
will be a while yet before large, 
massive objects like space ships 
and human beings in them achieve 
velocities of nearly 300,000 
kilometres a second, part of the 
problem being that their masses 
will greatly increase at this speed, 
necessitating a complementary 
increase in the energy used to 
propel them until at light speed, 
the energy required becomes 
infinite. This will be a problem. 

There is world enough and time 
for humans to reach the stars, but 
onty after many generations of the 
astronauts on board have lived, 
bred, and died of old age. No Rip 
Van Winkle among them will 
return home to claim his 
compound interest. 

RALPH ESTLING 
D owlish Wake, Somerset 


Teachers’ merit pay 


Sir. Your two correspondents (12 
April) responding to your leader ^ 
-Good teachers deserve to be paid 
more" raise perfectly l egitimate 
questions. 

The answer to DWMcKaigue, 

questioning how a special needs ■ 
teacher for severely handicapped 

children can be compared with a 

colleague who is in charge of bright 
A-Ievel students, is surety through 
judging the skills and qualities they . 
bring to their work. They are quite 
different but open equally to a 
positive appraisal which would 

enable both of them to move 
through the threshold. - 
John Sheffield quite rightly 
draws attention to the budgetary 
considerations which milit a te 

against the appointment of the best 
person for the job and all too often 
end up in the youngest and . 
cheapest teache r bein g appointed 
This is why NASUWT has 
consistently argued that the 
current rigid formula funding 
under local management of schools 
cannot accommodate any genuine 
system of merit pay whatsoever 
NIGEL de GRUCHY 
General Secretary 

NASUWT 
London WC2 
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Euro peril 


agreed to take 20.000 people from 
Kosovo, which wfll be providing 
more than our fair share of shelter 
We will do our best for the 
refugees and perhaps your 
reporter might recognise the 
hospitality which the people of 

Turkey are extending to them. 
OZDEM SANRERK 
Ambassador, Turkish Embassy 
London SW1 


Sin Diane Cqyie (Comment, 8 
April) fails to address thereal 
issues involved in economic and . 
monetary union. The.euro debate is 
not simply a question of whether to 
fhnngp the currency but of han d i n g 
over (he economic and ultimately 
the political control of this country 
to tbe European Union. 

She describes those 
campaig nin g to keep the pound as 
“elderly men with more stake in 
their past than in our future”. The 
view that democracy is important 
and that entry into EMU will erode . 
it deserves to be property 
addressed and not trivialised. 

Those who want Britain to be part 

of a prosperous and democratic 
Europe should remember that 
Europe and the European Union are 
not sy n onym ous^ The ETTs fledgGng 
currency is designed to lock us into 
afederation from which there is no 
escape. TO? should leave the euro 
zone to endure its own self-imposed 
economic and political straatjaefeet 
and emulate Europe's more 
dynamic economies, Norway and 
Switzerland, outside theEU 
JOHN BARNETT 
EastGrmstead, West Sussex 


Sin The onty time a substantial 
country has been bombed from the 
air into surrender; the weapons 
used were nuclear. 

NORMAN FOSTER 
Duxfbrd, Cambridgeshire 


Royle couple 


Sir. Our advice to Nick Baker 
(“Nicking a little kudos”, 12 ApriD, 
who is frustrated by the emergence 
of a namesake working in a similar 
field, is not to flee and yield your 
name and your identity, but to 
double up and make friends. 

We came across each other 
several years ago when a magazine 
to which we had independently 
submitted short stories sent them 
all back to one of us. Between us we 
have published 20 books, but 
neither bookshops nor libraries 
distinguish between us. Ebr all they 
know, the author of After Derrida is 
the same man who wrote The 
Matter of the Heart The author of 
Counterparts and Telepathy and 
Literature was recently invited to 
address a conference in Finland: 
there is no such author.- 

As long as neither of us 
produces anything execrable, 
there’s no problem. We've started 
doing readings together and a 
collaborative volume is in the 
pipeline. 

NICHOLAS ROYLE 
London Wi2 
NICHOLAS ROYLE 
Stirling, Central Scotland 


Irregular 


SinMy scores in John Walsh’s “Are 

you a regular guy?" questionnaire 
(13 April) were 5 a, 5 b. 5 c and 1 
pass. The total makes me out to be 
slightly decent, right-thinking, 
sussed, modern, elitist, 
pretentious, and 33 percent 
William Hague. Ought I to see a 
psychiatrist? 

JOHN O’BYRNE 
Dublin 


High time we saw solicitors as the heroes they really are 


SOLICITORS often complain that 
their profession is unfairly painted 
as drab and mean-minded, while 
other callings have an .aura of 
glamour and romance. 

“Even journalism comes out 
better than the law," said one bit- 
terty to me. ‘At least Superman was 
a journalist in real life. Show me tiie 
solicitor who has any pretensions 
at all to being a hero!" 

No sooner said than done. We 
bring you the first episode in the ad- 
ventures of the man known onty to 
his adversaries as U LEGALMAN”! 


STANLEY MILLS was 5ft 9 in, 
' dressed in dark clothes which were 
almost but not quite a suit, and 
wearing spectacles that were not 
the pair he had bought expensively 
from an optician but the cheap 
stand-by pair he had got from 


Boots when the expensive pair 
had gone missing. He was w alking 
along Oxford Street on his way to 
the solicitor's office in Holborn 
where he worked, looking forward 
to exchanging a surreptitious 
“good morning" with the lovely 
Miss Walker who handled the con- 
veyancing side of things, when 
suddenly he heard a commotion 
coming from a side street. 

He glanced down it as he 
passed, and gasped There, totter- 
ing over the top of a five-storey 
building, hung a stranded heli- 
copter seemingly about to fall 
From the helicopter there dangled 
a long rope, with a beautiful girl 
plin g in g to the end of it In the 
helicopter cabin, about to sever the 
rope with an axe and send the girl 
to ier death on the pavement 
below, or perhaps to a very severe 


bruising on the heads of the spec- 
tators below, sata car Wing , masked 
figure. Stanley Mills recognised 
him at once. It was The Infringer! 

“Holy search warrant! This 
looks like a little job for Le galman " 

said Stanley Mills softly to himself 
He stepped behind a phone box, 
opening his brief case as he did so. 

Seconds later, he stepped outand 
launched himself into the air. 

He had changed No longer was 
he the drab figure in dark clothes 
and second-division specs. Admit- 
tedly he did still have the dark 
clothes and also-ran spectacles 
on, not to mention slightly scuffed 
shoes. But now he also had a red 
rose in his lapel button and a 
bowler hat worn at a rakish angle. 

“It’s Legalman!" gasped the 
crowd, as he shot through the air 
at a thoroughly legal 29mph. 


TOf I 


Miles 

Kington 

‘It's Legalman, 1 gasped 
the crowd as he flew 
through the air at a ■ 
thoroughly legal 29mph 


"Thank God Legalman is here! 
If aqyone can sort this mess out, it’s 
Legalman!” 


“Good morning, Infringer," said 
Legalman, landing gently on the 
ledge beside the helicopter: “I'm 
sorry to see you're bringing chaos 
to the great metropolis again.” 

“But I'm delighted to see you, 
Legalman,” chuckled the Infringer. 
“I had hoped that this Me incident 
might bring you out into the open. 
Now I've got you where I want you.” 

“If anyone’s in trouble, it's you. 
Infringer;” said Legalman. “I’m 
afraid you don’t realise quite how 
bad the trouble is in which you are.” 

Author's note: May I apologise 
far aR the unnecessary dialogue? 
This is not my fault It is always 
engineered by Legalman so that he 
can charge fir it later under the 
heading of " Consultation and- 
defence" $ £ 10 per minute. 

“Oh yeah? What kind of trouble, 
Legalman?" 


“All sorts of trouble. Piloting a 
helicopter in an urban area con- 
trary to the Public Flying Act, 1933. 
Parking a helicopter over a double^ 
yellow-line street Having an axe 
without a permit. Dangling a rope 
dangerously in a public thorough- 
fare. Flying a helicopter without 
due care and attention..." 

“Help!" screamed the girl at the 
end of the rope. "Please help me!” 

Legalman took his specs off 
and looked strictly at her. 

"All in good time, IFyou please:" 
he said. “If you want to apply fo r 
help, please phone for an appoint- 
ment and I will try to fit you in ” 

Another scream rent the air. She 
slipped a little more. 

“How are you going to help her 

now? sneered The Infringer. 

“Quite simple,” said Legalman 
I m going to serve THIS on you." 


And he handed over an injunc- 
tion preventing The Infringer from 
causing any nuisance to the girt at 
tiie end of the rope, a writ for heti- 
jajter misdemeanours and several 
other summonses. The Infringer 
cut pale. “You’ve lost none of your 
Legahnan,’’ he said 
at that moment the girl lost her 
gfp ***** fell screaming. Inanin- 
™nt Legalman had taken off and 
swooped beside her as she fefl. 

You’ve made a wfll 
yer. he said in her ear “Many 
People think there’s all the time in 
yet * ^ y° u know, more 

hSmJF c " t ° f people 

.^^^OruhUhesaoeher? 

tonrir a $ 0rd VOper- 

Hjy does? Another episode 
tiie of the solicitor super- 
nero ^ Legalman, coming soon! • 
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Will anyone provide 
work for redundant 
Clyde shipbuilders? 

TWO MERCHANT shipyards are to close on the Clyde - 
cue a bagpipe lament on the decline of the Scottish ’ship- 
building industry. But is there anything that can be done 
about the decision by Kvaerner. the Norwegian con- 
struction group, to sell its interest in Govan and Clyde- 
bank, other than hair-pulling and clothes-rending? 

There has been talk of finding a buyer for the two ship- 
yards. Unfortunately, that seems like a dim prospect. 
Owning British shipyards amounts to dropping sacks of 
cash straight into the sea. Wages are too high for jobs that 
can be done just as well in India or Indonesia. 

Nor does there seem to be an alternative to the disci- 
plines of the market. Any manufacturing business that fails 
to generate a profit will always be operating with a sword 
of Damocles hanging over its head Government inter- 
vention by way of subsidies can be sensible only as a 
temporary expedient. The fantastically complicated 
European Union rules on subsidies allow governments to 
provide hand-outs here and there, as long as they do not 
become provocatively obvious. It makes sense to be flex- 
ible about bail-outs, but in the end there is little point in 
throwing good money after bad 

This is not to say that every effort should not be made 
on behalf of the 2,000 workers who will be losing their jobs. 
As long as capital is more mobile than labour, there will 
be an imbalance of power at the heart of capitalism. The 
decision to sell the Scottish yards comes as part of a world- 
wide review of Kvaeraer’s business, in which some 25,000 
workers will lose their jobs. It is therefore unlikely that 
the Clydeside shipbuilders will be able to get other jobs 
within the company. Furthermore, as straight-talking ship 
workers they are unlikely to fit cosily into the booming ser- 
vice sector and its telephone call centres staffed by sweet- 
taDring twentysomethings. 

The Government has reneged on promises that the 
Labour parly made in opposition to enact legislation to stop 
discrimination against older workers. At the same time, 
the so-called New Deal (a travesty of Roosevelt’s strug- 
gle to pull the US out of the Depression) has done little 
for the over-fifties. If the Government is to endorse the line 
of Eddie George, the Governor of the Bank of England, that 
the end of British manufacturing industry is inevitable and 
desirable, it must provide older workers with some alter- 
v native to The Oprah Winfrey Show and a pint of heavy. 

The forthcoming Scottish parliament has the opportu- 
nity to develop an industrial polity that copes with some 
of these problems. Manufacturing industry will have to 
remain a large part of the Scottish economy. Without 
expensive and sustained retraining. 5 million Scots can- 
not yet live on the proceeds of microchip factories and the 
service sector: 
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At last, a chance for 
democracy in Algeria 

TOMORROW ALGERIA holds its first elections since 
1992, when the array overturned the victory of the Islamic 
Salvation Front (FIS). There is little chance that the vote 
will be free and fair - not least because the FIS is not 
allowed to field candidates. But the election of a successor 
to President Liamine Zeroual is a step towards the 
resumption of democratic politics in a country recovering 
from seven years of civil war. 

Abdelaziz Bouteflika, an Algerian foreign minister in the 
Seventies, is almost certain to win the election. He is backed 
by both the National Liberation Front - which led the oppo- 
sition to French colonialism - and, more importantly, by 
the generals, who are the country’s real rulers. 

The 680,000 Algerian voters resident in France have been 


Scotland will be the first skirmish 
in the battle for Britishness 
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AS IT sometimes is when dreams 
threaten to come true, the unfulfilled 
desire suddenly seems a lot more re- 
assuring than the real thing. Perhaps 
that is why Scottish nationalism is 
looking a lot less buoyant the closer 
M-g e ts to any real power. 

7 Six months ago, there were fears 
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menL At the head of the campaign, 
Donald Dewar and Helen Liddell 
were lacklustre and defensive. The 
best of the young Blairite storm troop- 
ers from Mfflbank were inventive at 
finding any excuse for not being sec- 
onded to the Labour Party's colonial 
outpost of Keir Kardie House. 

The SNP's leader; Alex Salmond, 


Salmond also repositioned the SNP 
as a nationalist party that has decid- 
ed to be socialist until the day of glory 
arrives. That is a very confusing 
message and may well serve to shift 
SNP support into a left-wing niche, 
whereas a really persuasive 
democratic nationalism needs to 
develop its appeal right across the 
political spectrum. 

Major ideological battles, such as 
the constitutional future of the UK, 
bear out Lenin’s crude but convinc- 
ing theory of power - that the group 
of people that wDl win is that which 
has a dear idea of where it wants to 
go. Numbers do not much matter. A 
small but dedicated band - be they of 
Communist revolutionaries in the 
dying days of the First World War in 
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Scottish independence during the 
campaign, it was an odd decision to 
stake the SNP’s authority on foreign 
^ffairs, an area where its voice would 
S3 truly decisive only once it had 
already attained separation from 
Wes tains tec A poll slump followed, 
forcing Mr Salmond to concede that 
he had merely “spoken n^ mind”. This 
is the last defence of politicians who 
know they have said too much and 
have no option but to resort to echo- 
ing Martin Luther's cry: “Here I 
stand, I can do no other” Luther 
wasn’t in the middle of an election 
campaign at the time. 

By opting against the Chancellor’s 
lp income tax cut and entering a row 


- i have no option butto resort to echo- 

^\(\ : mg Martin Luther's cry: “Here I 
]l t r CtJ C/ ■ stand » 1 can ^ no other” Luther 
*1 E I L*> i wasn’t in the middle of an election 

1JLJ- T : campaign at the time- 

jrfft ; By opting against the Chancellor’s 

Ip income tax cut and entering a row 
m \sd l 5t ‘ about tax cuts with Labour, Mr 

■ • 


force through their vision, because no 
one else has an alternative coherent 
enough to set against it 

The SNP- having started with this 
advantage of a single, understandable 
goal - has allowed its aims to become 
fuzzy by venturing into other mine- 
fields. New Labour, by contrast, 
started out with a bleary idea of what 
would follow devolution and a certain 
fearftdness in its approach to Scotland. 
It was unsure about how often the 
Prime Minister should appear in 
Scotland during the campaign; the 
perception of the campaign being or- 
chestrated by London might play to 
nationalist accusations of meddling. 
Yet Mr Blair was anxious not to feed 
the impression that he was ill at ease 
in Scotland by staying away. The war 
in Eosovo cut through the dilemma - 
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MCELVOY 

Alex Salmond urn motoring 
along nicely until he 
decided to denounce Nato 's 
involvement in Kosovo 

Mr Blair has the perfect excuse to 
limit his forays north of tile Border He 
wfli probably go just once between now 
and the vote on 6 May. 

The absence of the Prime Minister 
is doing no harm. Indeed, it has al- 
lowed Mr Dewar to show that he is not 
just Westminster-man on loan - 
although he is careful to preach an in- 
sis tent gospel of brotherhood and 
harmony with London. 

Scottish New Labour has a strong 
communitarian emphasis on fighting 
poverty and on the transfer of sport- 
ing estates to communal ownership. 
Indeed, catching the non-conformist 
whiff of the Parliament manifesto, the 
mischievous thought occurs: why not 
shuffle off those inconveniently ad- 
venturous pre-election pledges to 
Scotland? Its fortunate citizens could 
try out the promised Freedom of 


Information Bill, which the Govern- 
ment has mi intention of delivering to 
the rest of us? 

TYue. news from the Norwegian 
owners Kvaerner of the planned clo- 
sure of the last of the big merchant 
shipyards on the Clyde is hardly 
guaranteed to have Glasgow voters 
breaking out in a chorus of “Things 
Can Only Get Better”. But the fate of 
the remaining shipyards would be 
precarious no matter who ruled Scot- 
land. Should Govan take its revenge 
at the next general election and vote 
SNP the Labour party will hardly be 
inconsolable to see the back of its sit 
ting MR one Mohammed Sarwar. If 
there are questions to be asked about 
Govan and Clydebank, they are about 
regional development policies that 
allow injections of public money tin 
this ease L'87mi. after which the com- 
pany can walk away at the drop of a 
restructuring plan. The cost- 
effectiveness of these publicly funded 
sweeteners demands far closer 
scrutiny than any government has 
given them 

The adaptation of New Labour to 
a more Scottish identity requires bal- 
ance. and it is no accident as the 
Leninists would add, that later this 
week Gordon Brown is to restate 
Labour's commitment to the princi- 
ple of the Unn in in a major speech on 
Britishness. From the thickets of con- 
fusion. a new theme is beginning to 
emerge. The Government has seen 
that it must stand up for the Union, 
or risk the steady incursions of Eng- 
lish and Scottish nationalism. 

Britishness is the context in which 
the Scottish and Welsh devolutions 
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stands branded as a willful, 
deliberate, contemptuous liar 
Tfcatris his shame to bear-and 
all'America’s, tod. 


WRIGHT FOUND Clinton in dvfl 
contempt of court The second 
president to be impeached 
becomes the first to be so cited. 
Itie monetary penalty attached 
to tiie contempt ruling includes 
payment to Jones for attorneys’ 
fees and similar expenses aris- 
ing out of Clinton's ‘‘willful fail- 
ure” to give honest answers in 
his deposition. Clinton, a 
lawyer, could be disbarred 
under a canon prohibiting “dis- 
honesty, fraud, deceit or mis- 
representation". It has long 
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ALL THE NEWS OF THE WORLD 
The American press comments on the ruling 
which finds Clinton in contempt of court 


been obvious that his deposi- 
tion in the Jones suit, in which 
he swore “I have never had sex- 
ual relations with Monica 
Lewinsky”, was a lie. 

LA Times 


JUDGE WEBBER Wright’s rul 
mg puts into the legal and his- 
torical record that Clinton was 
untruthful and deliberately 
misleading, and assigns a legal 
sanction to uphold the rule uf 


law. The financial penalties 
calling for the President to re- 
imburse the court SI .202 to 
chut the expenses incurred by 
the judge in travelling to Wash- 
ington to preside over “hi* 
tainted deposition", and to pay 
Ms Jones any expenses 
incurred because of his 
untruthful behaviour are sym- 
Iwlic. He would be wise nut to 
challenge Lhem. The Judge 
has signalled hpr desire to 
bring this matter to a close. 

, Yen' York Times 


I N CASE we had forgotten what 
justice was. a judge in Little 
Ruck reminded the country 
yesterday. Judge Wright held 
Clinton in contempt of court for 
not testifying truthfully. Pres- 
ident nr no president, there are 
apparently some things Judge 
Wright is not going to put up 
with in her court. It was elec- 
trifying. it was galvanizing, to 
be reminded that there is still 
law. there is still truth, there is 
still justice. 

Arkansas Democrat Gazette 




able to vote since Saturday. In Algeria there is a worry about 
vote-rigging, because vulnerable mobile ballot boxes are 
to be used in rural areas and soldiers will vote unseen in 
their barracks. None the less, the country’s 15 million 
eligible voters will have a genuine choice of candidates. 

Air Bouteflika *s opponents include three who are cred- 
ible challengers. They are Mouloud Hamrouche, the 
reformist prime minister from 1989 to 1991; Hocine Ait 
Ahmed, the 78-year-old socialist with a reputation for incor- 
ruptibility and the charisma conferred by his membership 
of les neufhistoriques. the nine original leaders of the inde- 
pendence war. and, the most interesting challenger. Ahmed 
Taleb Ibrahimi, the former foreign minister who has been 
backed by the leaders of the FIS in hiding abroad. 

The army’s cancellation of the 1992 election was not only 
the catalyst for the civil war. it was also taken by Islamic 
movements across the Arab world to show that democracy 
was a sham and that there was no alternative to violence. 

The Algerian conflict was primarily between the secur- 


belong. and in which they can thrive. 
The alternative to the Government 
taking the lead in deflning what a UK 
identity means in post-devolutionary 
times is allowing others with oppos- 
ing interests to make the running. Mr 
Salmond may not be m aiding a roar- 
ing success of this campaign, but his 
party will gain in confidence and 
experience from its exposure in the 
Parliament. It will challenge the 
settlement again next time, and the 
lime after that - a border skirmish 
New Labour will have to fight re- 
peatedly. The potential for separatist 
movements to reinvent themselves in 
different conditions is the core of 
their strength. 

it is ominous that a growing sector 
oi English right-wing opinion believes 
that the battle is already lost. The case 
for forma! divorce between the Eng- 
lish and the Scots is most elegantly 
made in an intriguing polemic by the 
journalist Simon Heffer. entitled Nor 
Shull My Sword The Reinvention of 
England. Mr Heffer thinks that the 
English should speed the Scots’ path 
to independence, having notiung to 
lose thereby but their onerous fiscal 
transfers. Rid of the whinging Scots, 
England will be free to develop a 
humane nationalism, cut taxes and 
even bring back the Tories. 

On the benefits of this last point and 
the likely lovability of an Albion 
stripped of its anchorage in the United 
Kingdom. 1 beg to differ with Mr 
Heffer His England would not be 
mine. But his argument should put the 
rest of us on our mettle. The sure way 
to lose the battle for Brilisliness is to 
believe that it is no: worth fighting. 


ity forces on the one side and Islamic groups, including 
the FIS and the shadowy’ Armed Islamic Group, on the 
other. The crisis reached its nadir during the holy month 
of Ramadan last year when it was rumoured that security 
forces were massacring civilians. 

Seven years and the murder of 77,000 people later, the 
government appears to have brought the country back 
under its control. The array is no longer involved in terror, 
and massacres committed by the Islamists have diminished 
in frequency and are confined to rural areas. 

The FIS may have miscalculated in backing Mr Ibrahimi 
If he does not gain much support - and there are signs that 
voters are apathetic - the FIS will look like a busted Hush. 
If he does welL the army may use it as another excuse for 
suppressing democracy. Although there are grounds for 
pessimism about the outcome of the elections, in a country’ 
trying to cope with a dramatically rising population and 
the collapse of oil revenues, democracy is the only hope 
for a resumption of stability and prosperity. 


Q UOTE OF THE PAY 

“Ah! Ta ta ta ta ta. That’s all I have to say.” 
Paula Jones, on BiU Clinton being held in contempt 
of court for lying in her sexual harassment case 

T hought for the Day 

“Extreme remedies are most appropriate 
for extreme diseases.” 

Hippocrates, 

Greek physician 


Join the AA 
now and ge‘ 
cover for a 
partner, for 

just £1 5* 

You don't have to be married, in a relationship, or 

related to include breakdown cover for a partner. 

You just have to share the same home address. A 
year’s AA Personal Membership starts at just £43. 

Join now and get a year's breakdown cover for a 
partner from just £15. f And remember, with this 
offer, you and your partner will be covered, even A 
when travelling in someone else's car. M 

• We have the world's largest patrol JBm 

force, and fix more breakdowns at ^B|| 

the roadside than any other 

motoring organisation. MmM 

• We are more likely to get you back MA 
on the road quicker than anyone 

else, saving you time and money. 
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TOP SPIN. The GM food 
innovator Monsanto showed 
its customary fingertip 
control of the media when its 
PR flacks heard of a story 
perceived as dangerous. The 
corporation manufactures a 
genetically engineered milk 
hormone called rBGH 
(recombinant bovine growth 
hormone). Fanners inject 
rBGH into cattle every two 
weeks to increase milk 
production. But activists have 
expressed concern that rBGH 
may increase the risk of 
cancer among consumers. 
Two Tampa-based journalists 
taped a segment reporting 
this. Monsanto pitched its 
side of the story - and 
management at YVTVT, the 
local Fox station, made the 
duo rewrite the story 83 
times. That's right, 83. 

The Murdoch-owned WTVT 
then offered Steve Wilson and 
Jane Akre some £100.000 to 
quit, on condition that both 
reporters remain silent about 
the incident. They refused - 
and the matter is now 
heading to court Fascinating 
fact later this year the EU 
moratorium on the use of 
rBGH is up for review. 


BANKING TECHNOLOGY 
rocks! Thirty per cent of 
those entrusted with 
increasing credit-card 
security have forged 
someone else's signature in 
a credit-card transaction. 
An NCR survey at 
Frankfurt's European 
Financial Services Summit 
also revealed that 23 per 
cent of the fraud-busters 
had asked a friend to forge 
theirs. Life in plastic, it's 
fantastic. 


OH, AND you’ve got to hand it 
to Barbie. Prosthetic 
specialists at Northern 
Carolina's Duke University 
are using the doll's legs to 
create artificial fingers for 
amputees. The legs are 
trimmed to fit each patient - 
they work successfully 
because the flexible joints in 
Barbie's legs allow 
the fingers to bend, 


MINNIE 

DRIVER JP 

(pictured) 

put the hype 

about Martine 

McCutcheon VB| 

into 

perspective at 
the party for An fl 
Ideal Husband this jl 
week. As the ex- 
EastEnder *•-. 

appeared at the 
star's table at 
the Waldorf 
Hotel, 

photographers 
pestered 
Driver to 
have her 

picture taken * 

with 

McCutcheon. A 
baffled Minnie 
replied: “Who?" 


MICK HUCKNALL 

is said to be 


offering his support to help 
the fallin g star Simon Le Bon 
rekindle his career. Lucky old 
Simon. IPs enough to drive 
you to the opera - if th(?y ever 
get it open again. 


BORIS YELTSIN talks war 
but wants peace - in his 
private life, at least 
He’s reportedly bought a 
serene £53m villa in 
Cap d’Antibes. 


CHRISSIE HYNDE, the fiery 
rocker and animal rights 
activist, narrowly avoided 
questioning by the 
gendarmerie this week. 
Hynde, a driving force behind 
the memorial concert for her 
pal Linda McCartney, 
exploded when she arrived at 
Home House, a smart West 
End dub known for the 
hollowed-out elephant leg in 
its lobby which is used as an 
umbrella stand. “This is part 
of a dead animal," Hynde told 
a crowd that included George 
Michael Tbm Jones and 
Singad O'Connor. “Tm going 
to bury it in Portm an 
Square.” She emptied out the 
umbrellas, and headed for the 
exit - but found her path 
blocked by security men. The 
situation was resolved after a 
tense 20-minute stand-off. No 
word from Home House about 
whether they’ll go out on a 
limb with exotic furnishings 
in future. 


WE INTERRUPT this column 
with a newsbreak. Derek 
Draper, of Lobbygate feme, 
has been fired by Talk 
Radio. Apparently he 
telephoned another show on 
air from Amsterdam in the 
company of a delightful 
working girl called Claudia. 
Has Talk Radio's boss 
Kelvin MacKenzie, no 
stranger to the sexier side 
of journalism, lost his sense 
of humour? Say It ain’t 
so, Kelv. 


OUR NUMBER one guy’s 
number one chick likes to 
keep busy. Mother.. . 
jfoi, lawyer... consort - 

how does Cherie find 
enough hours in 
the day? So who 
better to speak 
at the 15 May 

Commun- 
^ ications Cno 
relation, 

V we’re 

- assured). 

Blair 
adver- 
tises the 

: ■ event as 

a 

• “stress- 

free 

zone". A 

blissful contrast to 
Downing Street, or 
what? 

Contact Pandora by 
e j maiL pandora® 
independentco.uk 


THE WEDNESDAY 

The Ip depen dent j4 April IMS 



Don’t ask me to ape Cherie or Linda 



AFTER RELIGION, politics and 
feme, the biggest peddler of 
hypocrisy, deceit and myths has got 
to be the creation to which today's 
woman is allegedly incurably ad- 
dicted: the role model. It is the RSJ 
of the daft conviction that the cho- 
sen few among us are Having It AIL 
These few are supposedly fulfilled 
in work, family, sex life, love, friend- 
ship and wealth without so much as 
a bruise to relationships, integrity, 
leisure and sanity. In short, they 
achieve the impossible. 

The role model has become a 
modern-day goddess to be wor- 
shipped and admired and emulated. 
Except that where she has magical 
powers (also known as housekeep- 
ers, nannies, fitness trainers, plus 
a PR machine that knows a hundred 
ways of disguising from the outside 
world - until the price is right - 
crumbling marriages, resentful 
children, work half-done and per- 
iodic depression), the rest of us have 
only ourselves to fell back on. 

Wb fefl (and blame ourselves) but 
we expect only a continuum of cop- 
ing from the best of the RMs. So it's 
all the more dangerous when a 
role model -cum-goddess proves to 
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ROBERTS 

It's dangerous when a 
role model-cum- goddess 
proves to be just as 
mortal as the rest of us 

be just as mortal as the rest of us. 

hi yesterday’s Daily Mad, Cherie 
Booth, promoted as a role model 
(more dutiful wife than over- 
stressed career woman) by Lab- 
our’s spin masters, wrote as patron 
of the charity Breast Cancer Care, 
about Linda McCartney. The char- 
ity is selling one of her photographs. 
Stallion and Standing Stone , to 
raise money for the support it gives 


to those suffering from cancer 

Cherie Booth says of Linda 
McCartney, “Nearly everyone... 
reflected on what a strong role 
model she was, not only as a wife 
and mother, but also as an original 
creative woman.” And she adds, 
“Many also admitted to the terrible 
anxieties that her death had trig- 
gered in them. A common theme of 
their letters was, if Linda McCart- 
ney can't beat breast cancel; what 
hope have I got?’” 

Linda McCartney's death was 
tragic, as are the deaths of even 
younger women, among them the 
journalist Ruth PicarcEe, who wrote 
so movingly about her anger and 
sorrow at leaving very young child- 
ren. We can admire Ruth without 
transforming her into a role model. 
What drew many of us was not that 
she embodied an illusion of perfec- 
tion but that she was heart-break- 
ing human: just like us. Everybody 
hoped, but few truly expected her to 
win the battle. Role models, in con- 
trast, are required to have an illog- 
ical, near-mystical ability not only to 
live life in the round but also to defy 
premature death. 

Mythology surrounds our role 


models like wrapping around an 
Easter egg - there’s a lot of it, and 
it doesn’t amount to much wfaenex^ 
a min ed with a clear .eye. It doesirt 
lessen the courage of Linda Mc- 
Cartney to say that she was a 
woman with a sound marriage who 
was a good enough mothei; loved 
animals took OK photographs and 
couldn’t sing, but seemed to know 
how to make the best of life- Vege- 
tarianism didn’t grant i mm u n ity 
but it did provide her with a healthy 
income from her products. If the 
image-makers hadn't determined to 
turn her into a role model uiot 
least as a boost to sales of soya 

sausages), cancer patients wouldn't 

now be feeling defeated and in de- 
spair because T ) n da lacked what 

they believed she bad to possess: the 

luck of the gods. 

A few years ago, I met a woman 
who was successful in the City, 
wrote novels, and had two children. 
How did she squeeze it all in? She 
explained that she spent a couple of 
hours a day writing in office time. 
She couldn’t tefl the truth in inter- 
views because that would reveal to 
her bosses that she was short- 
changing thwn A year or so latex; 


had become involved in (frugsand 
her marriage wa s, unde r strain 
Profiles, interviews ujuliuiKd to ap. 


who Had It AIL In her wake, no 
doubt, dozens of gullible women 
(and, yes, we ail need to, reajilh* 


ty), rise at 5am to write the novel, 
before an over-long day’s work, re- 
turning too late to read a.bedtixne 


The road to a diplomatic 
settlement with Serbia 


IS THERE a way of bringing this war 
to a quick conclusion? Any early sol- 
ution depends on diplomacy, yet no 
serious negotiating process has 
begun and there is no obvious inter- 
locutor Belgrade is suspicious of the 
UN Secretary- General Kofi Annan, 
because he has associated hims elf 
with the core Nato demands, while 
Nato is wary of the Russian Prime 
Minister \fevgeni Primakov because 
of his readiness to play to anti- 
Western sentiment at home. 

Once talks begin, they will not be 
easy. Nato will probably have little 
choice but to stick with the Ram- 
bouillet formula on autonomy but, in 
practice, Kosovo can never again be 
more than a notional part of Serbia. 
Hie scale of post-war reconstruction 
and the provision of security for re- 
turning refugees will mean that it 
must fee in effecta Nato protectorate, 
whatever fece-savingfonn of words 
may be found. 

The main feature of any settle- 
ment must be that Western troops 
are based in Kosovo. This is the 
single point on which Nato cannot 
equivocate. The only serious solution 
to the mounting refugee crises in 
Macedonia, Montenegro and Alba- 
nia is for people to return to what is 
left of their homes, but they cannot 
dare not venture bade until their 
security is guaranteed against Serb 
troops and militias. If the alliance is 
unable to achieve this, then it will 
have been defeated. 

This was the issue on which it 
went to war in the first place and on 
which the Rambouifiet talks found- 
ered. President Slobodan Milosevic 
rejected all entreaties to accept an 
armed international force in the 
province to reassure the people; it 
was essential to bis strategy that 
they be insecure. So fer, despite Nato 
claims of cracks opening up in the 
Yugoslav government there has 
been absolutely no sign of a shift in 
its position. Once the concession is 
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Nato has been left 
over- dependent on 
coercion to bring this war 
to an early conclusion 

made, however it is dressed up pol- 
itically or diluted by the inclusion of 
Russian and Ukrainian troops, Ser- 
bia has been defeated. Serbs in 
Kosovo will also be uncomfortably 
aware of the grim revelations likely 
to emerge once their behaviour can 
be properly scrutinised. 

The only possible compromise 
would be effective partition of Kos- 
ovo. If this is proposed by Belgrade, 
some in Nato might be tempted to 
accept But it would be impossible 
to get Kosovar agreement to such a 
move. This would create a continu- 
ing source of tension, with Serbia 
fearing Kosovar attempts to seize 
back any land taken from them. So 
we must therefore be clear that the 
main purpose of diplomacy will be 
to ease the pain and humiliation of 
defeat for one side. 

Victory probably will come to 
Nato, but it will have come at a heavy 
price, the result of a flawed strategy 
that allowed Milosevic to seize the 
initiative at the start of the campaign. 
As Nato's air strikes began last 
month, the Yugoslav decisions they 
were designed to influence had al- 
ready been taken and the plans 


they were supposed to frustrate 
were well advanced. Success now for 
Nato requires reversing the tragedy 
it failed to prevent It has ruled out 
the only sure way of achieving this 
-aland invasion to wrest the terri- 
tory from Serb control. This is be- 
cause of a fear of heavy casualties, 
the treachery of the terrain and the 
lack of a decent transport network 
making it difficult to get heavy ar- 
mour to foe front Although Nato's 
land power in the area is slowly 
being reinforced, largely to deal 
with the refugee crisis, it would 
take weeks to assemble and titan a 
proper invasion force. Even the 
introduction of US ground-attack 
helicopters has been delayed be- 
cause of the primitive state of Alb- 
anian facilities. 

So Nato has been left waging war 
against Yugoslavia's military infra- 
structure in the hope of persuading 
Milosevic to admit defeat The tar- 
gets in Serbia are described as 
being nrilitaiy in nature, and they are 
certainly chosen - and advertised in 
advance - to avoid excessive casual- 
ties, but their impact is also dvflian. 
Nato can continue to work its way 
through the Yugoslav air force and 
barracks, but in this bizarre modem 
warfare they are not immediately 
relevant to the problem at hand The 
attacks on feel factories and bridges 
are another matter. They are stead- 
ily ruining the already shaky Yugo- 
slav economy. This is undoubtedly 
putting pressure on Milosevic to find 
an escape route, but there are no ob- 
vious manifestations of anti-war 
feeling. If anything, nationalist sen- 
timent has hardened As the inad- 
vertent air attack on a train on 
Monday illustrated there are limits 
to the number of civil/military tar- 
gets that can be struck without 
harming civilians. Although Nato's 
current tactics do leave many people 
uncomfortable, the Serbs are paying 
a heavy political price for the success 



Igor Ivanov and Madeleine Albright 
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of their Kosovo campaign. The tide 
of human misqy it created hardened 
European opinion against Yugo- 
slavia and created a level of com- 
mitment within fee Nato nations that 
wffl be difficult to undermine. It is too 
late for Nato to conduct the air war 
over Kosovo to impede “ethnic 
cleansing", but it can create the con- 
ditions for the refugees' return 
This requires depleting the feel and 
ammunition stocksof the local Serb 
units, isolating them from Serbia so 
that they cannot be reinforced or re- 
supplied disrupting their command 
and control networks, obstructing 
their attempts to move by knocking 
down bridges and keeping them 
vulnerable to attack by constant 
daylight air patrols. This may release 
Nato from its dependence upon 
Milosevic's consent fiy returning 
refugees with an armed Nato guard 
There are here at least the compon- 
ents of a plan that could bring this 
war to a conclusion on Nato's terms. 

When this is coupled with the eco- 
nomic costs of the war, the outlook 
for Milosevic is therefore grim. His 

regime appears to be dinging to the 
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4 IN “NO Second Troy", 
Yeats contemplates the 
woman he was to love all 
his life, from a necessary 
distance. The lath’ isn't named 
in the poem but everyone knew 
in 1910 that it was Maud 
Gonne, the political activist 
who turned down Yeats's pro- 
posal of marriage. 

In the poem, the apolitical 
heart is transfixed when it en- 
counters the feet that the loved 
woman is herself political Thus 
- at least for the poet - the root 
of the matter may appear to be 
pre-political: Yeats detests vio- 
lence, loves Maud Gonne; but 
Maud Gonne is violent. 

"Why should I blame her 
that shefiUed my days / With 
misery, or that she would of 
kite/ Have taught to ignorant 
men most violent waysj Or 
hurled the little streets upon 
the great/ Had they but 
courage equal to desire?/ What 
coidd have made her peacefd 
with a mind/ That nobleness 
made simple as a firej With 
beauty like a tightened bow, a 
kind/ That is not natural in on 
age like thisj Being high and 
solitary and most stem?/ Why, 
what could she have done, 
being what she is?/ Whs there 
another Troy jar her to bum?” 


The process is. I take it, as 
follows. First: “Why should I 
blame her for filling my days 
with misery?” So fee indeed, we 
have a question that virtually 
invites a sceptical response. 
What better reason could a 
person have for resentment? 

But the succeeding sugges- 
tion. which follows swiftly, is 
that self-pity is an ignoble emo- 
tion and of course we pull back 
at once; we do not wish to be 
trapped into endorsing it 

Then, as the sentence 
moves from the personal plane 
to the political we begin to see 
that the poet is not after all 
playing a trivial game; the lady 
has made him wretched and, 
meanwhile, has stirred up rev- 
olutions, poor against rich. 

If the personal misery 
seems a puny thing, the sen- 
tence implies, then let it be so; 
something larger is in any case 
afoot here. With Yeats’s poem, 
it is of the essence of the work 
that it does not present a mar- 
riage of true minds. The poet 
must so speak to establish his 
own unsympathising character 
before he allows the lady her 
proper transcendence. That Is 
why, when foe reference shifts 
to politics, the tone is tetchily 
personal half-comprehending, 



in a harsh two-line poem: “Ftar- 
nefl came down the road, he 
said to a cheering man:/ Ire- 
land shad get her freedom 
and you stiU break stone."' 
The crushing effect of the 

meaSlirpH ennnHain n»u.L.. 


Podium 

A D Nuttall 

From the Oxford 
English Professor’s 
Warton lecture at the 
British Academy 

indeed, unsympathetic. Maud 
Gonne and Yeats both loved 
Ireland but her love was pro- 
grammatic, future-orientated 
while his was backward- 
looking, enamoured of custom 
and ceremony We may add that 
Yeats obviously got a further 
kick out of the exhilarating re- 
barbatrveness of reactionary, 
hierarchical views. The poet's 
contempt for the ignorant poor 
is there on the page, with no at- 
tempt to palliate or conceal it. 
The same contempt blazes 




□onaiy himself is to turn the 
“cheering man” of the pre- 
ceding line into an arrested 
grotesque like some thing 
Picasso’s Guernica. 

The same tic of contempt 

shows in the line; "Had but 

courage equal to desire?” 
Yeats pulls off a curious tech- 
nical feat here. He is savins 
what he realty thinks and is 
spaaking “in character", as if 
to say: “These are the things 
people like me will always say” 
Meanwhile, the lines are 
there to be at once blotted out 
by the lady herseff and - in so 

for as she is the Unanswerable 

Pbsihve of the poem - the con- 
servative suggestion must be 
negated, which is as much as 

S? r endere d. after all, 
apolitical. Hence the appra- 

pnateness of an element of 
Hurled fixe Uttle streets upon 

is 35 if the so- 
phisticated political meaning; 
caused the lower classes to 



bed repeating the mantra, “If she 
can do it, so canL” The truth is, she 
can’t, without a price to be paid. 
Every choice has a consequence. ■ 
Wbmen, in the main , carry the 
burdenafba fanfflr gwbfe and home 
so they are hungrier than men for 
mentors. Even so, they should be- 
come more like men - admire a per- 
son’s individual actions without 
nursing illusions about the success 
of an overall life, setting impossible 
standards to attain. In short, treat 
role models as fairy stories, for 
grown-ups. Then, as with the death 
of Linda McCartney, it wouldn’t 
come as quite such a devastating 
shock for some when the happy end- 
ing is, sadly, sometimes denied. 


5o» 


hope that somehow, through threats 
or aid, Russia can extract them 
from the mess, but they have taken 
statements from Moscow fer too lit- 
erally. Milosevic himself is experi- 
enced enough to know just how 
little is on offer The most useful role 
Russia could now play would be to 
dispel any wishful thinking in Bel- 
grade (thereby also making them- 
selves more acceptable to Nato in 
any future attempt to broker a deal). 

The failure to prepare for a land 
option has left Nato over-dependent 
upon coercion to bring this war to an 
early conclusion. This can work 
onty by persuading Belgrade that the 
costs of further resistance are much 
higher than the costs of compliance 
with Nato’s core demands. There is 
absolutely no way of predicting 
when this conclusion will be reached 
or if it will ever be reached at aDL It 
is, however; .most likely to come 
when Milosevic is convinced that 
Nato forces will eventually enter 
Kosovo without his consent 

The author is professor qf war 
studies at King’s College. London 


Low 



rise in violent struggle with the 
upper classes” is engulfed by 
a (food’s surrealism: houses 
fighting houses. t 

The next lines show how 
there is no irony in the poet’s 
public decision not to resent 
her treatment of him. Yeats 
alone of 20th-century poets 
could unleash, when he chose, 
authentic, over-masterin g hi g h 
style, which carries all before 
it He does so here. 

“What could have made 
iter peaceful until a mind! 
That nobleness made simple 
^ ^ firej Widi beauty Uke a : 
tightened bow, a kind / Thatis ' 
not natural in an age like ; 
thisj Being high and solitary 

ond. most stem?” ■ 

This is intended to trans- r 
cend all that has gone before, 
and it does just that The poetis V 
own thoughts are erased by an 
intuition of splendour that is ">.■ 
identical with love. It is notso ‘ '■*■4 
much that criticism tfies away ^ 

before the image of the latty * 
•tersely the very disclaiming of- j 
the right to criticise dies, be- : 
comes irrelevant to the con- '} 
tempfeted wonder The lady is ' 
»>t of our age, not of our . - 

™ perhaps; she is like A 

fire from the sky, whoDv 7 
non-negotiable. ■ 
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in face of 
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Invasion 

By Steve Boggan in Tirana 


during HIS tyrannical reign 
over Albania, the Maoist dicta- 
tor Enver Hoxba bu3t almost 
one million concrete pillboxes 
to defend his country and unify 

its downtrodden people against 
invasions that he knew would 
never happen. Tike Slobodan 
Milosevic, he realised that 
there was nothing to compare 
with the threat of war to mar- 
shal a country’s people behind 
its leader. 

The crumbling bunkers still 
litter the countryside, pointing 
comically in ail directions like 


much of the hardware dates 
from the 1960s, is Chinese-built 
and would not look out of place 
in a military museum. 

So when news of the incur- 
sion reached the people of 
Tirana, where in the past thee 
would have been fear; there was 
only anger and indignation. 
After all, Albania is now 
becoming Nato’s launch pad for 
any ground action against the 
Serbs in Kosovo. 

“The Serbs are cowards - 
they would never dare attack us 
now we are with Nato” said Tat- 
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Serbian forces bum 
Kosovar-AJbanlan 
houses In Star! 


I Huge Ares reported 
around Pristina 
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1.800 new UK troops will be flown 
to Thessaloniki in Greece from 
Germany and the UK. Their military 
hardware sails today from Em den 
in Germany. Once reunited with 
che equipment, troops will head 
for Skopje in Macedonia 


GREECE 




I Serb forces bum 
three villages in 
Kacanfic area 


pale mushrooms, which are a jaxia Muka, 35. a shoe shop as- 


constant reminder of the futil- 
ity of Haxha's rule. 

Finally, yesterday, someone 
did invade. Serbian infantry 
took the border post at Ka- 
menica and torched two towns. 
And the pillboxes, used for 
decades as toilets and 
mangers, proved to be just as 
useless as Hoxha had always 
known they would be. 

Such helplessness in the 
face of aggression is one of the 
reasons the Albanian govern- 
ment last week invited Nato to 
take over its sea and air ports. 
Even before the civil unrest of 
1997 which brought down the 
government ofDrSali Berisha, 
Albania's military was some- 
what toothless. After, when 
military arsenals had been lit- 
tered by angry civilians (and 
sold on to the Kosovo Libera- 
tion Army!, it was positively 
moribund. 

According to the latest pub- 
licly available figures, Alba- 
nia's rag-tag army boasts 859 
battle tanks, 105 armoured 
personnel carriers and 823 
artillery pieces. Hie Navy has 
one submarine and 31 patrol 
boats, and the Air Force has 98 
combat aircraft What the fig- 
ures do not say however; is that 


sistant “I hate the Serbs and in 
the past I would have been 
scared they would have invad- 
ed all the way. But not now." 

Yesterday evidence of Alba- 
nia’s status at Nato’s new for- 
ward base was beginning to 
emerge at Durres, the coun- 
try's main seaport and at 
Tirana airport where a mxQtaiy 
build-up is gathering pace in 
tandem with the aid effort. 

Until recently, Autum 
Daniels from Seattle had no 
idea where Albania was, much 
less Kosovo. But here she was, 
standing in the airport mud, a 
tiny figure carrying an M60 
sub-machine-gun almost as big 
as she was. “I'm here for the 
people," she said. “IVe seen the 
pictures of babies crying and 
families being forced out of 
their homes and I don’t like it 
Of course, we*ve all talked 
about more serious conflicts, 
but that's not why we’re here 
right now.” AH around Airman 
Daniels, other American, 
FVench, Greek, Turkish and 
Dutch soldiers were busy doing 
their bit to feed 600,000 in 
camps all over the region. 

But with the presence of 
“Operation Hawk" personnel 
preparing the way for the ar- 


rival of Apache attack heli- 
copters from America, one 
could not help feeling that a 
beach-head was being created 
fra- the arrival of less humani- 
tarian equipment Last Friday. 
Durres, west of Tirana, was a 
sleepy harbour for ferries to and 
from Italy. Yesterday, huge 
French troop carriers were 
there, disgorging hundreds of 
soldiers. Mededns San Fron- 
tieres, the medical charity, has 
been complaining for some 
time that the use of Nato troops 
at refugee camps, while Nato is 
bombing Yugoslavia, is com- 
promising the camps' status as 
neutral places of safety. 

At Tirana airport the lines 
appeared more blurred than 
ever. Operating around the 
dock, its single airstrip had 
been taking up to 60 trans- 
porter planes a day. American 
C-17 Globemasters and C-130 
Hercules from Ramstein in 
Germany accounted for two- 
thirds of the flights, the rest 
being operated from other Nato 
countries. 

Once on the ground, the aid 
is distributed by a fleet of 30 he- 
licopters, induding US Navy 
Sea Stallions and Dutch and 
Greek H-46 twin-rotor aircraft 


The effort and organisation in- 
volved is staggering. Many 
countries are participating, but 
this is mainfy America’s show. 
And other military equipment 
is arriving too. 

Almost 500 US military per- 
sonnel are already on the base, 
building Mash-styie tents. 


radar and r nmmnniraHrm <qre- 

tems. They have taken over air 
traffic control and logistics on 
the ground. US service per- 
sonnel have worked unstint- 
ing^ in cdd,wd conditions, and 
they are rightly proud of their 
achievement s But the struc- 
tures being set in place smack 


of permanence rather than a 
swift swoop into an improving 
situation. Nevertheless, they 
are delighting the Albanians, 
who believe the ir reward will be 
new roads, airports, communi- 
cation systems, defence im- 
provements and regional 
stature.’Ttehareblownrttwioe 
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An Albanian by one of the Hoxha pillboxes that [moved no use yesterday Petr Josek 


before, alfying ourselves with 
Russia »r*d then with China," 
said Major Vladimir Avdia, an 
Albanian MiG-19 fighter pilot. 
“But now it’s Nato. We are 
sharing our facilities now and 
later we wifi be given help to im- 
prove our infrastructure. It is 
wonderful for morale.” 

As news spread of yester- 
day’s incursions into Albanian, 
the Albanians were more sure 
than ever that their new part- 
nership was a positive step for- 
ward. Ebr Nato’s part, it knows 
that if there were to be a 
ground war; here would be a 
good place to land troops. 

“We already have an ad- 
vanced team conducting sur- 
veys for the arrival of the 
Apache helicopters" said Mas- 
ter Sergeant Michael Land, 
one of tile USAF’s spokesmen. 
“Certainly in the event of an es- 
calation in activity, this airfield 
would became a veiy important 
centre militarily" 

It remains to be seen just 
how big the ting muddy airfield 
outside Tirana will grow over 
the next few months. In a few 
years, perhaps, it may even 
have its ownbowling alley and 
a bar serving Budweiser and 
Michdob. 


TIMETABLE: 
DAYS 20, 21 

Monday 12 April 
8pm: Air raid sirens 
sound in Belgrade. Nis, 
Kragujevac and 
Podgorica. 

9pm: Yugoslav news 
agency Tanjug says third 
civilian has died in. 
hospital after a Nato 
missile hie a car on the 
road between Pristina 
and Kosovo Polje earlier 
In the afternoon. 

TUesday 13 April 
1 .1 5-1 ,30am: Four big 
explosions heard in 
Pristina. 

2.30am: Three huge 
explosions shake eastern 
Belgrade close Co city 
centre. Tanjug says the 
military barracks Vasa 
C araptc in Belgrade’s 
Banjica district were hit. 
6.35am: Air raid alert in 
Belgrade ends. 

8.45am: Nato planes 
hit a Yugoslav army 
barracks and fuel tanker 
trucks in Pristina. 

Sam: Madeleine 
Albright meets Russian 
Foreign Minister, Igor 
Ivanov, to encourage 
Russia back into the 
search for peace in 
Kosovo. 

Midday: Italian news 
agency reports Serbian 
forces have crossed the 
Yugoslav-Albanian 
border and occupied the 
northern Albanian village 
of Padesh. 

1pm: Australian Foreign 
Minister. Alexander 
Downer, says he has 
been Informed by 
Yugoslav Foreign 
Ministry that Australian 
aid workers will be 
charged yvith spying. 
330pm: Serb forces 
withdraw from Albanian 
territory after 
surrounding the 
northern village of 
Kamenica and 
exchanging fire with ] 
Albanian border guards | 
for several hours. 

3.30pm: Yugoslav 
Foreign Ministry denies 
allegations chat Serb 
forces entered Albania. 
3.40pm: Blair says 
Britain will send extra 
1 .800 troops to help 
Che humanitarian effort. 
5pm: Nato says that 
Slobodan Milosevic now 
has 23 battalion-size , 

units in Kosovo. 1 


Serb incursion is a sharp taste Extra troops could 
of how war could engulf region spearhead invasion 


THE YUGOSLAV army's incur- 
sion into Albania yesterday of- 
fers an alarming, albeit brief 
taste of how the Kosovo war 
could quickly engulf neigh- 
bouring countries — and bring 
Serb ground forces into the 
direct proximity of an ever- 
increasing number of Nato 
troops. But it was neither sur- 
prising nor. given the way this 
war is developing, especially 
outrageous. 

The deeper fear, that the 
raid could presage a wider 
Serb invasion of Albania, for the 
moment seems unfounded. 
After three weeks of aerial 
pounding the Serb array almost 
certainly has neither the fuel 
nor the supplies for such an ex- 
ercise. TO invade, moreover, 
would bring its tanks and ar- 
tillery out into the open, ex- 
posing it at last to attack by 
frustrated Nato pilots. But 
episodes like that of yesterday 
are almost certain to recur. 

Ever since its armed insur- 
gency first became a factor in 
the crisis some 14 months ago. 


the Kosovo Liberation Army 
(KLA) has eiqpyed bases and 
logistic support across the 
rugged frontier of Northern 
Albania. Even a year ago, Serb 
forces were carrying out ‘hot 
pursuit’ cross-border raids to 
strike at these strongholds and 
disrupt supply lines. 

For their part, the KLA was 
drawing on the rich source of 
light weapons constituted by 
stocks plundered when the 
central Albanian state self- 
destructed amid the chaos fol- 
lowing the colossal financial 
scandal of 1997, which cut the 
country’s wealth in halt 

But these weapons, ideal for 
the high})’ mobfle guerrilla war 
waged by the KLA, were no 
match for the artillery and ar- 
mour of the Yugoslav array. So 
it seems to have proved in the 
five days' fighting culminating 
in yesterday’s operation, which 
saw the brief capture and par- 


Analysis 

By Rupert Cornwell 

Hal burning of a village Half a 
mfle into Albania, and - for the 
first time - the involvement of 
Albanian army units as well as 
border police. In tbe past, the 
Albanian army proper has 
stayed a few miles inland from 
the border, precisely to avoid 
“provocations” which could es- 
calate into a full-scale con- 
frontation with the vastly 
superior Serb forces. This time 
the scale of the incursion, and 
the threat to the country’s ter- 
ritorial integrity plainly left 
them no choice. 

But there is precious little 
that Albania on its own can do 
about it Even before the virtual 
collapse of its state -and with 
it the armed forces - two years 
ago, the country was the poor- 
est in Europe, with a per capi- 
ta GDP of under $4,000 (£2£00). 
Since then a fragile stability has 
been restored under the Prime 
Minister; Pandeli Mafko. But 


tribal factors mean the gov- 
ernment’s writ barely runs to 
the north of the country and 
even if it did, the army’s 
strength is reckoned to be 
20,000 at best, compared with 
the estimated 40.000-strong Yu- 
goslav army and Serb security 
forces in and around Kosovo. If 
Tirana wants military protec- 
tion, it will have to look to Nato 
for it - indeed that is precisely 
what is happening. 

After last weekend’s an- 
nouncement that Albania’s en- 
tire military infrastructure, 
such as it is, is being placed 
under the control of the al- 
liance, the country is in reality 
little more than a Nato protec- 
torate. The official, and for the 
time being genuine, reason is 
only a Western takeover on 
this scale can tackle tbe hu- 
manitarian crisis posed by the 
300,000 or more Kosovo 
refugees on its territory But the 


upshot is that Albania is in a 
state of undeclared war with 
Belgrade. What is more, Pres- 
ident Milosevic knows that any 
Nato ground invasion of Koso- 
vo would now come from Alba- 
nia rather than Macedonia. Ebr 
that reason, analysts reckon, he 
may be seeking to push the 
KLA units back from tbe bor- 
der while he builds up ground 
defences against a Nato at- 
tack. 

But tbe Serf) incursion pores 
a subtler threat Throughout 
tiie Kosovo crisis, Corall tbe ties 
of blood and culture, Albania 
has tried to avoid stoking the 
fires of a “greater Albania,” em- 
bracing all or most of Kosovo 
where Albanians until lately 
constituted 90 per cent of the 
population, and a slice of West- 
ern Macedonia, where ethnic 
Albanians are strongly repre- 
sented The very notion alarms 
all Slav populations of tbe re- 
gion. More fighting could light 
the fuse of a wider, generalised 
conflict between Slavs and Al- 
banians in tbe central Balkans. 


Military presence 


THE EXTRA ^800 British troops 
being sent to Macedonia will 
double the number of frontline 
soldiers on the ground and 
bring the Army’s presence 
there to foil armoured brigade 
strength. This is a potent, self- 
supporting formation that could 
proride tbe perfect spearhead 
to an invasion of Kosovo. But it 
may not be fully in place for a 
month and would require huge 
back-up from other nation’s 
forces before becoming a cred- 
ible threat 

The deployment features a 
squadron of 14 Challenger l 
main battle tanks from the 
Kings Rcyal Hussars, two com- 
panies of armoured infantry 
with 40 Warrior fighting vehicles 
from tiie Irish Guards and the 
Green Howards, six AS -90 
155mm self propelled guns 
from 4 Regiment Royal Ar- 
tillery. with combat Royal En- 
gineers and other support 


BY John Davison 

units. These represent a second 
battle group from 4 Armoured 
Brigade (the “Black Rats") 
based in Osnabruck, Germany. 
They will join the brigade's 
tactical headquarters, which 
is already in Macedonia, and its 
lead battle group, which is cur- 
rently deployed on the frontier 
with Kosovo. 

Support engineers and an 
Irish Guards reconnaissance 
group will leave by ship today 
from E m den in northern Ger- 
many, while the heavy armour 
will embark on Friday. The 
troops will be dispatched to join 
their equipment when it arrives 
at Thessaloniki in Greece about 
10 days later 

Units deploying from Britain 
in dude 20 fight reconnaissance 
vehicles from tbe Household 
Cavalry Regiment, based at 
Windsor and 10 DROPS logis- 
tic support vehicles from Cat- 
fcerickin North Yorkshire. In all 


the new troops wffl bring the 
total deployment in Macedonia 
and Greece to 6^00. 

Once fully assembled, the 
brigade will be able to train 
effective}? together for the first 
time since it was placed oo alert 
in February. The lead battle 
group has been in Macedonia 
since tbe end of the first set of 
Ramboufllet peace talks, and 
the second battle group has 
been on 72 hours’ notice to 
move ever since. 

Defence sources say it wiD be 
20 to 30 days before the new 
troops and their equipment are 
fully operational. Given that 
this is supposed to be the back- 
bone of a peace-keeping or pro- 
tection force, tbe time scale 
gives a strong indication of 
bow long both the Government 
and Nato commanders think 
that the air campaign will have 
to continue before any deal 
can be done. 
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Sir Ang 



ANGUS PATON was one of the most 
able civil engineers of the modem 
era, and largely responsible for lead- 
ing the trend of snorting British 
technical expertise around the world. 

During his 22 years as senior part- 
ner at Sir Alexander Gibb & Part- 
ners, the distinguished British 
consulting firm founded fcy his unde, 
he transformed the business from a 
largely home-based firm with 400 
Staff to gn internat io nal nr fflnisati nn 
with over 1,500 engineers working in 
63 different counties. 

The pinnacle of Pa ton’s global 
construction career was the con- 
struction of the vast Kariba dam and 
hydroelectric power station on the 
River Zambesi in' southern Africa. 
Described by Paton as the “highlight 
of my professional career”, the dif- 
ficult Kariba project was completed 
in i960, on time and within its £75m 
budget and he was appointed CMG. 

It was this project and the repu- 
tation Paton and his team gained 
during its execution that led to the 
firm's involvement in many of the 
biggest dam construction projects 
around the world over the next two 
decades. These included schemes in 
the Sudan, Argentina, South Africa 
and two large dams, the Mangla and 

Tarbela, in Pakistan. 

Bom in the Channel Island of Jer- 
sey in 1905, Paton spent the first two 

years of his school life, until the age 
of seven and a half, in France. He 
thpn tr ansfer red to the mainlan d to 
complete his education at Chelten- 
ham College. It was at Cheltenham 

that hfo l^vy* for mathcimati rs and m- 

ginee ring was developed The com- 
bination of a excellent mathematics 
teacher a good memory and being 
“not much good at games” meant 
that he excelled at school and at 17 
won a scholarship to University 
College London. He graduated with 
a first class BSc honours degree in 
tivD engineering three years later 

Civil engineering was in his blood, 
through his unde Sir Alexander 
Gibb. Paton spent the first three 
years of his career from 1925, under 
Gibb's pupillage at his firm of con- 
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The Kariba dam 
was completed in 
1960 . Paton 
described it as 
the highlight of 
his career 


suiting engineers. He went on to 
work on a variety of projects on site 
in the UK and abroad, notably mar- 
itime ones in Burma and Canada. 

In 1934, two years after his mar- 
riage, Paton took on his biggest task 
thus for acting as Resident Engineer 
in charge of the construction of the 
new Guinness brewery m Park RqyaL 
northwest London. This £2m project 
induded seven large steel-framed 
buildings, a power station, storage 
silo, roads and railway sidings. Beer 
still flows firon these premises today 
The success of his work on the 
Guinness plant led to Baton's be- 
coming a partner of the firm in 1938. 

In the office Paton was renowned 
for his problem-solving ability. His 
colleagues were aware - and often 
in awe of the fact - that he was ca- 
pable of doing “any job, quicker 
and better than anyone else". His 


depth of knowledge across disci- 
plines allowed him to become in- 
volved with all aspects of contracts 
from design and construction to fi- 
nandal and legal. His vast knowl- 
edge. combined with a direct 
manner and piercing gaze, could put 
those around him from office junior 
to senior clients on their guard. 

As a partner he took charge of 
many large UK-based industrial 
and trading estate developments in 
Wales, West Cumberland and Lon- 
don. At the outbreak of the Second 
World War he became a central fig- 
ure in the British engineering war 
effort designing and constructing 
ordnance factories, underground 
aircraft assembly plants and a new 
turbine factory for British Thornson- 
Houston Co. 

During the wan Sir Alexander 
Gibb & Partners secured a huge 
number of government contracts, 
causing their work force to leap by 
over 2.000 in a couple of weeks in 
September 1939. Paton was a key 
member of the team and liis work in- 
cluded supervising construction of 
some of the massive concrete sec- 
tions of the Mulberry’ Harbour 
scheme in the London Docks. 

After the war Paton continued to 
work for the company, now with Sir 
Alexander Gibb's son Alastair at the 
helm. He spent the next 10 years de- 
veloping the business overseas and 
upon Alastair Gibb's sudden death 
in a polo accident, took over as 
senior partner in 1955. 

The appointment coincided with 
Paton taking charge of the Kariba 
dam and hydroelectric power 
scheme on the Zambia-Zimbabwe 
border. This difficult project would 
see the construction of a 420ft-high 
double curvature arch dam - the 
biggest ever constructed - and a 
600MW underground power station 
in a remote location 175 miles 
downstream from the Victoria Falls. 

Working in partnership with the 
French dam-design expert Andre 
Coyne, Paton led the overall design 
of tiie project and the supervision of 
construction worthy the Italian main 



IAN HARRIS conunanded the 2nd 
Battalion, the Royal Ufcter Rifles 
®UR) on D-Day 1944 and led them 
with considerable courage through 
some of the fiercest fighting is the 
months that Mowed. He had trained 
his men particularly weU,- knitting 
them into a dose fraternity and in- 
spiring in them an admiration and 
respectforhimandfaithinhislead- 


Tbe Kariba project on the River Zambesi. Dam-construction commissions world-wide followed 


contractor ImpresiL Despite suf- 
fering some of the worst flooding on 
record halfway through the job it was 
completed on time and to budget 

The prcjed acted as a springboard 
for Sir Alexander Gibb & Partners to 
win some of the biggest civil engi- 
neering contracts around the world 
Paton continued to encourage the 
firm's expansion overseas and as the 
flow of work continued the size of the 
business grew. One of the biggest of 
these projects was to advise the 
World Bank during the construction 
of the massive and highly complex 
Tarbela dam in Pakistan. 

In addition to his engineering re- 
sponsibilities, Paton took an active 
interest in the profession as a whole 
- perhaps more so following the un- 
timely death of his wife in 1964. He 
was elected a Fellow of the Royal So- 
ciety in 1969 and was President of the 


Institution of Civil Engineers in 
1970-7 1. He continually pressed en- 
gineers around Him to open their 
minds to other disciplines. 

He published many learned pa- 
pers on a variety of civil engineer- 
ing issues andabook entitled Power 
from Water (1960), and he put much 
effort into pressing the industry 
and its clients to spend more money 
on valuable research and develop- 
ment; he was also central to the for- 
mation of the government-backed 
Construction Industry Research 
and Information Association. 

In 1973 he was knighted for ser- 
vices to the construction profession 
and in 1976 was a founding Fellow 
of the Fellowship of Engineering - 
later renamed the Royal Academy 
of En g inee ring^ In 1977 and 1978 he 
was one of tBOIfc practising engi- 
neers to be appwnted vice-president 


of the Royal Society. He retired from 
Sir Alexander Gibb & Partners in 
1977, though re m ai nin g a consul t a nt 
His last two decades were spent 
in Jersey but he remained, until re- 
cently, in close contact with the pro- 
fession and his former colleagues, 
retaining the sharp analytical mind 
and dear process of thought for 
which he was known throughout a 
distinguished careen 

Antony Oliver 


Thomas Angus LyaU Paton, civil 
engineer: born GmuviUe, Jersey 10 
May 1905; partner, Sir Alexander 
. Gibb & Partners 1938-55, senior 
partner 1955-77, senior consultant 
2977-84 ; CMG 19605 FRS 1969; Kt 
19 73; married 1932 Joan Delmd- 
Murray (died 1964 ; two sons, two 
daughters); died St Helier, Jersey 
7 April 1999. 


Professor Peter Self 


PETER SELF had four careers -as 
journalist, as university teacher of 
p lanning , as pla nning policy-maker 
and finally in Australia, as teacher 
and government adviser- though he 
had tiie intellect and tenacity to have 
pursued many more. 

It is no criticism, indeed it is a 
compliment, to say that he had an 
old-fashioned British academic 
style. He was a traditional liberal; he 
instinctively distrusted grand theo- 
ry, preferring to trust common 
sense. That caused him to question 
both the planning orthodoxies of 
the 1960s and the anti-planning 
ideologies of the Z980s. 

He loved argument, whether with 
a cabinet minister or a student, but 
conducted it always in the style of lib- 
eral discourse that came naturally 
to him. Slowly quietly in his very per- 
sonal questioning tone, he would ad- 
vance a proposition, expecting to be 
challenged or qualified, restating and 
refining his own position. 

Bora in London in 1919. intoa com- 
fortable middle-class family, he had 
a conventional education at Lancing 
College and then BaUiol College. 
Oxford, where he read Philosophy, 
Politics and Economics. 

Graduating after Dunkirk, he 
characteristically and courageous- 
ly became a conscientious objector. 



Sel£ common sense 


In 1944 he began his first career, as 
a journalist and member of the ed- 
itorial team at The Economist. 
where he continued until 1962. But 
that year, 1944 - a time of huge ex- 
citement about post-war recon- 
struction, with the publication of the 
two great Abercrombie plans for 
London - he also began extramur- 
al teaching for London University. 

In 1948 Professor WQliam Robson, 
whose 1939 book The Government 
andMisgooernrnentqf London had 
provided the blueprint for the 
Greater London Council, brought 


him to the LSE. and his second 
career began. 

This was the time of the post-war 
new towns and the 1947 Planning 
Act Returning to power in 1951, the 
Conservatives set the private 
builders free but sought to contain 
the growth of the cities, and showed 
little enthusiasm for new towns. 
The birth-rate unexpectedly rose 
from 1955, just as slum clearance 
began again in earnest; something 
had to give. Self's first book. Cities 
in Flood, published in 1957. had 
huge journalistic verve and instantly 
established his reputation as the 
country's leading academic expert 
on planning questions - albeit op- 
erating outside the then Town Plan- 
ning Institute (which, however; later 
gave him honorary membership). 

He became involved in the 7b wo 
and Country Planning Association in 
1954, on the prompting of the formi- 
dable Frederic Osborn, who doubtless 
picked him as worthy successor As 
with most things “FJO” planned, so 
it happened: Self became vice- 
chairman of the executive the next 
year, and followed the 77-year-old Os- 
bom into the chairmanship in 1961. 
He did not equal Osborn's record of 
17 years in the chair but he did man- 
age eight crucial years: the resump- 
tion of the new towns programme by 


a reluctant Conservative adminis- 
tration, the return of Labour in 1964, 
and the first great experiment in 
regional planning in the UK 
The TCPA commanded immense 
respect because of its constant ad- 
vocacy of planned urban dispersal, 
and chairmanship involved regular 
advocacy before ministers, accom- 
panied by successive directors: first 
Wyndham Thomas, who left to man- 
age Peterborough New Town, and 
then, from 1967, David HalL This po- 
litical rough-and-tumble did not 
come naturally, but Self entered 
into the spirit of it, and his power- 
ful intellectual gifts proved fully a 
match for the Socratic style of 
Richard Crossman, then Minister for 
Housing and Local Government 
Thus established in his third ca- 
reen in the 1960s he progressed in 
his second: elevated to Reader < 1961 » 
and Professor <1963* at the LSE, in 
1966 he helped launch one of the so- 
called new planning courses, the 
MSc in Regional and Urban Plan- 
ning Studies, which continues today. 
An obvious choice to join the South 
East Regional Economic Planning 
Council in 1966. he achieved the dis- 
tinction of sitting on it continuous- 
ly until Michael Heseltine dissolved 
it in 1979. He prepared and gave ev- 
idence to the Roskill Commission on 


the Third London Airport and this 
led him to write a devastating attack 
on the use of cost-benefit analysis in 
planning, Econocrats and the Policy 
Process (1976) - a turning-point in 
British planning theory and practice. 

He took early retirement in 1982, 
aged 63, and - after a few doubts and 
hesitations- embarked on his fourth 
career as an academic in Australia, 
as Senior Research Fellow (1982-84) 
and then Visiting Ffellow (until his 
death) at the Australian National Uni- 
versity in Canberra. Here he joined 
leading Australian academics like 
Max Neutze and Patrick Ttoy to 
make up one of the outstanding urban 
research units in the world, where 
he played a hugely stimulating role. 

The move gave him a new lease 
of academic productivity, with three 
major books. Planning die Urban 
Region i 1982), Political Theories of 
Modem Government <1985) and 
Government by the Market? (1993). 
He finished his last book. Rolling 
Back the Market economic dogma 
and political choice, onty five weeks 
before his death, from liver cancer; 
it will be published by Macmillan 
in November. 

Soon after his arrival, the Hawke 
government asked him to chair a 
major inquiry into Australian local 
government finance (1984-85). Self 


showed amazing ability not only to 
grasp the technical complexities 
but also the impacts on the ordinary 
person inthe Sydney suburb, and his 
report was widely commended. 

Selfs old-fashioned British aca- 
demic style, which he shared with 
many of Ms peers, was one of the 
finest achievements of the educa- 
tional system that reared him and 
that he served with such distinction. 
As grand and often nonsensical the- 
ory has overcome much of acade- 
mia, we have lost much of such style, 
and with the death of Peter Self we 
realise how much we have lost 


Peter Hall 


Peter John Otter Sef£ journalist, 
townplannercmdpoilUicalsc ientisb 
bom London 7 June 1919; Lecturer 
in Public Adrninistratum, London 
School qfEconomics 1948-61, Read- 
er m Political Science 1961-63; Pro- 
fessor of Public Administration, 
London University 1963-82 (Emer- 
itus); Senior Research Fellow, Aus- 
tralian National University 
1982-84, Visiting Fellow 1984-99; 
married 1950 Diana Pitt (marriage 
dissolved), 1 959 Elaine Adams (nee 
Rosenbloom; two sons; marriage 
dissolved), 1981 Sandra Gough 
( n6e Moiseiwttsch, died 1 996),- died 
Canberra 29 March 1999. 


dom fettered in his battalion and as 
one of his officers who fought along- 
side him was to recall, “we took our 

victories and our wounds as if they 
were everyday occurrences*’. 

“Tbrnmy" Harris led a skilful at- 
teck on Cambes and his battalion led 

the Allied Armies’ thrust into Caen 
on 9 July 1944 where after a tough 
fight they Mter celebrated with the 
O w adians and the liberated popu- 
lation. For the next six months the 
battalion was seldom out of action, 
with a difficult assault crossing of the 
Meuse-Escaut Canal and further 
winter battles in Holland, in partic- 
ular at Wanssum where casualties 
■were high. 

Harris was one of six broth eraand 
three sisters, and spent his earty life 
on liis father’s stud farm in Co Tip- 
perary. Educated at Portora Royal 
School in Fiwnigkillftri, he was com- 
missioned into the Royal Ulster Ri- 
fles in 1930. He joined the First 
Bjttfc iinn in Belfast and it was dur- 
ing a boxing matdi there that a spec- 
tator called out “Come on. Tommy" 
to encourage him. The name stuck. 

Before the outbreak of the Second 
World War he enjoyed the life of a 
young subaltern with postings in the 
Sudan. Palestine, Egypt and Hong . 
Kiong, where he became Adjutant, 
while from 1937 to 1939 he was on the 
North West Frontier. He was a nat- 
ural horseman and excelled at polo. 

He returned to the UK when war 
broke out and held a series of staff 
appointments before being given 

command of the 2nd Battalion which 

he left in the battlefields of Holland 
at the end of December 1944. 

From the bleak Dutch winter he 
was flown to India to become GSOl 
of 25 Indian Division in its tortuous 
advance down the Arakan coast in 
Burma. He was then sent to 7 Indi- 
an Division in its re-occupation of 
Mafeya and remained in India to see 
throxigh its independence. On his re- 
turn to the UK he attend Junior Ser- 
vice Staff College before becoming 
AQMGSoottish Command until 195L 

In May that year he returned to 
his native Ulster to take command 
of 6 RUR (TA) before becoming 
Chief of Staff HQ Northern Ireland 
Three years later he returned to the 
Malayan jungle to co mman d the 1st 
Federal Infantry Brigade in search- 
ing out and destroying Communist 
terrorists. Through constant and 
intensive patrolling, gradually the 
terrorists were denied success. 

On his return to the UK he was 
appointed Deputy Director of Staff 
Duties in the War Office, where he 
was responsible for executive de- 
ployment of the Army throughout the 
worid In 1960 he was made GOC Sin- 
gapore and District and in 1963 he 
became Chief of Staff Contingencies 
Planning at Shape in Paris where he 
was in charge of Nato plans for 
dealing with the Russian threat to oc- 
cupy West Berlin. Aware of his im- 
pending retirement, with his wife he 
bought some land in the South of 
France. His last military ap pmnfment 
was one he delighted in, for he be- 
came GOC Northern Ireland Sadly 
by the time ofhis retirement from the 
Army in 1969, an ever-darkening 


Colin Manley 


“COLIN MANLEY was briUSant/'Paul 
McCartney said during an interview 
on BBC Radio Merseyside in 1988. 
“He was the finest guitarist around 
Liverpool in the early 1960s and he 
could do all that Chet Atkins stuff 
with two fingers. A lot of the lads 
fried to play like that, but only Colin 
could do it realty well.” 

McCartney knew Manley from 
their schooldays together at Liver- 
pool Institute. While Paul and 
George Harrison became Beaties* 
Colin Manley and his schoolfriend, 
Don Andrew, formed the Remo Fbur 
Manley later recalled: “Paul left 
school in 1959 and would not consider 
any otherjob but playing music. Don 
and I went after jobs right away 
and it was onty after a couple of 
years that we decided to pack it in. 
Paul didn't think like that at all - he 
wanted to play and that was it” 
With the vocalist and guitarist 
Keith Stokes and the drummer 
Harry Piytherch, the Remos played 
around dance-halls and clubs on 
Merseyside. They are particularly re- 


membered for their instrumentals 
and their green suits with shocking 
pink linings. Many Cave dwellers 
recall the Remo Four outclassing the 
Shadows one night in 1961 at the 
Cavern. “I can’t dispute that" says 
Hank Marvin, “we had a bad night 
The Remo Four were excellent and 
a far better proposition than us.” 

Manley was always eaqjerimenting 
with his sound. In 1959 he ordered a 
Bigsby tremolo aim from America 
which he attached to his Hofrier 
Committee guitar in order to emulate 
Duane Eddy’s twangy guitar A year 
later he was entranced by the wah- 
wah effects on Chet Atkins's “Boo Boo 
Stick BeaT and ordered a DeArmond 
foot-pedaL With these accoutrements 
he could emulate an orchestra 
playing “The James Bond Theme”. 

In 1962 the Remo Four went fully 
professional for a tour of US airbases 
in France. The line-up changed to 
Manley, Andrew, Phil Rogers and 
Roy Dyke with two vocalists, John- 
ny San don (who left the Searchers 
to join than) and Ellen Bee, who got 


engaged to six servicemen during 
the group's six months away. 

By the time they returned to the 
UK. the Beatles were becoming 
known nationally and the Remo 
Four quickly secured a contract 
with Pye Records. Manley played his 
new Ffender Jaguar on “Lies” (1963). 
which he also wrote. He used the 
wah-wah footpedal on the B-side. 
”0n the Horizon" - the first British 
record with this effect; it was fol- 
lowed by the Beatles' *T Need You". 

The Remo Four were signed to 
Brian Epstein’s NEMS organisa- 
tion. working as backing musicians 
for Cilia Black and others. With 
Tommy Quickly they made the Top 
Thirty with “The Wild Side of Life” 
in 1964. Manley said of this period. 


We used to go on with Tommy fora short 
spot just before the BeaUes. We couldn't 
hiear the music we were playing because 
the fans were in such a frenzy. They 
made almost the same noise for Ibmmv 
as they did for the Beatles. I could have 
played in a different key to everybody 
else and nobody would bare noticed. 
John Lennon let me use his 12-string 


Ricfcenbacker for the introduction to 
"The Wild Side of Life". When we fin- 
ished our spot, we'd come off and Td give 
it back to him. I could tell by the look on 
his face that it was all too much for him. 
It was like being in the bird house of a 
zoo, greatly amplified. 

Also in 1964. the Remo fbur re- 
leased a blistering version of “Peter 
Gunn". Duane Eddy commented, 
■’It's absolutely wild and I loved it 
It takes guts to play it without a saxT 
Don Andrew left the Remo Four in 
1965. and then the group were oblig- 
ed to leave on tour. Manley recalled, 

NEMS was well-organised .by show- 
business standards. We had itineraries 
and wage packets and hotels were 
booked for us. After a couple of years, 
NEMS told us that we owed them some 
enormous sum of money - and we also 
owed back taxes. The onty answer was 
to go to Germany to work it off. 

Manley. Rogers and Dyke were 
joined by a keyboard playei; Tbny 
Ashton. They were very successful 
and experimented with extended 
jazz pieces at the Star-Club. Their 
jazz-rock album, Smile (1966), was 
ahead of its time and it was in Ger- 


many that Manley discovered what 
could be described as “rock V dole": 
“The Arbdtsami was a government 
service which would arrange gigs for 
us. There was no middleman awl tax 
was deducted at source. It was ter- 
rific’’ They returned to the UK in 1967 
and were produced by George Har- 
rison for the sound trade of the film 
WbnderwaR fl969).In 1998 a fine, un- 
released track from the sessions, “In 
the FiistPlare", was found and issued 
The Remo Fbur broke up with the 
advent of a splinter group, Ashton, 
Gardner and Dyke, who had a Tbp 
Ten hit with “The Resurrection 
Shuffle" (1973). Manley found work 
as a Dakota for Billy J. Kramer and 
a Blue Flame for Georgia Fame and 
spent some years with Clodagh 
Rodgers and then Freddie Start 
For the past Iff years, he was a 
member of another 1960s Liverpool 
band, the Swinging Blue Jeans, who 
showcased his guitar wizardry. In 
1992, he played a sensational version 
of “Sleepwalk'’ at a Remo Fbur re- 
union in Liverpool. In recent years, 



As Regimental Colonel of the 
RUR he became deeply involved with 
the a malgam ation of the three reg- 
iments that went to form the Royal 
Irish Rangers, steering it through 
with a combination of steely tenaci- 
ty and charm, and becoming Regi- 
mental Colonel from 1968 to 1972. 

On his retirement he became 
Chairman of the British Support 
Committee for the Memorial Muse- 
um at Caen, as well as being made , 
an honorary citizen. He returned to 
his family partnership apd manage- 
ment of the Baltykisteen Stud. He 
became Chairman (1977-79) and 
President (1984-88) of the Irish 
Bloodstock Breeders’ Association 

Tommy Harris never forgot those: 
who served with him, and along 
with his wife, who had great flair 
and organisational at fond- 
Rising, rontinuedtowQikforthewd- 
fore of his former troops. He was a 

man of great humour and had a vast 

re servoir of kindness and warmth. 


Manley: wizardry Redjerr^s 


Maxakibub 


weight The Blue Jeans’ lead singer 
Ray Ennis, commented, “He’s leav- 
ing us inch ^ inch." Although very 

ul from cancer; he was able to see hLs 

daughter; Julia, performing recent- 
ty (d the musical Smokey Joe’s Cctfe. 

Spencer Leigh 


***£*& <”fotorrty*l Harris, soldier 
an do loodstock breeder: bom Gold- . 

Co Tipperary 7 July 3910, $ DSO ' 
l 94 5 Chitf of Staff, Northern Ire- • 
fond *952-54; Commander 1 Feder- 


C^ Wffliam Manley, guitarist, 
born Liverpool 16 April 1942: mar- 


^^tnreciorqfStcffmties,war 

Ufflce 2957-60; CBE 1958, KBE 1967; . 
GOC Singapore 1960-62; CB 1962; / 
« • St^ContmgenciesPte* 1 ' 
Jgg Shape 1963-6&; GOC-w-C, fte* * 
Nl Command 190459; married ,• 
i W5 Anne-Mtaie Desmotreux (one 
nnd one son deceased ); died . » 
Dublin 12 March 2999. 
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FOR LEC1L TYavis Martin, a.ka. Box 
car Willie, Saturday 14 April 1979 
was a defining moment in his career. 
Handed a bare 15-minute slot at the 
lith International Festival of Country 
Music at Wembley that Easter, the 47- 
year-old Texan brought the house 
down, propelling himself instantly 
toward a kind of supersiardom. 

British country Cans were at the 
time amongst the most conservative 
anywhere, favouring a traditionalism 
rooted in the Forties and Fifties which 
seemed perfectly in tune with his style. 
His heroes - Jimmie Rodgers, Hank 
Williams. RoyAcuffand Lefty Frizzell 
- were their heroes; his crowd-pleasing 
original numbers like “I Love the Sound 
of a Whistle" and the recitation “Papa's 
Old Pocket Watch" were firmly rooted 
in the past; and his hobo persona too 
evoked that earlier age. As a result he 
became perhaps the most popular 
country act on this side of the Atlantic, 
a welcome buffer against the often 
soupy MOR excesses then prevalent in 
much of the music. 

Boxcar Willie's stage name came 
courtesy of a hobo he had once seen on 
a passing train; the man reminded him 
of his friend and fellow performer Willie 
Nelson. Boxcar Willie's stage attire 
the overalls, jacket and battered hat 
gave his live appearances an apt and 
memorable visual aspect whilst his im- 
itative train whistle itself became much 
land often badly) imitated The proud 
owner of his own train museum, he later 
became World Ambassador for the 
Hobo Foundation. 

TValns were in Lecfl Martin's blood: 
his fiddle-playing father worked the 
railroads and the family lived in a wood- 
en shack just feet from the tracks. 
Years later, he would remember those 
times in songs like “The Old Iron Trail”. 
He was exposed to the music of many 
of the major country acts of that era 
and found himself particularly drawn to 
the discs of the man known as “The 
Singing Brakeman", Jimmie Rodgers. 
In 1942, aged only 10 years old, Martin 
made his radio ddbut. 

Performing as Marty Martin, he 
played the local bars and honin’ tonks, 
sharing gigs with the great Lofty 
Frizzell and even appearing on Dallas's 
answer to the Grand Ole Opry , the Big 
D Jamboree. But his success in the 
music business proved erratic and he 
also worked as a refrigerator salesman, 
a bowling alley attendant and fra* many 
years as a pilot with the US air force. 
Few of his British fans realised that his 
jfcarst visit to this country had been as 
-an airman back in the Fifties when he 
flew B-36s at Upper Hayford and 
Burtonwood airbases. 



Boxcar Willie's crowd-pleasing numbers and hobo persona evoked an earlier age 


Da rid Redfern 


By i960 he was again performing 
professionally, even appearing on his 
own daily television show in Lincoln. 
Nebraska but it would be another 15 
years before his transformation into 
Boxcar Willie; a personal and angry re- 
sponse lo the influx into country music 
of middle-of-the-road acts like John 
Denver and Olivia Newton- Jotin. 

In 1977, whilst working at George 
Jones's Possum Hollow Club in 
Nashville, be was spotted by a Scottish 
promoter. Drew Taylor, who booked 
him Tor the first of four tours over the 
next 18 months. It was on the strength 
of these that he was invited to perform 
at Wembley in 1979. 

Following his “sudden" rise to su- 
perstardom. Boxcar Willie became a 
regular visitor to these shores and 
began to receive greater attention back 
home. His 1981 album King of the Road 
sold two million copies and “Ramblin' 
in My Shoes", a duet with Hank Williams 
Jnr from Williams's album The Pressure 


is On, made his name with the redneck 
crowd. He was among the nominees for 
the Country Music Association's Hori- 
zon Award that year and more impor- 
tantly was invited to join the cast of 
Nashville's Grand Ole Opry. thus ful- 
filling a lifelong dream. On its stage he 
performed alongside several or his 
idols, notably the Opnj stalwart Roy 
Acuff, and continued to appear there 
until quite recently. In 1985 he enjoyed 
an effective cameo as a jailbird hobo in 
the Patsy Cline biopie Su-eet Dreams. 

A series of best-selling albums, 
among them Last Train 7b Heaven 
( 1982», for which he received a gold disc, 
continued to prove that there was a de- 
mand for traditional no-frills country 
music, but paradoxically it was the 
emergence of new traditionalists like 
Randy Thavis and the Sweethearts of the 
Rodeo in the mid Eighties which was to 
see his music marginalised. They too 
looked back, but in a progressive way. 
managing to avoid the element of pas- 
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births, 

marriages 

&l DEATHS 

Deaths 

BISHOP: Sr George Sidney CB 
OBE, much loved and loving 
husband and companion of Una, 
dear father of Prudence and 

Philip. Alis bdr and Rowena.^died 
peacefully on 9 April following a 
severe stroke. Cremation at 
3 JMbin, Friday 16 April, at the 
ChiUeros Crematorium, Amer- 
sham, and later; on a date to be 
announced, a rccoption in his 
memory at the Royal Geographi- 
cal Society. Family flowers only, 
but a fund in his name to 
entourage travel and explo- 
ration by young people will be 
established for those wishing to 
make a donation. An address for 
contributions will be published 
shortly. 

TUOHS- On 11 April 1999, Frank. 
Tuohy; writer, of a heart attack m 
Sheoton Mallet Hospital. Funer- 
al at St Mary the Virgin, Yariing- 
ton, on Monday 19 April at 
12.45pm. Family flowers only 
donations if desired for The 
Royal Literary FUnd, c/o Harold 
F. Miles. FD., South Cadbury, 
BA22 7ES. 101963) 440367. 
Memorial gathering in London 
to be announced later: 
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IN THE old Soviet Umon, if the 
stories are true, there used to 
be an unknown and potent- 
ially lethal chess player under 
practically every stone. 

The recent fourth stage of 
the Russian Cup (annual 
Grand Pros circuit) in Nov- 
gorod showed that Russian - 
and Kazakh - stones, too, are 
magical, as a horde of lesser- 
known players swarmed ahead 
of the big names. The 1 0-round 
Swiss, held 19-27 March, com- 
prised no fewer than 27 grand- 
masters and 19 international 
masters in the field of 76. 

A splendidly consistent six 
wins and four draws gave Rivel 
Kotsur from Kazakhstan - 
rated just 2£ll - dear first 
place on 8/10. He was followed 
by MihaflKbbalija and Alexan- 
der Voizhin, who were also 
both unbeaten on 7.5, and 
Sergei Volkov on 7. 

None of the five 2,600-plus 
players was in the top four 
tho ugh Vladimir Akopian from 
Armenia (rated 2,640), and 
Andrei Khardov (2,600), were 
in the group of nine on 6.5,' and 
Alexei Dreev (2639) headed 
the 10 who scored 6; while 


Forthcoming 

Marriages 

DrNJE. Brook 
and Dr MJL Annan 
The engagement is announced 
between Nicholas, son of Mr 
and Mrs Peter Brook, of Dork- 
ing. Surrey; and Mary, daughter 
on Mr and Mrs Robin Annan, of 
Scalby, North Yorkshire. 


Birthdays 

Sir Patrick Brown, former Per- 
manent Secretary Department 
of Transport, 59; Mr Roy 
Cameron, former Chief Consta- 
ble, Dumfries and Galloway. 52; 
Mr Ian Cawsey MP, 39; Miss 
Julie Christie, actress, 59; 
Vice-Admiral Sir Geoffrey 
Dalton, former Deputy 
Supreme Allied Commander, 
Atlantic, 68; Sir John Gielgud, 
actor, 95; Mr Gerry Gi liman, 
former trade union leader. 72; 
Lord Hastings, farmer and for- 
mer government minister, 87; 
Hie Most Rev Dr David Hope. 
Archbishop of Ybrk, 59; Mr 
Julian Lloyd Webber, cellist, 
48; Miss Loretta Lynn, country 
singer, 64; Mr Michael Macla- 
gan, former Richmond Herald 
of Arms, 85; Colonel Sir 
Robert Macrae, former Lord- 


CHESS 

Jon Speelman 

Ildar Ibragimov (2,602) made 
5.5 and poor Alexander Nena- 
shev (Uzbekistan, 2.616) just 5. 

To beat a player rated well 
over 100 points more than you 
as Black, you usually need the 
run of play; this the tournament 
winner certainly got in this 
penultimate round encounter. 

4 ...NgS’-? - rather than 4 
...Nd7 - is provocative. Dreev 
got a powerful position with a 
strong queens ide majority and, 
after .. .S, pressure against e6. 
The exchange sacrifice 20 
Rxd7!? was quite consequent 
though then the immediate 21 
Rdl+ was much simpler. 

Unfortunately for White, if 
22 Rdl+ Kc8 23 Bxe6+? Rxe6 
24 Nxe6 Re8 wins material. 
Kotsur defended with 22 
...Bxc3 and 23 ...Rb6! but 
White still had enough for the 
exchange which he could have 
regained with 32 bxa6!?bxa6 33 
Ba4l though e5 34 Bxd7 Kxd7 
isn't too dear. But onJy with 35 
Ral? (fid Dreev get into trouble 
-35 Nc5 Nb7 36 Nxa6+ Kc8 37 
Nb4 Rxaa 38 Nxc6 looks fine. 
After 36 „-N8b7! 37 NxaG+ 
KiC White couldn't defend the 
a pawn; his position imploded. 


Gazette 


Lieutenant of Orkney. 84; The 
Right Rev Michael Marshall, 
Priest in Charge. Holy Trinity. 
Sloane Street, 63; Baroness 
Mash am of Ilton, 64; The 
Right Rev John Oliver. Bishop 
of Hereford, 64; Mr Patrick 
Ramsay, former Controller. 
BBC Scotland, 73; The Right 
Rev Leslie Rees, Assistant 
Bishop, Winchester, 80: Profes- 
sor John Roberts, historian 
and former Warden. Merton 
College. Oxford, 71: The Vcn 
Raymond Roberts, former 
Chaplain of the Fleet. C8: Mr 
David Skipper, education con- 
sultant, 68; Mr Rod Steiger, 
actor, 74; Dr Howard Stoatc 
MP. 45: Baroness Symons of 
Vembacn Dean, Parliamentary 

Undersecretary. Foreign and 
Commonwealth Office. 48; Sir 
Peter Thompson, Life Presi 
dent, NFC pit 71; Mr George 
Walker, former chairman and 
chief executive, Brent Walker. 
70; Baroness Warnock, former 
Mistress of Girton College. 
Cambridge, 75. 


ANNIVERSARIES 

Births: Christiaan Huygens, 
astronomer, physicist and math- 
ematician, 1629; Arnold Joseph 
Ibynbee. historian, 1889; 
Francois Duvalier, Haitian dic- 
tator rPapa Doc"). 1907. 


White: Alexei Dreev 
Black: Pavel Kotsur 
Eire Defence 


Deaths: George Frederick Han- 
del composer, violinist and 
organic L 1759; Ernest Bevin. 
statesman and trade union 
leader, 1951: Sinn me de Beau- 
voir. writer and feminist. 1 986. 
On this day: Abraham Lincoln. 
I6lh US President, was shot by 
the assassin John Wilkes Booth. 
1865: the first quintuplets in 
Scotland were bom lo Mrs 
Linda Bostock. of Armadale. 
West Lothian. 1972. Today is tile 
Feast Day of Saints Antony. 

John and Eustace. SL Ardalion. 
St Benezel. SI Bernard of Tiron 
or Abbeville. St Caradoc. St 
John of Vilna. Si Lambert of 
Lyons. SainLs Tiburtius. 

Valerius and Maximus and the 
Martyrs of Lithuania. It is alxti 
the first day of the Sikh New 
Year. 


LECTLIRES 

National Gallery: Alfons 
Lieven Dierick. “Van der Wey- 
den <iii: focused on van der 
Weyden". Ipni. 

Victoria and ^Xlbert Museum: 
Sibylle Luig, “Cassunc and 
Birth Travs", 2pm. 

Royal Society of Arts. lamdon 
WC2: Professor AUisUiii' 
MichclL “Only One Medici n*-. 
areas of convergence and tun- 
trast between animal and 
human medicine - . Cpm. 


Royal 

Engagements 


The Quet-n and Thi- Oulu- of Edin- 
buruh iis' •• a reivauen jI Windsor L'je 
fur nu-mU-T, ».r Ui..- Vietoro Cn>*& 
jnd denr^e Cm« A-ijviaUoa. The 
Puke nf KUinburch I'auun. alien ds a 
dinner r.»r Vulunun Service* Overseas 
ai frugnii'n- H<nbu. Windsor. Th«- 
Princess Rusal aJl* SI .\nn'i> H.jspieu. 
LiiUi- Hull. m. Manchester, as PimidnE 
<it ih..- rair-iLs. Cnme L'onos-m. vuils 
l he Rum-- jC Mentunn^ Plus Project. 
Ok-vUluii Manchi.-slcr. and Jltcnds a 
-•flurur jl Monchf-.slcr I : nivnin \s 
Ki-l>s-i,,rs Hull dine jn.1 i i-iLs M. inches. 
|. r Itijjh School for i.'irtv during Uieir 
l -Til I j .inrmor.on \cor 'the Dukr of 
Ki-nu PJiron. StrriKi- .-Cs .isioliufi. attends 
Uv- .i-Moabon'i Ccnti ;u.-i V<-ar Inter 
ruiti>>nal ScH.-nlific Coni.-r. no- jl the 
lim.il (..Jhiie of niKums l.nndnn 


CHANCING OK Till Ut \KI » 

Tlw ltiiu.-ehold Cjvalrs- Mounted Hew 
meiil mounts l he Queen Ijf*- tlu.inj .11 
ilnrs,- liunk I lam. F i.VmMiiv Seels 
■ ■icini-. mounts the Qu-.-vn's liuurii jl 
l(iK'kin)!huni Palate. 11 juain li.ind 
l.n.-.nied b\- the UV-Lh ■tiunl-. 


For Gazette BIRTHS. 
MARRIAGES & DE.VTHS 
< Births, Adoptions. Marriages. 
Deaths. Memorial services. 
Wedding anniversaries. In 
nieinoriami, telephone 0171- 
2!i.l 2012 or fax to 0171-293 
2010: notices are charged at 
CK. 50 a line iVAT ext rat. 


BRSDGE 

a 1 \n.’ Miron 


1 d4d6 

2 e4 NIB 

3 £3 da 
4c5N^!? 

5 c4 dxc4 
6Bxc4e6 

7Ne2Ne7 

8 Be3 C5 

9 dxc5Qxdl+ 

10 Kxdl Nd7 

11 Bb5 Nc5 

12 Nbc3 NdxeS 

13 Kc2 Bd7 

14 Rhdl Rc8 
!5a3Be7 
16b45 

17 Kb3 Bf6 

18 Nf4 h5 

19 Rd6 NR 
20Rxd7!?Kxd7 

21 Bc4?! RceS 

22 Bf2 Bxc3! 

23 Kxc3 Rh6! 

24 h4 Nfd8 

25 Rdl+ Kc8 
26b5Ne5 

27 Bb3 NeR 
28BC2Re7 

29 a4 Rd7 

30 Rel Kc7 


31 a5a6 

32 C6 bxc6 

33 b6+ Kb8 

34 Nd3 Rd5! 

35 Ral Nd6 

36 N«S N8b71 

37 Nxa6+ Kc8 

38 Bg3e5 

39 Nb4 Rc5+ 

40 Kb3 Nxa5+ 

41 Ka4 Nac4 

42 Kb3 Ra5 
43Rxa5Nxa5+ 
44 Ka4 Nac4 
45Nxc6NxbC+ 

46 Kb4 f4 

47 Bf2Nd5+ 

48 Kc5 Ne3 

49 Ba4 Nb7+ 

50 Kb4 Rd6 

51 Nxe5 Rd4+ 

52 Ka3 Nc5 

53 Bb3 Rd2 

54 Bel Re2 

55 Bc3 Nxb3 
50Kxb3Nxg2 
57 NgG Re3 
58Kc4Rx13 

59 Bxg7 Ne3+ 

60 Kd4 Rg3 0-1 


WITH TWO or even three suits 
in which il was necessan- lo de- 
velop tricks, the best sequence 
of play was not easy t«i deter- 
mine here. One thing was cer- 
tain, however: the line chosen 
by South was flawed 

South opened 1 no-trumps 
U5-l7pointsi: North raised di- 
rectly to game. West letl . 4 
against 3 no-trumps: East innk 
his ace and returned " u tu 
South’s king. Declarer took an 
immediate club finesse; E*iM 
won and cleared the hearts 
Now South could lake three 
clubs, two hearts and two 
spades but not come lo a sec- 
ond winner in diaiuonds with- 
out losing live tricks. 

South was surely wrong t«> 
take this early club finesse II 
the finesse is right there will 
always be four tricks in ilu 1 
suiL Also, it was wrong to give 
East the chance of clearing 
hearts while West still had an 
entry. Finally', if the diamonds 
behave favourably, the club 
finesse may not be needed. 

The best line would have 
been to cross to ♦ A at trick -7 
and lead a low diamond with 
the intention of finessing the 


Game all: dealer £outh 
North 


! -Oh?: 

! ♦ A K |H4 

■ West Eas 

; ♦AlUS.i 
5 '.'Jill 7 4 TA 


East 

: 

r : A n S 

:kjt- 

*0 4 : 


. South 

! * K. Q 4 

j K o »> 5 ; 

-A |l» l f 

I 

nine If East goes in with v J. 
South comes to three diamond 
tricks and does not need tile 
clubs If Elast plays low. 1 9 
wins and. with an extra dia- 
mond Lriek, South can develop 
clubs safely t though if a club fi- 
nesse wins now. it should not be 
repealed in case East has cun- 
ningly allowed ♦ J to win: the 
spade tricks should be devel- 
oped t. If the finesse of ‘ 9 
loses to the jack. South falls 
back on the dub finesse. 
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medical Notes 

Philip Gatter 


The plague has ended. 
After Aids, what next? 


tiche and a over-readiness to resort to 
cover versions which marked the poor- 
est of Boxcar Willie's work. He contin- 
ued to record but his albums, induding 
Falling in Love < I9S8> and The Spirit of 
America t>991». were met with both 
critical and commercial indifference. 

In 1987 he moved to Branson. Mis- 
souri. a small town in the Ozarks, which 
subsequently became something of an 
entertainment Mecca. Millions now 
flock annually to watch family-oriented 
shows by performers like Andy 
Williams, the Osmonds. Ray Stevens and 
Roy Clark. "Boxie" proved one of the 
town's most durable and popular stars, 
often performing six or more shows a 
week in his own dinner-theatre. 

Paul wadey 

Leal Travis Martin i Boxcar Willieh 
country singer and songwriter: bom 
Sterrett. Texas 1 September 1931: mar- 
ried Uico daughters): died Branson. 
Missouri 12 April 1999. 


LIFE. WE are constantly 
reminded, is a risky busi- 
ness. A reednt broadcast of 
Equinox proposed that we 
should make an accurate 
calculation of the risks in 
our everyday lives, and 
respond accordingly. The 
programme urged caution 
against prognostications of 
doom. Herein lies the para- 
dox of risk: it is about dan- 
ger and hazard, but equally 
tin a free market economy) 
it concerns opportunity. 
Risk seduces us towards 
harm and achievement. 

Social theorists explore 
the notion of the “risk soci- 
ety", with particular attention 
to it as a defining feature of 
late 'largely urban) moder- 
nity. With the demise of tra- 
ditional social and political 
institutions (lifelong married 
monogamy in the two-parent 
family; permanent jobs; 
the welfare state) we are 
thrust back on our own re- 
sources in determining the 
courses and meanings of our 
lives. We are ever having to 
make choices, rather than 
our cultures and histories 
determining these for us. 

Two characteristic re- 
sponses to the lack of modern 
role models are detected - a 
retreat into reinvented “tra- 
ditional" forms, notably new 
religious fundamentalisms, 
and a variety of political 
defences of the family; or a 
creative move forward to 
pluralistic models of society; 
largely explored through 
identity politics and the new 
“direct action” movements. 


Aids is a phenomenon 
which forcefully illustrates 
our current anxieties over 
social normlessness. It has 
been seen as a full stop to 
the permissiveness inherited 
from the Sixties, or even as 
a plague on those who stray 
from the norma! and the 
good. It has made sex risky 
in unprecedented ways. More 
than any other contempo- 
rary' phenomenon it has 
been made to symbolise a 
boundary between the ac- 
ceptable and the unaccept- 
able (behaviours, values, 
individuals, communities). 

Yet. contrarily, it has been 
the rallying point for those 
who resist the normalisation 
desired by those seeking to 
reinvigorate tradition, a 
standpoint from which to 
argue passionately for social 
pluralism. In Britain it has 
been the locus of redefinition 
of the meaning, purpose, and. 
arguably, ethos of gay com- 
munity Other subordinate 
groups have followed in de- 
veloping community organi- 
zations to lobby for and 
provide HIV/Aids prevention 
and treatment services, 
African and women’s groups 
notably. The emergency of 
dealing with Aids has forced 
these diverse constituencies 
. to reflect on their values and 
the ways they treat people dif- 
ferent from themselves. In 
this one sense Aids has been 
a force for the good. 

It seems, as we enter the 
new millennium, that Aids 
may be losing its potency, 
clinical and social. The 


new combination antiviral 
therapies offer the possibili- 
ty of its becoming a chronic 
rather than fatal syndrome. 
Andrew Sullivan has confi- 
dently. though controversial- 
ly. declared that Aids, in 
the specific sense of a plague, 
has ended. 

Questions remain. The ef- 
ficacy of the new therapies in 
perpetuity is not proven 
'they've only been a\ailable 
since 1996*. There is evi- 
dence of a rise in the rate of 
new HJV infections among 
young gay men. In .America, 
and now here, tiiere is con- 
cern over the phenomenon of 
••barebacking" 'unprotected 
penetrative sex among gay 
men at sex-on-premises 
clubs). We are. none the less, 
at the end of a distinct 
historical momenL 

What might follow? We 
fear new disease agents, 
such as prions tthe cause of 
human variant CJD». These 
may present risks, but they 
cannot carry the symbolic 
load Aids had. .Aids specifi- 
cally (and most strongly in 
the West) linked despised 
sexuality with disease and 
death. Awfully, it linked a per- 
ceived decay, and decadence, 
of modem society with cul- 
prits. Such a specific set of as- 
sociations is. statistically 
speaking, unlikely to recur. 
The risk, thankfully is small. 

Dr Philip Gatter is the 
author of Identity and 
Sexuality: Aids in Britain 
in the JPPOs' (Cassell. 15 
April £45) 


Regulatory functions 
not chargeable 


A PROFESSIONAL body carry- 
ing out. under statutory au- 
thority a regulatoiy function 
which was essentially for the 
protection of the public, was not 
carrying on an economic ac- 
tivity which was chargeable to 
value added tax within the 
terras of section 4 of the Value 
Added Tax Act 1994 and article 
4 of the Sixth Council Directive 
77/3881 (EEC) of 17 May 1977, 
notwithstanding that it received 
fees for that activity. 

The House of Lords dis- 
missed the appeal of the Insti- 
tute of Chartered Accountants 
in England and Wales against 
the decision of the Court of Ap- 
peal that certain of its activities 
were not chargeable to VAT 

The institute claimed re- 
payment or set-off of input tax 
paid on goods and services 
supplied to it in respect of 
certain of its functions for 
which fees were payable. Those 
functions arose; 

it under the Financial Services Act 
1986 and the Financial Services 
Art 1986 i Delegation! Order 1987 
• SI 1 987/942 ». pursuant to which 
the institute was recognised as 
a body able to issue certificates 
of authorisation to its members 
so that ihey could carry on 
investment business: 
in under the Companies Act 1989, 
pursuant to which the institute 
was recognised as a supervisory 
body in respect of company 
auditors; and 

iiit under the Insolvency Act 
1986. pursuant to which the insti- 
tute was accepted as a recog- 
nised professional body with 
the power to grant or refuse, 
review or terminate licences to 
practise as an insolvency practi- 
tioner and to investigate the 
activities of members. 

Section 4 of the Value Added 
Tax Act 1994 provided: “VAT 
shall be charged on any supply 
of goods or services made in the 
United Kingdom where it is a 


WEDNESDAY 

Law Report 

14 APRIL 1999 

Institute of Chartered 

Accountants in 
England and Wales v 
Commissioners of 
Customs and Excise 
House of Lords (Lord 
Slynn of Hadley, Lord 
Lloyd of Berunck, 
Lord Hoffmann, Lord 
Hope of Craighead, 
Lord Hutton) 

25 March 1999 

taxable supply made by a tax- 
able person in the course or fur- 
therance of any business 
carried on by him." 

By article 2 of the Sixth 
Council Directive 77/3881 
(EEC) of 17 May 1977 
“the supply of goods or 
services effected for consider- 
ation ... by a taxable person 
acting as such” was subject 
to VAT, and by article 4'1> 
“taxable person" meant “any 
person who independently car- 
ries out in any place an eco- 
nomic activity specified in 
paragraph 12)”. 

Article 4(2) provided: “The 
economic activities referred to 
in paragraph (l) shall com- 
prise all activities of producers, 
traders and persons supply- 
ing services, including . . . 
activ-ities of the professions.” 
Andrew Thornhill QC and 
Rupert BaldryQC ( Denton Hall) 
fin- the Institute: Kenneth Parker 
QC and Melanie HaU t Solicitor 
for HM Customs and Excise ) for 
die Commissioners. 


Lord Slynn said that there 
was a difference in the wording 
of the 1994 Act which referred 
to a “taxable supply made by a 
taxable person in the course or 
furtherance of any business 
carried on by him”, and that of 
the Directive; which referred 
to the supply of services 
“effected for a consideration by 
a taxable person", a “taxable 
person” being a person who 
carried out any economic 
activity including “the activities 
of the professions”. 

The Act had. so far as pos- 
sible. to be construed so as to 
give effect to the Directive, 
and so far as the Directive 
was concerned, the European 
Court of Justice had made it 
dear that it was not enough 
merely to point to the fact 
that there was a supply of 
services in return for a money 
payment and some loose eco- 
nomic connection, but that the 
activities must be of au 
“economic character". 

In the present case, the in- 
stitute was carrying out on be- 
half of the State a regulatory 
function in each of the three fi- 
nancial areas in question to en- 
sure that only fit and proper 
persons were licensed or au- 
thorised to cam' out the vari- 
ous activities, and to monitor 
what they did. 

That was essentially a func- 
tion of the State for the pro- 
tection of the actual or potential 
investor, trader and share- 
holder It was not in any real 
sense a trading or commercial 
activity which might justify it 
being described as “economic", 
and the fact that fees were 
charged for the granting of 
the licences did not convert it 
into one. 

Kate O’Hanlon. 

Barrister 


TECHNOLOGY CHANGES 
but human nature remains 
the same; which makes 
for new business opportu- 
nities. Ewatch is a fii-m 
which monitors the many 
aspects of digital commu- 
nication and reports upon 
any scuttlebutt about 
its clients is chat-rooms 
and suchlike. 

This is a transformation 


WORDS 

Christopher 

Hawtree 

scuttlebutt, n. 

from the pure to the foul. In 
the 19th century, a scuttle- 
butt was a cask with a hole 
cut in it origins obscure and 
distinct from coal-scuttle 


but similar to the French 
ecoutU le. hatchway On deck 
it held fresh water. In cross- 
ing the Atlantic, however, it 
gained a new connotation - 
gossip exchanged over the 
scuttlebutt, akin to chat by 
the picklebarrow. We can 
perhaps anticipate a time 
when Ewatch touts a ser- 
vice of monitoring any 
subversive water-cooler? 
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You ask the 



the Irritations 
of modern Life 

37 . BT CALL MINDER BY 
JAMES MCNaJR: f . 


(Such as: Ian Botham, are you walking the London 
Marathon because you are not fit enough to run it?) 



I an Botham was born in 
1955 in Heswail, Cheshire. 
He made his Test debut in 
1977 and is famous for his 
match-winning perform- 
ances in the 1981 Ashes 
series. He captained Eng- 
land 'in 1980. This autumn he will 
walk from John O'Groats to Land's 
End to raise money for the 
Leukaemia Research Fund (0171- 
405 0101 for donations). As prepa- 
ration he will speed-walk the Lon- 
don Marathon on Sunday 

Who do you think is currently the 
world's best all-rounder? 

David HaselL Thames Ditton 
There aren't many good all-rounders 
nowadays, but I think Steve Waugh 
is probably the best in the world. He 
is bowling again after injury, and he 
is definitely the world's number 
one with the bat. Sean Pollock also 
has the potential to be the world’s 
best all ro under: His cricket gets bet- 
ter week by week. 

Do you think that the introduction 
of two leagues in county cricket 
will produce better results at 
international level? 

Susan Nichoils. Birmingham 
I certainly do. And I think it is 
something that's long overdue if we 
are to improve our game. It should 
have happened 12 years ago. 

Lennox Lewis described you as 
one ofbis sporting heroes. Who is 
your greatest hero, and why? 
Patrick Lark, London SEll 
Jack Nicklaus. lb achieve what he 
has done is amazing. He is the 
greatest golfer of all time. 

Please recommend a red wine 
under £20. 

K Quinn. Kingston upon Thames 
A Geoff Merril cabernet from Aus- 
tralia. or a Spanish rioja. 

1 find cricket a very boring game 
to watch. How would you convert 
me so that I found it more fan? 
Sarah Tasker, Chatham 
I would try to educate you in the 
rules of the game. Most people who 
don’t enjoy cricket don’t understand 
how it is played. 



Do you think your son. Liam, 
chose to play rugby as he couldn't 
compete with you in cricket? 

Mrs Alison Wilson. Reading 
It’s not a question of whether Liam 
can compete with me or not. He 
would not have been given the 
chance by the British media to suc- 
ceed in cricket, as he would always 
have been compared to me. It has 
happened to lots of other sporting 
fathers and their sons. I am glad he 
has chosen to play rugby and he is 
doing very well at it 

What do you think are your best 
and your worst characteristics? 
Ian Littler, Watford 
l don't suffer fools very weHTm bas- 


ically intolerant But I think that I can 
be very generous, which is probably 
my best characteristic. 

You once said something to the 
effect that cricket saved you from 


a life of crime. Do you still feel that 
this was the case? If so, what 
would your crime have been? 
KM Thomson. Basingstoke 
I think It was probably a figure of 
speech and not meant seriously. I 



NEXT WEEK 

Kenneth Clarke, followed by David Bailey 

SEND QUESTIONS for the Tory Europhile 
Kenneth Clarke and fashion photographer 
David Bailey to: You Ask the Questions, 
Features, The Independent, 1 Canada 
Square. London El4 5DL (fox 0171-293 2182, 
or e-mail yourquestions<a'independent 
co.uk), by 12 noon on Friday 18 April 



don't think I would have turned to 
crime had I not played cricket. I 
would have played football instead. 

Do you ever deliberately go out of 
your way to irritate people? 
Nicola Yates. Coventry 
Yes I do, if I think they deserve it 

Now Bob Woolmer’s contract with 
South Africa is up, do you think he 
is the man to replace David Lloyd 
as England manager? 

Susan Nichotts . Birmingham 
Absolutely. He’s the first person I 
would approach. 

What would you do if you found 
that your son was living up to your 


reputation when you were yomsg? 

Harry Fcadder, Ipswich 

Td say he was having a great time. 

Who was the best you played 
against in your Test career? 

K Quinn, Kingslxmrupon-Thames 

Viv Richards. He's arguably the 
best player that ever lived. 

Why have you chosen to support 
the Leukaemia Research Fund? 
Zoe Stephens, Weymouth 
My involvement began about 15 
years ago, when I was visiting child- 
ren in a hospital in Taunton. Some 
of the f'hiirfna n only had a short time 
to live. Nothing quite prepares you 
for sitting down with a child you 
know is going to die. It makes you 
think of your own children and how 
you might cope with such a devas- 
tating loss. There is a feeling erf utter 

helplessness But then I realised 
there was something I could do: I 
■ could raise money for research. 

What was your wife’s reaction to 
your book. Don’t Ted Cath. Do you 
have many secrets from her? 
Caroline Morris, Wiltshire 
It was Cath’s idea to write the book 
We don't have any secrets from 
each other: I asked her to proof-read 
my book, chapter by chapter 

DoyouseeFhflTufoenasthebad 
boy of cricket nowadays? 

Jeffrey Duckett, Derby 
I think lUfoell is a talent that has not 
been fulfilled to potential. I think it 
was a major mistake not taking 
him to Australia this winter: He's the 
best left-arm spinner in the country. 

Are you walking the London 
Marathon because you are not fit 
enough to ran it? 

Bob Threader, Norwich 
If you would like to join me to walk 
for five hours at five miles an hour 
you are very welcome. 

What job would you ideally like 
to have in the English cricket 
establishment? 

That’s a hypothetical question as I 
have a long-term contract with Sky 
TV. I would like to get more involved 
with selection of teams, though. 


call minder two litfle - 

words which conjure up an 
of a beneficent helper 
who polices your meaning . , 
calls with conscientious 
rigour: In theory BTs digftai • 
answering service should 
provide easy access to your . ., 
messages via one- word 
verbal cues. The truth, I’ve [ 
found, is that the virtual 
secretary who mans this 
service is a fickle person ’- ' 

whose ears need syringing. - v 

"You have two messages-// 

would you like to hear them?” : 

she intones with automaton / 
coolness. I would, of course**-, 
so I pronounce the requisite . 
’“yes", taking care to ; " 
enunciate clearty. (Oyer- j 
sibilant consonants can play 
havoc.) “Message received at 
15.21 today;” she continues. ■ 
“Would you like to play that ' 
message? 1 " 

I spit another “Yes”, and - 
there’s a pregnant pause: ' 
four or five seconds of 
ambient crackle which I’ve v : 
come to associate with 
cobweb-blasting synapses in 
Ms Minder’s pea-sized brain. 
“You have now reviewed your 
call options," she eventually 
states, ignoring my request 

X think it might be my 
accent Fve noticed that she . . 
seems to get on well enough 
with my English flatmate. My . 
own more guttural, Scottish 
tones seem to bring out the 
political prisoner in her: 

Recently while away, I 
tried to access my messages 
using our unique four-digit 
Call Minder coda We’d 
recently been given a new 
code for security purposes, 
and when I tried to check in 
using the old one, I was 
denied access. On n^y return, 
Call Min der informed me that 
someone bad tried to pick up 
our messages using the 
wrong code. “That’ll be me," I 
thought I suppose I should 
have been grateful, but 
something in the smugness of 
her tone annoyed me. 
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22-25 APRIL 199? WEMBLEY LONDON 


WIN ONE OF 250 PAIRS 
OF TICKETS TO BBC 
FASHION WEEK LIVE 


You esn read aoou: ic. yoj can see ic on TV. ber London Fas hie r. Week - 
the highlight of the fashion calendar, has always been inaccessible to ail but 
a select few. Nov/ everyone can experience the glamour and excitement of 
Fashion Week, with the launch of BBC Fashion Week Live, at Wembley 
Conference Centre and Arena, London from 22 - 25 April 1999. 

Catwalk 

See designs of the world's leading fashion designers, including Alexander 
McQueen, Vivienne Westwood, Pearce Ficnda. Jasper Conran and Hussein 
ChaJayan. 

Shopping 

Buy the latest styles from over 100 of the top menswear and womenswear 
collections. All Saints. Mulberry, InWear, Pepe Jeans Denim Deluxe, 
Debenhams, Fteebok, Antoni & Alison and Alexander Campbell. 

Beauty 

Hie Vidal Sassoon team. BBC Looking Good, Daniel Field and Andrew Collinge 
v/i [I all be on site as well as the hottest beauty products available today... 

Not forgetting 

Celebraties, Search for a Model Competitions, Giveaways and much more 

The first 250 Independent or Independent on Sunday readers who cal! the 
ticket hotline will win a pair of tickets to BBC Fashion Week Live. Callers 
must state that they are Independent readers to win. If you are not one of 
the lucky ones you can book your tickets (£15 plus a £1 booking fee). for this 
unique experience, or for more information. 


CALL THE TICKET HOTLINE ON 
0870 732 2020 

Tue Hrr. y, H*:irr r ou -.cation, the UK's :eac :ig heart chanty will j x . 
coil' ctmg nearly - nr.v cciumA of clothing fv-i viv tors. Look c.;i for 
me can :•/' bag won ; o..‘ r ckets. ;or nic e dccaiG 


For richer and richer 

Modem marriage is supposed to be a match of equals, so how come rich 
wives are scheming to take the money and run? By Hettie Judah 


IN THE world of increasingly 
equal opportunities, if you want 
to have a realty spectacular div- 
orce you’re still better off going 
to Belgravia The superrich 
bitches’ fascination with the 
marital departure lounge is 
hardly surprising, given that it 
is a drama almost totally con- 
cerned with the one thing that 
gives them identity and im- 
portance: c-a-s-h. 

This month Harpers & 
Queen, the parish magazine for 
the Khightsbridge set, has pub- 
lished a set of instructions lov- 
ingly detailing how the adoring 
spouse can best prepare to 
screw her husband for every 
penny he has, should he ever 
stray from the leash. Sugges- 
tions provided by a top divorce 
lawyer include: 

1. Live as expensively as 
possible; your settlement will 
depend on the standard of life 
to which you have become 
accustomed. 

2. Photocopy any document 
you can get your hands on, par- 
ticularly if it is of tax interest 

3. Track his movements next 
time you visit Geneva; knowing 
the banks he visits will help you 
track down his assets later on. 

4. Consider “forum shop- 
ping”, basing yourself in a 
country whose legal system is 
sympathetic to the kind of 
settlement you hope to win. 

5. Coerce your husband into 
giving you a lump sum, which 
you can then set aside, the 
better to fund your divorce 
later if you have no independent 
assets with which to hire a 
legal Rottweiler. 

6. Hold a “beauty parade": 
set iq) a series of meetings with 
top divorce lawyers. Once you 
have paid for their time, con- 
fidentiality clauses will pre- 
vent them from being able to 
represent your spouse. 

All charming stuff, particu- 
larly bearing in mind that this 
plan of action is to be set in 
motion before your husband 
has even started slavering oyer 
the lured help or entertaining 



Andre and Brooke: did they budget for a split? 


your best friend to breakfast 

Tb illustrate the necessity of 
subterfuge. Harpers cites the 
example of Victoria, former 
wife of Earl Spencer, who is 
suing her previous legal firm for 
negligence. She is claiming 
that had she sued for divorce in 
England instead of Cape Town, 
she could have won a consid- 
erably larger settlement he 
beau rnonde is also shuddering 
at the ordeals of Jeny Hall, who 
approached her divorce so 
under-prepared that Mick J ag- 
ger even managed to cast 
doubt on whether they were 
married at all. 

These two women are ex- 


ceptional cases, both of whom 
suffered considerable psycho- 
logical torment It is all very 
well advising them after the act 
but it is obvious that neither 

woman indulged in cynical sub- 
terfuge precisely because they 
were trying to make their mar- 
riages work, and they should be 
applauded for it however ill- 

advised thefr actions m^y seem 
in retrospect 

Given the brevity of the mar- 

nage between Andre Agassi 
and Brooke Shields, even 
though the couple maintain 
that they are still good friends 
it is not impossible that some 
form of prenuptial divorce 



preparation took place. 

That Harpers & Queen mag- 
azine should consider printing 
such advice casts the role of 
modern marriage into con- 
fusion. Tbe obeisance of Sophie 
Rhys-Jones aside, the whole Mr 
and Mrs game is now generally 
seen as a proper working part- 
nership. Perhaps stimulated 
by the debate over the special . 
financial needs of single 
mothers, attitudes toward old- 
fashioned gender roles have re- 
laxed somewhat in the last few 
years, and now looking after 
children, running the home, 
and oiling the wheels of a 
spouse's career are again seen 
as an acceptable life choice for 
a wife or husband. And God for- 
bid anyone who accuses you of 
not working. 

But if marriage is to be con- 
ducted as a business partner- 
ship, it seems insane for one of 
the partners to be investing his 

or her energy in planning for its 

destruction. In the real busi- 
ness world it would be ab- 
solutely unacceptable to stitch 
someone up in this manner; not 
only does it indicate a terminal ' 

fock of trust in the partnership, 

but it is quite simply bad busi- 
ness practice. Nowhere, outside 

a marriage, will people take all 
the money and run from a part- 
nership, knowing full well that 
that meant never being able to ■ - 
work - or, indeed, get married 
-again. Such behaviour is a 
throwback to the bad old world 
where girls didn’t have the 
mouth, education or opportu- 
njtyto earn themselves a kving. 

Their aptitude for the great 
divorce marks out the world of 
the super-rich as the last true 

repository of Stone Age gender 
stereotyping, whereby women - 
wifi stifi go all out to separate 
a blonde-loving fool from his 
money as swiftly as possible, 

3} h "* ere - accordingly, men 
stul have cause to believe the 

01 miso gynistic 
stereotype, that of a lying, 

^a^wifewhoisaftero^ , 
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Pale blue heart-print dress, £45, by Tracey Boyd for TS Design at Top Shop. 214 Oxford Street. London Wl, and stores nationwide, enquiries OS0O 

It’s quality. It’s desi 



Green-and-ye!low stripe jersey vest, £20: white linen pleated 
skirt, £45, both by Clements Ribeiro for TS Design 
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And it’s yours 
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High fashion and high street shops: a marriage for all seasons? By Susannah Framkel 
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D esigner of the 
year Hussein 
Chalayanisnota 
man whose name 
is obviously asso- 
ciated with the 
Great British 
high street One of our most rigor- 
ous airiuneonipromising talents, he 
is known for offering up innovative 
and modern designs to the highest 
production standards - and with 
prices to match. No Lycra-mix, 
canary yellow crop top and hot- 
pants combination from this partic- 
ular designer, thank you. 

This summer, however, and for 
the second season running, Cha- 
layan’s work will be available at a 
high street store near you - at Top 
Shop, to be precise -along with work 
by Sherald Lamden (the creative tal- 
ent behind the Seraph labeD, Tracey 
Boyd (think pretty, eclectic London- 
er) good looks) and London’s most 
feted design duo, Clements Ribeiro. 
Attracting names such as these is 
quite a coup: all four designers are 
perceived as directional: an are also 
limited to small production runs 
catering to a fashion-knowledge- 
able clientele. 

Such desdgneiVbigh street link- 
ups are by now an integral part of 
this country’s fashion infrastructure, 
however. Without the help of the 
UK's second largest retailer; Arca- 
dia - the company that owns Top 
Shop as well as Principles, Racing 
Green, Evans, and Dorothy Perkins 


- designers such as these would not 
be able to afford to show. The money 
they receive for producing capsule 
collections for the high street, as well 
as more set aside by Top Shop 
specifically to sponsor their own 
twice-yearty collections, helps them 
to do so. 

For Arcadia, meanwhile, the 
press coverage that such high-pro- 
file relationships has by now gen- 
erated has been worth more than its 
wright in gold. Not only are design- 
ers’ names flagged up in-store, earn- 
ing the chain serious fashion 
Brownie points, but the Top Shop 
logo is also very much in evidence 
at each designer’s show, too. 

Fhshion supporting fashion in 
this way can, of course, only be a 
good thing for the consumer. There 
are very few women, after afl, who 
are willing, or indeed able, to part 
with hundreds of pounds of their 
hard-earned cash for designer gar- 
ments. TS Design - and other 
designer/bigh street collaborations 
like it - at least allows them to buy 
into the concept 

Jane Shepherdson. brand direc- 
tor at Top Shop, is the woman who 
oversees the buying and merchan- 
dising of TS Design, started in 1997 
with Chalayan and Lamden: 
Clements Ribeiro and Tracey Boyd 
are new this season. 

“We are very keen to link up with 

designers like these," Shepherd- 
son explains. “In terms of Top 
Shop’s credibility: it takes us way for- 


ward." She acknowledges, however, 
that an awful lot of time and energy 
has gone into the project so far. 
Where designer clothing is con- 
cerned, money, within reason, is no 
object For the high street produc- 
ing commercial designs, and to a 
budget is all important 
“There’s been an awful lot of 
toingand fitting, " Shepherdson ad- 
mits. “but we got through it It's a 
learning process for both sides and 
the first ranges in particular took 
longer than they should have done.” 


'In terms of Top 
Shop's credibility, 
this idea takes 
us ivay forward' 


It has been a costly, if rewarding, 
business. Fbrthis reason, the TS de- 
signer ranges are still around 20 per 
cent more expensive than the ma- 
jority of Top Shop merchandise, 
although they remain far cheaper 
than the designers' own ranges. 

“It was a struggle,” agrees Igna- 
cio Ribeiro, one part of the Clements 
Ribeiro team. Clements Ribeiro for- 
merly designed for Dorothy Perkins 
but, by mutual agreement, have 
moved this season to Top Shop. 
“The press were shooting our 


clothes and wearing them when we 
were at Dorothy Perkins, which 
was great," he says, "but the cus- 
tomer didn't seem to get if At Top 
Shop, a mainly teenage clientele with 
its finger firmly on fashion's pulse 
will have no such trouble. 

It wasn't until the early -Nineties, 
and in response to a posi-Eighues 
design-literate consumer, that the 
high street saw the potential of de- 
signer link-ups. The concept goes 
back to the Sixties and Geoffrey Wal- 
lis. however, who made a name for 
himself by selling more Chanel suits 
than most of us have had hot din- 
ners. These were copies of the orig- 
inals that inspired them, of course, 
but copies with a difference. First- 
ly. they were made up directly from 
patterns bought from the Chanel 
haute couture atelier in Paris. Sec- 
ondly. Coco Chanel herself, whose 
great contribution was perhaps to rid 
designer fashion of Us fussiness 
and over-el i list approach, took the 
time to travel to London to help put 
the look together. 

In this, as in many things. 
Madame Chanel was ahead of her 
time. Today, it's hardly news that 
without the designer collections 
there would be no high street. 
Chanel realised iL would be better for 
her, Wallis, and the consumer if 
there was a dialogue between the 
two and money changed hands. 

If this seems only natural it's not 
insignificant that it has taken almost 
30 years for designer/high street link- 



ups to exist on a more widespread 
basis. That Is mainly because British 
retailing is unusual in that it is 
dominated by high-street chains <a 
massive 70 per cent) and a public 
that has until very recently fixated 
on low-priced merchandise. 

Despite resistance, however, col- 
laborations now exist at Deben- 
hams (where Jasper Conran. Philip 
TVeaey and Lulu Guinness among 
others design ranges). Marks & 
Spencer (M&S have been working 
with Ghost's Tanya Same. Betty 
Jackson. Paul Smith and more for 
years), and Ehs 'Owen Caster and 
Paul Frith produce small but per- 
fectly formed ranges for the store*. 

is there not a danger, though, that 
with designer's producing collec- 
tions on the cheap they •.rill detract 
from their own far more expensive 
main lines? T'm not doing sub- Ser- 
aph at a lower price for Top Shop." 
says Seraph's Sherald Lamden. 
“The collection is far younger than 
that, it s also very simple - anything 
too nubile gets lost in production." 

Ribeiro agrees. "We're very care- 
ful not to lev the range overlap v.ith 
our own collection, but we have no 
prejudice against the high street. 
Sometimes vhe price of designer 
clothes is quite sickening. This 
works lor them and it works for us.” 

Trocf-p Bojjc f.jr TS Design is avefi- 
ofci’tr non*. Hussein Ckohiycin. 
CUwrilr. Ribviro end Seraph far TS 
De.rig v ure a i-ailabie from Hey 


Navy blue linen shift dress, £45, by Hussein Chalayan for 
TS Design 
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White denim wide-leg trousers with Grayed hems. £45, by 
Sherald Lamden for TS Design Photographs: Mauricio Guillen 





■•V — 

*=.vr 

*)c-' 

v* 


,-rfrr 

' 'J 

!..-0 











- "p . 

v r 




10/ARTS 


'fHE WEDNESDAY REVIEW^ 

fj^ independent 14 AprJ 1&9S^ 


Last Sunday she won the Bafta Best Actress Award, on Friday her new film, An Ideal Husband , opens and in a . . 

she makes her West End stage debut. And that’s ju st the beginning- David Benedict spoke to the very pop — — . . 


What Cate did next 






U m ^ m he tech 13 going to be a 

f I \riightmareT announces 
91 Cate Blanchett in her 

H best horror voiceover 

I manner. In the final 

jjj week of a production 

everyone moves from 
rehearsal room into the theatre and actors 
become the least important people on a 

show. Weeks of detailed exploration and the 

building of tension and atmosphere with- 
in a play are temporarily cast aside. The 
cast are merely required to walk through 
their positions on stage and say the lines 
at the right speed while the director slowly 
and methodically takes the crew through 
every single lighting state and sound cue. 

Technical run-throughs are laborious, 
long-winded and actors hate them. Not 
Blanchett. “I love the freedom of the tech. 
It actually liberates you, you feel un- 
watched. I'm really looking forward to it,” 
she cries, greedily. It's hardly surprising 
that she's relishing the prospect of having 
a couple of days to esperiment with the role. 

The play in question is Plenty, written 
in 1978 and unquestionably one of David 
Hare's two or three finest, and her char- 
acter Susan Traherne - originally written 
for Hare's then muse. Kate Nelligan - 
barely leaves the stage. Bar a three-week 
run in an Australian play at the Croydon 
Warehouse a few years back, Blanchett is 
an unknown quantity in terms of the 
British stage. Casting her represents a leap 
of faith by the Almeida's directoc Jonathan 
Kent, but then that’s what this 29-year-old 
actress inspires. 

The film director Gillian Armstrong 
had been searching for six years for an ac- 
tress to play the lead in Oscar and Lucin- 
da - Blanchett did a screen test and 
Armstrong stopped looking. Anthony 
Minghelia saw the finished movie and im- 
mediately cast her in his film The Talent- 
ed Mr Ripley. The character has just two 
scenes at either end of the picture, but he 
knew he wanted her. Temporarily non- 
plussed by being asked exactly what it was 
about her that so impressed Him, Min gh el- 
la casts about for a reason. “It sounds ridicu- 
lous, but it's quite simple: if you have the 
chance to work with talent like that, you do.” 

If you add in the news that there are 
other films in the can, including Pushing 
Tin, Mike Newell’s tale of rival air-traffic 
controllers, in which she does white-trash 
comedy in tight trousers, big hair and a 
push-up bra as Mrs John Cusack, and the 
headlines are pretty dear. Cate Blanchett 
has arrived. 

Confirmation came (if it were needed) 
on Sunday night when, after losing out to 
Gwyneth Paltrow at the Oscars and the 
Golden Globes, she finally received her just 
deserts with Bafta voting her Best Actress 
for Elizabeth. Other rising stars in her 
position would have headed off for poolside 
Hollywood, which might lead some people 
- possibly including her agent - to wonder 
what on earth she’s doing picking up a com- 
pany wage in a play in London. 

“1 never thought that film was somehow 
ma king if. Film-making can sometimes be 
a little dean, plmiral 1 like the church Hall 
feel of rehearsals, getting my hands dirty. 
The other day, on my way to rehearsals, I 
walked past Sadler's Wells and watched the 
trucks unloading the scenery through the 
dock doors. The atmosphere that comes 
out at you is magicaL” 

This is not the contrived gushing of an 
actress suddenly determined to grab the 
kudos of the theatre. She was on stage for 
18 months playing Nina in The Seagull at 
Betvoir Street theatre, home to Company 
B, Sydney’s most exciting theatre company. 



brow confusion with a trf tfieh fiad,doubt 

with sur- . 

rounding such (fisplaysnre^Aiiiug enough, 
this empty aetingstyie caqproro effective. 

However; watdiingBlancfaett play the 
complex comedyat the diraaxtifAn Ideal 
Husband is something 'else altogether 
She’s the focus of asoenefe which eyesy- 
one brings in fresh revelations, forcihgher 
to revise her opinions and thinfcrvexy fast 
But instead of opting for a simple, extern 
nai approach, she takes the much more 
exciting (and exacting) cfujic^bf present- 
ing an impassive exterior while managing 
to convey Lady Mabel’s inner tnrmdilas 
sheisfor^tocon^ircHniseher.idealsand 
lie to her husband. No wonderthe camera 
holds her in tight close-rqj, her eyes dart- 
ing about in disguised terron This is not 
“ thinking " acting: Blanchett is responding 
to wfaP Mg Happ ening inside her character 

Actors are often castigated for suppos-. 
edjy aiiy talk about being “in the moment", 
but that’s precisely where Blanchetfs 
characters live. Ifou never getthe sense that 
she's trying to impress by showing off how 
she can achieve an effect In career terms, 
she’s disgracefully dear-headed about the 
thorny issue of reading (and believing) your 
own press. Does she read the ever in- 
creasing mountain erf press coverage? She 
sighs. “I try not to... but as someone said 
to me, 'trying is lying’. Of course, it’s fan- 
tastic if you get great reviews but they’re 
like lotteries: they’re great if you win and 
a terrible sham if you lose. People fell me 
not to be self-deprecating but I think I have 
to gloss over the good in the same way that 
I have to gloss over the bad. 

’The great fhing about Plenty is that 
there is a genuine amount of trust within 
fee company. We’re all trying to do some- 
thing together” she insists observing 
feat the play is as much about her hus- 
band's character - played % Julian 
Ifadham- as it is about her own. “Whether 
we succeed or not, we can’t tell Ifou cant 
plan for success, of course, but equally you 
also don’t want to plan tor failure by not 
taking risks and not opening things 
which you wany you mightfall flatonyour 


face fordoing.” She beams. “That void you jf j 
feel opening ud beneath you... I find that \ 'I 



Cate Blanchett in ‘Plenty’ at the Almeida: *1 like the feel of rehearsals, of getting my hands dirty 1 


IvanKyncl 


Even at drama school she made waves, 
her bold choices supported by a self-pos- 
session borne out of a solid technique. 

Watching her in Elizabeth, fee shock is 
how instantaneously you believe this Aus- 
tralian actress to be Tudor royalty. Meet- 
ing her in fee flesh, she seems sligfatec with 
an almost fleeting sense of presence. And 
then she opens her mouth. It’s not what 
she says that’s surprising, it’s the way she 


says it The voice is low and calm, offset- 
ting the fragility of her complexion. Light 
streams In through the window catching 
the shifting planes of her face. Braque 
would have envied the lines of her cheek- 
bones and jawline, but there's nothing cold 
or chiselled about her look It's merely that 
there's an elegance about her which comes 
from quiet self-possession, which is what 
makes her so mesmerising on screen. 


Even when watching her in dose-up, she 
seems taller than she is because her cen- 
tre of gravity is so low. It’s all about 
relaxation. AQ of which comes in useful 
when playing high-status roles such as the 
Queen of England or Lady Chiitem in 
Oscar Wilde's An Ideal Husband, her lat- 
est film, which is released an Friday. Most 
actors, when asked about their choice of 
roles, will tell you what a great part or 


opportunity it was, or how much they want- 
ed to work with so-and-so. Blanchetfs rea- 
son for doing this film? “I was really 
interested to see if such heightened dia- 
logue could be played naturalisticalty 
Nothing is more illuminating about 
both the qualities and the quality of a screen 
actor than watching ber or him “think”. Put 
a weak actor in front of the lens and they’ll 
display puzzlement with, say, a furrowed 


feel opening up beneath you... I find that 
quite exciting.” 

She apologises - unnecessarily - for 
being inarticulate, but the onty point on 
which she’s truly vague is the fixture. Her 
agent is bemused by the fact that she’s 
barely half-way through a hot script she's 
hadfor more tbanovertwo weeks. % takes 
me so long to decide. I need time to digest 
things. There's a lot of stuff out there, I 
guess, but I find it too disappointing when 
I feel Fm in things for the wrong reasons. 
Luckily if s only happened to me once or 
twice. So Td rather wait" 

In the meantime, she’s done a run- 
through of Fienty in front of David Hare, 
which makes the press night seem less 
daunting. Her only real frustrations at fee 
moment are the expectations of the world 
from which she’s made a temporary 
escape. 'T get very frustrated wife fee fact 
that in film people are stiU very surprised 
if women my age can do something other 
than what they look like they can do. I knew 
after The Seagull that I really wanted to 
do something where people can demand 
a lot of me, push me beyond where I think 
I can go. I love being directed I don’t take 
it personalty if someone says, ‘Oh, I didn’t 
like that*. It makes you search more. 
Maybe that’s why I continue to do this.” 


‘Plenty’ previews at Hie AJbery Theatre 
(0171-369 1730) from tomorrow; ‘An Ideal 
Husband’ opens on Friday 


Voices from another world I The sour turns to sweet 


THERE IS no raucous crowing 
from Chanticleer. The occa- 
sional billing and cooing, per- 
haps. Yet fee singing of the 
12-man San Francisco -based 
vocal ensemble, which has just 
embarked on its latest tour of 
France, Germany, Austria and 
Israel is, as the late songsmife 
Harold Arien might have put it, 
quite simply "Out of this world''. 

Its publicity is gloriously un- 
hyped, its delivery intimate 
and inspired, and its presenta- 
tion never unctuous or over- 
stock. But Chanticleer invites 
superlatives. During its 21 
years of existence, and wife as 
many discs to its credit, if has 
emerged as one of the world’s 
most subtle, refined, intelli- 
gent and invigorating □ capd- 
la choirs. Its top line - 
high-riding counter-tenors who 
effortlessly encompass the 
upper soprano range - partly 


Classical 


CHANTICLEER 

SYMPHONY HALL 
BIRMINGHAM 


accounts for its unique sound. 
Ybt fee ensemble's blending 
never cramps or obscures the 
distinctive colouring of the in- 
dividual underlying solo voices. 

The group's repertoire is 
wide, spanning from European 
(Morales, Josquin, Brumel, 
Palestrina) and Mexican re- 
naissance to Stephen Foster; 
gospel spirituals and contem- 
porary American, including a 
clutch of specially commis- 
sioned works, three of which 
proved highlights of Chanti- 
deeris Sunday concert at Birm- 
ingham’s Symphony Hall - only 
fear third in Britain to date. 

If the stylish, dynamic ad- 
justments in fee B razilian JosC 


Garcia's “Crux Fidelis" or the 
ingenuous simplicity of Fhr- 
rant’s “Call to Remembrance” 
proved more alluring than 
some rather straitjacketed 
Byrd and Weelkes, it was the 
20th-century extracts which 
fired the imagination: the Chi- 
nese-born Chen Yi's “Wild 
Grass”, with its folklike filigree 
of spiralling and weaving re- 
peated upper voice patterns 
(shades of Meredith Monk); 
two extracts from Augusta 
Read Thomas’s 12-part Love 
Songs - one (“The Rub of 
Love") a pithy, short Anacre- 
ontic, fee other (“Alas, the love 
of women!") a wittily contrived 
parody encompassing cluster- 
ing dose-harmonies, vocal 
strumming and ironic cackles. 

It was to Read Thomas that 
the^ US-based. British-born 
Pulitzer prizewinning compos- 
er Bernard Rands (b 1934) ded- 


icated his Canti d’Amor, 15 
beautifully evocative settings of 
Yeats, including two sung here 
with rare empathy, poise and 
subtlety of shading: “All day I 
bear the noise of waters mak- 
ing moan” and the solo-led 
“Sleep now". 

Matthew Alber’s fluent, 
gorgeously sustained soprano 
solo brought a nerve-tingling 
poignancy to “Sometimes I feel 
like a motherless child", one of 
the three spirituals arranged by 
Joseph Jennings, Chanticleer's 
enabling music director of 15 
years. Tim KfoI’s colourful 
Gaelic deliveiy of fee Irish 
encore “Dulaman” (“Sea- 
weed”) supplied fee final icing 
on fee cake. 

Roderjc dunnett 


Chanticleer’s new CD, ‘The 
Colors of Lone’, has just been 
issued by Teldec Classics 
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This is ENO at Its very, very best vividly focused, dramatically dlrecUnot to be missed’ 
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Last Performances 
April 76 | 20 at 8.00pm 
Sung in English 
Tickets from £5-£55 


Box Office 
0171 632 8300 




Richard Strauss 


IN THE Cranberries’ press, 
one catechlsmal fact stands 
out unlike Oasis, unlike Blur 
even, the provincial Irish four- 
piece, led by Dolores O'Rior- 
dan, cracked the States. Fbrget 
OTtiordan’s voice (a formidable 
instrument blighted by fee 
tonal ambition of a car alarm) 
or fee persistently clod-hopping 
“political" commentary (no 
Kosovo anthem yet thankfully) 
- all sins are absolved by the 
balm of US success. Criticism, 
in other words, is redundant 
when the band's three albums 
feus far have notched up glob- 
al sales of 28 million. 

The eve of their new album. 
Butt/ the Hatchet, finds The 
Cranberries frying to re-create 
fee circumstances that gave 
birth to “Unger”, their subUme, 
lilting breakthrough hit which 
they've never come close to 
surpassing. Since a gruelling 
tour schedule led to their ef- 
fective break-up three years 
ago, OHiordan has had a baby 
and retreated, along with the 
rest of fee band, to fee group’s 
home town, Limerick: It shows 
on Bury the Hatchet. Though 
they’re far from rediscovering 
fee alchemical touch that 
graced the Celt-pop of their 
1992 debut album, Everybody's 
Doing It, So Why Cant We?, at 
least the dross erf lb the Faith- 


pop 


THE CRANBERRIES 

SHEPHERD’S BUSH 
EMPIRE 
LONDON 


ful Departed, a cacophonous 
mess, is behind them. 

The Shepherd’s Bush Em- 
pire was an adroit choice, too. 
It was intimate enough to 
accommodate the new, more 
reflective material and big 
enough (though barely) to 
house fee strident rockers with 
which The Cranberries 
reached even the most insul- 
ated hospitality suites of fee 
stadia they regularly played in 
the mid-Nineties. Sporting a 
blonde fringe and clad in black, 
OTtiordan looked like a militant 
Nolan sisteq ripping to and fro 
in a splay-footed jig the entire 
night She exuded an entirely 
natural stage presence, a com- 
pelling quality fee rest of the 
band knew relieved them of any 
showmanship duties. 

As even O’Riordan's dis- 
tinctive vocal hitchkick pro- 
vided a hantty barometer for 
fee quality of the songs. Its 
folky inflection finds a natural 
home in fee group's more lyri- 
cal songs. “Promises’’, fear lat- 
est single, offered a good 



Dolores: the air of a militant Nolan sister Steve GiUett 


example. Initially beguiling, 
OTtiordan somehow contrived 
to sound like a keening Telly- 
tubby by its conclusion. 

It’s not as though she hasn’t 
a crisp, tight band behind her. 
It’s just that while dictating fee 
performance, she also over- 
shadowed them. “Linger" met 
with a rapturous reception, 
but even here O’Riordan 
sounded bored wife her own 
melodic skill barking at the 
crowd to “Sing it!" 

“Saving Grace" or fee ele- 
gant “Human Being" were far 


more intricate, satisfying 
efforts than fee dunder-head- 
ed anti-Tnoubles dirge “Zom- 
,.? r out-and-out rant 
Delilah”. She may have criti- 
asedfee likely successors to 
tne Cranberries' crown, the 
Corrs, for a lack ofraunch, but 
its obvious which son gs fee 
svelte sisters from Dundalk 
have learnt from. 

Muse Higgins 


A uersion of this review 
“PPeoned in later editions of 
yesterday’s paper 
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Lett; Derevo: above: Slava; from top: Buster Keaton. Charlie Chaplin and Rowan Atkinson as Mr Bean: below Leandre 


End of the 
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Big shoes, little cars, custard pies: clowns have an image problem with the over-fives. But now our red-nosed 
i chums have discovered tragi-comedy. And rebranded themselves as performance artists. Bv Clare Bavlev 
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I t all started with Slava 
Polunln.- Before Slava, 
downs were universally 
reviled. Red noses, big 
cheeky trousers, red 
woollen hair - get me out 
of here. Then one or two 
critics went resentfully along to 
the Hackney Empire thinking that 
their reviewing days were certain- 
ly over if their editor was sending 
them off to Hackney to see a down. 
A Russian clown. But Slava per- 
formed a magic trick on the whole 
lot of us, and when the fabled Snow- 
skow was oven we and 1,000 other 
audience members stayed in our 
seats, bewitched, bouncing giant bal- 
loons around the auditorium. 

The Hackney Empire's Roland 
Muldoon booked Polunin “sight 
unseen” for three nights, and has 
been worshipping the god of theatre 
fortune ever since. The crowd 
doubled each night purely on word 
of mouth. “The audience was 
looking for something different. I felt 
the same. I'm more rewarded by 
that than by a lot of stand-up. I can 
see downing becoming a very pop- 
ular medium," Muldoon says. 

Most people would rather visit 
the dentist than watch a down 
show, but Muldoon has put bis 
mon^y where bis mouth is and 
dubbed 1999 Year of the Clown at the 
Hackney Empire. But there are 
strictly no custard pies, and no 
Marcel Marceau either. Instead, 
from Catalonia, comes Leandre, a 
prankster of consummate physical 
skill, and from Russia via Dresden 
come Derevo, the electrifying 



troupe who wowed last year’s 
Edinburgh Festival with Once. 

The refreshing thing about both 
these acts is that they're not just 
there to make you laugh. When 
downs become slaves to gags they 
become crude and often unfunny. 
The great downs, from Charlie 
Chaplin and Buster Keaton to 
Jacques Tati and Jean-Louis 
Barrault, used pathos as much as 
humour and inspired their audience 
with compassion, even empathy, 
rather than the contempt or fear 
often felt for circus downs. Slava's 
Snowshow opens with the familiar 
yellow- and red-costumed figure 
shuffling sadly on carrying a noose. 
His attempt to hang himself is trag- 
ically thwarted by the fact that 
there's another down on the other 
end of it, also trying to hang herself 

Clowns who achieve this bitter- 
sweet combination are interna- 
tionally popular because they are 
trading in universal h uman emotion, 
rather than just comedy, which is 
culturally very specific. Muldoon 
tites the case of Amazon tribes 
laughing uproariously at Chaplin 
films, while a modern down, like Mr 
Bean, is laughed at in 17 languages. 

Slava Polunin cl aims there are 10 

great stage downs in the world, and 
Muldoon is on the hunt for them. 

“It wasn't until I saw Jean-Louis 
Barrault in Les Enftmts du Paradis 
that 1 understood wfaat downing can 
be if it isn't restricted by comedy. 
Good clowns are like Blues musi- 
cians. they’re free to stay within a 
theme but improvise around iL It 
works each time, but differently. 


They play off the audience and it has 
to be live - you can't do it on telly.” 

One of the 10. he is sure, is Le- 
andre. A master of ingenuity and 
transformation, he has moved from 
street busking in his native 
Barcelona to international touring 


ity," he explains. But the key to his 
popularity is. as Muldoon identifies. 
Ids connection with the public. “The 
show always changes in response 
to the audience," he says. "I'm re- 
ally there every time, and anything 
can happen. If I get distracted by 


‘Audiences don't accept fiction so much any 
more, so most clowns play with reality 1 


in large, proscenium-arch theatres, sot 
His major assets are his face and ani 
body, over which he has total ma- chi 
nipulative control. He uses them un tot 
adorned by make-up, red nose or we 
baggy pants, but refers back to 
Chaplin and the 
dochard style of -r y 
downing will] an old { ; • ^ $5. 

suit which is slightly V. .. . 

ill-fitting and cram- '* 
pled. 7* 

His skill as a physical f 
performer is matched by H 
his imagination. He does ■A J 
use props - umbrellas turn 1 

into butterflies, crinolines, the ■' 

wheels of various vehicles; a roll !m j 
of masking-tape becomes the 
various instruments in a jazz ! -r '■*' 
band, and then a partner in tango. \ ^V 
But he doesn’t need props. It’s the T 1a 
power of suggestion that presents j£g: 
us with the constipated man who h 
proudly wears his turds on his fe»S r ' 
shoulders like epaulettes. f 1 

“Audiences don't accept fic- 
tion so much any more, so 1, 
most clowns don't play with ^ 
fiction, they play with real- C 


something in the audience, it’s not 
annoying like it is in a play, it's a 
chance for me. We build this show 
together, the audience and me. and 
we go as far as we can." Leandre 
sees himself as pan of an 
eclectic tradition which 
incorporates the 
Marx Brothers. 
■ ' .. Chaplin. Cyrano 

de Bergerac. 

, Steven Berkoff. 

/ Ftobin 

Wiliams, Jim 
J6- ” Carey, comme- 

j dia deli’arte... “I 

-T f t j accept and show 

\ $ >') my influences, 

j : It's obvious 

• j? ; they're there." he 
Jr , / says. It's particu- 

/ larty poignant for 
gJT ' him to work at the 

i Hackney Empire. 
f r ’ • which has hosted 
. some uf the greats of 
j that tradition. Including 
, m r — ' Chaplin in his early 

1 days. Stan Laurel. WC 
N: .. Fields and Buster 


Keaton. “That theatre has got 
magic," concurs Leandre. “I don’t 
know how or why. but in the wings 
you feel it" 

Derevo emanate from a different 
though similar, tradition. Founding 
member Anton Adassir.sk>’ worked 
in Slava's Licedei clown troupe for 
several years before branching out 
with his own company. But .Anion 
shares some of Folunin's almost ob- 
sessional research into the business. 
When Slava was preparing to go pro- 
fessional. he allegedly spent two 
years in a library reading about 
downing and studying 91 videos of 
Chaplin modes. Anton gathered a 
group of 50 students together and 
embarked on a year of i 6-nour 
days, going through 200 exercises 
to achieve a state of mental and 
physical purity. By the end of the 
year, five of the 5u remained, and 
they are the core Derevo. 

"I once saw a book which had 
documentary' photos of psychiatric 
patients," says Anton by way of 
explanation. “They had such strong 
eyes - it was an old book with bad 
print, but such energy came out of 
the eyes. I thought if such power 
can come just from paper, how is it 
possible to do it on stage?" The 
resulting performance was Red 
Zone, a violent expressionistic 
piece which won the admiration of 
avam-gardistes. including the pro- 
ducer Michael Morris. “They are 
genuinely, alarmingly anarcliic. and 
provide a much-needed antidote to 
the highly-drilled chaos of. say. The 
Wooster Group or Jan Fabre." said 
Morris at the lime. 


Once, which comes to the Hack- 
ney Empire at the end of April, is a 
far gentler affair, though it still taps 
into the primal emotions of an au- 
dience. “We realised that people still 
need lyrical downs and love stories.” 
says Anton. Once weaves a tale of 
the doomed love of a beak-nosed jan- 
itor 1 played by Antoni for a doll-like 
beauty in a cafe. For his perfor- 
mance, Anton dons the white face, 
false nose and outsized shoes of the 
traditional down, though the show 
itself transcends this tradition. 

He sees the make-up as having 
the effect of a mask. “It’s very 
powerful. It's bigger than the 
performer, it changes you and it 
changes the audience. It brings 
the feeling of fairytale, it brings 
imagination which doesn’t exist in 
the world. For me. if a clown is just 
human, it’s not really a down. It has 
to be able to break through to an- 
other world." That world is one 
which makes people laugh in spite 
of their suffering. "If we lose this, we 
lose everything." says Anton. 

If audiences can overcome their 
prejudices and lap into the 
transformative spirit of downing 
rather than its superficial and de- 
based aspects, perhaps the millen- 
nium-old form will again become 
truly popular. Like stand-up. but 
with depth and diversity. 

Leandre: Thurs to Suit: Derevo: 27 
Apr to 9 Map. both at the Hackney 
Empire. London ES. A series of 
clowning workshops will also be 
held, for further information, call 
the bar office: 0181-9S5 2i24 


care 


Theatre 

THE CARETAKER. 
BEGIN AGAIN 

AFCH£S THEATRE 
GLASGOVj 


SELF-SELha.NG POWER games set 
against more compassionate or 
collectivist aspirations form a com- 
mon central thread in these very dif- 
ferent plays. 

Pinter's firs: major hit was written 
and set some 40 yeare ago. as the 
post-Second World War consensus 
buckled under more individualistic 
pressures, while KtC’s latest 
production, devised by the director 
Guy Hollands and the writer David 
Harrovven takes a present -day look 
at the austerity years of the fate For- 
ties. when that sense of shared 
national purpose approached its 
high water mark. 

Under .Andy Arnold's direction, 
the Arches company has built a rep- 
utation for Pinter and the current 
show sustains its predecessors’ 
Quality. Characterisation is the key 
with which the three -strong cast 
open up the play's microcosmie 
world, the junk- rilled bedsit owned by 
the would-be wheeler-dealer Mick 
iPaul Riley), occupied by his trust- 
ingly vulnerable brother. Aston < Ross 
Stenhouse> a former asylum inmate, 
and invaded by the tramp. Davies 
1. An drew Dal Uneven. 

The performances evoke the vac- 
uum beneath the surface of all three 
lives, as they ding to their various 
postures and pipe-dreams in the 
hope of gaining advantage. 

This sense of underlying pain or 
desperation gives an emotional heart 
to the production that balances the 
action's aura of meanness and men- 
ace, offering a glimpse of hope in the 
possibility of mutual understand- 
ing, even if it is unrealised. 

Begin Again ' s title resonates on 
at least two levels, encapsulating 
both the idea of a fresh start that fol- 
lowed the end of the Second World 
War. and the play's Jekyil-and- Hyde 
device of following the same char- 
acter through two contrasting chains 
of choice and action, operating ini- 
tially in reverse - from the moment 
of the protagonist's death - then run- 
ning in the opposite direction. 

We first meet John Morrison (Iain 
Macrae) as an idealistic foot soldier 
in the campaign to win the peace, fall 
of the joys of national unity and the 
new welfare state in his job as a civil 
service derk. His second incarnation 
finds him disillusioned with the pri- 
vations of rationing. We see him 
setting out as a black-market dealer 
with his only ambition to maximise 
his share of the spoils. 

It's an elegant conceit elegantly 
executed through a mix of voice-over 
and brief dramatised scenes, with 
no/r-ish lighting emphasising the 
production s stylistic debt to films of 
the period, its central aim seems to 
be to examine the historical realities 
of an era often obscured by nostal- 
gia, while echoing the triumph of 
out-for-yourself materialism under 
Thatcherism. 

In its present form, however, the 
piece is too slight to support such am- 
bitions. despite vigorous perfor- 
mances all round. It largely fails to 
depict any wider social context 
around Morrison’s life, at a time 
when family and community pres- 
sures were still cohesively powerful, 
while the pessimistic import of its 
narrative conclusion seems rather 
too glibly cynical. 

Site Wilson 

•The Caretaker \ ro 24 Apr. 01 4 1-221 
4001: Begin Again', touring to 
Edinburgh and Paisley to 20 Apr. 
0141-44 5 6000 


ON THE FRINGE 


MENOPAUSAL GENTLEMEN DRILL HALL, LONDON ■ 400 JOKES WITH THE DEVIL LYRIC STUDIO. LONDON 


FROM THE moment Peggy 
Shaw swaggers on to the 
stage in her pinstripe suit 
and eyes the audience up 
knowingly, you know you're 
in for one helluva show. 

The pose is a cross 
between James Dean.and 
Marlon Brando, the identity 
is butch lesbian, and the 
subject is - well what else 
could it be? - the 
menopause. 

Fbr the next three- 
quarters of an hour, Shaw 
talks, sings and growls her 
way through the physical 
battle that inside her body. 
This is vulnerability at its 
most macho: ‘‘There’s a 
beast inside me,” she 
snails, “wearing out 
grooves on my Soon” Shaw 
revels in the irony that fora 
woman who wears her 
masculinity not only on her 
sleeve, but also in the cut of 
her trousers, the 
menopause is not the first 


battle her body has had to 
fight “Fm a 53-year-old 
woman who passes for a 35- 
year-old man,” she shrugs. 
“It’s a trade-off. I sacrifice 
being a woman for youth.” 

The setting is an almost 
empty black stage. In place 
of props, Shaw furnishes 
her monologue with a rich, 
raw language that takes f 
ram songs ranging from 
•Tin a Man” to “My Way," 
and adds its own kind of 
poetry. For example, her 
knowingly absurd rendition 
of Nina Simone's "In the 
Dark" - in which first her 
scurrying feet and then her 
hands are highlighted from 
the pitch black by small 
torches winking out from 
her trouser-legs and 
sleeves - is followed later 
by a moving yet humorous 
account of the distilled 
terror that surges up on 
her in the small hours, 
when insomnia in the dark 



Peggy Shaw in ‘Menopausal Gentlemen’ 


brings her face to face with 
her ageing process. "It's 
4ara - the hour of the wolf,” 
she growls. The line is 
typical of the restless "in- 
your-face" energy that 


powers tiie show, 
aggressively making thv 
audience laugh at the .same 
time as it wakes it up to 
intimate moments of her 
desolation. 


Shaw's masterly 
manipulation of stage 
space cuts a sharp contrast 
with the cluttered set of 4Qt> 
Jokes With the Devi!. The 
set is a partial warning for 
what follows: an over- 
ambitious attempt to 
document the controversial 
travels of the Russian film 
maker Sergei Eisenstein 
thuugh Mexico in 1929 
In this production the 
devil is in the detail. The 
play drags while the plot 
laboriously spells out every 
hitch and tantrum 
Eisenstein went through 
while making his 
• unfinished! lyrical and 
haunting representation of 
Mexican life and its rituals 
in Quc Viva Mexico. It is 
perhaps inevitable in a play 
that documents a love 
affair with film that the 
stage comes off the worse 
of the two media. In a 
single shot Eisensiein's 


portrayals of. say. a peasant 
at a temple or a cactus at 
the roadside convey more 
in a few seconds about his 
thought processes and 
experiences of Mexico than 
this play can in more than 
two hours. 

This said, there are 
redeeming elements. The 
music is excellenL and the 
cast gives a nuanced and 
sensitive performance of 
Ben Livingstone's 
arrangements of beth 
Russian and Mexican 
snugs. Hannah Young 
viands out from the cast as 
a versatile performer. But 
all.:-, rather like 
Eiscnstelil's films, is 
perhaps better seen in 
another context. 

Rachel Halliburton 

•Menopausal Gentleman, 
to 1 7 Apr. 01 71 -637 8270: '400 
Jokes with the Devii'. to IT 
Apr 0181-741 S70J 
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me 


I WORK FOR... 

Sheena MacDonald is PA to Nick Hardwick, chief executive of the Refugee council 



Sheena MacDonald: it is very encouraging to hear the stories of refugees who have managed to rebuild their lives against the odds' 


Tom Craig 


O riginally 1 trained 
as a physiothera- 
pist but decided it 
would be fairer all 
round if I didn't 
practice. Instead, i 
joined an action 
group which campaigned against 
asbestos use and went on to work 
in a woman’s centre in Paisley as a 
clerical bookkeeper and information 
and advice worker. It was when I 
moved to London to spend four and 
a half years working as a branch ad- 
ministrator for Unison in Tower 
Hamlets that I first got involved with 
immigration and refugee cases and 
understood the issues at stake. 

I have only been here for two and 
a half months; I experienced a 
vertical learning curve on arrival be- 
cause there is so much that Nick is 
involved in. For example, my first 
task was to call the Home Secre- 
tary’s office to by to get a meeting 
between him and Nick extended. I 
quaked but Nick said to me: “Peo- 
ple who don’t make mistakes don't 
make anything, so as long as you let 


TEL: 0171 293 2222 


me know of the things that go 
wrong or cover them up so well that 
I don't know about them, then we will 
be fine." It was such a relief to know 
that he was so calm to work with. 

At the moment Nick is involved 
in discussions with the Home Office 
about the Kosovar refugee crisis and 
how the Government might re- 
spond. We have been asked to work 
on contingency plans for the arrival 
of Kosovar refugees to the UK, but 
we do not know if or when refugees 
may arrive or how many to expect 
This makes it very difficult for us and 
one of my key tasks is to ensure that 
staff who are being drafted in to help 
from other refugee agencies can feel 
their way around here. 

“Family reunion is very much on 
the agenda, which is why the Koso- 
vars already over here have an im- 
portant part to play. We are also 
putting pressure on the Government 
to make sure that all refugees would 
be offered suitable accommodation 
and support Clearly the best place 
for people to be is at home in safety 
and dignity but if that isn't possible 


then European governments should 
be responding to the crisis in a pos- 
itive and generous way. 

People can see from the pictures 
of Kosovar refugees that they are or- 
dinary people with ordinary' lives 
who are caught up in an extraordi- 


One local paper 
in the UK even 
referred to 
asylum-seekers 
as ‘dross’ which 
should be 1 washed 
down the drain’ 


nary situation. I think from the 
huge number of calls the Refugee 
Council has had that people are sym- 
pathetic to their plight. Unfortu- 
nately. they are sometimes 
portrayed in a very negative way in 


the UK - one local paper even re- 
ferred to asylum seekers as “dross"’ 
which should be “washed down the 
drain". I can't imagine how it must 
have felt for my refugee colleagues 
to read that. Actually mast refugees 
are educated and desperately want 
to rebuild their lives despite the 
trauma they have been through. 

“Since I have arrived we've been 
campaigning on the new Immigra- 
tion and Asylum BilL One of its mea- 
sures will leave asylum-seeking 
children living on 5 Op a day. Will this 
leave asylum-seekers with respect 
and dignity? 

“I recently met a number of 
newly arrived refugees at one of our 
advice centres which was when the 
real horror of their situation hit me. 
Released from prison-like condi- 
tions within detention centres with 
no money, no English and often just 
the clothes they stood up in. they had 
had to find their way to us in Lon- 
don without help. It is. however very 
encouraging to hear the stories of 
refugees who have managed to re- 
build their lives 3gainst the odds. 


The Ugandan Asians are a good ex- 
ample. some of whom were listed 
last week as among the most suc- 
cessful of British business people. 

I tried to switch off over Easter 
but I found that I had to turn on the 
television and radio to see what was 
happening Since Nick is constantly 
at interviews as well as at meetings 
with refugee organisations, agen- 
cies. MPs and supporters, one of my 
key responsibilities is to make sure 
that he has time in between all his 
meetings to sit down and de-brief. 

Anger is motivating but it’s im- 
portant to channel it, so all my col- 
leagues are very level headed and 
diplomatic. We are all working to get 
the best deal for refugees. I guess 
I've always been politically moti- 
vated. my family have put up with a 
lot of ran tings and ravings. I've al- 
ways been very clear that profit 
shouldn't be my main motive for 
work, satisfaction is what counts. My 
job at the Refugee Council is a 
chance to do something about a 
cause I feel strongly about 
Interview by Katie Sampson 
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and Accountancy Recruitment Fair 

11.00 am - 700 pm Wednesday 14 April. Cabot Hall, Cabot Place West, Canary Wharf, London 


EXHIBITORS AT THE FAIR INCLUDE 


A story of 
love and hate 


I HAVE a recording of Billie - 
Holliday singing “When Love 
Goes Wrong (Nothing Goes 
Eight)”. I think MarflynMonroe 

sang it originally but with 

Billie’s piteous tones it’s 
positively suicidal, toe sort of 
song you play at four in toe 
morning when The S mith s 
have got boriog. 

Since I started working with 
Doug and Ha nnah, this song 
never seems to be far from my 
mind when one of them stalks 
across the flooi; Billie starts to 
croak in my ear, and keeps on 
until they have receded into toe 
distance. Nothing has been said 
overtly, but it’s as obvious as 
crisps trodden into toe carpet 
that, though it may have been a 
good party, it's ovez; and the 
p arfripnts are suffering from 
sick hangovers that they have 
every intention of inflicting on 
each other. 

Get this: day one, and Fm 
hunting for a phone list, 
working out where toe “on” 
switch is on toe computer, 
pulling up old correspondence 
files in toe hope of working out . 
a standard letter layout when 
Doug arrives. “Where is she?” 
he says. “Who?” 1 ask. “Hannah 
Monckton.” he says. “Oh,” I 
say, “She’s got a breakfast 
meeting.” To which he heaves a 
sigh and says “Oh, yeah, toe old 
breakfast meeting. Tell her to 
contact me immediately she 
gets in.” And off he marches. 

At 10am, Hannah conies in ' 
looking well-fed and cheerful. 
We make acquaintance, and I 
relay Doug's message. 
Hannah’s face clouds over 

“Thanks,” she says. “Til 
contact him when Fm free.” 
And she. tod, stalks off. 

10:30am: the phone rings: 
Doug. “IS Hannah there yet?" 
“Yes. She said to tell you that 
shell get in touch when she 
has a moment” I say; rvelong 
since become a past master at 

making palatable the charm of 

my seniors. “No ” he says, “Tell 
her to call me immediately.” 

10.31am: Hannah: “Tell Mr 
Me-Me-Me Forster to stuff it” 

10.32am: “Hello, Mr Fbrster; 
Hannah is in a meeting right 
now. Shell be in touch as soon 
as she can.” 

10.35am: Doug passes my 
desk at a rate of knots. 

10.36am: Doug and Hannah 
pass back in the opposite 
direction, she walking at an 
even greater pace than his. He 
touches her wrist; toe shakes it 
off like a horse swatting a fly. 

10.37am: Door to stairs 
bangs shut 

10.42am: Door to stairs 
bangs open again, slams 




THE TEMP 


behind Doug; who is ptiriEile in 
toe face. 

10.42am plus 30 seconds: 
Door to staira opens quietly 
and Hannah emerges looking 
grimly triumphant 

I thought at first that this - . 
was a simple personality dash, 
then began to suspect some 
darker harassment question. 
But, as I said, the signs are - 
there ff you Ye looking: Fhr 
under all the rage, the attempts 
at sabotage, toe frostiness, 
there’s a familiarity you find 
only in people who know each 
other very, very welL They hiss 
into each other’s faces from so 
dose up they are almost 
kissing, make personal 
comments CT told you that was 
the wrong sort of briefcase”; 
“You aiways say that when you 
know you’re in the wrong”; 
“Well, it’s probably in the car. 
That’s where it was last time”), 
know each other’s personal 
habits {“Lunch? Where is 
toe? GtovannFs, I suppose?”) 
ina way that they could oafy 
if they’d shared lrves at 
some point .. 

Wednesday, Hannah calls in 
side. “Are you OK?” I ask. “Can 
1 do anything for you?” “No,” 
she croaks, “It’s some sort of 
flu thing. IFs been coming on 
for days. Just hold the fort, will 
you?” “Sure,” I say, start 
shoring up those arrow slits. 

Doug turns up soon after 
“ID?” He says? “Well, that’s just 
typical, isn’t it?” He turns on 
his heel and walks away. 

A few minutes lata; he’s 
back. “What did you say was 
wrong with her?” “Flu, I think. 
She sounded pretty croaky.” He 
thinks for a moment 

“Maybe I should call hen” 
“Sure.” I start to look for her 
number but he’s already 
picked up the phone and 
dialled itfrommemory. Drums 
his fingers, twitches when toe 
phone is answered. 

J “Hannah?" he says, “It’s me. 
I hear you’re iff” Then he turns 
his back and hunches into the 
phone, as if tiiis will stop me 
hearing what he sqys next 
“Shall I come over tonight? I 
think we ought to talk...” He 
listens, then says, quite gently 
“Mm. fife too.” Hangs up and, 
with a watery smile, returns to 
his desk. 


FAX: 0171 293 2505 


ACCA 

Founded in 1904. the ACCA is the largest professional accountancy body in the UK 
and one of the largest to operate on an international basts. It has over 60.000 qualified 
members and 135.000 students working towards three qualifications in over 

130 countries. 

LINDSEY MORGAN ASSOCIATES 

LMa has been established since 1st March 1999. The consultants at LMA have over 20 
years experience between them gained in the financial recruitment market place. Their 
speciality is placing people with back or middle office experience gained in a banking 
or investment environment either temporary or permanent. 

JOSLIH ROWE ASSOCIATES 

Joslin Rowe Associates established in 1982, is the leading provider of specialist 
financial recruitment in the permanent, temporary and contract market. Tfacv 

HAYS ACCOUNTANCY PERSONNEL 

The UK's premier specialist accountancy recruitment consultancy. 

concentrate on the areas of banking operations, investment management, compliance, 
accountancy, general insurance, life & pension and secretarial professionals. 

HAYS BANKING PERSONNEL | 

One of the City's leading specialist recruitment consultancies. ! 

MARTIN WARD ANDERSON 

Martin Ward Anderson is one of the leading recruiters to the city. Experienced in 

ASSOCIATION OF ACCOUNTING TECHNICIANS 

recruiting operations and finance professionals on both a permanent and 

temporary basis. 

FREELANCE PROFESSIONAL SERVICES PLC 
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No need to pre-register 


Free CV distribution 


FOR MORE INFORMATION CALL TOM NELSON ON 0171 323 4469 OR 0171 323 4564 
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Don’t be a candidate number. 
For a one to one service call 
now. You'll notice the difference!! 

THE LINGFIELD 
CONSULTANCY 

♦♦♦ 

Vigilant House ♦ 120 Wilton Road 

♦ London SW1V 1 JZ ♦ 

♦ Phone: 0171-808 7136 ♦ 

♦ Fax: 0171-808 7137 4 

♦ Email: lingfield@hotmail.com ♦ 


RECEPTIONIST/PA 

An exciting m*w opportunity has been created In 
this go-ahead West End company dealing with 
media-based clients. 

Excellent organisation, telephone manner & 
personal presentation with a flexible, positive 
attitude is essential. 

Your role will be to support u busy sales team in 
all aspects of administration as well as reception 
dudes t no switchboard! 

Exceptional salary tenefits package. 
Please call Leich Barrett nr Laurie Teller on 

0171 436 0902 

( no agencies 1 
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To advertise in 
this section 
please call the 
Secretarial 
Team 
on 

0171 293 2547. 


Don’t be a candidate number. 
For a one to one service call 
now. You’ll notice the difference!* 

THE LINGFIELD 
CONSULTANCY 

♦♦♦ 

Vigilant House ♦ 120 Wilton Road 

♦ London SW1V 1 JZ ♦ 

♦ Phone: 0171-808 7136 ♦ 

♦ Fax: 0171-808 7137 4 

♦ Email: Iingfield@hotmail.com ♦ 


BEAVER HOUSING GROUP 

CHIEF EXECUTIVE’S 
DEPARTMENTAL SECRETARY 

Salary £15,760 - £18^64 pa 
Pius Benefits 

Beaver Housing is a highly successful and 
innovative housing society based in South East 
London along major public transport links. 

The post of Departmental Secretary will offer a job! 
with a variety of tasks and an opportunity to work on 
your own initiative. The postholder will provide 
support to die Chief Executive preparing Board 1 
papers, setting up document management systems, 
dealing with financial management, assisting with 
the preparation of publicity material as well as 
dealing with day to day correspondence. 

Applicants must be IT literate, have a good 
knowledge of Microsoft products, a flexible attitude 
to work combined with good administration skills. 
For a frill job description and application pack call 
our 24 boor recruitment line on 0181 297 7045 
dearly stating your name and address. 

Closing date for applications - 23rd April 1999. 

The post win be offered io (he 
bea applicant irrespective of 
ethnic origin, 
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1999 GRADUATES 


Various Locations £16k to £22k 
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Contact Paul Slough 
Telephone: 01442 870770 
Fex: 01442 879779 ° 
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New Films 


BEDROOMS & HALLWAYS <13, 96 mills I 

Director: P.y^ Trout* 

Starring: Kswn VcKidd. Jennifer Eh* 

Bedrooms & HuUicays Ihe latest offering from 
the This Life school of British film-making, sees 
Kevin McKidd’s giddy Londoner being pul through 
ail manner of romantic hoops in the run-up to 
his 30th birthday. Kev’s orientation arrow spins 
from gay to straight, his mates offer endless advice, 
and Simon Callow pops up as a New Agey men's 
group leader. Rose TVoche’s smooth direction 
and McKidd's winsome acting compensate for 
an often smug and tigh w eight script 
Wfeat End- ABC Shaftesbury Avenue, Clapham Pic- 
ture House Odean Kensington, , Odecm Mezzanine 
UC ! Whiteleys. Virgin Fulham Road, Virgin 
Haymarket Repertory: The Pullman Everyman 

A CIVIL ACTION <15. 115 mins> 

Director: Sic Zai'-ian 
Starring: Jo h n Tra-.o-'ia. Robert Du-^l 1 
John Travolta’s ambulance-chasing lawyer takes 
a shot at redemption in this complex and frequently 
absorbing courtroom saga that nonetheless 
raises inevitable comparisons with Sidney Lumet's 
The Verdict. Culled from a true story, A Civil 
Action spins a David-and- Goliath- style drama, in 
which blue-collar locals go head to head with the 
big corporations who poisoned their water. Zaillian 
negotiates the legal intricacies with ingenuity. 
West End: Clapham Picture House, Empire 
Leicester Square, UCI Whiteleys. Ifrgm Chelsea* 
Virgin Trocadero. And local cinemas 

THE FACULTY <15. 104 mins) 

Director: Robert Rodriguez 
Starring: Elijah Wood, Shawn Haiosy 
See The Independent Recommends, right 
West End Odeon Camden Town. Odeon 
Kensington, Odeon Marble Arch, Odeon Swiss 
Cottage, UCI Whiteleys, Virgin Chelsea, Virgin 
Trocadero, Warner Village West End. And 
local cinemas 

HIGH ART 118, 101 mins) 

Director. Lrsa Chotodenko 

Starring: Ally Sheedy. Radha Mitchell 

See T he. Independent Recommends , right 

West End: Curzon Soho, Ritzy Cinema, Screen 

on the Green 


NO (15. 85 mins) 

Director. Robert Lepage 
Starring: Anne- Mane Cadieuv. At*io Marlin 
Lepage's third feature obliquely spotlights Quebec's 
push for independence in 1970 with an absurdist 
parallel narrative that crosscuts between the 
trials of a troubled actress and her activist boy- 
friend. But its fascinating dements fail to gel; 
its scenes unravel; its reach exceeds its grasp. 
West End: ABC Swiss Centre. Burtncun Screen 

ORGAZMO <18. 90 mins> 

Director Tte\ Parkei 
Starring: Trey Parker 

Oryuzmo looks like the love-child of Boogie 
Sights and Flesh Gordon: a gambolling send-up 
of the pom indusuy. Parkc-r stars as a Mormon- 
htriied -skin -flick-superstar. Robin Lviuie plays the 
fiancee who stumbles upon his guilty secret 
Rest End : Plaza 

THE RED VIOLIN <15. 130 mins) 

Director: Franqois Girard 
Starring: Samuel L JatKon. Greu Scaccfii 
Girard's dais>- chain of liistorical vignettes follows 
the course of a cursed violin down through 
the centuries. Unfortunately, a thrift -shop budget 
leaves many of the period backdrops looking like 
cast-offs from a BBC schools programme. More 
crucially. Girard's bitty narrative leaves his film 
labouring in third gear throughout. 

West End Barbican Screen. Odeon Hajrmarfcet. 
Odeon Kensington. Odeon Swiss Cottage. 
Local Hampstead ABC 

SLAM <15. 99 mins) 

Director: Marc Levin 
Starring: Saul Williams, Sonia Sohn 
Even if slam-poetry's clanking rhymes make 
you want to “slam" the perpetrator's head in a car 
door; Marc Levin's drama still carries an emotional 
force. Saul Williams plays an Afro-American 
Everyman, busted on a drugs charge before find- 
ing freedom of expression through his rap stylings. 
Levin's story is preachy and simplistic-, earthy and 
earnest Much like slam-poetry itself 
West End: Metro. Ritzy Cinema. Local Holloway 
Odeon, New Stratford Picture House 

Xan Brooks 


GENERAL RELEASE 


AMERICAN HISTORY X <18. 119 mins) 

A liberal essay on right-wing fanaticism, this 
nonetheless indulges in some dubious Nazi chic 
as it charts the moral slide of a bluecoflar racist 
(Edward Norton). But it does boast a stu nning 
performance from Oscar-nominated Norton. West 
End: Odeon Camden Town, Odeon Kensington, 
OdemMaiUeAr^RitzyCinemayVOWhildeys. 
Virgin Trocadero , Warner Village West End. 
And local cinemas 

ARLINGTON ROAD (la, 117 mins) 

Mark Peliington's intrigumgly staged paranoia 
thriller sees Jeff Bridges' college prof bec om i n g 
suspicious about the antics of his outwardly 
respectable neighbour (Tim Robbins). West End: 
UCI Whiteleys, Vrrgm Trocadero, Warner Village 
West End. And local cinemas 

AN AUTUMN TALE (CONTE D’AUTOMNE) 

(U, 111 mins) 

Eric Rohmer's new romantic drama is airily 
elegiac and as warm as sunshine. West End: 
Chelsea Cinema, Curzon Soho, Renoir 

BLAST FROM THE PAST (12, 109 mins) 

Hugh Wilson’s Cold TOar satire begins promisingly 
enough, but it soon nosedives into brash 
predictability. With Alicia Sflverstone and Brendan 
Fraser West End.- Virgin Trocadero, Warner 
Vfflage West End. And local cinemas 

CENTRAL STATION <15, 110 mins) 

Central Station trails Fernanda Montenegro's 
retired sctxxdteacfaer and her abandoned nine-year 
old charge on a hunt for the boy’s missing father: 
West End- Curzon Mayfair, Gate Nottmg HUL 
Renoir. Ritzy Cinema, Screen on Baker Street 

FESTEM (THE CELEBRATION) (15, 106 mins) 
Filmed using natural light, natural sound and 
a hand-held camera, Fasten begins in a rush 
of pure, unfettered drama Its rawness is largely 
contrived, but by the end you’re too hooked to 
care. West End ABC Pardon Street 

GODS AND MONSTERS 05, 110 mins) 

See The Independent Recommends, above. West 
End: ABC Tottenham Court Road, Clapham 
Picture House, Curzon Bo/to, Screen on the HiQ, 
The Tricycle Cinema, Virgin Fulham Road 
Local- Neu> Stratford Picture House 


HILARY AND JACKIE (15, 121 nrins ) 

Radiel Griffiths and Emily SVatson sustain warts- 
and-all biopic of the Du Pr6 sisters, Hilary fshy 
married flautist) and Jacqueline (world-famous 
cellist). BfestEnd ABC Ponton Street 


UFE IS BEAUTIFUL (LA VITA E BELLA) 

(PG, 116 mins) 

Roberto BemgnTs comedy, in winch the wntM L 
director stars as a downing Jewish bookseller in 

fesdstltn^ 1^ End ABC Szmss Centre Ckgstom 

Picture House, Empire Leicester Square, Gate 
dotting HiH Curzon Minerna. Odeon K ensing ton, 
Odeon Mezzanine, Rite® Cinema, Screen on 
Baker Street, UCI Whiteleys, Virgin Chelsea, 
Virgin Haymarket And local cinemas 


• YOUNG (PG, 114 mins) 
mutant gorilla, ^ who hangs out in the 
> ^th his Tsrzan-type protector 


lKJ!Whitdey8,WrginChelseaAndlocalciTiemas 


THE NIGHT OF THE HUNTER (15. 92 mins) 
Charles Laughton's 1955 drama hinges on a 
legendary bit of screen villainy from Robert 
Mitchum as a murderous preacher. Wfest End 
Curzon Softo, Renoir 

PAYBACK (18. 102 mins) 

Revisiting the source that inspired John Boorman's 
Point Blank, this revenge thriller sends its 
double-crossed-and-left-for-dead anti-hero (Mel 
Gibson) on a mission to get his money back and 
to get even. Wfest End ABC Tottenham Court 
Road Odeon Camden 7b urn, Odeon Kensington, 
Odean Marble Arch, Odean Swiss Cottage. UC! 
Whiteleys. Virgin Fulham Road. Virgin Trocadero. 
Warner VUJage West End And local cinemas 

PLEASANTV1ULE <12, 124 mins) 

See The Independent Recommends, above. West 
End Plaza, Warner Village West End 

PLUNKETT AND MACLEANE (15, 101 mins) 
Plunkett and Maclean e are rakish Dick Turpins 
cutting a dash through 18 th-century society. 
Plunkett (Robert Carlyle) packs a pistol, while 
MadeaneCJonnyLeeMOler) romances a debutante 
CUv Tyler). Yet instead of a decent plot, director 
Jake Scott offers noise and pop-promo visuals. 
West End ABC Tottenham Court Road. Clapham 
Picture House, Notting Hid Coronet, Odeon 
Camden Town, Odeon Kensington, Odeon 
Leicester Square, Odeon Marble Arch, Odeon 
Swiss Cottage, Ritzy Cinema, UCI Whiteleys, 
Virgin Fulham Road And local cinemas 

THE RUG RATS MOVIE (D. 90 mins' 

Given the small-screen success of the Rugrats 
(cartoon toddlers up to no good), a feature-length 
foray was always in the offing. Kids, no doubt, will 
eat this up. Adults should simply grin and bear iL 
West End Odeon Marble Arch. Ritzy Cinema. UCI 
Whiteleys. Vrrgin Chelsea. Virgin Trocadero, 
Warner Village Wtest End. And local rinemus 

SHAKESPEARE IN LOVE (15, 123 mins) 

See The Independent Recommends, above. 
West End Odeon Marble Arch. Odecm Swiss 
Cottage, Plaza, Ritzy Cinema, The Tricycle 
Cinema, UCI Whiteleys. Virgin Fulham Road. 
Virgin Trocadero. Repertory: Riverside Studios 
Cinema And local cinemas 

TEA WITH MUSSOLINI (PG, 117 mins) 

Franco Zeffirelli’s Tfea with Mussolini ambles 
through its tale of dotty Brits (Maggie Smith, 
Judi Dench, Joan Plowright) adrift in Mussolini -era 
Tuscany. West End Empire Leicester Square, 
Odean Swiss Cottage. UCI Whiteleys. Repertory: 
phoerrix Cinema And local cinemas 

THE THIN RED LINE (15,170 rains) 

Terrence Malick's long-awaited return to 

^^fr prring isafabukiiis.ievErxstrudcwarfiIni.Acast 

of familiar faces (John Ttavolta, George Clooney) 
play second fiddle to the creeping narcotic mood. 
West End Odeon Mezzanine, Virgin HaymariteL 
Local- Richmond Odean Studio 


WAKING NED (PG, 91 mins) 

Good news: Ned, a salt-of-the-earth resident of 
TuIIymore, has won the lottery. Bad news: Ned is 
dead. Cue a rattle-bag of comedic misadventures 
as two local scallywags scheme to get their paws 
on the loot Wfest End Odean Camden 7bum. Odeon 
Kensington, Odean Marble Arch, Odeon Wfest 
End, Vtrgtu Chelsea. Repertory: Watermans 

Arts Centre. And local cinemas 


THE INDEPENDENT RECOMMENDS 

The Five Best Films the five best Plays the five best Shows 


Gods and Monsters (1 5) 

A droll speculation on the ijs.t days of I'J.'os honor 
aiiicur Janies Whale (Ian McKellen), who is rracrviiNeJ 
hy thi: alluring lomi of his Beverly Hills eardencr 
(Brendan Fraser). Director Bill Con. I. -a »\m ar. Oscar 
lor Best Adapted Screenplay. 

Pleasantville (12) 

Two Nineties teenagers are "sucked'" into u Liv* »unte 
Fillies sitcom and e\ert a dramatic influence on iis con- 
formist black-and-white idyll. A uim parable about 
prejudice and change. 

High Art (1 8) 

A portrait of the artist as leshian screw-up, Lisa 
Chiilodenkiis bitterly winy take on New York living 
(and dyiii”) boasts one of the performances of ihe year 
from Ally Sheedy. 

The Faculty (15) 

Kevin Williamson does tt again with this sci-fi tale of 
alien it waders. Beautiful people, a sharp script, 
.subversive morals. Piper Laurie... Why can't all teen 
films be like this'.' 

Shakespeare in Love (1 5) 

This enjoyable. Oscar-laden historical 
nimp (rty/U) suguests how romance 
fired Shakespeare with the inspiration 
for Rortwo and Juliet. Joseph Fiennes 
and Gwyneth Paltrow (Best Actress) 
head an impressive cast. 

Anthony Quinn and Charlottl O’Sullivan 


Good (Donmar 
Warehouse, London} 

Starring Chx'lcs Dance. CP 
Taylor's play indu) about 
acconmtirdalions wiJi conscience 
» revived in a sensitive production 
by Michael Grand aye. to 22 Mr? 

Gross Indecency 

(Gielgud Theatre. London) 

The artfully fractured furm of Muises Kaufman's 
compelling play about Oscar Wilde manages to present 
the writer in sill his eompleriiy. Booking w 5 Jut : 

Forbidden Broadway 

(Jermyn SrreetTheatre. London) 

Deliciously spiteful and tremendously funny selection 
i*! musical theatre spiKit's from Sondheim to The Lion 
Kin-i'. iu Elaine ?a:ge. To Jo May 

Colctmbe (Salisbury Playhouse) 
Up-and-coming director Jonathan Church sicn> off 
at Salisbury with the characteristically tK'Id and 
imaginative choice of an Anouilh comedy set in 
Paris's theatrical demi-monde. To 17 j A pril 

Unde Vanya 

(Mercury Theatre. Colchester) 

Gregory Floy stars in the Chekhov classic - the 
second leg of Mercury Theatre's brave experiment in 
forming a resident ensemble of actors for nine 
months of the year. 7i> 24 April 

Paul Taylor 


Jackson Pollock (Tate Gallery) 

Biy. revelatory retrospective for the wild hero of 
Abstract Expre-ssiunism (going on Old Master «. 
legendary for his great drip paintings, but 
virtually unknown here for -to years. To tih.n 

Portraits by Ingres (Nadonal Gallery) 

Some of the smanest. most intent- portntiture- ever. 
Men as icons of power; women as esuuisile n:-.luu^:s 
of flesh and fabric. 7i> 25 Apr 

Henri Michaux 

(kl/b/recbape/ Gallery) 

He travelled. He wrote. He took drugs. And. inspired by 
grief and mcscalin, he created amazing, wobbly b-.ihbly 
uibbh- scribbh Fmc-grain line drawincs. To 25 Apr 

Andreas Gursky 

(Dean Gallery, Edinburgh) 

Photographs ! 9*4-9$ Irish! f. 
huge, panoramic, hyh-finish. 
micro-detailed, digitally 
manipulated images of our world 
-stock-exchange floor, cityscape, 
hotel foy er. Vistas of more than 
the eye can see. To la May 

Antony Gormley’s ‘Reid’ 

(FirstsiteatCulverSt. Colchester) 

One of the great hits of the decade: a sea of 40,fto0 
pint-sized clay men - obedient, expectant, menacing, 
and stopping dead in a line at your feet. To 3 May 

TOM Ll'BBOCK 





CINEMA 

WEST END 

ABC PANTON STREET 

(0670-90? 0*04) e Piccadilly 
Ciicvs Elizabeth 7.1 5pm. 5 15pm. 
8 10pm Festen I 15pm. 3.40pm. 
0pm. 8.35pm Hilary and Jackie 
2 25pm. 5.25pm. 8.20pm The 39 
Steps (1935 Version] 1.25pm. 
3. 30pm. 6.1 0pm. 8.45pm 

ABC PICCADILLY 

(0171-437 3561] e Piccadilly 
Circus Affliction 1 pm. 3.30pm. 
6pm, 8.30pm Lock. Stock & Two 
Smoking Barrels 1 ,15pm, 3.45pm, 
6.10pm. 8.35pm 

ABC SHAFTESBURY AVENUE 

(0870-902 0402) e Leicester 
Square Bedrooms and Hallways 
1.15pm. 3.30pm. 6.05pm. 
8.45pm Elizabeth 1 45pm. 
5.30pm, 8.25pm 

ABC SWISS CENTRE 

(0870-902 0403] O Leicesrei 

Square^Piccadilly Circus Hideous 
Kinky 1.50pm. 4.05pm. 6.15pm. 
8.35pm Jenseits der Stille 
1.40pm. 4.10pm. 6 30pm. 8.50pm 
No 1.20pm. 3.10pm. 5pm. 7pm. 
8.55pm La Vita e Bella 1.20pm. 
3.45pm. 6 10pm. 8.40pm 

ABC TOTTENHAM COURT ROAD 

(i?870-902 0414) O Tottenham 
Court Road Gods and Monsters 
1 10pm, 3.50pm. 6.55pm. 9.25pm 
Payback 1.45pm. 4.1 0pm. 6.35pm. 
9.10pm Plunkett and Madeane 

I , 25pm. »ipm. 6.45pm. 9 35pim 

BARBICAN SCREEN 

<0171-638 889 1 ) O- Moor gate N6 
6.15pm. 8.40pm The Red Violin 
6pm. 8 40pm 

CHELSEA CINEMA 

(0171-351 3742) ■©■ S leant Square 
Conte d’Auiomne 1 35pm. 
3.55pm. 6.25pm. 8.45pm 

CLAPHAM PICTURE HOUSE 

<0171-498 332 3) e Clapham 

Common Bedrooms and Hallways 
5.20pm. 9.30pm A Bug’s Life 
1pm A Civil Action 1.30pm. 4pm. 
6 40pm. 9.10pm Gods and 

Monsters 9.20pm Plunketr and 
Madeane 2pm. 4 70pm. 6 50pm. 
9pm The 39 Steps (1935 
Version) 3 20pm. 7.30pm La Vita 
e Bella 2pm. 4.30pm. 7pm 

CURZON MAVRUR 

(0171-369 1720) ■©• Gieen Paifc 
Central 5tation 1.30pm. 3 45pm. 
6.15pm. 8.45pm 

CURZON SOHO 

<0171-734 2255 (7 2n^-Dn-6pm|! 
■© Leiteswi Squat e "lou «nh.wn 

Court Rond Conte d’Automne 
2pm. 4.15pm. 6.30pm Gods and 
Monsters 4.30pm. 9 30pm High 
Art 2pm. 4.45pm. 7pm. 
9.20pm Night of the Hunter 
2.15pm. 7.15pm 

EMPIRE LEICESTER SOU ARE 

(0990-8889901 ©■ Leicester 

Square A Civil Action 1 2 45pm. 
3.25pm. 6.15pm. 9pm La Vita e 
Bella I2ni5dn. 2 45pm. 5.45pm. 
8.30pm Tea with Mussolini 
12.30pm. 3 1 5pm. 6pm. 8 45pm 

GATE NOTTING HILL 

(0171-727 4043] €► Nottmg Hill 
Gate Central Station 1 35pm. 
6.25pm La Vita e Bella 
3.55pm. 8.45pm 

METRO 

(0171-734 1506} d Pi-. l ad’ll v 
Circu5/Leice5ter Square Aprile 
3pm. 5pm. 7pm. 9pm Slam 2pm. 
4.1 5pm. 6.30pm. 8.45pm 

CURZON MJNEMA 

(0171-369 1723) ^ Hyde Rut 
Comer/Knighrsbiidge La Vita e 
Bella 3pm. 6.30pm. 8- 50pm 

NOTTING HILL CORONET 

(0171-727 6705) O Notim.q Hrll 
Gate Plunkett and Madeane 
3.30pm. 6pm. 8.50pm 

ODEON CAMDEN TOWN 

(08705-050007) «■ Camden Town 
American History X 2 40pm. 
5.40pm, 8.35pm A Bug's 

Ufe 12.10pm The Faculty 

II. 50am. 2.1 5pm. 4 30pm. 

6.45pm, 9pm Payback u 45am. 
2.10pm. 4.25pm. 6 40pm. 

9.05pm Plunkett and Madeane 
1 1.40am. I 55pm. 4 10pm. 
6.25pm. 8.40pm This Year's 
Lave 12.20pm. 4 30pm. 8.40pm 
Waking Ned 2 35pm. 6 50pm 


ODEON HAYMARKET 

(08705-050007) & Piccadilly 

Circus The Red Violin 2pm. 

5 30pm. 8 25pm 

ODEON KENSINGTON 

(08705-050007) e High Street 
Kensington Bedrooms and 
Hallways 2.50pm. 5.15pm. 

7.40pm. 1 0.05pm A Bug’s Life 

ipm The Faculty 1.30pm, 4pm. 

6 40pm. 9.20pm Mighty Joe 

1 2.10pm Payback 7.15pm. 

9,50pm Plunkett and Madeane 
2pm. 4.30pm. 6.55pm. 9.25pm 
The Red Violin 12. 05pm. 
3 . 1 0pm. 6. 1 5pm. 9. 2 0pm La Vita 
t Bella 3.50pm. 6 35pm. 9.20pm 
Waking Ned 2.45pm. 5pm 

ODEON LEICESTER SQUARE 

(08705-050007) O Leicester 

Square Plunkett and Macleane 
1 .40pm. 4pm. 6.25pm. 8 50pm 

ODEON MARBLE ARCH 

(08705-050007) O Marble Arch 
A Bug’s Life 12 noon The Faculty 
1pm. 3.35pm. 6.1 0pm. 8.55pm 
Mighty Joe 1.10pm. 3.50pm 

Payback ?.!5pm. 3 40pm. 

6.25pm. 9.05pm Plunkett and 
Macleane 2.10pm. 4 30pm. 

6.50pin. 915pm The Rugrats 
Movie 1 10pm. 3.10pm. 5.05pm 
Shakespeare in Love 6.20pm. 
9.10pm waking Ned 7pm. 9.10pm 

ODEON MEZZANINE 

(08705-050007! O Leicester 
Squat r Bedrooms and Hallways 

2 10pm. 4.15pm 6.25pm. 8.35pm 

A Bug's Life 2pm. 4.10pm 
Elizabeth 12 35pm. 3.05pm. 

5.35pm. 8.20pm The Thin Red 
Line 12 55pm. 4 1 5pm. 7 40pm 
This Year’s Love 6 20pm. 8 4upm 
La Vita e Bella 1 2.45pm. 3 20pm. 
6pm. 3 40pm 

ODEON SWISS COTTAGE 

(08705-050007) ■©■ Swiss Cor rage 
A Bug's Life 1 30pm The Faculty 
1 05pm. 3.50pm. 6 25pm. 9.50pm 
Mighty Joe 12.40pm Payback 
3.45pm. 6 1 5pm. 8 45pm Plunkett 
and Macleane 1 1 5pm. 3 45pm. 

6 1 5pm. S 45pm The Red Violin 

12 05pm. 2.45pm. 5 30pm. 

3 20pm Shakespeare in Love 3pm. 

5 45pm. 8 25pm Tea with 

Mussolini 12.30pm. 3 10pm. 

5.50pm. 8.30pm 

ODEON WEST END 

(ufc7G5-050007| e Leicestei 
Square Little Voice 6 30pm. 
8.55pm Mighty Joe 12.55pm. 
3.25p>m Waking Ned l 40pm. 
4.05pm. 6.35pm. 9pm 

PEPSI I MAX CINEMA 

(0171-494 41531 & Piccadilly 
Circus Blue Planet 12 35pm 
Everest 4.45pm. 9 05pm I-- Sln:<u. 
More) L5 - The First City in Spate 
(3-D) 2.40pm. 7pm T-Rex: Back to 
the Cretaceous (3-D) 1 1 30am. 
1.35pm. 5.50pm. 8pm. 10 I C'pm 

PLAZA 

(0990-888990) «■ Piccadilly Circus 
Orgazmo 1 2 45pm. 3 1 5pm. 

5.30pm. apm Patch Adams 
1 2.30pm Pleasantville 3pm Saving 
Private Ryan 12.15pm. 4 15pm. 

7 45pm Shakespeare in Love 
f 2noon. 2.45pm. 6pm. 8.50pm 

RENOIR 

fOl 71-837 8402) ■© Russell Square 
Central Station 1.1 5pm. 6 *Opm 
Conte d’Automne l 35pm. 
3.55pm. 6.25pm. 6.45pm Nighr of 
the Hunter 4 35pm, 9pm 

RITZY CINEMA 

(0171-733 2229) 8P.O Bii-ton 
American History X 9 30pm 
Central Station 2 05pm. 6 50pm 
High Art 12 30pm. 2 45pm. 5pm. 
7.10pm. 9.25pm {* Sheri Angdl 
Insomnia Ipm Plunkett and 
Madeane 12 10pm. 2 25pm. 

4.45pm. 7.05pm. 9.20pm 

(t Short Anrnrakausl The Rugrats 
Movie 12.45pm. 2 35pm. 4 25pm 
Shakespeare in Love 7pm Slam 
2.55pm. 5 05pm. / 15pm. 9 30pm 
La Vita 4 Bella 4 20pm, 9. 1 upm 

SCREEN ON BAKER STREET 

(0171-535 3772) G- Baker Slice! 
Central Station 3 50pm. 6 20pm. 

8 45pm La Vita e Bella 3 40pm. 
6.10pm. 8.35pm 

SCREEN ON THE GREEN 

(0171-226 3520) ^ Angd High 
Art 4.25pm. 6 40pm. 8.55pm 
{ + Short; Eva) Little Voice 2 30pm 

SCREEN ON THE HILL 

10171-435 3366) 6 Beisize Park 
Elizabeth 3.20pm Gods and 
Monsters 6.40pm. 8 55pm 


THE TRICYCLE CINEMA 

<0171-328 10001 Kilbum 

A Bug's Life 1.30pm. 4pm 
Gods and Monsters 9.1 5pm 
Shakespeare in Love 7pm 

UCI WHITELEYS 

(0870-605 4567) O Bayswater 
Bedrooms and Hallways 2pm. 
4.30pm. 7.10pm. 9.45pm A Bug’s 
life 1pm A Civil Action 1.15pm. 
4pm. 6.40pm. 9.10pm The Faculty 
1.45pm. 4.20pm. 7pm. 9.25pm 
Mighty Joe 1.30pm Payback 
3.50pm. 6.30pm. 9.4Spm Plunkett 
and Madeane 12.30pm. 2.40pm. 
4.50pm. 7.20pm. 9.40pm The 
Rugrats Movie ! 2.15pm, 2.20pm. 
4.10pm Shakespeare in Love 
6.10pm. 9pm Tea with Mussolini 
12.30pm, 3.30pm. 6.20pm, 

9.10pm La Vita e Bella 12noon. 

3 10pm, 6pm. 8.50pm 

VIRGIN CHELSEA 

(0870-907 0710) e Sloane 

Square/South Kensington A Civil 
Action 12.45pm. 3pm. 6.30pm. 
9pm The Faculty 1pm. 3.45pm, 
6.1 5pm. 8.45pm La Vita e Bella 
12.45pm. 3.15pm. 6pm. 8.30pm 
Waking Ned 1.15pm. 3.30pm. 
5.45pm. 0.15pm 

VIRGIN FULHAM ROAD 

(0870-907 0711) O- South 

Kensington Bedrooms and 
Hallways 1pm. 3.30pm. 6.50pm. 
9 10pm Gods and Monsters 
1.20pm. 3 40pm. 6.10pm. 3. 40pm 
Payback 1 40pm. 4 10pm. 

6.50pm. 9.20pm Plunkett and 
Madeane 12.1 0pm. 2.30pm. 
4.50pm. 7 10pm. 9.30pm 

Shakespeare In Love 2pm. 
5.30pm. 8.15pm Vbu've Got M@il 
2.40pm. 5.20pm. 8pm 

VIRGIN HAYMARKET 

(0870-907 071 2| Piccadilly 
Circus Bedrooms and Hallways 
3.15pm. 6 45pm. 9.15pm The 
Thin Red Line 2.45pm. 8pm 
La Vita e Bella 2pm. 6.15pm. 9pm 

VIRGIN TROCADERO 

(0870-907 07 i 6) •©■ Piccadilly 
Circus American History X 
S. 1 Opm Arlington Road 6pm. 
8.30pm Blast from the Past 
12.40pm. 3 20pm. 5.20pm A 

Bug's Life 12 1 5prr, A Civil Action 
12 05pm. 2 15pm. 4.30pm. 

6.45pm. 9pm The Faculty 
12 10pm. 2.25pm. 4.35pm. 

6.50pm. 9.05pm Payback 

1 2 noon. 2 55pm. 5.55pm. 8.55pm 
The Rugrats Movie 11.55am. 
1.50pm. 3.50pm Shakespeare In 
Love 12.35pm. 3 05pm. 5.45pm. 

8 25pm The Texas Chainsaw 

Massacre 2.20pm. 4.25pm. 

6 40pm. 6 45pm 

WARNER VILLAGE WEST END 

(0171-437 4343) e- Leicester 
Square American History X 
1 2.30pm. 3. 1 5pm. 6 20pm 

9 05pm Arlington Road 

12 10pm. 3.10pm. 6.15pm. 

9.10pm Blast from the Past 
12 55pm. 3 25pm. 6.05pm. 

8.40pm A Bug’s Life 12.20pm. 
2 35pm. 4.50pm The Faculty 

1 30pm. 4pm. 6.30pm. 9pm The 

Opposite of Sex 7.25pm. 
9.45pm Payback li.30am. ipm. 
2pm. 3 30pm. 4 30pm. 6pm. 
7pm. 8 30pm. 9.30pm 

Pleasantville 9.2 Opm The 
Rugrats Movie 1.20pm. 3.20pm, 

5 20pm. 7 20pm You’ve Got 
MiSiJ 12.50pm. 3 30pm. 6.10pm. 
8.50pm 

Cinema 

LONDON LOCUS 

ACTON 

PARK ROYAL WARNER VILLAGE 

(0181-896 0066) e Part Royal 
American History X 9.20pm 
Arlington Road lOpm Blast from 
the Past 1 70pm 3.50pm, 

6 2 0pm 9.10pm A Bug's Life 
1 1 10am. l ,20pm A Civil Action 
1 1 20am 2pm. 4 40pm. 7 10pm. 
9 40pm The Faculty 2.20pm, 

4 50pm. 7.30pm. 9 50pm Jack 

Frost I2n«n Madeline 1 1.15am 
Mighty Joe Ham. 1.40pm. 
4.15pm Payback 1.30pm. 4pm. 
6.40pm. 9pm Plunkett and 
Macleane 1 1.30am. 150pm. 
4 30pm, 7pm. 9 30pm The Prince 
of Egypt 12.30pm The Rugrats 
Movie 10 50am. 12.40pm, 

2 30pm. 4 30pm. 6 50pm Shake- 
speare in Love 3 30pm, 6.10pm, 
8.50pm Waking Ned 2.10pm, 
4 20pm, 6.30pm. 3.40pm You've 
Got M@if 7.20pm 


BARNET 

ODEON (08705-050007) e High 
Barnet The Faculty Apm. 6.20pm. 
8.30pm La Vita e Bella 1.45pm 
Little Vbice 6.40pm Mighty joe 
1 2.30pm. 2.45pm Payback 6.50pm. 
8.50pm Plunkett and Macleane 

I. 30pm. 4.15pm. 7pm. 9pm 
The Rugrats Movie 12 noon. 2pm, 
5pm Shakespeare in Love 8.45pm 
waking Ned 2.50pm. 4.45pm. 
7.15pm, 9.15pm 

BECKENHAM 

ABC (0870-902 0412) BR: Beck- 
enham Junction A Bug’s Life 
1 I Opm. 6.10pm The Faculty 
2.20p<n. 6.35pm. 8.50pm Madeline 
12.15pm, 4.35pm Plunkett and 
Madeane 6.15pm, 8.40pm The 
Rugrats Movie 12.10pm. 2.10pm. 
4.10pm Shakespeare in Love 
3.25pm. 8.20pm 

BEJUEYHEATH 

CINEWORLD (0181-303 1550) 
BR: Bexleyheath The Add House 
4.30pm. 9.30pm Blast From the 
Past 2.30pm. 5.05pm. 7.30pm. 
9.50pm A Bug's Life 11am. 1pm. 
3pm A Civil Action 1.30pm. 
4.05pm. 6.40pm. 9.20pm The 
Faculty 1. 55pm. 4.20pm. 6.45pm. 
9. 1 5pm Jack Frost 1 2noon Made- 
line 1 1 .30am Mighty Joe 1 1.30am. 
2pm. 7pm Plunkett and Madeane 
12.20pm. 4.50pm. 7.20pm. 

9.35pm The Rugrats Movie 

I I. 05am. 1 1.50am. 1pm. 1 50pm. 
2.55pm. 4pm. 6pm. 6pm Shake- 
speare in Love 5pm. 7.30pm. 
9.55pm Waking Ned 1.45pm. 
3.45pm. 5.45pm. 7.45pm. 9.45pm 

BROMLEY 

ODEON (08705-050007) 

BR: Bromley North A Bug's Life 
12 noon The Faculty 2.45pm, 
5 50pm. 8.20pm Mighty Joe 
1 25pm. 3.50pm Payback 6.10pm. 
8.45pm Plunkett and Macleane 
12.50pm. 3.15pm. 6.15pm. 8.40pm 
The Rugrats Movie 12.15pm. 
2.15pm. 4.15pm. 6.35pm Waking 
Ned 8.50pm 

CATFORD 

ABC 10181-461 1278) BR: Catford 
A Bug’s Life 12.30pm The Facul- 
ty 2.45pm. 5.45pm. 8.30pm Plun- 
kett and Macleane 6.10pm. 
B.40pm The Rugrats Movie 
12.15pm. 2.1 5pm. 4.15pm 

CROYDON 

FAIRFIELD HALLS (0181-688 
9291) BP: East Croydon Little 
Voice 7.45pm 

SAFARI (0181 -688 3422} BR: West 
Croydon A Bug's Life 12.30pm 
A Civil Action 5.20pm. 8.20pm The 
Faculty 5.30pm. 8.10pm Mighty Joe 
12.20pm. 2.40pm The Rugrats 
Movie 1pm. 3- ICipm (Making Ned 
2.45pm. 5.35pm 

WARNER VILLAGE (0181-680 
3090) BR: East Croydon Arlington 
Road 8.50pm Blast from the 
Past 1.10pm, 3.30pm, 6pm. 
8.30pm A Bug's Life 10.45am. 
12.50pm. 2.55pm A Civil Action 

I . 50pm, 4.20pm, 6.50pm. 9.15pm 
The Faculty 5.10pm, 7.30pm. 
9.50pm Jack Frost 10.40am 
Madeline 1 0.50am Mignty Joe 

II. 40am. 2.1 Opm. 4.40pm Pay- 
back 11.2Ciam. 1.40pm. 4.10pm, 
6.30pm. 9pm Plunkett and 
Macleane D.lOam. 1.30pm, 
3 50pm. 7.20pm, 9.40pm The 
Prince of Egypt 1 1 ,30am The Ru- 
grats Movie 10.30am. 12.30pm, 
2.30pm. 4.30pm. 7pm Shake- 
speare In Love 6.1 Opm. 8.30pm 
Waking Ned 1pm. 3.20pm, 
5.30pm, 7.40pm. 9. 50pm 

DAGENHAM 

WARNER VILLAGE (01 81 -592 
2020) O' Dagenham Heathway 
American History X 9.40pm 
Arlington Road 9.50pm Blast 
from the Past 1.20pm. 3.50pm. 
6.20pm, B. 50pm A Bug’s 
Life 10.50am. Ipm A 
Civil Action 1.40pm. 4.20pm. 
7.10pm. 9.40pm The Faculty 

I. 30pm, 4pm. 6.40pm. 9pm 
Jack Frost 11.50am Madeline 

II. 10am Mighty Joe 11am, 

I. 50pm. 4.25pm Payback 

I I. 40am. 2pm. 4.30pm. 6.50pm, 
9.20pm Plunkett and Macleane 
12.10pm. 2.30pm. 5pm. 7.05pm. 
9.30pm The Prince of Egypt 
T1 20am The Rugrats Movie 
10.40am, 12,40pm. 2.40pm. 
4.40pm. 7pm 5hakespeare in 
Love 3.10pm, 5.50pm. 8.30pm 
Waking Ned 2.10pm. 4.10pm, 
6.30pm, 8.40pm You've Got 
M&ii 7 20pm 


EALING 

VIRGIN UXBRIDGE ROAD (0870- 
907 07 1 9) BR/-G Ealing Broadway 
A Bug's Life 1.10pm The Faculty 
3.30pm. 6.20pm. S.50pm Mighty 
Joe 1 pm. 3.30pm Payback 6.40pm. 
9pm Plunkett and Macleane 
6.30pm. 8.50pm The Rugrats 
Movie 12.30pm. 2.30pm. 4.30pm 

EDMONTON 

LEE VALLEY UCI 12 (0990- 
888990) ■e Tottenham Hale Ar- 
lington Road 9.35pm A Bug’s Life 
3.10pm A Civil Action 2.15pm. 
4.40pm. 7.10pm, 9.45pm The Fac- 
ulty 2.30pm. 4.50pm. 7.20pm. 
9.30pm Madeline 1 2noon Mighty 
Joe 3.40pm Payback 2pm. 4.20pm, 
6.50pm. 9.10pm Plunkett and 
Madeane 1.50pm. 4.10pm. 7pm. 
9.20pm The Rugrats Movie 
2.10pm, 14.50pm. 4.30pm. 

5.15pm. 6.40pm. 7.30pm Shake- 
speare in Love 3.30pm, 6pm. 
8.40pm Tea with Mussolini 6. 1 Opm 
La Vita e Bella 8.50pm Waking Ned 
4pm. 6.30pm. 8.35pm 

ELEPHANT AND CASTLE 

CORONET [0171 -703 4968) e Ele- 
phant £ Castle The Faculty 3.40pm . 
6.10pm. 8.45pm Plunkett and 
Macleane 3.30pm, 6pm. 8.50pm 

FELMAM 

CINEWORLD THE MOVIES [0181- 
867 0555) BR: Feltham Aarzoo 
11.03am. 3pm. 6.20pm. 9.40pm 
American History X 8.30pm Anarl 
No 1 3.ii0pm. 9.15pm Blast from 
che Past 1 1 .20am. 1 .40pm, 
4. 1 0pm, 6.40pm. 9pm A Bug's Life 
1 0.303m. 1 2 .35pm. 2 .40pm A Civ- 
il Action 11.20am. 1.50pm. 
4.20pm, 7pm. 9.30pm Oil To Pa- 
gal Hal 11.15am. 6.05pm The Fac- 
ulty 11.50am. 2.10pm. 4.30pm. 
6.45pm. 9.1 5pm International Khl- 
ladi 3.15pm. 6.30pm. 9.55pm 
Jaanam Samjha Karo 11.25am. 
2.45pm. 6.10pm. 9.35pm Jack 
Rost 1 1. 40am Kuch Kuch Hota Hai 
2.50pm. 9.20pm The Last Days of 
Disco 12.20am Madeline 10.50am. 
12.50pm Mighty Joe 10.40am. 
1.15pm. 3.50pm. 6.15pm Patch 
Adams 11am. 1 ,20pm. 7pm Pay- 
back 2pm. 4.30pm. 6.50pm. 
9.20pm. 1 0pm Plunkett and 
Madeane 1 1 05am. 1 . 1 0pm. 5pm. 
7.15pm. 9.30pm The Rugrats 
Movie 11 am. !2noon. 1pm. 2m, 
3pm. 4pm. 6pm. 8pm Shakespeare 
in Love 4.45pm. 7.20pm. 9.50pm 
Waking Ned 3.05pm. 5.10pm. 
7.10pm. 9.15pm 

FINCHLEY 

WARNER VILLAGE (0181-446 
9344) East Flnchley-'Finchley 
Central Arlington Road 9.20pm 
Blast from the Past Ipm. 3.40pm. 
6.10pm. 9.50pm A Bug’s Life 
10.30am. 12.50pm A Civil Action 

I. 10pm. 3.50pm. 6.20pm. 9pm 
The Faculty 3.15pm. 6.40pm. 
9 lOpm Jack Frost 1 0.4Ciam La Vita 
e Bella 6.30pm Madeline 1 1 20am 
Mighty Joe 1 0,30am. 1.40pm. 
4.20pm Payback Ham. 1.30pm. 
4pm. 6pm. 8 40pm Plunkett and 
Madeane 1 1.30am. 2pm. 4.30pm. 
6.55pm. 9.30pm The Prince of 
Egypt 1 0.50am The Rugrats Movie 

I I. 10pm. 1.75pm. 3.30pm Shake- 
speare in Love 7pm. 9.50pm 
Waking Ned 1.50pm. 4.t40pm. 
7.10pm. 9.40pm 

FINCHLEY ROAD 

WARNS* VILLAGE [01 71 -604 31 10) 
e Finchley Road Arlington Road 
9.35pm Blast from the Past T 1am. 
1.25pm. 3.55pm. 6.25pm. 9pm 
A Bug’s Life 1 1 J!0am. 1 .40pm A Civ- 
il Action 1.15pm. 3.50pm. 6.30pm. 
9.15pm The Faculty 3.45pm, 
6.20pm. 2 45pm Madeline 1 1 45am 
Mighty Joe 1 0.50am. 1.25pm Ray- 
back 2pm. ,4.25pm. 7pm. 9.30pm 
Plunkett and Macleane 1.20pm. 
3.40pm. 6.15pm. 8.40pm The Ru- 
grats Movie 11.30am. 1.30pm. 
3.30pm. 5.30pm. 7.40pm Shake- 
speare in Love 4pm. 6.40pm, 9.25pm 
Waking Ned 12.40pm. 2.55pm. 
5.15pm. 7.25pm. 9.40pm 

GOLDERS GREEN 
GOLDERS GREEN ABC <0181- 
455 1724) O' Golders Green 
A Civil Action 2.45pm, 8.35pm 
The Rugrats Movie 5.15pm 

HAMMERSMITH 
VIRGIN [0870-907 07 1 8) O- Raven- 
scourt Park The Faculty 
1.20pm. 3.50pm. 6.30pm. 9pm 
Mighty Joe 12noon. 3.10pm Pay- 
back 3.15pm. 6.30pm. 9pm Plun- 
kett and Madeane 6.20pm. 
8.45pm The Rugrats Movie 
l. 30pm. 3.40pm 
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THE WEDNESDAY REVIEW 

^ incident u Aprils 





Cinema 

West end 

ABC PANTON STREET 

(0870-902 0404) © Piccadilly 
Circus Elizabeth 2.15pm, 5.15pm. 
8.1 0pm Fes ten 1 . 1 5pm. 3.40pm, 
6pm, 8.35pm Hilary and Jackie 
2.25pm. 5.25pm. 8.20pm The 39 
Steps (1935 Version) 1.25pm. 
3.30pm, 6.T0pm. 8.45pm 

ABC PICCADILLY 

(0171-437 3561) © Piccadilly 
Circus Affliction 1pm. 3.30pm, 
6pm, 8.30pm Lock, Stock 6 Two 
Smokihg Barrels 1 .15pm, 3.45pm, 
6.10pm. 8.35pm 

ABC SHAFTESBURY AVENUE 

(0870-902 0402) © Leicester 
Square Bedrooms and Hallways 
1.15pm. 3.30pm. 6.05pm, 
8.45pm Elizabeth 1.45pm. 
5.30pm. 8.25pm 

ABC SWISS CENTRE 

'0870-902 0403) © Leicester 

Square/Piccadilly arcus Hideous 
Kinky 1.50pm. 4.05pm. 6.15pm. 
8.35pm Jenseits tier Stille 
1.40pm. 4.1Cipm. 6.30pm. 8.50pm 
No 1.20pm, 3.10pm. 5pm, 7pm, 
S. 55pm La Vita e Bella 1.20pm, 
3.45pm, 6.10pm. 3.40pm 

ABC TOTTENHAM COURT ROAD 

(0870-902 0414) © Tottenham 
Court Road Gods and Monsters - 
1.10pm. 3.50pm. 6.55pm. 9.25pm 
Payback 1.45pm. 4.10pm. 6.35pm. 
9. 1 0pm Plunkett and MacJeane 
1.25pm. 4pm. 6.45pm. 9.35pm 

BARBICAN SCREEN 

10171-638 8891) e Moorgace N6 
6.15pm. S.40pm The Red Violin 
6pm. 8.40pm 

CHELSEA CINEMA 

(0171-351 3742) © Sloane Square 
Conte d’Automne 1.35pm. 

3 55pm. 6.25pm. 8.45pm 

CLAPHAM PICTURE HOUSE 

(0171-498 3323} © Clapham 
Common Bedrooms and Hallways 
5 20pm. &.30pm A Bug’s Life 
1 pm A Civil Action 1 ,30pm. 4pm. 
6.40pm. 9.10pm Gods and 

Monsters 9.20pm Plunkett and 
Madeane 2pm. 4.20pm. 6.50pm. 
9pm The 39 Steps (1935 
Version) 3.20pm. 7.30pm La Vita 
e Bella 2pm. 4.30pm. 7pm 

CURZON MAYFAIR 

(0171-369 1720) © Green Park 
Central Station 1.30pm. 3.45pm. 

6. 1 5pm. 8.45pm 

CURZON SOHO 

{0171-734 2255 (12noon-6pm)> 
© Leicester Square Tottenham 
Court Road Conte d’Automne 
2pm. 4,15pm. 6.30pm Gods and 
Monsters 4.30pm. 9.30pm High 
Art 2pm. 4.45pm. 7pm. 
9.20pm Night of the Hunter 
2.15pm. 7.15pm 

EMPIRE LEICESTER SQUARE 

(0990-888990) © Leicester 

Square A Civil Action 12.45pm. 
3.25pm. 6.15pm. 9pm La Vita e 
Sella i 2 noon. 2.45pm. 5.45pm. 
8.30pm Tea with Mussolini 
12.30pm. 3.15pm. 6pm. 8.45pm 

GATE WOTTING HILL 

(0171-727 4043) © Netting Hill 
Gate Central Station 1.35pm. 
6.25pm La Vita e Bella 
l 55pm. 8.45pm 

METRO 

10171-734 1506] © Piccadilly 
Circus/ Leicester Square Aprile 
3pm. Spm. 7pm. 9pm Slam 2pm. 
4.15pm. 6.30pm, 3.45pm 

CURZON MINEMA 

(0171-369 1723) <9 Hyde Park 
Comer/Knighcsbridge La Vita e 
Bella 3pm. 6.30pm. S.50pm 

HOTTING HILL CORONET 

(0171-727 6705) © Not ting Hill 
Gate Plunkett and Madeane 
3.30pm. 6pm. 8.50pm 

ODEON CAMDEN TOWN 

(08705-050007) © Camden Town 
American History X 2.40pm. 
5.40pm. 8.35pm A Bug's 

life 12.10pm The Faculty 
1 1.50am. 2.15pm. 4.30pm, 

6.45pm. 9pm Payback 11.45am. 
2.10pm. 4.25pm. 6.40pm. 

9.05pm Plunkett and Madeane 
11.40am, 1.55pm, 4.10pm, 

6.25pm. 8.40pm This Year's 
Love 1 2.20pm. 4.30pm. 8.40pm 
Waking Ned 2.35pm, 6.50pm 

ODEON HAYMARKET 

(08705-050007) © Piccadilly 

Circus The Red Violin 2 pm.- 
5.30pm. 8.25pm 

ODEON KErSINGTON 

(08705-050007) © High Street 
Kensington Bedrooms and 
Hallways 2.50pm. 5.15pm. 

7.40pm. 10.05pm A Bug's Life 
1pm The Faculty 1.30pm. 4pm. 
6.40pm. 9.20pm Mighty Joe 
12. 1 0pm Payback 7.15pm. 
9.50pm Plunkett and Madeane 
2pm. 4.30pm. 6.55pm. 9.25pm 
The R»d Violin 12.05pm, 
3.10pm. 6.15pm. 9.20pm La Vita 
e Bella 3.50pm. 6.35pm. 9.20pm 
Waking Ned 2.45pm. 5pm 

ODEON LEICESTER SQUARE 

(08705-050007) © Leicester 

Square Plunkett and Madeane 
1.40pm. 4pm. 6.25pm. 8.50pm 

ODEON MARBLE ARCH 

(08705-050007) © Marble Arch 
A Bug's Life 12noon The Faculty 
1pm. 3.35pm. 6.10pm. 8.55pm 
Mighty Joe 1.10pm, 3.50pm 

payback 1.15pm. 3.40pm. 

6.25pm. 9.05pm Plunkett and 
Madeane 2.10pm. 4.30pm. 

6.50pm. 9.15pm The Rugrats 

Movie 1.10pm. 3.10pm. 5.05pm 
Shakespeare in Love 6.20pm. 

9. 10pm Waking Ned 7pm. 9. 1 Opm 

ODEON MEZZANINE 

(08705-050007) © Leicester 

Square Bedrooms and Hallways 
2.10pm. 4.15pm. 6.25pm. 8.35pm 
A Bug's Life 2pm. 4.10pm 
Elizabeth 12.35pm. 3.05pm. 

5.35pm. fi.20pm The Thin Red 
Line 12.55pm. 4.15pm. 7.40pm 
This Ybar's Love 6.20pm. 8.40pm 
La Vita e Sella 1 2.45pm. 3.20pm, 
6pm. 8.40pm 

ODEON SWISS COTTAGE 

{08705-050007) © Swiss Cottage 
A Bug's LiFe 1.30pm The Faculty 
1.05pm. 3.50pm. 6.25pm. 8.50pm 
Mighty Joe 1 2.40pm Flyback 
3.45pm. 6.15pm. S.45pm Plunkett 
and Madeane T.15pm. 3.45pm. 
515pm. 8 45pm The R)ed Violin 
12 05pm. 2.45pm. 5.30pm. 

3.20pm Shakespeare in Love Spm. 
5.45pm. 8.25pm Tea with 

Mussolini 12.30pm 3.10pm. 

5.50pm, 8.30pm 

OPE ON WEST END 

(08705-050007) © Leicester 

Square Little Voice 6.30pm. 
8.55pm Mighty Joe 12.55pm. 
3.25pm Waking Ned 1.40pm, 
4.05pm, 6.35pm. 9pm 

PEPSI IMAX CINEMA 

(0171-494 4153) © Piccadilly 
Circus Blue Planet 12.35pm 
Everest 4.45pm. 9.05pm (+ Short: 
More) L5 - The First City in Space 


(3-D) 2.40pm. 7pm T-Roc Back to 
the Cretaceous (3-D) 11.30am. 
1.35pm, 5.50pm. Spm, 10.10pm 

PLAZA 

(0990-888990) © Piccadilly Grcus 
Orgazmo 12.45pm, 3.15pm, 

5.30pm. Spm Patch Adams 
12.30pm Pieasancvflie 3pm Saving 
Private Ryan 12.15pm. 4.15pm. 
7.45pm Shakespeare in Love 

. 1 2 noon. 2,45pm. 6pm. 8.50pm 

RENOIR 

(01 71 -837 8402) © Russell Square 
Central Station1.l5pm. 6.40pm 
Conte d'Automne 1.35pm, 
3.55pm. 6.25pm. 8.45pm Night of 
the Hunter 4.35pm. 9pm 

RITZY CINEMA 

(0171-733 2229) BR/© Bratton 
American History X 9.30pm 
Central Station 2.05pm. 6.50pm 
High Art 12.30pm. 2.45pm. 5pm. 
7.10pm. 9.25pm {+ Short: Angel) 
Insomnia 1pm Plunkett and 
Madeane 12.10pm, 2.25pm. 

4.45pm. 7.05pm. 9.20pm 

(+ Short Anihrakatis) The Rugrats 
Movie 12.45pm. 2.35pm, 4.25pm 
Shakespeare in Love 7pm Slam 
2.55pm. 5.05pm. 7.15pm, 9.30pm 
La Vita e Bella 4.20pm. 9. 10pm 

SCREEN ON BAKER STREET 

(0171-935 2772) © Baker Street 
Central Station 3.50pm. 6.20pm. 
&.45pm La Vita 6 Bella 3.40pm. 

. 6.10pm. 8.35pm 

SCREEN ON THE GREEN 

(0171-226 3520) © Angel High 
Art 4.25pm. 6.40pm. 8.55pm 

(+ Short: Eva) Little Voice 2.30pm 

SCREEN ON THE HILL 

(0171-435 3366) O' Belsize Park 
Elizabeth 3 20pm Gods and 
Monsters 6.40pm. 8.55pm 
THE TRICYCLE CJNEJWA 
(0171-323 1000) © Kilbum 

A Bug’s Ufe 7.30pm. 4pm 
Gods and Monsters 9.15pm , 
Shakespeare In Love 7pm 

UC1 WHITE LEYS 
(0870-603 4567) © Bayswater 
Bedrooms and Hallways 2pm. 
4.30pm. 7.10pm. 9.45pm A Bug's 
Ufe 1pm A Civil Action 1.15pm. 
4pm. 6.40pm. 9.10pm The Faculty 
1.45pm. 4.20pm. 7pm. 9.25pm 
Mighty Joe 1.30pm Payback 
3.50pm. 6.30pm. 9.45pm Plunkett 
and Madeane 12.30pm. 2.40pm. 
4.50pm. 7.20pm. 9.40pm The 
Rugrats Movie 1 2. 15pm. 2.20pm. 
4.10pm Shakespeare in Love 
6.10pm. 9pm Tea with Mussolini 
12.30pm, 3.30pm. 6.20pm. 

9.10pm La Vita e Bella 1 2 noon. 
3.10pm. 6pm. 8.50pm 

VIRGIN CHELSEA 

{0870-907 0710) © Sloane 

Square South Kensington A Gvil 
Action 12.45pm. 3pm. 5.30pm. 
9pm The Faculty 1pm. 3.45pm. 
6.15pm. 8.45pm La Vita e Bella 
1 2.45pm. 3.15pm. 6pm. 8.30pm 
Waking Ned 1.1 5pm. 3.30pm. 
5.45pm. 8.15pm 

VIRGIN FULHAM ROAD 

10870-907 0711) © South 

Kensington Bedrooms and 
Hallways 1pm. 3.30pm. 6.50pm. 
9.10pm Gods and Monsters 
1.20pm. 3.40pm. 6.10pm. 3.40pm 
Payback 1.40pm. 4.10pm. 

6.50pm. 9.20pm Plunkett and 
Madeane 12. 1 Opm. 2.30pm, 
4.50pm. 7.10pm. 9.30pm 

Shakespeare in Love 2pm. 
5.30pm. 8. 1 5pm You've Got M(5»fl 
2.40pm. 5.20pm. 8pm 

VIRGIN HAYMARKET 

(0870-907 0712) © Piccadilly 
Grcus Bedrooms and Hallways 
3.15pm. 6.45pm. 9.15pm The 
Thin Red Line 2.45pm. Spm 
La Vita e Bella 2pm. 6.15pm. 9pm 

VIRGIN TROCADERO 

(0870-907 0716) © Piccadilly 
Circus American History X 
8.10pm Arlington Road 6pm. 
8.30pm Blast from Che Past 
12.40pm. 3.20pm. 5.20pm A 

Bug’s Ufe 1 2.1 5pm A Gvil Action 
12.05pm. 2.15pm. 4.30pm. 

6.45pm. 9pm The Faculty 
12.1 Opm. 2.25pm. 4.35pm. 

6.50pm. 9.05pm Payback 

lZrvoon. 2.55pm. 5.55pm. 8.55pm 
The Rugrats Movie 11.55am. 
1.50pm. 3.50pm Shakespeare In 
Love 12 35pm, 3.05om. 5.45pm. 
8.25pm The Texas Chainsaw 
Massacre 2.20pm. 4.25pm, 

6.40pm. 8.45pm 

WARNER VILLAGE WEST END 

10171-437 4343) © Leicester 
Square American History X 


12.30pm. 3.15pm, 6.20pm 

9.05pm Arlington Road 

12.20pm. 3.10pm. 6.15pm. 

9.10pm Blast from the Past 
12.55pm. 3.25pm. 6.05pm. 

8.40pm A Bug's Ufe 12.20pm. 
2.35pm. 4.50pm The Faculty 

I. 30pm. 4pm, 6.30pm. 9pm The 

Opposite oF Sen 7.25pm. 
9.45pm Payback 11.30am. 1pm. 
2pm. 3.30pm. 4.30pm. 6pm. 
7pm. 8.30pm. 9.30pm 

Pleasantville 9.20pm The 
Rugrats Movie 1.20pm, 3.20pm. 
5.20pm. 7.20pm You've Got 

MTSlil 12.50pm. 3.30pm. 6.10pm. 
8.50pm 

Cinema 

London Locals 

ACTON 

PARK ROYAL WARNER VILLAGE 
(0181-896 0066) © Park Royal 
American History X 9.20pm 
Arlington Road 1 Opm Blast from 
the Past 1.10pm. 3.50pm. 
6.20pm. 9.10pm A Bug's Life 

I I . 1 0am. 1 .20pm A Civil Action 

1 1 .20am 2pm. 4.40pm. 7.10pm. 
9.40pm The Faculty 2.20pm. 
4.50pm. 7.30pm. 9.50pm Jack 
Frost 1 2 noon Madeline 11.1 5am 
Mighty Joe llam, 1.40pm. 
4.15pm Payback ).30pm. 4pm. 
6.40pm. 9pm Plunkett and 
Madeane 11.30am. 1.50pm, 
4.30pm, 7pm, 9.30pm The Prince 
of Egypt 12.30pm The Rugrats 
Movie 10.50am. 12.40pm. 

2.30pm, 4.30pm. 6.50pm Shake- 
speare in Love 3.30pm. 6.10pm. 
8.50pm Waking Ned 2.10pm. 
4.20pm. 6.30pm. 8.40pm You've 
Got M@il 7.20pm 

BARNET 

ODEON (08705-0500071 © High 
Bamet The Faculty 4pm. 6.20pm. 
8.30pm La Vita e Bella 1.45pm 
Little Voice 6.40pm Mighty Joe 
1 2.30pm, 2.45pm Payback 6-50pm, 
8.50pm Plunkett and Madeane 
1.30pm. 4.15pm. 7pm. 9pm 
The Rugrats Movie l2noon, 2pm. 
5pm Shakespeare in Love 8.45pm 
Waking Ned 2.50pm. 4 45pm. 
7.15pm, 9.15pm 

BECKENHAM 

ABC (0870-902 0412) BR: Beck- 
enham Junction A Bug's Life 
1.10pm. 6.10pm The Faculty i 
2.20pm. 6.35pm. 8.50pm Madeline 
12.15pm. 4.35pm Plunkett and 
Madeane 6.15pm, 8.40pm The 
Rugrats Movie 12.10pm. 2.10pm. 
4.10pm Shakespeare la Love 
3.25pm, 8.20pm 

BEXLEYHEATH 

CINEWORLD (0181-303 1550| 


West end 

Ticket availability details are for 
today, times and prices for the week; 
running times include intervals. 
9 — Seats at ail prices & — Seats 
at some prices O — Returns only 
Matinees — |1): Sun. [31: Tue. [4|: 
Wted. |5J: Thur. |6[: Fn. |7[: Sat 

• AMADEUS David Suchet stars 
as Salieri. Old Vic The Cut. SET 
(0171-494 5372/cc 4?4 5372] 
BR/© Waterloo. Mon-Sat 7.30pm. 
]4| 2.30pm. [7| 3pm. £7.50-'£30. 
180 mins. 

• ANIMAL CRACKERS Stage ver- 
sion of the Marx Brothers' classic Lyric 
Shaftesbury Avenue. W1 (0171-494 
5045) © Ha Qrc. Mor.-Sar 7.45pm. 
[4J[7J 3pm. £9 50-F30. 1 50 mins. 

O ART Tom Mannion. Danny Webb, 
and Gary Olsen in Yasmina Rezas 
comedv. Wyndham's Charing Cross 
Road." WC2 (0171-369 17 36) 
© Leic Sq. Tue-Sat Spm. J4J 3pm. 
[7[I1 1 5pm. E9.50-E27.50. 90 mm*. 

» BEAUTY AND THE BEAST Lav- 
ish family musical based on Disney '■? 
version "oF the favourite fairytale. 
Dominion Tottenham Court Road. 
Wl {01 71-656 1 638) © Tott C( Rd. 
Mon-Sat 7.30pm. |4|(7) 2 30pm. 
E1S.50-E35. 150 mins. 

0 BLOOD BROTHERS Willy Rus- 
sell's long-running Liverpudlian mu- 
sical. Phoenix Charing Cross Road. 
WC2 (0171-369 I733l © Lac Sq Tott 
Ct Rd. Mon-Sat 7.45pm. |5| 3pm. |7| 
4pm. £1 1.50-E32 50 165 mins. 

0 BUDDY Musical biog-show trac- 
ing the brief life of Buddy Holly. 
Strand Aldwych. WC2 (0171-930 
8800) © Covent Garden. Tue-Thur 
8pm. Fri 5.30pm a 8.30pm. Sat 5pm 
Sr 8.30pm. mat? ( 1 ) 4pm £ 1 0-E30. 
half price Fri mats ICO nuns 

0 CATS Lloyd Webber's musical 
version of TS - Eliot's poems. New 
London Parker Street. WC2 (0171- 
405 0072 /cc 404 40791 © Covent 
Garden/Holborn. Mon-Sac 7 45pm. 
[3J!7| 3pm. E10.50-E35. 165 mins 

5 CHICAGO Maria Friedman and Pe- 
ter Davison star in this hit Broadway 
musicaL Adelphi Maiden Lane. WC2 
(0171-344 0055) © Charing X. 
Mon-Sat 3pm. [4J(7] 3pm. £16-£36 
(incl booking fee). 130 mins. 

© THE COMPLETE WORKS OF 
WILLIAM SHAKESPEARE 
(abridged) Reduced Sbaktspeare 
Company fast-forwards through 
37 plavs. Criterion Piccadilly Circus. 
W1 (0171-369 1747) ©Picc Circ. 
Wed-Sat 3pm. [5| 3pm. |7| 5pm. (1J 
4pm. E10-E25. 120 mins. 

ft COPENHAGEN Drama from 
Michael Frayn about the discover.' of 
the atom. Duchess Catherine Street. 
VVC2 (0171-494 5075.CC 344 4444) 
■©■Covent Garden. Mon-Sat 7.30pm. 
[5||7| 2.30pm. £10-£3Q. 145 mins. 

• DEFENDING THE CAVEMAN 

Mark Little stars in this comedy of 
the seves. Apollo Shaftesbury Av- 
enue. W1 (01 7 1 -494 5070) © Picc 
Circ. Mon-Thur 8pm. Fri-Sat 6pm & 
8.45pm. E5-E25. cones available. 

• DR DOUTTLE Phillip Schofield 
talks to the animals. London Apol- 
lo Hammersmith Queen Caroline 
Street. W6 (0171-416 6022] 
© Hammersmith Tue-Sat 7.30pm. 
[_4JW 2.30pm. ends 28 Aug. £12.50- 

• THE GIN GAME Joss Ackland 
and Dorothy Tutin in this sensitive 
and funny drama which centres 
around a lengthy game of Gin Rum- 
my. Savoy Strand. WC2 (01 7 1 -836 
8888 cc 836 0479) BR/© Charing 
X. Mon-Sat 7.45pm. |5|[71 3pm. 
ends 5 Jun. E9.50-E27.50. 

O GOOD Charles Dance in 
CP Tayior's deceptively humorous 
drama. Donmar Warehouse Eariham 
Street. WC2 (0171-369 1732) 
©■Covent Garden. Mon-Sat 7.30pm, 
(5J[7| 3pm. ends 22 May. E14-E22. 
cones available. 

ft GREASE Energetic stage version 
of the hit film starring Darren Day. 
Cambridge Eariham Street, WC2 
(0171-494 5080) © Ccvenc Garden. 
Mon-Sat 7.30pm. [4JJ7J 3pm. £10- 
£32.50. 150 mins. 

• GROSS INDECENCYt THE 
THREE TRIALS OF OSCAR MODE 

Michael Ftnningtpn and William Hoy- 
land in Metises Kaufman's recon- 
struction of the downfall of the 
celebrated playwright. Gielgud 
Shaftesbury Avenue. W1 (0171-494 
5065) © Picc Ore. Mon-Sat 7.45pm. 
|4J(7| 2.30pm. E7.50-E29.50. 

• AN INSPECTOR CALLS Stephen 
Dal dry's widely-acclaimed produc- 
tion of JB Priestley's thriller Garrick 
Charing Cross Road. WC2 (01 7 1 -494 
5085) © Leic Sq. Mon-Fri 7.45pm. 
Sat 8.15pm. (4] 2.30pm. 171 5pm. 
E12-E29.50. 110 mins. 

• MACBETH Rufus Sewell and Sal- 
ly Dexter portray thwarted ambition. 
Queen's Shaftesbury Avenue. W1 
(01 71 -494 5040 'cc 344 4444) © PKc 
Ore. Mon-Sat 7.30pm. (7) 2.30pm. 
ends 5 Jun. £10.50- £28.50. 140 mins. 

• MAKING NOt5EQUH=Tiy Robert 
Holman's series of short pieces de- 
picting encounters between strangers 
in the shadow of war Whitehall White- 
hall. SWI (OI71-36S 1735/CC 867 
1111) BR,© Charing X. Mon-Sat 
7.30pm. (5)(7| 2.30pm. ends 22 May. 
E6-E21. 135 mins. 

O MAMMA MIA! Musical about a 
mother's reflections on ber daughter's 
wedding day. packed with Abba hiLs. 
Prince Edward Old Compton Street. 
W1 (01 71-447 5400) ©-Leic Sq. Mon- 
Sat 7.30pm. j5|{7J 3pm. £15-£35. 

• THE MEMORY OF WATER 

Alison Steadman and Julia Sawalha 

star in this comedy about sisters. 

Vaudeville Strand, WC (01 71-836 
9987) BR© Charing X Mcn-Sar 
8pm. (5](7| 3pm. E3-E27.50. 

120 mins. 


0 LES MISERABLE 5 Musical 
dramatisation of Victor Hugo's mas- 
terpiece. Palace Shaftesbury Avenue. 
W1 (0171-434 0909) © Picc Circ 
Mon-Sat 7 30pm. |S||?j 2.30pm. 
£7-£ 35. 195 mins 

©MISS SAIGON Musical which re- 
sells the Madam Bidterjly tragedy in 
Vietnam. Theatre Royal. Drury 
Lane Catherine Street. WC2 (0171- 
494 50601 © Covent Garden Mon- 
Sat 7.45pm, (41(7] 3pm. £3 5'">-£35 
165 mins. 

© THE MOUSETRAP Agatha 
Christie's whndunniL St Martin's 
West Street. WC2 (0171-836 144?) 
© Leic Sq. Mon-Sat Bpm. (?| 7 45pm. 
(7J 5pm. £10- E2 4.50. 135 mini 

ft THE NEW ROCKY HORROR 
SHOW 25th anniversary of the cull 
rack *n' roJJ musical, victoria Palace 
Victoria Street. SWI (0171-834 
1317) BP,© Victoria. Mon-Thur 
3pm. Fri 5 30pm ii 3 30pm. Sat Spm 
0 8.30pm, ends 5 Jun. £10 50- 
£29.50. 140mins. 

o OKLAHOMA! Maureen Lip- 
man stars in the National's ac- 
claimed production. Lyceum 
Wellington Street. WC2 (0870-606 
3446) © Charing X Mon -Sac 
7.30cm. |4|J7j 2.30pm. ends 26 Jun. 
£10-£35. 180 mins. 

O THE PHANTOM OF THE 
OPERA Andrew Lloyd Webber's 
Gothic muricaL Her Majesry's Hay- 
market. SWI |01 7 I -494 5400 'cc 344 
4444) ©Picc Cue Mon-Sat 7 45pm. 
(4J|7( 3pm. £1U-£35. 150 mins 

O THE PRISONER OF SECOND 
AVENUE Ridiard Dreyfuts and Mar- 
sha Mason star in Net) Simon's mid- 
life crisis comedy. Theatre Royal. 
Haymarket Haymaihet. SWI (0171- 
930 8800) © Picc Circ Mon-Sat 
7.45pm. |4|J7] 3pm. £10-£?2 50. 

© RENT Musical inspired by U i Bn- 
hema an-j set in modem iluy New York. 
Shaftesbury Shaftesbury Avenue. 
WC2 (07000-21 1121 1 © Holtorn Tott 
Ct Pd. Mon-Sat 7 30pm. (4J|7] 3pm. 
£12. 50-£32 50. 1 00 mins 

ROYAL NATIONAL THEATRE 
O LYTTELTON The Geometry of 
Miracles Ftobert Lepage's latest 
uiirk is inspired by the drawings and 
buildings nf Frank Lluyd WrighL 
In rep. tonight 7 30nm 

ft OLIVIER: Candide Voltaire's com- 
ic masterpiece, featuring an all-star 
casL In rep. tonight 7 1 Spm. ends 
22 May. Olivier 6 Lyttelton: £6- £32. 
South Bank. SE I (0171-452 3000). 
BR--© Waterloo. 

ROYAL SHAKESPEARE COMPANY 
OTHE BARBICAN: The Winter’s 
Tale Anthony Shcr stars in this tale 
of obsessive jealousy. In rep. tonrght 
7 I Spm. ends 6 May 

O THE PIT: Roberto Zucco Drama 
by Rohes, inspired by a wanted poster 
In rep. tonight 7. ! 5pm. ends 1 ?/ay. 
Barbican Theatre. £5-£26. The Re £1 1 - 
£?S 50. Barbican Centre. EC2 (0171- 
638 3891 1 BR/© Barbican 

© SACRED HEART Taxi biends 
struggle to come to terms with their 
pasts and daunting futures. Royal 
Court Upstairs (at The Ambas- 
sadors) West Street. VK2 (0171- 
565 5000) © Leic Sq. Mon-Sat 7 pm. 
ends 24 Apr. £10. cones E5 

ft SATURDAY NIGHT FEVER Hit 

1970s musical featuring songs by the 
Bee Gees. London Palladium Argyll 
Street. WJ (01 7 1 -494 5020) ©Ox- 
ford Circ. Mon-Sat 7.30pm. (41(7) 
2.30pm. £!0-£32.50. 1 35 mins. 

© STARLIGHT EXPRESS An- 
drew Lloyd Wtebber's hi-tech roller- 
musicaL Apollo Victoria Wilton 
Road. SWI (0171-416 6070) BR, © 
Victoria. Mon-Sat 7.45pm. f3J|7| 
3pm. E12.50-E30. 150 mins. 

• SUDDENLY LAST SUMMER 

Tennessee Williams' chilling tale of 
motherly love starring Sheila Gish. 
Comedy Pbnton Street, SWI (01 71 - 
369 1 731 ) © Picc Orc/Lelc Sq. Mon- 
Sat 8pm. |5)[7| 4pm. £7.50-£27.50. 

ft THE WBR Conor McPherson's dra- 
ma examining ideas of ghosts and an- 
gels. Royal Court Downstairs 
(at the Duke of Ybrk's) St Martin's 
Lane. WCT (0171-565 5000) 
© Leic Sq. Mon-Sac 7.30pm. (4|(71 
3.30pm. £5-£25. 90 mins. 

• WEST SIDE STORY New pro- 
duction of Bernstein's classic musi- 
caL Prince of Wales Coventry Street, 
W1 (01 7 1 -839 5987) © Leic Sq Picc 
Circ. Mon-Sat 7.45pm. (5j)7| 3pm. 
E18.50-E35. 160 mins. 

Q WHISTLE DOWN THE WIND 

Lloyd Wtebber's musical based on the 
film of the same name. Aldwych Ald- 
wych. WC2 (0171-416 60<X') © Hoi- 
born. Mon-Sat 7.45pm. (5j(7| 3pm. 
E10-E32.50. 120 mins. 

• THE WOMAN IN BLACK Susan 
Hill's ghost story. Fortune Russell 
Street WC2 (0171-836 2238) ©Cw- 
ent Garden. Mon-Sat Spm. [3] 3pm. 
(7| 4pm. E8.50-E23.50. 1 10 mins. 


Theatre 

BEYOND THE WEST END 

HAMPSTEAD THEATRE Hushabye 
Mountain Jonathan Harvey's play 
with the twin setting or Heaven anti 
Earth. Mon-Sat 8pm. macs Sat 
3.30pm. ends 8 May. £1 4-El 6. 
cones £6. Mon 6 Sat mats £9. Av- 
enue Road. NW3 (0171-722 9301) 
© Swiss Cottage. 

KING'S HEAD, EUNGTDN Gob Ja- 
son Orange stare in this comic attack 
on art and culture. Tu e-Sun Spm. 
mats Sat 6 Sun 3.30pm. ends 18 Apr. 
£ 1 2-£l 4. cones £9. Upper Street. N1 
(0171-226 19161 ©Angel. 

RIVERSIDE STUDIOS Blood Knot 
Athol FUgards drama about racism. 
Toe-Sun 7.45pm. ends 25 Apr EJQ, 
cones E6. Crisp Road. W6 (01 81-237 
till)© Hammersmith 


THE INFORMATION ON 

A Concert for Linda McCartney 


Whac is it? 

Star-studded fundraising concert in 
honour of Linda McCartney tbeknu), 
photographer, animal rights 
campaigner and Beatles wife, who 
died of cancer last April. Described by 
host Eddie Izzard (right) as “a sort 0 ? 
karaoke evening”, the show was set 
against a backdrop of McCartney's 
photographic work and featured 
more than a dozen artists singing 
their own and Beatles' material. 

The finale was a tear -jerking JUSSI 
tribute by husband Paul and 
the inevitable rendition of e 

-Let it Be". \ ^ 

Who’s In It? - 

George Michael, in his first 
live appearance for two 
years, was probably die 


reason the show sedd out almost 


last May. Meanwhile, Sindad O’Connor 
was in typically eccentric form, 

claiming that she could sense her 

dead mother in the stalls. Arousing . 
second half featured veteran 
performers, including Tom Jones, 
Marianne FhithfuU and Elvis CosteQo. 

What They Say About It 

“The fact that these are the 
people that most pub crooners 
imagine themselves to be after a 
t few pints occasionally lends 
t proceedrags an engagingly 
surreal touch," Andrew Mueller; 
Independent. The evening got 

start as Hynde and 

the Pretenders were 



joined by Johnny Marr for a 


Murder*- there must have been a few, ' 1 ^ 
groans at the prtsperttrf three bonis • 


and enjoy a Hne-up of exc^tibnai;- . 
qqa^?” Simon Briggs, 
laegr^jh. “Meat imy-be mtirde?; 
but this wasn’t a wake," MaxSeD, 
Evening Standard ■ . ■ • 

Where Ybu Can Catch It - 'f c 

Thfe Saturday at 7^0pm on Racfio 2, 
and on Sunday at 1050pm on BBCL 


Theatre I exhibitions Classical 


COl'NTRVUIDE 


ALDERSHOT 

WEST END CENTRE The Kaos Me- 
tropolis Slagc adaptation of Fritz 
Land's film. Tonight Spm. £6. cones 
E5 Onego's Road (01 252- 330040) 

BRECON 

THEATR BRYCHEINIOG Blue Heron 
in The Womb Black comedy about 
love. sox. families and death. Tonight 
7.30pm £7.50. cones £5.50. Canal 
Wharf 101874-611622) 

BRIGHTON 

THEATRE ROYAL The Late Middle 
Classes Harold Pinter directs Simon 
Gray's study of family conflict in 
195WS England. Tue-Sat 7 45pm. 
mats Thur 2 ?0pm. Sat 4pm. ends 
17 Aar £8 50-£1 8.50. Bond Street 
(C'12'7 3-3284S8) 

BRISTOL 

HIPPODROME THEATRE Phantom 
of the Opera Tbur ofLloyd Webbers 
huge hit musicaL Mon-Sat. 7.30pm. 
mats Wed & Sac. 2.30pm. ends 
22 f.lay. £1 0-=30. cones available St 
Augustmes Parade (0117-32? ?444| 

CANTERBURY 

MARLOWE THEATRE Joseph and 
the Amazing Technicolor Dream- 
coat Rice and Lloyd Webber's Bib- 
lical hJL Mon-Thur a Sat 2.3C'pm 6 
7.30pm. Fri 5pm fir 3pm. ends 
24 Apr £ 1 0-£2 1 . cones available. The 
Friars £01 22 7- 787 7S7 1 

COLCHESTER 

MERCURY THEATRE Uncle Vanya 
Chekhov's tragi-comedy set on a 
run-down Russian estate. Mon-Sat 
7.30pm. ends 24 Apr. £6.50-£1 5.50 
Balkeme Gate 101206-573948) 

GUILDFORD 

YVONNE ARNAUD THEATRE Vertigo 
Anthony Andrews and Jenny Sea- 
grove in this adaptation or the novel 
wiiich inspired Hitchcock's film. Mon- 
Thur 7.45pm. Fri 6 Sat. 8pm. mats 
Thur Si Sat 2. 30pm. ends 24 Apr. £1G- 
£21.50. Millbrook (0l483-44«XiQ0) 

HARLOW 

HARLOW PLAYHOUSE Oliver The , 
late Lionel Bart's Dickensian musi- 
cal. Wed -Sac 7.30pm. mac Sat 
2.30pm. ends 17 Apr. £6-£3. The 
High (01279-4319451 

HIGH WYCOMBE 
WYCOMBE SWAN Pirates of Pen- 
zance Paul Nicholas stars in this 
Gilbert and Sullivan swash-buckler. 
Mon-Sat 7.30pm, mats Wed & Sat 
2.30pm. ends 17 Apr. £8.5Cl-£23.50. 
St Mary's Sneer (01494-512000) 

LEICESTER 

HAYMARKET THEATRE The White 
Devil Paul Kerryson directs John 
Webster's dassie Jacobean tragedy. 
14-16 Apr. 7.30pm. ends 30 Apr. 
E6.50-E14.50. cones available. 
Beigrave Gate (01 1 6-253 9797) 

POOLE 

POOLE ARTS CENTRE A Doll's 
House Ibsen's dassic. 1 4 fir 1 5 Apr. 
7.45pm. £7. 50-El 1.50. Kingland 
Road (01202-685222) 

SALISBURY 

SALISBURY PLAYHOUSE Colombe 
Jeon Anouilh’s stylish evcrcation of 
the Parisian demi-monde. Tonight 
7 30pm, ends 1 7 Apr. 8pm. £B-£ 1 5. 
Malthouse lane (01722-320333) 

STRATFORD-UPON-AVON 

THE OTHER PLACE Oroonoko 
Aphra Behn's Restoration novel, 
adapted by Bjyi Bandele. 14-17 Apr. 
7.30pm. ends 6 Oct. EIO-E20. 
Southern Lane (01789-295623) 

ROYAL SHAKESPEARE THEATRE 
Othello Michael Attenborough 
direcLs Ray Fearon and Zoe Waites. 
14-17 Apr. 7.30pm. ends 7 Oct. £5- 
£39. Waterside (01 7 89-: 9562 3) 

SWAN THEATRE Ikies From Ovid 
Tim Supple directs the late Ted 
Hughes' version of Ovid's sublime 
epic poem. 14-17 Apr. 7.30pm. 
ends 7 Oct. E5-H36. Waterside 
(01739-2956231 

WINDSOR 

THEATRE ROYAL Persuasion 
Helen Hobson in Jane Austen's clcgaic 
romance. Mon-Sat Bpm. mars Thur 
2.30pm. Sat 4.45pm. ends 24 Apr. 
E6-E25. cones available. Thames 
Street (01753-8538881 


Box Office 


Now Booking 

CLASSIC hits from the Seventies including 
“So Tired of Being Alone” are bound to 
feature in this rare live appearance by A] 
Green ibelow). 

Rayed Albert Hall Kensington Gore, London 
SWT (01 71-589 8212) to 29 Jun 


Last Chance to book 

CLOUD GATE t below*. Taiwan's foremost 
modem dance company, make their British 
debut with Songs of the Wanderers, which 
includes elements of ifai chi and meditation. 
Sadler's Wells. Rosebery Ave, London ECl 
>0171-863 8000) ends Sat 




BATH 

THE ROYAL PHOTOGRAPHIC SO- 
CIETY For Most OF It I Have No 
Words: Simon Norfolk Photographs 
of 2Dth-centuiy genocide. Mon-Sun 
9.30am-5.30pm. ends 6Jun. £2.50. 
■zones £1 .75 The Octagon Galleries, 
Milsom Street (01225-462841.) 

BRECON 

THEATR BRYCHEINIOG The Poems 
oF Jules Laforgue: Patrick Caul Reid 
Prints by the Pop artist. Mon-Sat 
1 0am-5pm. ends 1 E Apr. free. Canal 
Wharf {01374-611622) 

CAMBRIDGE 

FITZWILLIAM MUSEUM Recent 
Acquisitions of Contemporary 
American Prints Etchings, litho- 
graphs. woodcuts and screenprints- 
Ends 2 May. free. 

Rembrandt and the Passion The 
museum's outstanding collection of 
prints. Tue-Sat 10am-5pm. Sun 
2.15pm-5pm. ends 20 Jun. free. 
Trumpington Street (01223-332900) 

CARDIFF 

FPO TO GALLERY Common Sense: 
Martin Parr Photographic installa- 
tion p m min ing conkimerism. Tue- 
Sat 10am-5.30pm. ends 8 May. Free. 
Charles Street (01222-341667) 

COLCHESTER 

FIRSTSITE AT ROMAN HOUSE 
Antony Gormley's Field For the 
British Isles Forty thousand terra- 
cotta figures. Hie. Wed. Frf-Sun 
I2noon-6pm. Thur 12noon-7pm, 
ends 23 May. free by donation. 
Queen Street (01206-577067) 

EXETER 

ROYAL ALBERT MEMORIAL 
MUSEUM The Art of Hilda Carline; 
Mrs Stanley Spencer The painrings 
of Spencer's first wife. Mon-Sat 1 Garr- 
5pm. ends 3 May. free. Queen Street 
(01392-265858) 

HERNE BAY 

MUSEUM AND GALLERY Andy 
Goldsworthy Photographs of bis 
temporary structures. Mon-Sat 
I0am-4pm. ends 15 May. free. 
William Street (01227-367368) 

LONDON 

DESIGN MUSEUM Mini: 40 Years 
of a Design Icon IQnfs designed by 
celebrities mark the 40th anniversary 
of the vehicle. Ends 9 May. 

Modern Britain 1927-1939 In- 
cludes work by Francis Bacon. Paul 
Nash and Barbara Hepworth. 
Mon-Sun I J.30am-6pm. ends ISJul. 
£5.25. cones £4. Shad Thames SET 
10171-378 60551 © Tower Hill. 

NATIONAL GALLERY Portraits by 
Ingres Paintings and drawings by the 
19th-century French artist Mon. 
Tue. Thur-Sun 10am-6pm. Wed 
10am- 10pm, ends 25 Ape £6. cones 
£4. Wed £4 7pm- 1 0pm. 

Orazio Gendleschi at the Court of 
Qiaries 1 Work by the lTtboentuiy Ital- 
ian. Mon. Tue. Thur-Sun 10am -6pm. 
Wed 10am-9pm. ends 23 May. free. 
Rogier Van Der Weyden in the 
National Gallery Paintings by the 15th- 
century Dutch master. Mon. Tue, 
Thur-Sun 1 0am-6pm. Wed 1 0am-9pra 
ends 4 Jul. free. Trafalgar Square WC2 
(0171-747 2885) © Charing Cross. 

ROYAL ACADEMY OF ARTS 
Monet in the 20th Century Paint- 
ings made in the 2 6 years after 1900. 
Mon-Thur 9am -6pm, Fri 9am- 1 1 pm. 
Sac 8am- 1 1pm. Sun Sam-fipnn. ends 
18 Api. £9. cones £6. child (12-18) 
£3. child (8-11) £1.50. 

Kandinsky - Watercolours and 
Other Works on Paper Works pan- 
ning the career of the abstract artist 
Mon-Thur. Sat 6 Sun 10am-6pm. Fri 
10am-8.30pm. ends 4 Jul. £6. 
cones £4.80. NUS £4. child (12-18) 
£2.50. child (8-1 1) £1.50. Burling- 
ton House. Piccadilly W1 (01 7 1 -300 
8000) © Green Park. 

TATE GALLERY Works on Paper and 
Paintings: Francis Bacon Previously 
unknown works. Ends 2 May. free. 
Pharmacy: Damien Hirst Medicinal 
installation. Ends 2 May, free. 

Jackson Pollock Major retrospective 
of Abstract Expressionist works. 
Ends 6 Jun. £7.50. conCs £5. fam- 
ily £ 19 (First coll 0870-842 2233 

+ £ 1 .60 bVg feet 

Turner’s Last Papers 1820-51 

Examining the paper Ttimer used for 
his later wort Ends 1 3 Jun. free. 
Dangerous Liaisons: Barbara Hep- 

worth and Ben Nicholson Exam- 
ining the artists' cro5s-fertilisationor 
ideas. Ends 1 1 Jul. free. 

Dangerous Liaisons: Rodin and 
Gwen John Explores the relationship 
between the artiste. Mon-Sun 1 Oam- 
5.50pm. ends 1 1 Jul. free. Millbank 
SWI (0 1 7 1 -887 8000) © Pimlico. ; 

SOUTHAMPTON 
CITY ART GALLERY Twenty Great 
Dutch Paintings Including work bv 
Hobbema, Rembrandt and Vermeen 
Tue-Sat lOam-Spm. Sun Ipm-4pm. 
ends 13 Jun. free. (01703-832151) 

ST IVES 

TATE GALLERY Images OfPortmeor 
Beach: Lubaina HimW Work by the 
resident artist Mon-Sac 1 lam-7pm. 

Sun I lam-5pm. ends 18 Apr. £3.50. 
Ftirthmeor Beach (01736-796226) 

SWANSEA 

GLYNN VIVIAN ART GALLERY 
Eighteenth Century Derby Porce- 
lain Fine ceramics. Ends 25 Apr. free. 
Syzygy. Alan Rogers and Philip 
Mead Contrasting visions. Tue-Sun 
10am-5pm, ends 9 May. free. 
Alexandra Road (01752-651738) 


LONDON 

BLAOtHEATH HALLS Soloists Of tile 
Royal Opera House Beethoven’s 
Septet and Schubert's OcteL Tonight 
8pm. £1 2.50. cones £10. Lee Road. 
SE3 (0181-4630100) BR Blackheath. 

ST JAMES’S CHURCH Tirana String 
Quartet UK debut by- the Alb anian 
quartet Tonight 7.30pm. £1 0. cones 
£5. Piccadilly. W1 (0171-381 0441) 
©Piccadilly. 

ST JOHN’S, SMITH SQUARE Jupiter 
Qrthestra/Rose Dvorak’s Violin Con- 
certo and other Czech works. Tonight 
730pm. £5 & £10. Smith Square. SWI 
(0171-222 1061) ©Westminster. 

ROYAL ALBERT HALL Royal Ptiil- 
harmonic/Gatti Mahler's Ruckert 
Liede r and 6th Symphony Tonight 
7.30pm. £5- £32. Kensington Gore, 
SW7 (0171-589 8212) © High 
Street Kensington. 

POOLE 

WESSEX HALL. POOLE ARTS CEN- 
TRE Bournemouth Symphony Or- 
chestra/Litton Elgar's Violin 
Concerto with Walton's 1st Sympho- 
ny. Tonight 7.30pm. £9- £30. King- 
land Road (01202-685222) 


Opera 


LONDON 

WILTON'S MUSIC HALL The Silver 
Lake Staging of Kurt Weill by 
BroomhiU Opera conducted by 
Charles Hazlewood. Tonight 730pm. 
£1 5 & £20. Grace's Alley. El (0171- 
420 0000) ©Toiler Hill. 


Literature 


BRIGHTON The Brighton Rock cre- 
ative Writers Local writers meet and 
read; bring along your own work to 
share or just come along to listen. 
Caxton Arms Tonight 8.30pm, free. 
North Gardens (01273-207762) 
LONDON 

Express Excess An evening of 
performance poetry with Hannah 
K Andrews. Dickon Savage. Lloyd 
Lindsay and Mark Kelly. The 
Enterprise Tonight 9pm. £4. 
cones £3. Havers lock Hill. NW1 
(0171-485 2659) © Chalk Farm. 

Dance 

LONDON 

LABAN CENTRE Wendy Hous- 
toun: Happy Hour Fifty m i n u t es or 
intoxicating monologues and bar 
stool philosophy. Tonight 7.30pm. 
phone for prices, ends 1 5 Apr. Lau- 
rie Grove. SE14 (0181-692 4070) 
©New Cross. 

PLACE THEATRE Matthew Hawkins: 
Dances from the New Territories 
Islamic and Western dance meet 
Tonyhc 8pm. £1 0. Duke's Road. WO 
(0171-387 0031) BR/© Euston. 

WIMBLEDON THEATRE Arc Dance 
Company presents The Return of 
Don Juan Dramatic comedy with Hqy- 
al Ballet .star; Irek Mukhainedov. To- 
day 2 30pm & 7.30pm. £7.50-£I4.50. 
The Broadway. SWI 9 (0181-540 
0362) © Wimbledon. 


EVENTS 


BKYNMBNYN ENVIRONMENTAL 
FUN DAY Green family fun day w2h 
walks, pood dips, games and quo:, 
tr ails. Bryngarw Country Park To- 
day 1 1 am-3pm, free (01 656-729009) . 

GUILDFORD Bodger and Badger 
-Mad Mash Three The popular pan- 
are joined by. Mousey for another 
messy adventure for ages 4-Lb. 
Civic Hall Today 2pm. £5. London 
Road (01483-444555) 

MUSIC 

POP . 

BRISTOL 

ULTRASOUND Indie-rock from the 
debut album. Everything Picture. 

. Reece & Firkin Tonight 8.30pm, 
phone for prices. St Thomas Street 
(0117-927 7150) 

CHELTENHAM 

THE HOLLIES Veteran pop of the 
1960s and 1970s. Town Hall Tonight 
7.30pm. £7. 50-El 7. Imperial Square 
(01242-227979) 

FOLKESTONE 

SOLID SILVER SIXTHS SHOW Nos- 
talgia with Peter Noone. Freddie & 
He Dreamers, Billy J Kramer and 
Brian Ftiole. Leas CUff Hall Tonight 
8pm. £1 2.50-El 6.50. The Leas 
(01303-253193) 

LONDON 

ROSITA New band for former- 
Kemctie members Marie Da Santi- 
ago and Emmy-Kate Montrose. 
Dlngwalls Tonight 8pm. . £6.50. 
Camden Lock. Chalk Farm toad NW1 
(0171-267 1577) ©Camden Town. 

URBAN SPECIES Acoustic grooves 
with a trip-hop edge. Jazz Cafte. 
Tonight 830pm. £12. Ftokway. NWI 
(01 71 -91 6 6060) © Camden Town. 

NEWPORT 

PITCHSHIFTER, JANUS STARK, 
SOU N DISCIPLES Punkish 
drum Vbass from the album mow. 
pitdi3hyter.com. TJ’s Tonight 9pm, 
phone for prices. Clarence Place 
(01633-216608) 

PLYMOUTH 

UB40 The Midlands' reggae veterans. 
The Pavflton Tonight 8pm. £17.50. 
Armada Mfey (01 752-229922} 

PORTSMOUTH 

LADYSMITH BLACK MAMBAZO, 
ALVIN YOUNGBLOOD HART The 
star South African a cappefia en- 
semble. The Guildhall Tonight 
7pm. E20-E22.50. Guildhall Square 
(01 705-824355) 

WEYMOUTH 

ERROL BROWN Theea-Hot Choco- 
late star remains StiH Sexy. Wey- 
mouth Pavilion Tonight Bpm. 
E10.50-£1 6.50. The Esplanade 
(01305-783225) 


Music 

Jazz, world. Folk 


Comedy 

BEDFORD 

MEL AND SUE AT CORN EX- 
CHANGE BEDFORD Mel Giedroyc 
and Sue Perkins offer their frolicsome 
humouE Tonight 8pm. £1 0.50-El 250. 
St ftujl's Square (01234-269519) 

LONDON 

THE COMEDY STORE AT COMEDY 
STORE With Neil Mullarkey: Richard 
V ranch. Jim Sweeney, Andy Smart 
Steve FrnsL Tonight 8pm. £11. NUS 
£7 Onendon Street. SWI {0171-344 
02 34) © Piccadilly Circus. 

OXFORD 

SWANGLEURS NATIONAL TOUR 
SI , J 9. N< ? I : EURS OXFORD With 
Raul Tonkmson. Terry Alderton, 
Marcus Bngstocke and Keith Fields. 
Tonight 7pm. £5. Hythe Bridge 
street (0845-608 1818) * 

PORTSMOUTH 

at wedgewood 

ROOMS The hippie chic comic with 
a mastery of the musical comedv 
form Tonight Bpm. £7.50. Albert 
«ond. Southsea (01705-36391 1) 


CARDIGAN 

MARTIN HAYES AND DENNIS 
CAHILL The virtuoso Irish folk duo. 
Theatr Mwldan Tonight Spm, 
phone for prices. Bath House Road 
101239-621200) 

GRAVESEND 

MADDY PRIOR AND FRIENDS 
The Kavencht'ld album tour. 
Woodville Halls Tonight 8pm. £B-£9. 
Windmill Street (01474-337459) 

LONDON 

MIKE DANIELS DELTA JAZZMEN 
100 Club Dixie-style jazz. Tonight 
8pm. E7, cones £6. Oxford Street. W1 
(0171 -636 0933) © Oxford Grcus. 

PHIL DAY. DAVE CUFF Ttenoraud 
guitar-led modem jazz. 606 Club 
Tonight 9.30pm & 12mldnight. £5. 
Lots Road. SWI 0(01 71 -352 5953) 
^ Fulham Eroadway/Earl's Court. 

NTTIN SAWHNEY Th e Indo-jazz 

guitar virtuoso. Jazz Cart. Tonight 
9pm. £12, ElOmadu. Parkway. NWI 
(0 1 71 -9 1 6 6060) © Camden Town. 

KENNY GARRETT QUARTET 
Straight ahead bebop and electric fu- 
sion experience. Pizza Express Jazz 
Club. Mon-Sun 9pm. ends 18 Apr. 
HI 5 Dean Street. Wl (0171-439 
8722} © Tottenham Court Road. 

S ALENA JONES Bluesy US cabaret 
siren with pianist Paul Sawtell and 
Mmt Iain Dixon. Pizza on the 
Park . Mon-Sat 9. 1 5pm 611.1 5pm, 
ends 24 Apr. £18. £16 In adv. 
nmghcsbridge. SWI 10171-235 
5273) © Hyde Park Corner. 

JCJ E UJVano TRIO The progressive ^ ' 
us saxophonist with powerful sense 
« form. Ronnie Scott's . Mon-Sac 
-pm 6 11.30pm. ends 17 Apr. 

, 15 ' £4. Frith Street, Wl . 

(01 71 -439 0747) © Leicester Squae. 

EVAN PARKER/KENNY WHEELER 

EW? er ^ trum peter Wheeler 
leads his quintet, featuring elemen- 

TmS? 0nisl Park er Vortex 
SSE 1 £12. Stoke Newtng- 
Street. N1 6 (01 7 1 -254 
6516) BR; Stoke Newington, 

NORWICH 


C*1 I mo 52 7 3)^ Hyde park Corner. 

VLUB a JOELO^NOTRlOTbeprogressive' 

BRIGHTON 

fonk^ld T mr ON ^ CLUBB, 'e be0t ' f?? * ,, ' 3 °P rn ' «*'TTa£ 
rank and more. Tonight 10pm- rJA' rnems £4. Frith Street. Wl 

(oiwomot " 8 ' 5 RcacJ A * hes (0,7M3907A7 ^ Lfi i c «t^«S ' 

EVAN RARKER/KENNY WHEELER 
CAMBRIDGE poser and trumpeter Wheeler 

THE GOODUf WEDNESDAY at THF ^ qumtet, featuring elemen- 
CLUB Respected garage session TonlS? q ^ 00 ' 151 Parker - Vortex 
with Ministry’s Gareth t12 ' Stoke Newtng- 

S"’ 2 *"- £5 - E3 before n P m ? Q n h Street. N16 (0171 -254 

Market Passage (01 223-5 19 224) ' 65,6 > Stoke Newington, 

LONDON NORWICH 

SPACE at BAR rumba Chkaeo’s ^!’^ RHV 7 HmS ***** fromsas 

SSJSjPfr teto-tiseo. 2 £rS° na r MItcfielL Norwich Arts *• 

1 1 Pm S £3 S 50 R J 0nigh J : 0 P m - cones : 
Shaltobury AKnue (01 7! -287 2 7 , 5) S ' 
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Roaring start for ISAs at Halifax 

the mortgage bank, yesterday reported that 
than a quarter of a million people had taken out 
individual Savings Accounts since their launch just a week 
ago. More than 100,000 customers had opened new cash 
JSAs during the week. A further 150.000 rolled over their 
accounts into ISAs designed for stocks and shares. 

Scapa to return £120m to investors 

SCAPA, the Blackburn- 
based group, intends to 
return £120m. or about 50p 
a share, to shareholders 
after selling its paper- 
making products division to 

Voith of Germany for £3 29m 
yesterday 

Last year the businesses 
sold made operating profits 
of £4 5m on sales of £2 63m, 
roughly half the entire 
company's business, but 
the market is increasingly 
competitive. Sea pa, headed by chief executive David 
Dunn (pictured), will focus on its technical tapes and 
fastenings business, where margins have been lower 
but prospects are brighter. It made an operating profit 
of £10.Im on turnover of £92m in the six months to last 
September. The shares leapt 27p to M4jx 

Johnston raises Portsmouth stake 

JOHNSTON PRESS, the regional newspaper publisher, 
yesterday snapped up another 2.36 per cent of Portsmouth 
& Sunderland, taking its shareholding in the publishing 
and convenience store group to 17X5 per cent Johnston 
paid i,750p each for the shares, compared to the price of 
l.SOOp it paid in January when it took a 14.99 per cent 
stake. 

The Monopolies and Mergers Commission is 
investigating whether to allow Johnston, and its rivals 
Newsquest and News Communications & Media, to mount 
a foil takeover bid for P&S. However, P&S last night 
retorted that l,750p undervalues the company and advised 
shareholders to take no action. 


STOCK MARKETS 



RBS poised to renew offer 
of merger with Barclays 


ROYAL BANK of Scotland was 
last night standing by to renew 
its offer of an agreed merger 
deal with Barclays Bank, the 
high street financial giant 
which has been left rudderless 
by the shock decision yesterday 
of its new chief executive Mike 
O'Neill to retire on health 
grounds on his first day in the 
job. 

The Scottish bank had 
agreed to meet senior Bar- 
clays executives to discuss a 
possible merger back in 
February only for the meeting 
to be cancelled at the last 
minute after Mr O'Neill had 
agreed to join the group. 

The RBS chief executive. 
Sir George Mathewson, is now 
understood to be planning fresh 


BY ANDREW GARFIELD 

Financial Editor 

overtures in the light of yes- 
terday’s developments. 

The prospect of a bank 
mega-merger helped drive the 
FTSE 100 up more than 70 
points to a record high of 
6313 J. 

RBS and Barclays - which 
have both risen by 40 per cent 
so far this year - rose sharply 
again yesterday, putting on 62p 
to £14X5 and 46p to £19.99 re- 
spectively as merger specula- 
tion took hold. 

BBS is believed to have iden- 
tified potential cost savings of 
£200m from a merger with Bar- 
clays, in addition to the bene- 
fits it would bring to the bank 


by providing an instant solution 
to. its leadership crisis. The 
bank has a tried and respected 
senior management team 
headed by Sir George and Fred 
Goodwin, the deputy chief ex- 
ecutive who joined RBS last 
year from National Australia 
Bank. 

One investment banker said 
yesterday: “Mathewson and 
Fred Goodwin, his deputy, Are 
an impressive team.” 

Because of the disparity in 
size, the deal would have to be 
structured as a reverse 
takeover by RBS of Barclays, 
with Edinburgh being given at 
least a symbolic role as group 
headquarters in order to paci- 
fy Scottish public opinion in the 
run up to the first Scottish 


assembly elections- RBS has a 
market capitalisation of £l2bn 

against £20bn for Barclays. 

Sir Peter Middleton, Bar- 
days’ acting chief executive, in- 
sisted yesterday that the bank 
would not be panicked into a 
merger but neither would it re- 
ject reasonable propositions 
out of hand. 

“We've demonstrated that 
we can push the business for- 
ward wife tte divisional heads," 
he said. 

The hank was confident that 
having done much of the spade- 
work already the headhunters 
Spencer Stuart would be able 
to come up with alternative can- 
didates within a reasonable 

However; investment bank- 


BARCLAYS 



ers warned that given the cur- 
rent merger frenzy in Europe 
and the growing likelihood of 
Britain joining the euro zone be- 


fore long, institutional investors 
bitten by the merger bug may 
not have the patience to sit tight 
and wait for the search for a 
new chief executive to bear 
fruit 

One financier said last 
night- “Thqy have seen what 
has happened to bank share 
prices abroad where mergers 
have taken place. We have 
been waiting over a year for a 
merger in the UK banking 
sector and nothing has 
happened. Earnings are 
steady hut not spectacular, 
business is flat; the market is 
looking for something else to 

take the FTSE on. This might 
be the gap everyone has been 
looking foe” 

Outlook, page 17 
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One20ne 
slashes its 
call rates 


Terry Leahy. Tesco chief executive, at its store in Brent Cross, London, yesterday 


Keith Dobney 


INTEREST RATES 












|S| 









IliEniiail 



Tesco expands home shopping 
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TESCO JS planning to roll out its 
home shopping service in 
stores across the country over 
the next few months, as the su- 
permarket group attempts to 
cash in on the success of its free 
Internet service. 

Tesco win offer the service, 
which allows customers to 
order their shopping online 
and have it delivered to their 
homes for a £5 fee. from 100 of 
its stores, enabling it to reach 
most of the country. 

The move comes after a 
two-year trial of the service in- 
volving 11 stores, during which 
Tesco experimented with al- 
lowing customers to order by 
phone and fax. However; it has 
conducted that costs win be kept 


Bv Peter thal Larsen 

down if customers only order 
via the Internet 
“Clearly customers want the 
service," said Andrew Higgin- 
son. Tesco’s finance tfirector. 
“But you have to be red-hot on 
accuracy and quality if it’s 
going to work.” 

Tesco expects the service to 
expand its customer base by 
tempting shoppers who cannot 
travel or who live too Ear away 
from a supermarket 
The offer is also likefy to ap- 
peal to users oflUsco’s free In- 
ternet service, which was 
launched earlier this year. More 
than 200,000 people use Tesco 
as their Internet provider; with 


a further 10,000 joining each 
month. 

Tesco said the home shop- 
ping service would create an 
extra 1,500 jobs in the UK as 
part of a total of 10,000 that 
Tesco expects to create this 
year by extending existing 
stores and opening new ones. 
The company is also adding an- 
other 10,000 jobs to its opera- 
tions in central Europe, 
Thailand and South Korea. 

The move came as Tesco 
shook off the gloom in the su- 
permarket sector to report a 7.8 
per cent rise in pre-tax profits 
to £88im for the year to the end 
of February. 

The rise was achieved de- 
spite last year’s price-cutting 


campaign, wfairfi would have re- 
duced profits by £40m. This 
was followed in February hy an- 
other round of price cuts that 
will cost Tesco £60m on an an- 
nualised basis. 

Tesco said Iflre-for-like sales 
growth of 4 per cent was due to 
a per cent increase in sales 
volumes and a 1.5 per cent rise 
in prices, the result of higher 
taxes on tobacco and petroL 

Terry Leahey. Tfesco’s chief 
executive, said 1998 was a 
“chaDenging^ year for the in- 
dustry despite the recent con- 
clusion by John Bridgeman, 
the director general of the OFT 
to refer the supermarket in- 
dustry to the Competition Com- 
mission 


ONESONE, the mobile phone 
network currently up for sale, 
yesterday tried to claw back 
some of the ground it has lost 
to its rivals in the competitive 
mobile phone market by slash- 
ing its e«ll rates. 

From the end of April, 
0ne20newBl charge just I9p a 
minute for daytime calls and 2p 
a minute for evening and week- 
end calls. The tariffs, which 
apply regardless of whether 
calls are local or national, mean 
that at some points of the day 
using Qne20ne wifi be cheap- 
er than using a British Telecom 
fixed-line phone. 

Tim Samples, One20ne 
managing director, said the 
simplicity of the new tariffs 
would appeal to customers, 
who often complained that 
mobile phone prices are too 
confusing. 

He added that the tariffs 
would also encourage people to 
give up their fixed-line phones. 
“We connect 110 million calls a 
week and have ample oppor- 
tunity for more," he said. “The 
average household uses their 
BT line for 700 minutes a 
month. I want some of that” 
One20ne is the smallest of 
the UK’s four mobile phone 
operators with a 15 per cent 
share of the market In recent 
months the network has lost 
ground as Ceflnet and \fodafone 
signed up millions of new cus- 
tomers with their popular “pay- 
as-you-go” services. 

Mr Samples said the new 
rates would also be made avail- 
able to users of 0ne20ne's own 
pay-as-you-go service, UpZlfou, 
who currently pay 40p a minute 
for calls. Howevec in order to 
take advantage of the rates. 


By Peter Thal Larsen 

users will also have to pay a tar- 
iff of at least 50p a day. 

Mr Samples justified the 
change by arguing that it was 
important to encourage cus- 
tomers to use their phones. 
“This is not just about seeing 
who can connect the most cus- 
tomers,” he said. 

Industry analysts yesterday 
played down suggestions that 
the mobile phone market was 
abort to be plunged into a price 
war “OneZOne had been losing 
market share and this allows 
them to take the initiative," 
said Justinian Clifford-Bowles, 
a telecoms -analyst at Com- 
merzbank. “But it certainly 
isn’t a revolution.” 

Other operators were also 
dismissive, stressing that net- 
work qualify was just as im- 
portant to new customers. 
“OneZOne has to be careful that 
people don’t end up thinking 
they are cheap for a reason," 
said one. 

A recent survey by OfteL the 
telecoms watchdog, identified 
OneZOne as one of the least 
reliable networks, although the 
company claims its own sur- 
veys put it ahead of its rivals in 
terms of reliability 

Mr Samples said he expect- 
ed average revenues per cus- 
tomer to remain stable as users 
increase usage in response to 
the tariff cuts. Contract cus- 
tomers now spend £480 a year, 
white pre-pay customers spend 
more than £200. 

Analysts value the company, 
expected to report earnings 
before interest tax, depreda- 
tion and amortisation of riOOm 
this year, at £7bn to £llbn. 


Laporte’s £1.5bn deal founders on Hoechst veto 
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LAPORTE, the UK fine ch emi- 
rate group, was yesterday forced 
to scrap plans for a £l.5bn 
takeover by the chemical giant 
Clariant after strong opposition 
from Hoechst the Swiss group’s 
largest shareholder. 

The British group baffled the 
City when it said that talks with 
a potential bidder had ended, 
less than 24 hours after admit- 
ting it was discussing an offer: 
The collapse sent Laporte 


BY FRANCESCO GUERRERA 

shares crashing LL5 per cent to 
667.5p. 

Sources dose to the deal said 
the embarrassing U-turn was 
prompted by Hoechst’s last- 
minute oppositjoa. The German 
chemicals and pharmaceutical 
group, which holds 45 per cent 
of Clariant, is believed to have 
vetoed the deal atameeting with 
the two companies on Monday 


night. The German company 
was concerned that a Clariant- 
Laporte deal might jeopardise its 
own merger with Rhtine- 
Poulenc of France. Hoechst 
needs to seil its chemical busi- 
nesses, including its stake in 
Clariant, before merging with 
Rhtine-Poulenc, and was wanted 
that corporate action by Clariant 
might delay the process. 

Industry sources said 
Hoechst could also have hesi- 


. tated at the prospect of financ- 
ing part of the Laporte deal as 
Clariant was likefy to add to its 
$l-9bn (£i2bn) debt to fund the 
takeover 

“It was a done deal, they 
went for agreement from 
Hoechst and they were refused,” 
one insider said. Another source 
said the deal cleared afi relevant 
hurdles before foundering on 
Hoechsfs concerns. “This is 
not about price, nor manage- 


ment, personalities, strategy, 
due diligence or competition 
issues.” he said. 

Analysts said the collapse of 
the takeover was a huge em- 
barrassment both fra* Clariant 
and Laporte's chief executive. 
Jim Leog. They said the demise 
of the deal would prompt other 
chemicals groups to bid for the 
UK company. “Laporte is in 
piny now. The feet that they 
were willing to agree a takeover 


means they are now up fur sale.” 
said one analyst 

Industry experts said the US 
group PPG and some European 
players, including Viag and 
DegussaHds of Gomaify could 
enter the fray 

This is the second setback in 
four months for Clariant's ex- 
pansion plans. Last year the 
group dropped plans fbra$8.Ibn 
merger with Swiss rival Ciba 
Speciality Chemicals. 
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FOOTSIE POUNDED to yet another 
peak. The index ended just below 
its day’s best, up 71.9 points to 
6,513.1 - its first dose above 6300. 
Supporting indices were also 
strong. Turnover again topped 1.1 
billion shares. Tesco, mi results, led 
the Fbotsie leader board with a 
9.75p gain to 169.25p. with 
Amvescap, the US fond manager 
not - in percentage terms - for 
behind with a 38p gain to 670J>p. 
Barclays, on the brief reign of chief 
executive Michael O’Neill, rose 46p 
to l,919p. Derek Pain, page 19 


NEW YORK 


US STOCKS were treading water 
at midday paring gains amid 
jitters over Intel earnings - due 
out after the market dosed - and 
the Kosovo crisis. The Dow Jones 
Industrial Average was off 2 
points, or 0.02 per cent, at 10,342, 
having been as modi as 79 points 
higher earlier in the day 
Technology stocks bore the 
brunt of the jitters over (he 
announcement from the 
computer chip manufacturer 
Intel, and the Nasdaq was down 
18 points at 2381. 


TOKYO 


TOKYO STOCKS finished the day 
modestly higher, with Monday's 
rise on Wall Street tempering fears 
of a sharp correction in stock 
prices. 

But investors remained wary 
ahead of an earnings 
announcement from the US 
computer chip giant Intel made 
after the New Iforfc stock market 
closed last night 

The Nikkei index closed up 
207.76 points - or 1.26 per cent - at 
16,725.16, while Nikkei futures 
dosed up 180 at 16,740. 


l^jHONG KONG 


wall STREET'S record Monday 
close pushed Bong Kong stocks 
to their highest levels in almost 
IS months. The Hang Seng index 
dosed 154.95 points higher at 
11,899.69, having earlier hit an 
intra-day high of 11,956.43. 

Howard Gorges, a director at 
South China Brokerage, said: 
“The bine-chips are doing well 
and there is interest in second- 
line counters and companies 
announcing corporate news.” 
Dealers said Anther gains were 
likefy to be capped at 12,000. 


PARIS 


THE PARIS bourse set its second 
consecutive closing record for 1999, 
despite fears that the conflict in the 
Balkans will escalate. 

The Cac-40 hit an intra-day high 
of 4,410.27, but tumbled by almost 
100 points following reports that 
Serb troops had crossed into 
Albania. The index eventually 
closed up 0.28 per cent at 4^67.41. 

One dealer said: “We saw a 
knee-jerk reaction to the news of 
the Serbs in Albania, and from now 
on the action there wifi bring 
increasing pressure on sentiment” 
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